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PREFACE. 



The discovery of the " Great West," or the 
valleys of the Mississippi and the Lakes, is a por- 
tion of our history hitherto very obscure. Those 
magnificent regions were revealed to the world 
through a series of daring enterprises, of which 
the motives and even the ' incidents have been 
but partially and superficially known. The chief 
actor in them wrote much, but printed nothing ; 
and the published writings of his associates stand 
wofuUy in need of interpretation from the un- 
published documents which exist, but which have 
not heretofore been used as material for h^tory. 
This volume attempts to supply the defect. Of 
the large amount of wholly new material employed 
in it, by far the greater part is drawn from the 
various public archives of France, and the rest 
from private sources. The discovery of many of 
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these documents is due to the indefatigable re- 
search of M. Pien-e Margry, assistant custodian of 
the Archives of the Marine and Colonies at Paris, 
whose labors as an investigator of the maritime and 
colonial history of France can be appreciated only 
by those who have seen their results. In the de- 
partment of American colonial history, these results 
have been invaluable ; for, besides several private 
collections made by him, he rendered important 
service in the collection of the French portion of 
the Brodhead documents, selected and arranged the 
two great series of colonial papers ordered by the 
Canadian government, and prepared, with vast 
labor, analytical indexes of these and of supple- 
mentary documents in the French archives, as well 
as a copious index of the mass of papers relating 
to Louisiana. It is to be hoped that the valuable 
publications on the maritime history of France 
which have appeared from his pen are an earnest 
of more extended contributions in future. 

The late -President Sparks, some time after the 
publication of his life of La Salle, caused a col- 
lection to be made of documents relating to that 
explorer, with the intention of incorporating them 
in a future edition. This intention was never carried 
into effect, and the documents were never used. 
With the liberality which always distinguished 
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him, he placed them at my disposal, and this privi- 
lege has been kindly continued by Mrs. Sparks. 

Abbe Faillon, the learned author of ''■ La Colonie 
Frangaise en Caiiada," has sent me copies of vari- 
ous documents fomid by him, including family 
papers of La Salle. Among others who in vaiious 
ways have aided my inquiries, are Dr. John Paul, 
of Ottawa, 111. ; Count Adolphe de Circourt and 
M. Jules Marcou, of Paiis ; M. A. G^rin Lajoie, 
Assistant Librarian of the Canadian Parliament; 
M. J. M. Le Moine, of Quebec ; General Dix, 
Minister of the United States at the Com-t of 
France; O. H. Marshall, of Buffalo; J. G. Shea, 
of New York ; Buckingham Smith, of St. Augus- 
tine ; and Colonel Thomas Aspinwall, of Boston. 

The map contained in the book is a portion of 
the great manuscript map of Franquelin, of which 
an account ivill be found in the Appendix. 

The next volume of the series will be devoted 
to the efforts of Monarchy and Feudalism under 
Louis XIV. to establish a permanent power on 
this continent, and to the stormy career of Louis 
de Buade, Count of Frontenac. 

Boston, 16 September, 18G9. 
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INTKODTJOTION. 



The Spaniards discovered tlie Mississippi. Do Soto 
was buried beneatli its waters ; and it was down its muddy 
euirenfc that his iollowers fied from tlie Eldorado of their 
dieams, tranbfoimed to a dismal wilderness of misery 
and death The discovery was never used, and waswell- 
lugh foigotten On caily Spanish maps, the Mississippi 
lb often indistinguislialjle from other affluents of the 
Gulf A centuiy pabaed after De Soto's journeyings in 
the South, befoie a Fiench explorer reached a northern 
tiihutaiy of the gieat iiver. 

This was Jean Nicollet, intci-preter at Three Hivers on 
the St. Lawrence, He had been some twenty years in 
Canada, had lived among tlie savage Algonquins of 
AUumette Island, and spent eight or nine years among 
tlie Nipissings, on the lake which hears their name. Here 
he became an Indian in all his habits, but remained, 
nevertheless, a zealous Catliolic, and returned to civi- 
lization at last because he could not live without the 
sacraments. Strange stories were current among the 
Nipissings of a people without hair and without beards, 
who came from tlie West to trade with a tribe beyond 
the Great Lakes. Who could doubt that these strangers 
were Chinese or Japanese ? Such tales may well have 
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INTEODUCTION. 

[ Nicollet's curiosity ; and when, in or before the 
year 1689, he was sent as an ambassador to the tribe in 
question, he would not have been surprised if on arriving 
he had found a party of mandarins among them. Possi- 
bly it was with a view to such a contingency that he 
provided himself, as a dress of ceremony, with a robe 
of Chinese damask embroidered with birds and flowers. 
The tribe to which he was sent was that of the Winneba- 
goes, living near the head of the Green Bay of Lake 
Michigan, They had come to blows with the Hurons, 
allies of the French ; and Nicollet was charged to nego- 
tiate a peace. When ho approached the Winnebago 
town, he sent one of his Indian attendants to announce 
his coming, put on bis robe of damask, and advanced to 
meet tlie expectant crowd with a pistol in each hand. 
The squaws and children fled, screaming that it was a 
manito, or spirit, armed with thunder and lightning ; but 
the chiefs and warriors regaled him with so bountiful a 
hospitality that a hundred and twenty be^ivers were 
devoured at a single feast. From the Winnebagoes, he 
passed westward, ascended Fox River, crossed to the 
Wisconsin, and descended it so far that, as he reported 
on his return, in three days more he would have reached 
the sea. The truth seems to be, that he mistook the 
meaning of his Indian guides, and that the " great 
water" to which he was so near was not the sea, but the 



It has been affirmed that one Colonel Wood, of Vir- 
ginia, reached a branch of the Mississippi as early as the 
year 1654, and that, about 1670, a certain Captain Bolton 
penetrated to the river itself. Neither statement is 
improbable, hut neither is sustained by sufficient evi- 
dence. Meanwhile, French Jesuits and fur-traders pushed 
deeper and deeper into the wilderaess of the northern 
lakes. In 1641, Jogues and Kaymbault preached tiie 
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Faith to a concourse of Indians at the outlet of Lake 
Superior. Then came fclie havoc and desolation of the 
Iroquois war, and, for years, farther exploration was 
arrested. At length, in 1658, two daring traders pene- 
trated to Lake Superior, wintered there, and brought 
back the tales they had heard of the ferocious Sioux 
and of a great western river on which they dwelt. Two 
years later, the aged Jesuit, Menard, attempted to plant 
a mission on tlie southern shore of the lake ; but perished 
m the forest, by famine or the tomahawk. AUouez suc- 
ceeded him, explored a part of Lake Superior, and heard, 
in his turn, of the Sioux and their great river, tlie 
" Messipi." More and more, the thoughts of the Jesuits, 
and not of the Jesuits alone, dwelt on this mysterious 
stre.am. Through what regions did it flow ; and whither 
would it lead them ; to the South Sea or tiie " Sea of 
Virginia;" to Mexico, Japan, or China? The problem 
was soon to be solved, and the mystery revealed. The 
hour was come, and the man. 
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DISCOVERY OF THE GKEAT "WEST. 

CHAPTER I. 

I 643-1 C 09. 

CAVELIER DE LA SALLE. 

Thb Youth of La Sallk. — His Cosmbction -with: the Jesuits. — He 
oons toCanada. — His Ciiahactek. — His Sciiesies. ~ Hia Seigsioky 

AT La ClIlMB. —His EXI'KMTIOS IN SeAECII OF A WestEBN PaSEAQB 

Among the burghers of Rouen was the old and 
rich family of the Caveliers. Though citizens and 
not nobles, some of their connections held high 
diplomatic posts and honorable employments at 
Com^t. They were destined to find a better claim 
to distinction. In 1643 was bom at Rouen Robei-t 
Cavelicr, better known by the designation of La 
Sallc.^ His father Jean and his uncle Henri i^'cre 



1 The following is the ode de naissance, discovered by Margry in the 
registres de V€tal civil, Patoisse St. Hecbland, Rouen. "Le vingt-aenKi6ine 
jour de novembre 1643, a fXi baptist Robert Cavelier, file de honorable 
homme Jean Cayelier et i3e Catlierine Geest ; ses pHrrain et marcaiiie 
honorables personnes Sicolas Geeat et Marguerite Morice." 

La Salle's name in Ml was Re'ne-Eobert Carelier, Sieur de la Salle. 
La Salle was the name of an estate near Rouen, belon^ng to the Cave- 
liars. The wealthy IFrench burghers often diatingtiiahed the various 
members of their families by deslgnationa borrowed from landed estates. 
Thus, Francis Marie Arouet, son of an ex-notnry, received the name of 
Voltaire, which he made fiimous. 

1 
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y CAVELIEIl DE LA SALLE. [1866. 

wealthy merchants, living more like nobles than 
like bin'ghers ; and the boy received an education 
answering to the marked traits of intellect and 
chai'acter which he soon began to display. He 
showed an inclination for the exact sciences, and 
especially for the mathematics, in which he made 
great proficiency. At an early age, it is said, he 
became connected with the Jesuits ; and though 
doubt has been expressed of the statement, it is 
probably true.' 

La Salle was always an earnest Catholic ; and 
yet, judging by the qualities which his after life 
evinced, he was not very hable to religious enthu- 
siasm. It is neveiiheless clear, that the Society of 
Jesus may have had a powerful attraction for his 
youthful imagination. This great organization, so 
complicated yet so harmonious, a mighty machine 
moved from the centre by a single hand, was an 
image of regulated power, full of fascinatioii for a 
mind like his. But if it was likely that he would be 
drawn into it, it was no less likely that he ivould 
soon wish to escape. To find himself not at the 
centre of power, but at the circumference ; not the 

1 Margrj, after inTestigationa at Rouen, ia aatlsfieil of its truth, 
— Journal WsVirfrai de t'lmtriiation Piibtiqie, xxxi, 571. Family papers of 
the Caveliers, examined by the AliM raillon, and copies of someof wliicli 
be lias sent to me, lead to the same coadusion. We shall Ani several 
allusions herealter to La Salle's having in liis youth taught in a EChool, 
■which, in his position, could only have been in connection witli some 
religious community. The floubts alluded to have proceefed fi'om the 
fiulure of Father Felix Marljn, S.J., to find the name of La 3aS« on the 
list of noyioes. If he had looked for the name of Ei>beri Ca>)el{er,'h& would 
probably have fbund it. The companion of La Salla, Hennepin, is very 
explicit with regard to this connection with tbe Jesuits, — a point on 
which he bad no motive for falsehood. 
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mover, but the moved ; the passive instrument of 
another's will, taught to walk in prescribed paths, 
to renounce his individuality and become a com- 
ponent atom of a vast whole, — would have been 
intolerable to him. Nature had shaped him for 
other uses than to teach a class of boys on the 
benches of a Jesuit school. Nor, on his part, was 
he likely to please his directors ; for, self-controlled 
and self-contained as he was, he was far too in- 
tractable a subject to serve their turn. A youth 
whose calm exterior hid an inexhaustible fund 
of pride ; whose inflexible pui'poses, nursed in 
secret, the confessional and the " manifestation of 
conscience " could haa-dly drag to the light ; whose 
strong personality would not yield to the shaping 
hand ; and who, by a necessity of his natiu-e, could 
obey no mitiative but his own, ■; — was not after 
the model that Loyola had commended to his fol- 
lowers. 

La Salic left the Jesuits, parting with them, it 
is said, on good terms, and with a reputation of 
excellent acquirements and miimpeacliable morals. 
This last is very credible. The cravings of a deep 
ambition, the hunger of an insatiable intellect, the 
intense longing for action and achievement sub- 
dued in him all other passions ; and in his faults, 
the love of pleasure had no part. He had an elder 
brother in Canada, the Abbe Jean Cavelier, a 
priest of St. Sulpice. Apparently, it was this that 
shaped his destinies. His connection vs^ith the 
Jesuits had deprived him, under the French law, 
of the inheritance of his father, who had died not 
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long before. An allowance was made to liim, of 
three or, aa is elsewhere stated, four hmidi-ed livres 
a yeai', the capital of which was paid over to him, 
and with this pittance he sailed for Canaia, to seek 
his fortune, in the spring of 1666.^ 

Next, we find him at Montueal. In another vol- 
ume, we haye seen how an association of enthusiastic 
devptees had made a settlement at this plaee.^ 
Having in some measure accomplished its work, it 
was now dissolved ; and the corporation of priests, 
styled the Seminary of St. Sulpice, which had taken 
a prominent part in the enterprise, and, indeed, had 
been created with a view to it, was now tlie pro- 
prietor and the feudal lord of Montreal. It was 
destuied to retain its seignorial rights until the abo- 
lition of the feudal tenures of Canada in our own 
day, and it still holds vast possessions in the city and 
island. These worthy ecclesiastics, models of a dis 
creet and sober conservatism, were holding a post 
with which a band of veteran soldiers or warlike 
frontiersmen would have been better matched. 
Montreal was perhaps the most dangerous place in 
Canada. In time of war, wMch might have been 
called the normal condition of the colony, it was ex- 
posed by its position to incessant inroads of the Iro- 
quois, or rive Nations, of New York ; and no man 

1 It does not appear what tows La Salle had talcen. By n receut 
ordinance, 1660, pensons entering religions orders could not toka tho find 
V01T3 before the age of (weaty-flve. By the fiimily papers above meu- 
tioned, it appears, howevei", tliat he had bronght himself under the opera- 
tiOQ of tlielaw, which fleliarred those who, haying entered religious orders, 
aflerwarda withdrew, from claming the inheritance of relatives who had 
died after their entrance. 

* " The Jesuits in Korth Amecica," c. xy. 
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could venture into the forests or the fields without 
bearing his life in his hand. The savage confeder- 
ates had just received a shai-p chastisement at the 
hands of Courcelles, the governor ; and the result 
was a treaty of peace, which might at any moment 
be broken, but which was an inexpressible relief 
while it lasted. 

The priests of St. Sulpice were granting out their 
lands, on very easy terms, to settlers. They wished 
to extend a thin line of settlements along the front 
of their island, to form a sort of outpost, from which 
an alarm could be given on any descent of the Iro- 
quois. La Salle was the man for such a purpose. 
Had the priests understood hini, — which they evi- 
dently did not, for some of them suspected him of 
levity, the last foible with which he could be charged, 
— had they understood him, they would have seen 
in him a youug man in whom the fire of youth 
glowed not the less ardently for the veil of reserve 
that covered it ; who would shrink from no danger, 
but would not court it in bravado ; and who would 
cling with an invincible tenacity of gripe to any 
purpose which he might espouse. There is good 
reason to think that he had come to Canada with 
purposes already conceived, and that he was ready 
to avail himself of any stepping-stone which might 
help to realize them. Queylus, Superior of the 
Seminary, made him a generous offer ; and he ac- 
cepted it. This was the gratuitous grant of a large 
tract of land at the place now called La Chine, above 
the great rapids of the same name, and eight or nine 
miles from Montreal. On one hand, the place was 
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greatly exposed to attack ; and on tiie othev, it was 
favorably situated for the fur-trade. La Salle and 
his successors became its feudal proprietors, on the 
sole condition of delivering to the Seminary, on 
every change of ownership, a medal of fine silver, 
Vi^eighing one mark.^ He entered on the improve- 
ment of his new domain, with vi^hat means he could 
command, and began to grant out his land to such 
settlers as would join him. 

Approaching the shore where the city of Monh-eal 
now stands, one would have seen a row of small 
compact dwellings, extending along a narrow street, 
parallel to the river, and then, as now, called St. 
Paul Street. On a hill at the right stood the wind- 
mill of the seigneurs, built of stone, and pierced 
with loop-holes to serve, in time of need, as a place 
of defence. On the left, in an angle formed by the 
junction of a rivulet with the St. Lawrence, was a 
square bastioned fort of stone. Here lived the mili- 
tary governor, appointed by the Seminary, and com- 
manding a few soldiers of the regiment of Carignan. 
In front, on the line of the street, were the enclosure 
and buildings of the Serainaxy, and, nearly adjoining 
them, those of the Hotel-Dieu, or Hospital, both 
provided for defence in ease of an Indian attack, 
In the hospital enclosure was a small church, open- 
ing on the street, and, in the absence of any other, 
serving for the whole settlement.^ 

1 Transpoi-l de h Seigneme di St. Salpke, cited by Failion. La Sa-lle 
calleil his new dom^n as aTiove. Two or three years latei-, it leceived 
lie name of La Chine, for a reason wliicli will appear, 

* A detailed plan of Montreal at this time Is preserved in tiio Arehivcs 
de I'Empire, and lias been reproduced by Paillon. There is another, a 
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Landing, passing the fort, and walking soutiiwai-d 
along the shore, one would soon have left the rough 
clearings, and entered the primeval forest. Here, 
mile after mile, he would have journeyed on in soH- 
tude, when the hoarse roar of the rapids, foaming 
in fury on hia left, would have reached his listening 
ear ; and, at length, after a walk of some three hours, 
he would have found the rude beginnings of a set- 
tlement. It was where the St. Lawrence widens 
into the broad expanse called the Late of St. Louis. 
Here, La Salle had traced out the circuit of a pali- 
saded village, and assigned to each settler half an 
arpent, or about a thhd of an acre, within the en- 
closure, for which he was to render to the young 
seigneur a yearly acknowledgment of three capons, 
besides six deniers — that is, half a sou — in money. 
To each was assigned, moreover, sixty arpents of 
land beyond the limits of the village, with the per- 
petual rent of half a sou for each arpent. He also 
set apart a common, two hundred arpents in extent, 
for the use of the settlers, on condition of the pay- 
ment by each of five sous a year. He reserved four 
hundred and twenty arpents for his own personal 
domain, and on this he began to clear the ground 
and erect buildings. Similar to this were the be- 
ginnings of all the Canadian seigniories formed at 
this troubled period.^ 

That La Salle came to Canada with objects dis- 

few years later, and atiU more minute, of whicli a fac-simile will be foraid 
in tlie Library of tbe Canadian Parliament. 

1 The above parUculara have been unearthed by Uie indefatigable 

AbbcFaillon, Some of La Salle's grants are Bliil preserved in the ancient 

records of Montreal. 
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tinctly in view, is probable from tlie fact that he at 
once began to study the Indian languages, and with 
such success that he is said, within two or three 
years, to have mastered the Iroquois and seven or 
eight other languages and dialects,' From the shore 
of his seigniory, he could gaze westward over the 
broad breast of the Lake of St. Louis, bounded by 
the dim forests of Chateauguay and Beauharnois ; 
but his thoughts flew far beyond, across the wild 
and lonely world that stretched towai'ds the sunset. 
Like Champlain and all the early explorers, he 
dreamed of a passage to the South Sea, and a new 
road for commerce to the riches of China and Ja- 
pan. Indians often came to his secluded settlement; 
and, on one occasion, he was visited by a band of 
the Seneca Iroquois, not long before the scourge 
of the colony, but now, in virtue of the treaty, weai-- 
ing the semblance of friendship. The visitors 
spent the winter with him, and told him of a river 
called the Ohio, rising in their conntiy, and flowing 
into the sea, but at ench a distance that its mouth 
could only be reached after a journey of eight or 
nine months. Evidently, the Ohio and the Missis- 
sippi are here merged into one.^ In accordance 
with geographical views then prevalent, he conceived 
that this great river must needs flow into the " Ver- 



1 FapierB de FamUe, MSS. He is said to have made several jour- 
neys into the forests, towai'cls tlia North, in the years 1667 and 1Q68, and to 
have satisfied himself tliat little could be hopei from explorations in that 
direction. 

2 According to Dollier de Casson, who had good opportimiljes of 
knowing, the Iroquois always called tlie Mississippi the Ohio, wiiile tlie 
Algonq.uiria gave it its present name. 



I .y Google 



iC69.] SCHEMES OF DISCOVERY. 9 

milion Sea ; " that is, the Gulf of California, If so, 
it would give him what he sought, — a western 
passage to China; while, in any case, the popu- 
lous Indian tribes said to inhabit its banks, might 
be made a source of great commercial profit 

La Salle's imagination took &e. His resolution 
was soon formed ; and lie descended the St. Law- 
rence to Quebec, to gain the countenance of the 
Governor to his intended exploration, Pew men 
were more skilled than he in the art of clear 
and plausible statement. Both the Governor, 
Courcelles, and the Intendant, Talon, were readily 
won over to his plan ; for which, however, they 
seem to have given him no more substantial aid than 
that of the Governor's letters patent authorizing the 
enterprise.* The cost was to be his own ; and tie 
had no money, having spent it all on his seigniory. 
He therefore proposed that the Seminary, which 
had given it to him, should buy it back again, with 
such improvements as he had made. Queylus, the 
Superior, being favorably disposed towards him, con- 
sented, and bought of him the greater pai't ; while 
La Salle sold the remainder, including the clearings, 
to one Jean Milot, an ironmonger, for twenty-eight 
hundred livres.^ With this he bought four canoes, 
with the necessaiy supplies, and hu-cd fourteen 
men. 

Meanwhile, the Seminary itself was preparing a 
similar enterprise. The Jesuits at this time not 

1 Tnlon, in his letter to the king, of 10 Oct. 1G70, expreesea liimself 
as If the enterprise had originated witli him. 
8 Ptiillon, Cohaie Finjifaise en Canada, iii. 2S8. 
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only held an ascendency over the other ecclesiastica 
in Canada, but exercised an inordmate influence on 
the civil government. The Seminary priests of 
Montreal were jealous of these powerful rivals, 
and eager to emulate their zeal in the saving of 
souls, and the conquering of new domains for the 
Faith. Under this impulse, they had, three years 
before, established a mission at Quinte, on the north 
shore of Lake Ontario, in charge of two of then- 
number, one of whom was the Abbe Tenelon, elder 
brother of tlie celebrated Archbishop of Cambray. 
Another of them,Dollier de Casson, had spent the 
winter in a hunting-camp of the Nipissings, where 
an Indian prisoner, captured in the North-west, told 
him of populous tiibes of that quarter, living in 
heathenish darkness. On this, the Seminary priests 
resolved to essay their conversion ; and an esjiedi- 
tion, to be directed by DoUier, was fitted out to 
this end. 

He was not ill suited to the pui-pose. He had 
been a soldier in his youth, and had fought valiantly 
as an officer of cavah-y under Turenne. He was a 
man of great courage ; of a tall, commanding person ; 
and uncommon bodily strength, of which he had 
given striking proofs in the campaign of Courcelles 
against the Iroquois, three years before.' On going 
to Quebec, to procure the necessary outfit, he was 
m-ged by Courcelles to modify his plans so fai' as to 

1 He was the author of the very curious and valuable Histoire de Mon- 
trial, preservecl in the Biblioth6[[ue Mazarine, of which a copy is in my 
pOBsesaion. The Historical Society of Montreal has recently resohed tn 
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act in concert with La Salle in exploring the mys- 
tei7 of the great unknown river of the West. Dol- 
lier and his brother priests consented. One of them, 
Galinee, was joined with him as a colleague, be- 
cause he was skilled in surveying, and could make 
a map of their route. Three canoes were procured, 
and seven hired men completed the party. It was 
determined that La Salle's expedition, and that of 
the Seminary, should be combined in one ; an ar- 
rangement ill suited to the chai-acter of the young 
explorer, who was unfit for any enterprise of which 
he was not the undisputed chief. 

Midsummer was near, and there was no time to 
lose. Yet the moment was most unpropitious, for 
a Seneca chief had lately been murdered by three 
scoundrel soldiers of the fort of Montreal ; and, 
while they were undergoing their trial, it became 
known ^hat three other Frenchmen had treacher- 
ously put to death sevei'al Iroquois of the Oneida 
ti-ibe, — in order to get possession of their furs. 
The whole colony trembled in expectation of a 
new outbreak of the war. Happily, the event 
proved otherwise. The authors of the last mur- 
der escaped: but the three soldiers were shot at 
Monti'eal, in presence of a considerable number 
of the Iroquois, who declared themselves satisfied 
with the atonement ; and on tliis same day, the 
sixth of July, the adventurers began their voyage. 
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CHAPTER II. 

1669-1G7L 

LA SALLE AND THE SULPITIANS. 

Tbb Feskoii is Westebk New Toek.— Louie Jouet.— The SotriTiAss 
OS Lake Eeib.— At Dethoit.— At Saut Ste. Marie. — Tub JIybteey 
OF La Sali-k.— He discovbes the Ohio. — He debcehds tbb ItM- 



La Chine was the starting-point, and the com- 
bined parties, in all twenty-four men with seven 
canoes, emhai-ked on the Lake of St. Louis. With 
them ■vvere two other canoes, bearing the party of 
Senecas who had wintered at La Salle's settlement, 
and who were now to act aa guides. They fought 
their way upward against the perilous rapids of the 
St. Lawrence, then scarcely known to the voyager, 
threaded the romantic channels of the Thousand 
Islands, and issued on Lake Ontario. Thirty days 
of toil and exposure had told upon them so severely 
that not a man of the party, except the Indians, 
had escaped the attacks of disease in some form. 

Their guides led them directly to the great vil- 
lage of the Senecas, near the banks of the Gene- 
see, flattering them with the hope that they would 
here find other guides, to conduct them to the Ohio ; 
and, in trath, the Senecas had among them a pris- 
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oner of one of the western tribes, who would have 
answered their purpose. The chiefs met in council : 
but La Salle had not yet mastered the language 
sufficiently to sei've as spokesman ; and a Dutch 
mterpreter, brought by the priests, could not ex- 
plain himself in Trench. The Jesuit Fremin was 
stationed at the Village, and his servant came to 
their aid: but, as the two priests thought, wilfully 
misinterpreted them ; and they also conceived the 
suspicion, perhaps uncharitable, that the Jesuits, 
jealous of their enterprise, had tampered with the 
Senecas, to thwart it. Be this as it may, the Indians 
proved impracticable, evaded their request for a 
guide, burned before their eyes the unfortunate 
western prisoner, and assured them that if they 
went to the Ohio the people of those parts would 
put them to death. As there were many among 
the Senecas who wished to kill them in revenge 
for the chief murdered neai- Monti'eal, and as these 
and others were at times in a frenzy of di-imkenness 
with brandy brought from Albany, the position of 
the Prench was very hazardous. They remained, 
however, for a month ; still clinging to the hope of 
obtaining guides. At length, an Indian from a 
village called Ganastogue, a kmd of Iroquois colony 
at the head of Lake Ontario, offered to conduct 
them thither, assuring them that they would find 
what they sought. They left the Seneca town; 
coasted the south shore of the' lake ; passed the 
mouth of the Niagara, where they heard the dis- 
tant roar of the cataract; and, five days after, 
reached Ganastogue. The inhabitants proved 
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friendly, and La Salle received the welcome pres- 
ent of a Shawnee prisoner, who told them that 
the Ohio conld be reached in six weeks, and that 
he would guide them to it. Delighted at this good 
fortune, they were about to set out ; when they 
heard, to their astonishment, of the arrival of two 
other Frenchmen at a neighboring village. One 
of the stranger's proved to be a man destined to 
hold a conspicuous place in the history of western 
discovery. This was Louis Joliet, a young man of 
about the age of La Salle. Like him, he had 
studied for the priesthood ; but the world and the 
wilderness had conquered his early inclinations, and 
changed him to an active and adventui'ous fui'-tra- 
der. Talon had sent him to discover and explore 
the copper-mines of Lake Superior. He had failed 
in the attempt, and was now returning. His Indian 
guide, afraid of passing the Niagara portage lest he 
should meet enemies, had led him from Lake Erie, 
by way of Grand River, towards the head of Lake 
Ontario ; and thus it was that he met La Salle and 
the Sulpitians. 

This meeting caused a change of plan. Joliet 
showed the priests a map which he had made, of 
such pai'ts of the Upper Lakes as he had visited, 
and gave them, a copy of it ; telling them, at the same 
time, of the Pottawattamies, and other tribes of that 
region in gi-ievous need of spiritual succor. The 
result was a determination on their part to follow 
the route which he suggested, notwithstanding the 
remonstrances of La Salle, who in vain reminded 
them that the Jesuits had pre-occnpied the field. 
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and would regard them as intruders. They resolved 
that the Pottawattamies should no longer sit in 
darkness ; while, as for the Mississippi, it could be 
reached, as they conceived, %vith less risk by this 
northern route than by that of the south. 

Since reaching the head of Lake Ontario, La 
Salle had been attacked by a violent fever, from 
which he was not yet recovered. He now told hia 
two colleagues that he was in no condition to go 
forwai'd, and should be forced to part with them. 
The staple of La Salle's character, as his life will 
attest, was an invincible determination of pui'pose, 
which set at naught all risks and all sufferings. 
He had cast himself with all his resources into this 
enterprise, and, while his faculties remained, he was 
not a man to recoil from it. On the other hand, 
the masculine fibre of which he was made did not 
always withhold him from the practice of the arts 
of address, and the use of what DoUier de Casson 
styles bellesparoles. He respected the priesthood, — 
with the exception, it seems, of the Jesuits, — and 
he was under obligations to the Sulpitians of Mon- 
treal. Hence there can be no doubt that he used 
his ilhiess as a pretext for escaping from their com- 
pany without ungraciousness, and following his 
own path in his own way. 

On the last day of September, the priests made 
an altar, supported by the paddles of the canoes 
laid on forked sticks. DoUier said mass ; La Salle 
and his followers received the sacrament, as did 
also those of his late colleagues; and thus they 
parted, — the Sulpitians and their party descending 
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the Grand Kiver towaj-ds Lake Erie, while La 
Salle, as they supposed, began his return to Mon- 
treal. What course he actually took, we shall soon 
inquire ; and meanwhile, for a few moments, we 
will foUow the priests. "When they reached Lake 
Erie, they saw it tossing like an angry ocean under 
a wild autumnal sky. They had no mind to tempt 
the dangerous and unknown navigation, and en- 
camped for the winter in the forest near the penin- 
sula called the Long Pomt. Here they gathered a 
good store of chestnuts, hickory-nuts, plums, and 
grapes ; and built themselves a log-cabin, with a 
recess at the end for an altar. They passed the 
winter unmolested, shooting game in abundance, 
and saying mass three times a week. Early in 
spring, they planted a large cross, attached to it the 
arms of France, and took formal possession of the 
country in the name of Louis XIV. This done, 
they resumed their voyage, and, after many troubles, 
landed one evening in a state of exhaustion on or 
near Point Pelee, towards the western extremity of 
Lake Erie. A stonn rose as they lay asleep, and 
swept off a great part of their baggage, which, in 
their fatigue, they had left at the edge of the water. 
Then- altai-service was lost with the rest, — a misfor- 
tune which they ascribed to the jealousy and malice 
of the Devil. Debarred henceforth from saying 
mass, they resolved to return to Montreal and leave 
the Pottawattamies uninstructed. They presently 
entered the strait by which Lake Huron joins Lake 
Erie; and, landing near where Detroit now stands, 
found a large stone, somewhat suggestive of the 
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human figure, which the Indians had hedaubed 
with paint, and which they worshipped as a manito. 
In view of their late misfortune, this device of the 
ai'ch-enemy excited their utmost resentment. " After 
the loss of our altar-service," writes Galinee, " and 
the hunger we had suffered, there was not a man 
of us who was not filled with hatred against this 
false deity. I devoted one of my axes to breaking 
him in pieces ; and then, having fastened our canoes 
side by side, we canned the largest piece to the 
middle of the river, and threw it, with all the rest, 
into the water, that he might never be heai'd of 
agam." 

This is the first recorded passage of white men 
through the Strait of Detroit ; though Joliet had, 
no douht, passed this way on his return from the 
Upper Lakes.^ The two missionaries took this 
course, with the intention of proceeding to the Saut 
Sainte Marie, and there joinhig the Ottawas, and 
other tiihes of that region, in their yearly descent 
to Montreal. They issued upon Lake Huron ; fol- 
lowed its eastern shores till they reached the Geor- 
gian Bay, near the head of which the Jesuits had 
established their great mission of the Hurons, de- 
stroyed, twenty years before, by the Iroquois ; ^ and, 
ignoring or slighting the labors of the rival mission- 
aries, held their way northward along the rocky 
archipelago tliat edged those lonely coasts. They 

' The Jesiaits and fiir-tradera, on their way to the Upper Lutes, had 
followed tbe route of the Ottawa, or, more recently, that of Toronto aiid 
the Geort^an Bay. Iroqnois hoslilitj had long closed Hie Kiagara portage 
and Lake Erie against them. 

^ " JesTula in North America." 



,Google 



18 LA SALLE AND THE e"ULPITlANS. [1C70. 

passed the Manatoulina, and, ascending the strait 
by whicb. Lake Superior discharges its waters, ar- 
rived on the twenty-fifth of May at Ste. Mai-ie du 
Saut. Here they found the two Jesuits, Dablon 
and Marquette, in a square fort of cedar pickets, 
built by their men within the past year, and enclos- 
ing a chapel and a house. Xear by, they had 
cleared a large tract of land, and sown it with 
wheat, Indian corn, peas, and other crops. The 
new-comers were graciously received, and invited 
to vespers in the chapel ; but they very soon found 
La Salle's prediction made good, and saw that the 
Jesuit fathers wanted no help from St. Sulpice. 
Galinfie, on his part, takes occasion to remark that, 
though the Jesuits bad baptized a few Indians at the 
Saut, not one of them was a good enough Christian 
to receive the Eucharist ; and he intimates, that the 
case, by their own showing, was stilt worse at their 
mission of St. Esprit. The two Sulpitiaus did not 
care to prolong their stay ; and, three days after 
their arrival, they left the Saut : not, as they ex- 
pected, with the Indians, but with a French guide, 
furnished by the Jesuits. Ascending French River 
to Lake ISTipissing, they crossed to the waters of the 
Ottawa, and descended to Montreal, which they 
reached on the eighteenth of June. They had made 
no discoveries and no converts ; but Galinee, after 
his arrival, made the earliest map of the Upper 
Lakes known to exist. "■ 

• Galinee appears to hare made use of the map given !iim by JoUet. 
He Bajs, in the namiliTeofhiajourDej', that he hais laid down on liis own 
■awp nothing hut what he bad hicaaelf seen ; hut this Is disproved by the 
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We return now to La Salle, oiily to find ourselves 
involved in mist and obscurity. What did lie do 
after lie left tlie two priests 1 Unfortunately, a defi- 
nite answer is not possible ; and tlie next two years 
of his life remain in some measure an enigma. 
That he wae busied in active exploration, and that 
he made important discoveries, is certain ; but the 
extent and character of these discoveries remain 
wrapped in doubt. He is known to have kept jour- 
nals and made maps ; and these were in existence, 
and in possession of his niece, Madeleine Cavelier, 
then in advanced age, as late as the year 1756 ; ' be- 
yond which time the most diligent inquiry has failed 
to ti-ace them. The Abbe Faillon affirms, that some 
of La SaUe's men, refusing to follow him, retiu'ned 
to La Chine, and that the place then received its 
name, in derision of the young adventurer's dream of 
a westward passage to China.^ As for himself, the 



map itself. TieoM, he represents with minuteness the northern coast as 
&r west as the islands at the mouth of Green Bay ; but tliat he never went 
80 far is evident not only from his own jonmiJ, bat irom the feot tliat he 
was ignorant of the existence of the 9traits of Michillimaokinac and the 
penuiBula of Miohigari ; Lakes Huron and Michigan being by him merged 
into one, under the name of "Mioliiganfe, on Mer Donee dea Hnrons." The 
map, of wMch a :&c.Biinile is before me, measures four and a half feet by 
three anff a half It is covered irith descriptive remarks, which, oddly 
enough, are all inverted, so that it must be turned with the north side 
down in order to read tham. raillon has engraved it, but on a small 
scale, wifli the omission of moat of tha inseriplJonB, and other changes. 

The well-known Jesuit map of Lake Superior appeared the year after. 
Besides making the map, Galinfee wrote a very long and minute 

journal of the expedition, which is preserved in the BibliothSque Imp^ 

riale. Much of the substance of it is given by Faillon, Colonie Fran^aise, 

lit. chap, vii., and Mai^ry, Joumoi GeJieVa? de I'lnalmciion PuUiqae, zxxi. 

No. 67. In the letters of Talon to Colbert are various allnaions to the 

joncney of Dollier and Galinea. 

' See Margry, in Jouma! G&i&al de I'lnstrmlim PnbUqae, xxxi. 659. 
* Dollier de Casson alludes to this aa "cette transmigration cfl^breqni 

se fit de la Chine dana cea ^uarliera." 
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only distinct record of his movements is that con- 
tained in an nnpnblished paper, entitled, " Histoh-e 
de Monsieur de la Salle." It is an account of his ex- 
plorations, and of the state of parties in Canada pre- 
vious to the year 1678 ; taken from the lips of La 
Salle himself, by a person -whose name does not ap- 
pear, but who declares that he had ten or twelve 
conversations with him at Paris, whither he had 
come with a petition to the Court. The writer him- 
self had never been in America, and was ignorant 
of its geography ; hence blunders on his part might 
reasonably be expected. His statements, however, 
are in some measure intelligible ; and the following 
is the substance of them. After leaving the priests, 
La Salle went to Onondaga, where we are left to 
infer that he succeeded better in getting a guide 
than he had before done among the Senecas. Thence 
he made his way to a point six or seven leagues dis- 
tant from Lake Erie, where he reached a branch of 
the Ohio ; and, descending it, followed the river as 
far as the rapids at Louisville, or, ae has been main- 
tained, beyond its confluence with the Mississippi. 
His men now refused to go farther, and abandoned 
him, escaping to the English and the Dutch ; 
whereupon he retraced his steps alone.^ This must 

1 Ab no part of the memoir referreil to hus been publiahed, I oxtoct 
the passage relating to this jom^ney. Altef recounting La Salle's visit 
>ritii the Snlpitians to the Seneca village, and staling that llie intrigues oi 
the Jesuit miseionar; prevented tliem from obtaining a guide, ii epealis 
of the separation of the traveUers and the journey of GalinSe and his 
party to the Saut Ste. Ktale, where " lee J^suitea lea oongi5di*rent." It 
then proceeds as follows ; " Cependant Mr. de la SaUe eonttnua son che- 
min par une riviere qui \a de I'eat i. I'oueBt ; et pasae a Onontaijue 
(Onondaga), puia a six ou sept lieuea au-dessous du Lac Eri^ ; et eatant; 
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have been in the winter of 1669-70, or in tlie fol 
lowing spring ; unless there is an ertor of date in the 
statement of Nicolas Perrot, the famous voi/ageur, 
who says that he met him in the summer of 1670, 
hunting on the Ottawa with a party of Iroquois.-^ 

But how was La SaUe employed in the following 
year' The same memoh has its solution to the 
problem. By this it appears that the indefatigable 
explorer embarked on Lake Erie, ascended the De- 
troit to Lake Huron, coasted the unknown shores 
of Michigan, passed the Straits of Michinimacktnac, 
and leaving Green Bay behind him, entered what ie 
described as an incomparably larger bay, but which 
was evidently the southern portion of Lake Michi- 
gan. Thence he crossed to a liver flowing west- 
ward, — evidently the Illinois, — and followed it until 
it was joined by another river flowing from the north- 
west to the southeast. By this, the Mississippi only 
can be meant ; and he is reported to have said that 
he descended it to the thuiy-sixth degree of latitude ; 
where he stopped, assured that it discharged itself 
not into the Gulf of California, but into the Gulf of 

parvenu jusqu'an 280°>« ou 83"" degri ie longitude, et jusqu'mi 41"' 
degr^ de latituiie, trouva un sault qui tombe vers Touest dana mi pays baa, 
marescageux, tout couvert de viellee eouches, dont il y en a [(uelquea- 
unes qui Eont encore eur pied. 11 fut done cootraint de prendre terra, et 
suivant uiie liauteur qui le pouToit mener loin, il trouva quelquBB sauvftges 
qui luy dirent que fort loin de Hi la raesme fleuve qui se perdoit dans cetfe 
terte basse et vasts ee r^unniBsoit en un lit. H continua done son ehe- 
min, mais comma la fatigue estoit grande, 23 ou 24 hommea qu'E avoit 
meiiez jusquea li le (luitterent toua en line nuit, regagnferent le fleuve, et 
se sftuvirent, lea una A. la Nouvelle Hollande et les autrea i !a Nouvelle 
Angleterre. II ae vit done aeul i 400 lieaes fle ehea luy, oiiil ne iaisse 
pas de revenir, remontant la riviere et vivant de chasae, d'lierbes, et tie ce 
que luy donnferent lea sauvagea qu'il rencontra en aon chemin." 
1 Perrot, Mgmcdres, 119, 120. 
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Mexico ; and resolved to follow it th.itli.er at a future 
day, when better provided with men and supplies/ 
The first of these statements, — that relating to 
the Ohio, — confused, vague, and in great part in- 
correct as it certainly is, is nevertheless well sus- 
tained as regards one essential point. La Salle 
himself, in a memorial addressed to Count i'rontenac 
in IGTT, affirms that he discovered the Ohio, and 
descended it as far as to a fall which obstructed it.*^ 
Again, his rival, Louis Joliet, whose testimony on 
this point cannot he suspected, made two maps of 
the region of the ISIississippi and the Great Lakes. 
The Ohio is laid down on both of them, with an in- 

1 The memoir. — after stating, as above, that lie entered Lfite Huron, 
doubled the peainsulu of Michigan, and passed Ln Baye dea Puants 
(Green Bay), — aaya, "Ilreeonnut une baye ineoraparablement plus large ; 
au fond de Iaq.ueile vera I'onest il trouva un tre's-beau havre et au fond de 
ce havre un fleave qui va de I'est & roueet. IL suifit ce fleuve, et estant 
parvenu jusqu'environ !e aSO™' degr^ de longitude et le SB""' de latitude, 
il trouva un autre fleuve qui ae joignant au premier couMt du nordouest 
au Budest, et il suivit ce fleuve jusqu'au 33™' degr^ de latitude." 

The "tc6a-beau liavre" may liave been the entrance of the River 
Chicago, whence, by an easy portage, he might liave reached the Dea 
Plainea branch of the Illinois. We shall see that he took tliis course in 
his iamous exploration of 1682, 

The Intendant Talon announces in his despatches of this year that he 
had sent La Salle aouthivard and westwm^i to explore. 

^ The following are his words (he speaks of himself in the third per- 
son) : " L'ann^e 1667, et lea suivantes, il flt divers voyages aveo beaucoup 
de defenses, dans lesqueis il dficouvrit ie premier beaucoup de pays 
au sud des grtaHs lacs, et entre aatres la gratide riviere if Ohio; il la 
suivit juaqn'ivnn endroit ou elle tombede fort haut dans de vastes marais, 
^ la hauteur de 37 degr^s, apres avoir ^t^ grossie par une autre rivifere fort 
large qui vient du nord ; et toutes ces eaaz ae d&hargent selon toutea lea 
i^parences dans le Golfe du Mesique." 

This " autre rivi^e," which, it seems, was above the fall, may have 
been the Miami or the Sdoto. There is but one fall on the river, that 
of Louisville, whidi is not so high as to deserve to he described as "fort 
haut," being only a strong rapid. The latitude, as will he seen, ia differ, 
ent in the two aceounta, and incorrect in both. 
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scription to the effect that it had been explored by 
La Salle.^ That he discovered the Ohio may then 
be regarded as established. That he descended it 
to the Mississippi, he himself does not pretend ; nor 
is there reason to believe that he did so. 

With regard to his alleged voyage down the Illi- 
nois, the case is different. Here, he is repoi-ted to 
have made a statement which admits but one in- 
tei"pretationj — that of the discovery by him of the 
Mississippi prior to its discovery by Joliet and 
Marquette. This statement is attributed to a, man 
not prone to vaunt his own exploits, who never pro- 
claimed them in print, and whose testimony, even 
in hie own case, must therefore have weight. But 
it comes to us through the medium of a person, 
strongly biased in favor of La Salle and against 
Marquette and the Jesuits. 

Seven years bad passed since the alleged dis- 
covery, and La Salle had not before laid claim to it ; 
although it was matter of notoriety that dui'mg five 
years it had been claimed by Joliet, and that his 
claim was generally admitted. The correspondence 

1 One of these maps is entitled Carle de la rfeiwtnierte da SieurJdiet, 
1674. Ovee the lines representing the Ohio are the woriJa, " Eoute <lu 
sieur de la Salle pour aller dans le Mexiqua." The other map of Joliet 
bears; also written over the Ohio, the words, " RiviSre par oil desuendit 
le sieur de la Salle au sortir 5u lac Erie pour aller dana le Mexiqne." I 
have also another manuscript map, made before the voyage of Joliet and 
Marquette, and apparently in the year 1673, on which the Ohio is repre- 
sented as far as to a point a little lielow Louisville, and over it la written, 
" Rivifere Ohio, ainsy appelMe par les Iroquois i. cause de sa beauts, par oU 
le sieur de la Salle est descendu." The Mississippi is not represented on, 
this map ; but — and this is very eignifioant, as indicating the extent of 
La Salle's exploration of the following year — a small part of the upper 
niinob is l^d down. 
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of the Governor and the Intcndant is silent as to 
La Salle's having penetrated to the Mississippi ; 
though the attemjit was made under the auspices of 
the latter, as his own letters declare ; while both had 
the discovery of the great river earnestly at heart. 
The governor, Frontenac, La Salle's ardent sup 
porter and ally, believed in 1672, as his letters 
show, that the Mississippi flowed into the Gulf of 
California, and, two years later, he announces to 
the minister Colbert its discovery oy Joliet/ After 
La Salle's death, Ms brother, his nephew, and his 
niece addressed a memorial to the King, petitioning 
for certain grants in consideration of the discoveries 
of their relative, which they specify at some length ; 
but they do not pretend that he reached the Mis- 
sissippi before his expeditions of 1619 to 1683.^ 
This silence is the more significant, as it is this very 
nioce who had possession of the papers in which 
La Salle recounts the journeys of which the issues 
are in question.^ Had they led him to the Missis- 

1 Lsttre de Frontenac Qw Minislre, 14 Nov. 1674. He here speake of 
" la grande riri^ra qu'ii ( Joliet) tt troavfe, qui va da Eord au sud, et <[ui 
est anaai Jarge que celle flu Saint-Laurent vis-&-via de Quebec." Four 
years later, Frontenac speaks slightingly of Joliet, but neither denies his 
discovery of tha MiBsiseippi nor claims it for La Salle, in whose interest 
he writes. 

* PajKei-BcIeFanii7fe,MS9.; Memoirs py^ent^ au Eoi. The following is 
an extract ; " II pacvient . . . jusqu'ii la rivi^ra des Illinois. II y con- 
Etruieit xai fort sltn^ b. 360 lieues au-dela du fort de Frontenac, et suivant 
eusuite le cours de cette rivi&re, il trouve qu'elle se jettoit dans un grand 
fleure appelW par ceux da pays Miasisippi, c'eat i dire grande eau, enviroa 
cent lieues andesaoua du fort qu'U. venoit de constrture." This fort waa 
I'ort Cr^vecpeur, built in 1680, near tlie aite of Peoria, Tha memoir goes 
on to relate tlie descent of la Salle to the Gulf, which concluded tliia es- 
pedidon of 1679-82. 

3 The following is an extract, given by Margry, from a letter of the 
aged Madeleine Cavelier, dated 21 FSvrier, 1756, aacl addressed to her 
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sippi, it is reasonably certain that slie would have 
made it known in her memorial. La Salle dis- 
covered the Ohio, and in all probability the Illinois 
also ; but that he discovered the Mississippi has 
not been proved, nor, in the light of the evidence 
we have, is it likely. 

nephew M. Le Baillif, who had applieil for the papers in behalf of the 
minister, Silhouette : " J'ay oherclie una occasion eflre pour vous snvoyls 
les papiers de M. de la Salle. II y a des cartes que j'ay joiiite a ces pa- 
piers, qui doiyent prouyer [[ue, en 1S75, M. de Laaalle avet d^ja fet deux 
yoyages en ces daixiuyerte puiscpil y avet nne carte, que je vous en- 
voye, par laquelle il est ikit raentiOQ de i'androit auqnel M. de LasaEe 
abovda pr^s le flcuve de MisBisBipi This, thoagh hrought forward to 
support the claim of dtsuoyery prior to Joliet, seems to indicate that La 
Saile iiad not reiched the Misiissippi bat only approached it, previous 
to 1675. 

Mai^ry, in i senes of papers in the Joamcd General de I'lnstraciion Pu5- 
liqae for 1S62, first took the position that La Salie reached the Misaiasippi 
in 1670 and 1671, and haa brought forward iu defence of it all the docu- 
ments which his unwearied research enabled him to discoyer. Father 
Tailhan, S.J., has replied at length, in the copious notes to his edition of 
Nicolas Pecrot, but wiUiout haying seen the principal document died by 
Margry, and of which extiacts have been given in the notes to this 
ohauter. 
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CHAPTER III. 



THE JESUITS OK THE LAKES. 

The Old Missiobs and ine New. — A Chamge op Spieit. — Lake 
Surci;ion and thb CoppRH-MiNEa — Stk, Mabie. — La roisTK.— 
MiCHiLUMACKiii AC. —Jesuits ok Lake Micjiioak. — Ali^urz aud 
Daeloh. — The Jesuit Foe-Tbaoe. 

What were, the Jesuits doing ] Since the ruin 
of their great mission of tlte Hurona, a perceptible 
change had taken place in them. They had put 
forth exertions almost superhuman, set at naught 
famine, disease, and death, lived with the self-ab- 
negation of saints and died with the devotion of 
mai'tjTs ; and the result of all had been a disastrous 
failure. From no short-coming on their part, but 
from the force of events beyond the sphere of their 
influence, a very demon of havoc had' crushed their 
incipient churches, slaughtered their converts, up- 
rooted the populous communities on which their 
hopes had rested, and scattered them in bands of 
wretched fugitives far and wide through the wilder- 
ness.^ They had devoted themselves in the ful- 

' See " The Jesuits In North America." 
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ness of faith, to tlie building up of a Christiau and 
Jesuit empire on the conversion of the great station- 
ary tiibes of the lakes ; and of these none remained 
but the Iroquois, — the destroyer's of the rest, among 
whom, indeed, was a field which might stimulate 
their zeal by an abundant promise of sufferings and 
martyrdoms ; but which, from its geographical posi- 
tion, was too much exposed to Dutch and English 
iniluence to promise great and decisive results. 
Their best hopes were now in the North and the 
West ; and thither, in great pait, they had turned 
their energies. 

We find them on Lake Huron, Lake Superior, 
and Lake Michigan, labormg vigorously as of old, 
but in a spirit not quite the same. Now, as before, 
two objects inspired their zeal, the " greater glory 
of God," and the infiuence and credit of the order 
of Jesus. If the one motive had somewhat lost in 
power, the other had gained. The epoch of the 
saints and martyrs was passing away ; and hence- 
forth we find the Canadian Jesuit less and less an 
apostle, more and more an explorer, a man of 
science, and a politician. The yearly reports of 
the missions are still, for the edification of the pious 
reader, stuifed with intolerably tedious stories of 
baptisms, conversions, and the exemplary deport- 
ment of neophytes ; for these have become a part of 
the formula ; but they are relieved abundantly by 
more mundane topics. One finds obseiTations on the 
winds, currents, and tides of the Great Lakes ; specu- 
lations on a subterranean outlet of Lake Superior ; 
accounts of its copper-mines, and how we, the Jes- 
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iiit fathers, are laboring to explore them for the 
profit of the colony ; suiTnises touching the North 
Sea, the South Sea, the Sea of China, which we 
hope ere long to discover ; and reports of that great 
mysterious river of which the Indiana tell us, — 
flowing Bouthwai'd, perhaps to the Gulf of Mexico, 
perhaps to the Vermilion Sea, — and tlie secrets 
whereof, with the help of the Vitgin, we will soon 
reveal to the world. 

The Jesuit was as often a fanatic for his order as 
for his faith ; and oftener yet, the two fanaticisms 
mingled in him inextricably. Ardently as he 
burned for the saving of souls, he would have none 
saved on the Upper Lakes except by his brethren 
and himself. He claimed a monopoly of conver- 
sion, with its attendant monopoly of toil, hardship, 
and martyrdom. Often disinterested for himself, 
he was inordinately ambitious for the great corpo- 
rate power ia which he had merged his o'wn per- 
sonality ; and here lies one cause, among many, of 
the seeming contradictions which abound in the an- 
nals of the order. 

Prefixed to the Belation of 1611 is that monu- 
ment of Jesuit hardihood and enterprise, the map 
of Lake Superior; a work of which, however, the 
exactness has been exaggerated, as compared with 
other Canadian maps of the day, "While making 
surveys, the priests were diligently looking for cop- 
per. Father Dablon reports that they had found it 
in greatest abundance on Isle Minong, now Isle 
Royale. " A day's journey from the head of the 
lake, on the south side, there is," he says, " a rock 
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of copper weighing from six hundred to eight hun- 
dred pounds, lying on the shore where any who pass 
may see it ; " and he farther speaks of great copper 
boulders in the bed of the Eiver Ontonagan.* 

There were two principal missions on the Upper 
Lakes ; which were, in a certain sense, the parents 
of the rest. One of these was Ste. Marie du Saut, — ■ 
the same visited by DoUier and Galin^c, — at the out- 
let of Lake Superior. This was a noted fishing- 
place ; for the rapids were full of white-fish, and 
Indians came thither in crowds. The permanent 
residents were an Ojibwa band, called by the French 
Sauteurs, whose bark lodges were clustered at the 
foot of the rapids, neai" the fort of the Jesuits. 
Besides these, a host of Algonquins, of yai'lous 
tribes, resorted thither in the sprmg and summer ; 
Hving in abundance on the fehery, and dispersing 
in winter to wander and starve in scattered hunting- 
parties far and wide through the forests. 

t He complains that the Incliiins were very averse to giving informa- 
tion OE the subject, ao that the Jesuits had not as yet discovered Uie metal 
in aita, though tliey hoped soon to do so. The Indians told him that the 
copper had first been found by four hunters, who had landed on a certain 
island, near the novth shore of the lake. Wishing to boil their food in a 
vessel of hark, they gathered stones on the shore, heated them red hot 
and threw them in ; but presently discovered them to be pare copper. 
Their repast over, tliey hastened to re-embark, being afraid of the lynxes 
and the hares ; which, on this island, were as large as dogs, and 'whicli 
would have devoured their provisions, and perhaps tlieir canoe. They 
took with them some of the wonderful stones ; but scarcely had they lett 
the island, when a deep voice, like thunder, sounded in their ears, " Wlio 
ate these thieves wbo steal the toys of my children ? " It was the God 
of the Waters, ot some other powerM raanito. The four adventurers 
retreated in great terror, but three of them soon died, and 'the fourth sur- 
vived only long enough to reach his village and tell the story. The 
island has no foundation, but floats with the movement of the wind ; and 
no Indian dares land on its shores, dreading the wrath of the manito. — 
Bablon, RefcKion, 1670, 84. 
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The other chief mission was that of St. Esprit, 
at La Pointe, near the western extremity of Lake 
Superior. Here were the Hurons, — fugitives twenty- 
years before from the slaughter of thoir country- 
men ; and the Ottawas, who, like them, had sought 
an asylum from the rage of the Iroquois. Many 
other tribes, — Illinois, Pottawattamies, Foxes, Meno- 
monies, Sioux, Assinneboins, Knisteneaux, and a 
multitude besides, — came hither yearly to trade with 
the French. Here was a young Jesuit, Jacques 
Marquette, lately arrived from the Saut Ste. Marie. 
His savage flock disheartened him by its backslid- 
ings : and the best that he could report of the 
Hurons, after all the toils and all the blood lav- 
ished in their conversion, was, that they " still 
retain a little Christianity ; " while the Ottawas are 
" far removed from the kingdom of God, .and ad- 
dicted beyond all other tribes to foTilness, incanta- 
tions, and sacrifices to evil spirits." ^ 

Marquette heard from the Illinois, — yearly visitors 
at La Pointe, — of the great river which they had 
crossed on their way,^ and which, as he conjec- 
tured, flowed into the Gulf of California. He 
heard marvels of it also from the Sioux, who lived 
on its banks ; and a strong desire possessed him, to 
explore the mystery of its course. A sudden calam- 

i Lettre da Ph'e Jacqws Marqaetle aa R, P. Svp^riear des Missions ; in 
Sehlim, 1670, 87. 

3 Tho Illinois lived at this time beyond tlie Missieeippi, thirty days' 
jonmey from La Pointe ; whither they had heen driven by the Ii'oquois, 
from their former abode near Lake Michigan. DaWon, {Ikialion, 1671 ; 
2i, 25,) says that they hred aeven days' journey beyond the Mississippi, 
in eiglit viliages. A few years later, most of them returned to tlie east 
Bide Mid made (heir abode on the Bivec Illinois. 
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ity dashed his hopes. The Sioux, — the Iroquois of 
the West, as the Jesuits call them, — had hitherto 
kept the peace with the expatriated tribes of La 
Pointe ; hut now, from some cause not worth in- 
qmry, they broke into open war, and so terrified 
ttie Hurons and Ottawas that they abandoned their 
settlements and fled. Marquette followed his panic- 
stricken flock ; who, passing the Saut Ste. Marie, 
and descending to Lake Huron, stopped, at length, 
— the Hurons at Michillimackinac, and the Ottawas 
at the Great Manatotdin Island. Two missions 
were now necessary to minister to the divided bands. 
That of Michillimackinac was assigned to Mar- 
quette, and that of the Manatoulin Island to Louis 
Andre. The former took post at Point St. Ignace, 
on the north shore of the straits of Michillimack- 
inac, while the latter began the mission of St. 
Simon at the new abode of the Ottawas. When 
winter came, scattering his flock to their hunting- 
grounds, Andr6 made a missionary torn' among the 
Nipissings and other neighboring tribes. The shores 
of Lake Huron had long been an utter solitude, 
swept of their denizens by the terror of the all- 
conquering Iroquois ; but now that these tigers had 
felt the power of the French, and learned for a 
time to leave their Indian allies in peace, the fugi- 
tive hordes were returning to then ancient abodes. 
Andre's experience among them was of the rough- 
est. The staple of his diet was acorns and h'ipe 
de roche, — a species of lichen, which, being boiled, 
resolved itself into a black glue, nauseous, but not 
void of nourishment. At times he was reduced to 



I .y Google 



32 THE JESUITS ON THE LAKES. [lGTO-72. 

moss, the bark of trees, or moccasins and old 
moose-skins cut into sti'ips and boiled. His hosts 
treated him very ill, and the worst of their fare was 
always his portion. When spring came to his re- 
lief, he retm-ned to his post of St. Simon, with 
impaired digestion and unabated zeal. 

Besides the Saut Ste. Marie and Michillimack- 
inac, — both noted iishing-places, — there was another 
spot, no less famous for game and fish, and there- 
fore a favorite resort of Indians. This was the 
head of the Green Bay of Lake Michigan.^ Here 
and in adjacent districts several distinct tribes had 
made theh abode. The Menomonies were on the 
river which bears their name ; the Pottawattamies 
and Winnebagoes were near the borders of the 
bay; the Sacs on Fox River; the Mascoutins, Mia- 
mis, and Kickapoos, on the same river, above Lake 
Winnebago ; and the Outagamies, or Foxes, on a 
tributary of it flowing from the north. Green Bay 
was manifestly suited for a mission ; and, as early as 
the autumn of 1669, Father Claude AUouez was 
sent thither to found one. After nearly perishing 
by the way, he set out to explore the destined field 
of his labors, and went as far as the town of the 
Mascoutins. Early in the autumn of 1610, having 
been joined by Dablon, Superior of the missions 
on the Upper Lakes, he made another journey ; 

1 The Baje des Poana of the early wrltei^; or, more correcUy, La 
Bays des Eaux Puantes. The Winnebago Indiana, livrng near it, were 
caliad Les Puans, apparently foe no other reason than because eome por- 
tion of the hay was said to ha"'e an odor iike the sea. 

Lake Michigan, the Lac fles Illinois of tlie French, was, according to a 
letter of Eather AUouez, called Macliiliiganing by the Indians. Dablon 
writes the name, Mitchigaaon. 
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but not until the two fathers had held a council 
with the congregated tiibes at St, Francois Xavier, 
— for eo they named their mission of Green Bay. 
Here, as they harangued their naked audience, 
their gravity was put to the proof ; for a band of 
warriors, anxious to do them honor, walked inces- 
santly up and down, aping the movements of the 
soldiers on guard before the Governor's tent at Mont- 
real, " We could hardly keep from laughing, " 
writes Dablon, " though we were discoursing on 
very important subjects ; namely, the mysteries of 
our religion, and the things necessary to escaping 
from eternal fire." ' 

The fathers were delighted with the country, 
which Dablon calls an earthly paradise ; but he 
adds that the way to it is as hard as the path to 
heaven. He alludes especially to the rapids of 
Fox River, which gave .the two travellers great 
trouble. Having safely passed them, they saw an 
Indian idol on the bank, similar to that which 
DoUier and Galinee found at Detroit ; being merely 
a rock, bearing some resemblance to a man, and 
hideously painted. With the help of their at- 
tendants, they threw it into the river. Dablon 
expatiates on the buffalo ; which he describes ap- 
parently on the report of others, as his description 
is not very accm^ate. Crossing Winnebago Lake, 
the two priests followed the river leading to the 
town of the Mascoutins and Miamis, which they 
reached on the fifteenth of September.^ These two 

1 Rehiion, ISTl, 43. 

* This town was on the NeenaU or Fox River, above Lake Winne- 
bago. The Mascoutins, Kre Nation, or Nation of the Prairie, are extinct 
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tribes lived together within the compass of the 
same inclosure of palisades ; to the number, it is 
said, of more than three thousand souls. The 
missionaries, who had brought a highly-colored 
picture of the Last' Judgment, called the Indians 
to council and displayed it before them ; while 
Allouez, who spoke Algonquin, harangued them 
on hell, demons, and eternal flames. They listened 
with open ears, beset him night and day with 
questions, and invited him and his companion to 
unceasing feasts. They were welcomed in every 
lodge, and followed everywhere with eyes of curi- 
osity, wonder, and awe. Dablon overflows with 
praises of the Miami chief; who was honored by 
his subjects like a king, and whose demeanor to 
■wards his guests had no savor of the savage. 

Their hosts told them of tlie great river Missis- 
sippi, rising far in the north and flowing southward, 
— they knew not whither, — and of many tribes that 
dwelt along its banks. When at length they took 
their departure, they left behind them a reputation 
as medicine-men of transcendent power. 

In the winter following, Allouez visited the 
Foxes, whom he found in extreme ill-humor. 
They were incensed against the French by the 
ill-usage which some of their tribe had lately met 
with when on a trading-visit to Montreal ; and they 
received the faith with shouts of derision. The 
priest was horror-stricken at what he saw. Their 

or merged in other tribes. — See "JeBuita in North America." Tlie 
ItTituuis soon removed to the bonks of the Birer St. Joseph, near Lake 
Michigan. 
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lodges, — each containing from five to ten families, 
■ — seemed in his eyes like seraglios ; for some of the 
chiefs had eight wives. He armed himself with 
patience, and at length gained a hearing. Nay, he 
succeeded so well, that when he showed them his 
crucifix, they wonld throw tobacco on it as an 
oifering ; and, on another visit, which he made 
them soon after, he tanght the whole village to 
make the sign of the cross. A war-party was going 
out against their enemies, and he bethought him 
of telling them the story of the Cross and the 
Emperor Constantino. This so wrought upon them 
that they all daubed the figure of a cross on their 
shields of buU-hide, set out for the war, and came 
back victorious, extolling the sacred symbol as a 
great war-medicine. 

" Thus it is," writes Dablon, who chi'onicles the 
incident, " that our holy faith is established among 
these people ; and we have good hope that we 
shall soon carry it to the famous river called the 
Mississippi, and perhaps even to the South Sea."^ 
Most things human have their phases of the 
ludicrous ; and the heroism of these imtiring priests 
is no exception to the rule. 

The various missionary stations were much alike. 
They consisted of a chapel (commonly of logs) and 
one or more houses, with perhaps a storehouse 
and a workshop, — the whole fenced with palisades, 
and forming, in fact, a stockade fort, surrounded 
with clearings and cultivated fields. It is evident 

1 Rdation, 1672, 42. 
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that the priests had need of other hands than their 
own and those of the few lay brothers attached to 
the mission. They required men inured to hibor, 
accustomed to the forest life, able to guide canoes 
and handle tools- and weapons. In the earlier 
epoch of the missions, when enthusiasm was at its 
height, they were served in great measure by 
volunteers, who joined them through devotion or 
penitence, and who were known as donnes, or 
" given men." Of late, the number of these had 
much diminished ; and they now relied chiefly on 
hired men, or engages. These were employed in 
building, hunting, fishing, clearing and tilling Uie 
ground, guiding canoes, and if faith is to be placed 
in reports current throughout the colony in trading 
with the Indiana for the profit of the missions. 
This charge of ti'ading — which, if the results were 
applied exclusively to the support of the missions, 
does not of necessity involve much censure — is 
vehemently reiterated in many quarters, including 
the official despatches of the Governor of Canada ; 
while, so far as I can discover, the Jesuits never 
distinctly denied it ; and, on several occasions, they 
partially admitted its truth.^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 



FKAMCB TAKES POSSESSION OF THE WEST. 



Jean Talon, Intendaiit of Canada, was a man of 
QO common stamp. Able, vigorous, and patriotic, — 
he was the worthy lieutenant and disciple of the 
great minister Colbert, the ill-requited founder of 
the prosperity of Louis SIV. He cherished high 
hopes for the future of New France, and labored 
strenuously to realize them. He urged upon the 
Idiig a scheme which, could it have been accom- 
plished, would have wrought strange changes on 
the American continent. Thia was, to gain pos- 
session of New York, by treaty or conquest ; ^ thus 
giving to Canada a southern access to the ocean, 
open at all seasons, separating New England from 
Virginia, and controlling the Iroquois, the most 
formidable enemy of the French colony. Louis 
XIV. held the king of England in his pay ; and, 
had the proposal been urged, the result could not 

1 Leltre de Tahn a Colbert, 2T OcL 166T. Twenty years after, the 
jikn was iigaiii suggested by the Governor, Denonville. 
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have been foretold. The scheme failed, and Talon 
prepared to use his present advantages to the 
utmost. While laboring strenuously to develop the 
industrial resources of the colony, he addressed 
himself to discovering and occupying the interior 
of the continent ; controlling the rivers, which were 
its only highways; and securing it for France 
against every other nation. On the east, England 
was to be hemmed within a narrow strip of sea- 
board ; while, on the south, Talon aimed at securing 
a port on the Gulf of Mexico, to hold the Spaniards 
in check, and dispute with them the possession of 
the vast regions which they claimed as their own. 
But the interior of the continent was still an un- 
known world. It behooved him to explore it ; and 
to that end he availed himself of Jesuits, officers, 
fur-traders, and enterprising schemers like La Salle. 
His efforts at discovery seem to have been con- 
ducted with a singular economy of the king's purse. 
La SaUe paid all the expenses of his first expedi- 
tion made under Talon's auspices ; and apparently 
of the second also, though the Intendant announces it 
in his despatches as an expedition sent out by him- 
self.^ When, in 1670, he ordered Daumont de St. 
Lusson to search for copper-mines on Lake Superior, 
and, at the same time, to take formal possession of 

• At all eyenla, La Salle was in great need of money about Hie time of 
his eecond journey. On the sixth of August, 1671, he had received on 
credit, " dans son grand besoiii et n^cessit^," from Bransaat, fiscal attorney 
of the Seminary, merohaudiBe to the amount of four hundred and fifty 
iivrea; and, on the eighteenth of December of the following year, lie gave 
his promise to pay tlie same sum, in money or furs, in tlie August ful' 
lowing. Fiullon found the papers in the ancient records of Montreal. 



I .y Google 



1670.] ST. LU8S0N AND PEREOT. 39 

the wliole interior for the king; it was arranged 
tliat he should pay the costs of the jonrncy by 
trading with the Indians.^ 

St. Lusson set out with a small pa.rty of men, 
and Nicolas Pcrrot as liis interpreter. Among 
Canadian voyageurs, few names are so conspicuous 
as that of Perrot ; not because there were not others 
who matched him in achievement, but because he 
could write, and left behind him a tolerable account 
of what he had seen.^ He was at this time twenty- 
six yeai's old, and had formerly been an engage of 
the Jesuits. He was a man of enterprise, courage, 
and addi-ess ; the last being especially shown in his 
dealings with Indians, over whom he had great 
influence. He spoke Algonquin fluently, and was 
favorably known to many tribes of that family. St, 
Lusson wintered at the Manatoulin Islands ; while 
Perrot — having first sent messages to the tribes of 
the north, inviting them to meet the deputy of the 
Governor at the Saut Ste. Marie in the following 
spring — proceeded to Green Bay, to urge the same 
invitation upon the tiihes of that quarter. They 
knew him well, and greeted him with clamors of 
welcome. The Miamis, it is said, received him with 
a sham battle, which was designed to do him honor, 
but by which nerves more susceptible would have 

1 111 Ms despatch of 2d Nov. 1671, Talon writes to the king that " St. 
Lusson's expedition itill cost nothing, as he has received henver enough 
&om the Indiana to pay him." 

* Moears, Coiaiames, et Retligioa des SauEages de I'Am^rigiie Septen- 
trioimk. This work of Perrot, liitUerto unpublished, appeared in 1861, 
under the editorship of Father Tailhan, S.J. A great part of it is incor- 
porated in La Potherie. 
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been severely shaken.^ They entertained him also 
with, a grand game of la crosse, the Indian ball- 
play. Parrot gives a marvellous account of the 
authority and state of the Miami chief; who, he 
says, was attended day and night by a guai-d of 
warriors, — an, assertion which would be incredible 
were it not sustained by the account of the same 
chief given by the Jesuit 'Dablon. Of the tiibes 
of the Bay, the greater part promised to send dele- 
gates to the Saut ; but the Pottawattamies dissuaded 
the Miami potentate from attempting so long a 
journey, lest the fatigue incident to it might injure 
his health ; and he therefore deputed them to rep- 
resent him and his tribesmen at the great meeting. 
Their principal chiefs, with those of the Sacs, Win- 
nehagoesj and Menomonies, embarked, and paddled 
for the place of rendezvous ; where they and Perrot 
arrived on the fifth of May.^ 

St. Lusson was here with his men, fifteen in num- 
ber, among whom was Louis Joliet ; ^ and Indiana 
were fast thronging in from their ivintering grounds; 
attracted, as usual, by the fishery of the rapids, or 
moved by the messages sent by PeiTot, — Crees, Mon- 
sonis, Amikoues, Nipissings, and many more. When 
fourteen tribes, or their representatives, had arrived, 
St, Lusson prepared to execute the commission with 
which he was charged. 

' See I/aPoUierie, ii. 125. Perrot himself does not mention it. CJiarle- 
voix etconeoualy plates this interview at Cliioago. Fevrot's narratiTC 
allows that lie did not go fartlier than the trites of Green Bay ; and Uie 
MiamiB were then, as we have seen, on tlie upper part of Ecx Eivei-, 

^ Perrot, M^moi'Ks, 127. 

» ProcU Verbal de la Priss de Possession, rfc, U Jnin, 1671. The 
names are altached lo this instrament. 
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At the foot of the rapids was the village of the 
Saiateurs, above the village was a hill, and hard by 
stood the fort of the Jesuits, On the morning oi 
the fourteenth of June, St, Lusson led his followers 
to the top of the hill, all fully equipped and under 
arms. Here, too, in the vestments of their priestly 
office, were four Jesuits, — Claude Dablon, Superior 
of the Missions of the Lakes, Gabriel Druilletes, 
Claude AUouez, and Louis Andr^.^ All around, 
the great throng of Indians stood, or crouched, or 
reclined at length, with eyes and ears intent. A 
large cross of wood had been made ready. Dablon, 
in soienm form, pronounced his blessing on it ; and 
then it was reared and planted in the ground, while 
the Frenchmen, uncovered, sang the Yexilla Regis. 
Then a post of cedar was planted beside it, with 
a metal plate attached, engraven with the royal 
arms ; while St. Lnsson's followers sang the Ex- 
audiat and one of the Jesuits uttered a prayer 
for the king. St. Lusson now advanced, and, hold- 
ing his sword in one hand, and raising with the 
other a sod of earth, proclaimed in a loud voice, — 
" In the name of the Most High, Mighty, and Re- 
doubted Monarch, Louis, Fourteenth of that name. 
Most Christian King of France and of Navarre, I 
take possession of this place, Sainte Marie du Saut, 
as also of Lakes Huron and Superior, the Island of 
Manatoulin, and all countries, rivers, lakes, and 
streams contiguous and adjacent thereunto ; both 

1 Mar^natte is Bad to have been present ; b\it tlie olBcial lu^t, just cited, 
proTea the contrary. He was still at St. Esprit. 
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those which have been discovered and those which 
may he discovered hereafter, in all their length and 
breadth, bounded on the one side by the seas of the 
North and of the "West, and on the other by the 
South Sea : declaring to the nations thereof that 
from this time forth they are vassals of his Ma- 
jesty, hound to obey his laws and follow his cus- 
toms ; promising them on his part all succor and 
protection against the incursions and invasions of 
their enemies : declaring to all other potentates, 
princes, sovereigns, states and republics, — to them 
and their subjects, — that they cannot and are not to 
seize or settle upon any parts of the aforesaid coun- 
tries, save only under the good pleasure of His Most 
Christian Majesty, and of him who will govern in 
his behalf ; and this on pain of incurring his re- 
sentment and the efforts of his arms. Vive le 

The Frenchmen fired theu' guns and shouted 
""Fwe le Moi" and the yelps of the astonished In- 
dians mingled with the din. 

What now remains of the sovereignty thus 
pompously proclaimed? Now and then, the ac- 
cents of France on the lips of some straggling boat- 
man or v&gabond half-breed; — this, and nothing 
more. 

When the uproar was over, Father Allouez ad- 
dressed the Indians in a solemn harangue ; and 
these were his words : " It is a good work, my 
brothers, an important work, a great work, that 
brings us together in council to-day. Look up at 

1 Proems Vefbat de la Prise de Possession. 
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the cross which rises so high above your heads. It 
was there that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, after 
mailing himself a man for the love of men, was 
nailed and died, to satisfy his Eternal Father for 
our sins. He is the master of our lives ; the ruler 
of Heaven, Earth, and Hell. It is he of whom I 
am continually speaking to you, and whose name 
and word I have borne through all your counti'y. 
But look at this post to which are fixed the arms 
of the great chief of Erance, whom we call King. 
He lives across the sea. He is the chief of the 
greatest chiefs, and has no equal on eai'th. AH the 
chiefs whom you have ever seen are but children 
beside him. He is like a great tree, and they are 
but the little herbs that one walks ov6r and tram- 
ples under foot. You know Onontio,^ that famous 
chief at Quebec ; you know and you have seen that 
he is the terror of the Iroquois, and that his very 
name makes them tremble, since he has laid their 
country waste and bm-ned their towns with fire. 
Across the sea there are ten thousand Onontios like 
him, who axe but the warriors of om- great King, of 
whom I have told you. When he says, ' I am going 
to war,' everybody obeys his orders ; and each of 
these ten thousand chiefs raises a ti'oop of a hun- 
dred warriors, some on sea and some on land. 
Some embark in gi-eat ships, such as you have seen 
at Quebec. Your canoes carry only four or five 
men, or at the most, ten or twelve ; but our ships 
carry four or five hundi-ed, and sometimes a thou- 
sand. Others go to war by land, and in such num- 

1 The Indinn name of the Governor of Cauada. 
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bers that if they stood in a double file they would 
reach from here to Mississaquenk, which is more 
than twenty leagues off. A¥hen our King attaclsa 
his enemies, he is more terrible than the thunder : 
the earth trembles ; the air and the sea are all on 
hre with tbe blaze of his cannon : he is seen in the 
midst of his warriors, covered over with the blood 
of his enemies, whom he kills in such numbers, 
that he does not reckon them by the scalps, but by 
the streams of blood which he causes to flow. He 
takes so many prisoners that he holds them in no 
account, but lets them go where they wiU, to show 
that he is not afraid of them. But now nobody 
dares make war on him. All the nations beyond 
the sea have submitted to him and begged humbly 
for peace. Men come from every qnaiter of the 
eai'tb to listen to him and admire him. All that is 
done in the world is decided by him alone. 

But what shall I say of his riches I You think 
yourselves rich when you have ten or twelve sacks 
of com, a few hatchets, heads, kettles, and other 
things of that sort. He has cities of his own, 
more than there are of men in all this counti-y for 
five hundred leagues around. In each city there 
are store-houses where there ai'e hatchets enough 
to cut down all your forests, kettles enough to cook 
all your moose, and beads enough to fill all your 
lodges. His house is longet than from here to the 
top of the Saut, — that is to say, more than half a 
league, — and higher than your tallest ti'ees ; and 
it holds more families than the largest of your 
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towns." ^ The Father added more in a similar 
strain ; but the peroration of his hai-angue is not on 
record. 

Whatever impression this curious effort of Jesuit 
rhetoric may have produced upon the hearers, it 
did not prevent them from stripping the royal arms 
from the post to which they were nailed, as soon as 
St. Lusson and Ms men had left the Saut ; proha- 
bly, not because they understood the import of the 
symbol, but because they feai'ed it as a charm. St. 
Lusson proceeded to Lake Superior ; where, how- 
ever, he accompMshed nothing, except, perhaps, a 
fcfaffic with the Indians on his own account ; and he 
soon after returned to Quebec. Talon was resolved 
to find the Mississippi, the most interesting object 
of search, and seemingly the most attainable, in the 
wild and vague domain which he had just claimed 
for the king. The Indians had described it; the 
Jesuits were eager to discover it; and La Salle, if 
he had not reached it, had explored two several 
avenues by which it might be approached. Talon 
looked about him for a fit agent of the enterprise, 
and made choice of Louis Joliet, who had retui-ned 
from Lake Superior.^ But the Intendant was not 
to see the fulfilment of his design. His busy and 
useful career in Canada was drawing to an end. 
A misunderstanding had arisen between him and 
the Governor, Courcelles. Both were able and pub- 

1 A dose translation of Dabloa's report of tlie speech. See Belatim, 
1671, 27. 

s Leitre de Frontenac oh Miaistre, 2 Noi>. 1672, MS. In the Broclhead 
Collection, by a oopjist'e error, the name of the Chevalier de Grandftin- 
taine is substituted for tha,t of Talon. 
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lie-spirited ; but the relations between the two chiefs 
of the colony were of a nature necessarily so criti- 
cal, that a conflict of authority was scarcely to bo 
avoided. Tlie Governor presided at the council, 
and held the military command ; the Intendant 
directed affairs of justice, finance, and commerce. 
Each thought his functions encroached upon, and 
both asked for recall.^ Another- governor suc- 
ceeded ; one who was to stamp his mark, broad, 
bold, and ineffaceable, on the most memorable page 
of French- American History, 

In the Church of Notre Dame, at Quebec, on a 
day in the early autumn of 1672, the priests were 
singing Te Deirni for the safe arrival of him whom 
they were soon to wish beyond the sea again, or 
beneath it. Here you would have seen the new 
governor surrounded by officers, and by the chief 
inhabitants, anxious to pay their court; a tall man 
in the pompous garb of a military noble of that 
gorgeous reign, well advanced in middle life, but 
whose high keen features, full of intellect and the, 
bespoke his prompt undaunted nature, — Louis de 
Buade, Count of Palluau and Frontenac. He be- 
longed to the high nobility, had held important 
commands, and, if the song-writers of his time 
speak true, had anticipated the king in the favors 
of Madame de Montespan.^ His wife, who 

1 Courcelle 9 returned hnme on tlie plea of ill lieaUli. Talon remained 
a little longer ; but soon asked leave to retm-n to France, seeing that ho 
Bhould fare worse with the new governor than with the old. 

^ See Brunei, in notes to Correspotidarmede la Duchsssid' Orleans; Pan- 
lin, in notes to the HisMtdtea de Tallement dee Beaux ; and Margry, in 
JeJtmal G^^vif de i'lattTBetian PwhUque. 
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could not endure him — and the aversion seems to 
have been mutual — was a noted beauty of the 
court, and held great influence in its brilliant and 
corrupt society/ Trontenac was full of faults ; 
but it is not through these that his memory has 
survived him. He was domineeiing, arbitrary, in- 
tolerant of opposition, irascible, vehement in preju- 
dice, often wayward, perverse, and jealous: a 
persecutor of those who crossed him ; yet capable, 
by fits, of moderation, and a magnanimous lenity; 
and gifted with a rare charm — not always exerted 
— to win the attachment of men: versed in books, 
pohshed in courts and salons ; without fear, incapa- 
ble of repose, keen and broad of sight, clear in 
judgment, prompt in decision, fruitful in resources, 
unshaken when others despaired ; a sure breeder of 
stoiTus in time of peace, but in time of calamity 
and danger a tower of strength. His early career 
in America was beset with ire and enmity ; but 
admiration and gratitude hailed him at its close : 
for it was he who saved the colony and led it 
triumphant from an abyss of ruin,^ 

1 St. Simon and Maitemoiaelle de Montpensier give very cnrioua ac- 
counts of Madame de Prontenac, who is also meiitioiied in the Leitres de 
Madame de Sevigag, Her portrait will be found at Tersailles. 

2 In tlie Library of the Semuiary of Quebec is preserved the funeral 
oration pronounced over the body of Frontenac by Olivier Goyer, a 
R^eoltet tHar. It is a blind and wholesale panegyric, hut it is interlined 
with notes and comments at, great length, by some other ecclesiastic, a. 
bitter enemy of the Governor. He is vindictive and acrimonious beyond 
measure; but, between the two, a good deal of truth is atruok out. Charle- 
voix's estimate of Frontenac is admirably candid, when it is remembered 
that he writes of an enemy of his Order. The cureer of Frontenac, hia 
letters, and those of his enemies, — of which many ore preserved, — are, 
however, hb best Interpretation. 
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THE DISCOVERY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 

JOLIBT BEST TO FISD THE MISSISSIPPI, — J.iCQUKB MaKQUETTE. — DePAR- 

TUEE. — GiiEES B.iY. — The Wiscossin. —The Mississippi. — Ikdia(!s. 
— Mabitous. — .Tub Abkansab. — The Ilusois. — Joliet's MisFon- 
TUHE. — Marquette at Chicago. — Hia Illness. — His Death. 

If Talon had remained in the colony, Frontenac 
would infallibly have quarrelled with him ; but he 
was too clear-sighted not to approve his plans for 
the discovery and occupation of the interior. Be- 
fore sailing for France, Talon recommended Joliet 
as a suitable agent for the discovery of the Missis- 
sippi, and the Governor accepted his counsel.^ 

Lotiis Joliet was the son of a wagon-maker in 
the service of the Company of the Hundred Asso- 
ciates,^ then ownera of Canada. He was born at 
Quebec in 1645, was educated by the Jesuits; and, 
when still very young, he resolved to be a priest. 
He received the tonsure and the minor orders at 
the age of seventeen. Four years after, he is men- 
tioned with especial honor for the part he bore in 

I Lettre de Frontenac aa Minislre, 2 Nov. 1672 ; Ibid U Nov. 1674. 
MSS. 

^ See " Jesuiti in Nortli America." 
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the disputes in pldlosopliy, at which the dignitaries 
of the colony were present, and in which the 
Intendant himself took part.^ Not long after, he 
renounced his clerical vocation, and turned fur- 
trader. Talon sent him, with one Pere, to explore 
the copper-mines of Lake Superior ; and it was on 
his return from this expedition that he met La Salle 
and the Sulpitians near the head of Lake Ontario.^ 
In what we know of Joliet, there is nothing that 
reveals any sahent or distinctive trait of character, 
any especial breadth of view or boldness of design. 
He appears to have been simply a merchant, intel- 
ligent, well educated, courageous, hardy, and enter- 
prising. Though he had renounced the priesthood, 
he retained his pai-tiality for the Jesuits ; and it is 
more than probable that theu' influence had aided 
not a little to determine Talon's choice. One of 
their number, Jacques Mai-quettc, was chosen to 
accompany him. 

He passed up tlie lakes to Michillimackinac ; and 
found his destined companion at Point St. Igaace, 
on the north side of the strait ; where, in his pali- 



■■ "Le 2 Juillet (1666) lea pcemiferes disputes de pMlosophie se font 
dans la congregation arec auccfea. Toates lea puissances s'y trouvent; 
M. rintendant entr'autrea y a argumente tres-bien, M, Jolliet et Pierce 
Fnuidieville j ont trfes-bien repondu de toute la iogique." — Jciurno! ifes 
J^uttes, MS. 

* Nothing was bnoirn of JoUet till Shea investigated hia liistory. 
Fecland, in Ma Notes ^r ks Regislres de Nolre-Daiae de Quebec ; Falllon, in 
hia Oohnie Frantaise en Canada ; and Margry, in a series of papers in the 
Joantai G^t£falde Plniiraclion Publigiie, — have thrown mnch new light on 
hislife, From joamals of a voyage made by him at alater period to the 
coast of Labrador, — given in subatanee by Margry, — he seems to have 
been a man of closo and intelligent obserration. His mathematical ac- 
qtiirements appear to have been very conaiderable. 
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saded mission-house and chapel, he had labored for 
two years past to instruct the Huron refugees from 
St. Esprit, and a band of Ottawas who had joined 
tliem. Marquette was bom in 1637, of an old and 
honorable family at Laon, in the north of i' ranee, 
and was now thirty-five years of age. When about 
seventeen, he had joined the Jesuits, evidently from 
motives purely religious ; and in 1666 he was sent 
to the missions of Canada. At first he was destined 
to the station of Tadoussac ; and, to prepare himself 
for it, he studied the Montagnais language under 
Gabriel Druilletes. But his destination was changed, 
and he was sent to the Upper Lakes in 1668, where 
he had since remained. His talents as a Imguist 
must have been great; for, within a few years, he 
learned to speak with ease six Indian languages. 
The traits of liis character are unmistakable. He 
was of the brotherhood of the early Canadian mis- 
sionaries, and the true counterpart of Gamier or 
Jogues. He was a devout votaiy of the Virgin 
Mai-y; who, imaged to his mind in shapes of the 
most transcendent loveliness with which the pencil 
of human genius has ever informed the canvas, was 
to him the object of an adoration not unmingled 
with a sentiment of chivalrous devotion. The long- 
ings of a sensitive heart, divorced from earth, sought 
solace in the sides. A subtile element of romance 
was blended with the fervor of his worship, and 
hung like an illumined cloud over the harsh and 
hard realities of his daily lot. Kindled by the smile 
of his celestial mistress, his gentle and noble nature 
knew no fear. For her he bui-ned to dare and to 
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suffer, discover new lands and conquer new realms 
to lier sway. 

He begins the journal of his voyage thus : " The 
day of the Immaculate Conception of the Holy 
Virgin; whom I had continually invoked, since I 
came to this country of the Ottawas, to obtain from 
God the favor of being enabled to visit the nations 
on the river Mississippi — this very day was precise- 
ly that on which M. Joliet aiiived with orders from 
Count Frontenac, our Governor, and from M. Talon, 
our Intendant, to go with me on this discovery. I 
was all the more delighted at this good news, be- 
cause I saw my plans about to be accomplished, 
and found myself in the happy necessity of exposing 
my life for the salvation of all these tribes ; and 
especially of the Illinois, who, when I was at Pomt 
St. Esprit, h^d begged niB very earnestly to bring 
the word of God among them." 

The outfit of the travellers was very simple. 
They provided themselves with two birch canoes, 
and a supply of smoked meat and Indian corn ; em- 
barked with five men ; and began their voyage on 
the seventeenth of May. They had obtained all 
possible mformation from the Indians, and had 
made, by means of it, a species of map of their 
intended route. " Above all," writes Marquette, 
" I placed our voyage under the protection of the 
Holy Vii'gin Immaculate, promising that if she 
granted us the favor of discovering the great river, 
I would give it the name of the Conception." ^ Their 

1 The doetcine of the Immaculate Conception, sanctioned in our own 
time by the Pope, was always a iayorite tenet of tie Jesuits ; ani Mar- 
qnette was especially devoted to it. 
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course was westward ; and, plying their paddies, 
they passed the Straits of MichUlimackinac, and 
coasted the northern shores of Lake Michigan ; 
landing at evening to build their camp-fire at tiie 
edge of the forest, and draw up then- canoes on 
the strand. They soon reached the river Meno- 
monie, and ascended it to the village of the Menotno- 
nies, or Wild-rice Indians.^ When they told them 
the object of their voyage, they were filled with 
astonishment, and used their best ingenuity to dis- 
suade them. The banks of the Mississippi, they 
said, were inhabited by ferocious tribes, who put 
every stranger to death, tomahawking all new-com- 
ers without cause or provocation. They added 
that there was a demon in a certain part of the 
river, whose roar could be heard at a great distance, 
and who would engulf-them in the abyss where 
he dwelt; that its waters were full of frightful 
monsters, who would devour them and their canoe ; 
and, finally, that the heat was so great that they 
would perish inevitably. Marquette set their counsel 
at naught, gave them a few words of instruction in 
the mysteries of the Faith, taught them a prayer, 
and bade them farewell. 

The travellers soon reached the mission at the 
head of Green Bay ; entered the Fox liiver ; with 
difficulty and labor dragged thek canoes up the 
long and tumultuous rapids ; crossed Lake Win- 

1 The Malhonmines, Malonminek, Onmalouminek, or Nation dea 
Folles-Avoines, of early French vrriterB, The folte-avome, wild oata or 
" wild rice," — Zitania aqaatica, — was their ordinary fijod, ae alf o of other 
tribes of this region. 
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nebago ; and followed tlie quiet windings of the 
river beyond, where they glided through an endless 
growth of wild rice, and scared the innumerable 
birds that fed upon it. On either hand rolled the 
praiiie, dotted with groves and trees, browsing elk 
and deer.^ On the seventh of June, tbey reached 
the Mascoutins and Miamis, who, since the visit of 
Dablon and Allouez, had been joined by the Kick- 
apoos. Marquette, who had an eye for natural 
beauty, was delighted with the situation of the town, 
which be describes as standing on the crown of a 
hill ; whilcjall around, the prairie stretched beyond 
the sight, interspersed with groves and belts of tall 
forest. But he was still more delighted when he 
saw a cross planted in the midst of the place. The 
Indians had decorated it with a number of dressed 
deer-skins, red giudles, and bows and arrows, which 
tbey had hung upon it as an offering to the Great 
Manitou of the Frencb, — a sight by which, as Mar- 
quette says, he was " extremely consoled." 

The travellers had no sooner reached the town 
than they called the chiefs and elders to a council. 
Joliet told them that the Governor of Canada bad 
sent him to discover new countiies, and that God 
had sent his companion to teach the ti-ue faith to 
the inhabitants ; and he prayed for guides to show 
them the way to the waters of the Wisconsin. The 
council readily consented ; and on the tenth of June 

' "Dablon, on his journey willi Allouez in 1670, waa dpliglitecl with the 
aspect of the country and the abundance nf game along tliia river. CarTer, 
a century later, Rpeaks to the same effect, — saying the birds rose up in 
clouds from the wild-rice inaishes. 
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the Frenchmen embarked again, with two Indian* 
to conduct them. All the town came do\yn to 
the shore to see tlieh' depaitui'e. Here were the 
Miamis, with long locks of hair dangling over each 
ear, after a fashion which Marquette thought very 
becoming; and here, too, the Mascoutins and the 
Kickapoos, whom he describes as mere boors in 
comparison with their Miami townsmen. All stared 
alike at the seven adventiu'ers, marvelling that men 
could be found to risk an enterprise so hazardous. 

The river twisted among lakes and marshes 
choked with wild rice ; and, but for their guides, 
they could scarcely have followed the perplexed 
and narrow channel. It. brought them at last to 
the portage ; where, after carrying their canoes a 
mile and a half over the prairie and thi^ough the 
marsh, they launched them on the Wisconsin, bade 
farewell to the waters that flowed to the St. Law- 
rence, and committed themselves to the current 
that was to bear them they knew not whither, — 
perhaps to the Gulf of Mexico, perhaps to the 
South Sea or the Gulf of California. They glided 
calmly down the tranquil stream, by islands choked 
with trees and matted with entangling grape-vines ; 
by forests, groves, and prairies, — the parks and 
pleasure-grounds of a prodigal nature ; by thickets 
and marshes and broad bare sand-bars ; under the 
shadowing trees, between whose tops looked down 
from afar the bold brow of some woody bluff. At 
night, the bivouac, — the canoes inverted on the 
bank, the fUckering fire, the meal of bison-flesh 
or venison, the evening pipes, and slumber beneath 
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the stars : and when in the morning they embarked 
again, the mist hung on the river like a bridal veil ; 
then melted before the sun, till the glassy water 
and the languid woods basked breathless m the 
sultiy glare.-" 

On the 17th of June, they saw on their right 
the broad meadows, bounded in the distance by 
rugged hills, where now stand the town and fort 
of Prairie du Cliien. Before them, a wide and 
rapid current coursed athwart their way, by the 
foot of lofty heights wrapped thick in foresls. 
They had found what they sought, and " with a 
joy," writes Marquette, " which I cannot express," 
they steered forth their canoes on the eddies of the 



Turning southward, tliey paddled down the 
stream, through a solitude unrelieved by the faint- 
est trace of man. A large fish, apparently one of 
the huge cat-fish of the Mississippi, blundered 
against Marquette's canoe with a force which 
seems to have startled him ; and once, as they 
drew in their net, they caught a " spade-fish," 
whose eccentric appearance greatly astonished 
them. At length, the b^^ffalo began to appear, 
grazing in herds on the great prairies which then 
bordered the river; and Marquette describes the 
fierce and stupid look of the old bulls, as they 
stared at the intruders through the tangled mane 
which neai'ly blinded them. 

They advanced with extreme caution, landed at 

1 The aboTB traits of the eeenery of the Wisconaia ave talieii from per- 
Bonal obserration of the river during midsummer. 
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night, and made a fire to cook their evening meal ; 
then extinguished it, embai-ked again., paddled some 
way farther, and anchored in the stream, keeping 
a man on the watch till morning. They had jour- 
neyed more than a fortnight without meeting a 
human being; when, on the 25th, they discovered 
footprints of men in the mud of the western banii, 
and a well-trodden path that led to the adjacent 
prairie. Joliet and Marquette resolved to follow 
it ; and, leaving the canoes iu charge of their men, 
they set out on their hazardous adventure. The 
day was fair, and they walked two leagues in 
silence, following the path through the forest and 
across the aunny prairie, till they discovered an 
Indian village on the banks of a river, and two 
others on a hill half a league distant.' Now, with 
beating hearts, they invoked the aid of Heaven, 
and, again advancing, came so near- without being 
seen, that they could hear the voices of the Indians 
among the wigwams. Then they stood forth in 
full view, and shouted, to atti-act attention. There 
was great commotion in the village. The inmates 
swarmed out of their huts, and four of theft- chief 
men presently came forward to meet the strangers, 
advancing very deliberately, and holding up toward 
the sun two calumets, or peace-pipes, decorated 
with feathers. They stopped abruptly before the 
two Frenchmen, and stood gazing at them with 



1 TlielndianvillageSiUnfler the names of Peouarla [Pi 
gouena, are represented in Marquette'8 map upon a ri' 
position wiUi the Bes Moines ; thougii the distance i 
&B given by iiim, would indicate a river fitrther north. 
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attention, without speaking a word. Marquette 
was much relieved on seeing that they wore French 
cloth, whence he judged that they must be friends 
and alhes. He broke the silence, and asked them 
who they were ; whereupon they answered that 
they were Illinois, and offered the pipe ; which 
having been dnly smoked, they all went together 
to the village. Here the chief received the travel- 
lers after a singular fashion, meant to do them 
hoiior. He stood stark naked at the door of a 
targe wigwam, holding up both hands as if to 
shield his eyes. " Frenchmen, how bright the 
sun shines when you come to visit us ! All our 
village awaits you ; and you shall enter our wig- 
wams in peace." So saying, he led them into his 
own; which was crowded to suffocation with sav- 
ages, staring at their guests in silence. Having 
smoked with the chiefs and old men, they were 
invited to visit the great chief of all the Illinois, at 
one of the villages they had seen in the distance ; 
and thither they proceeded, followed by a throng 
of warriors, squaws, and children. On arriving, 
they were forced to smoke again, and listen to a 
speech of welcome from the great chief; who de- 
livered it, standing between two old men, naked 
like himself. His lodge was crowded with the 
dignitaries of the tribe ; whom Marquette addressed 
in Algonquin, announcing himself as a messenger 
sent by the God who had made them, and whom it 
behooved them to recognize and obey. He added a 
few words touching the power and glory of Count 
Frontenac, and concluded by asking information 
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concerning the Mississippi, and the tribes along its 
banks, whom he was on his way to visit. The 
chief replied with a speech of compliment, — assur- 
ing his guests that their presence added flavor to 
his tobacco, made the river more calm, the sky 
more serene, and the earth more beautiful. In 
conclusion, he gave them a young slave and a 
calumet, begging them at the same time to aban- 
don their purpose of descending the Mississippi. 

A feast of four courses now followed. Pii-st, a 
wooden bowl full of a porridge of Indian meal 
boiled with grease was set before the guests, and 
the master of ceremonies fed them in tuni, like in- 
fants, with a large spoon. Then appeai-ed a plat- 
ter of fish ; and the same functionary, carefully re- 
moving the bones with his fingers, and blowing on 
the morsels to cool them, placed them in the 
mouths of the two Frenchmen. A large dog, kill- 
ed and cooked for the occasion, was next placed 
before them ; but, failing to tempt their fastidious 
appetites, was supplanted by a dish of fat buffalo- 
meat, which concluded the entertainment. The 
crowd haymg dispersed, buffalo-robes were spread 
on the ground, and Marquette and Joliet spent the 
night on the scene of the late festivity. In the 
morning, the chief, with some six hundred of Ms 
tribesmen, escorted them to their canoes, and bade 
them, after their stolid fashion, a friendly farewell. 
Again they were on their way, slowly diifting 
down the great river. They passed the month of 
the Illinois, and glided beneath that hne of rocks 
on the eastern side, cut into fantastic forms by the 
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elements, and marked as " The Ruined Castles " 
on some of the early French maps. Presently 
they beheld a sight which reminded them that the 
Devil was still lord paramount of this wilderness. 
On the flat face of a high, rock, were painted in 
red, black, and green a pair of raonsterSj — each 
" as large as a calf, with horns like a deer, red 
eyes, a beard like a tiger, and a frightful expres- 
sion of countenance. The face is somethmg like 
that of a man, the body covered with scales ; and 
the tail so long that it passes entirely round the 
body, over the head and between the legs, ending 
like that of a fish." Such is the account which the 
worthy Jesuit gives of these manitous^ or Indian 
gods.^ He confesses that at first they frightened 
him ; and his imagination and that of his credulous 
companions were so wrought upon by these unhal- 
lowed efforts of Indian art, that they continued for 
a long time to talk of them as they plied their pad- 
dles. They were thus engaged, when they were 

1 The rode where these figures were painted is immediately above the 
dty of Alton. The tradition of their exietein:e reraaiiia, though they are 
entirely e^oed by time. In 1807, when I passed the place, a part of tlie 
rock had been quarried away, and, inatead of Marquette's monstera, it 
bore a huge adveriiseraent of " Plantation Bittei's." Some years ago, 
certain persons, with more zeal than knowledge, proposed to restore the 
figures, after conceptions of their own ; but the idea was abandoned. 

Marquette made a drawing of the two monsters, but it is lost, I have, 
however, a fae-simile of a map made a few years later by order of the 
Intendant Duehesneau ; which is decorated with the portriut of one of 
them, answering to Marquette's description, and probably copied from his 
drawing. St. Cosme, who saw them in 1699, saya that they were eyen 
then almost effaced. Souay and Joutel also speak of them ; the former, 
bitterly hostile to his Jesuit coniemporaries, oliarging Marquette with 
esa^eration in his account of them. Joutel could see nothing terrifying 
in their appearance ; but ho says that hia Indians mails sacrifices to tliem 
as they paseed 
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suddenly aroused by a real danger. A toiTent of 
yellow mud rushed furiously athwart the calm blue 
current of the Mississippi ; boiling and surging, and 
sweeping in its course logs, branches, and uprooted 
trees. They had reached the mouth of the Mis- 
soui-ij where that savage river, descending from its 
mad career through a yast unknown of barbarism, 
poured its turbid floods into the bosom of its gen- 
tler sister. Their light canoes whirled on the miry 
Vortex like dry leaves on an angry brook. " I 
never," writes Marquette, " saw any thing more ter- 
rific ; " but they escaped with their fright, and held 
their way down the turbulent and swollen current 
of the now united rivers.-' They passed the lonely 
forest that covered the site of the destined city of 
St. Louis, and, a few days later, saw on their left 
the mouth of the stream to which the Iroquois had 
given the weh-mciited name of Ohio, or, the 
Beautiful Eiver.^ Soon they began to see the 
marshy shorea buried in a dense gi^owth of the cane, 
with its tall sti'aight stems and feathery light-green 
foliage. The sun glowed through the hazy air 
with a languid stifling heat, and, by day and night, 
mosquitoes in myriads left them no peace. They 
floated slowly down the current, crouched in the 



1 The Missouri is called Pekitanou'i by Maiciuette. It also bears, on 
early Prencli maps, the names of Riviere des Osages, and Riviere dee 
Emisaonritea, or Oamesaourite. On Marquette's map, a tribe of tliis name 
is placed near its banks, just above tlie Osages. Judging by the course of 
the MiasiEsippi that it discharged into the Gulf of Mexico, he conceived 
the hope of one day reaching the South Saa by way of the Missouri. 

^ Called on Marquette's map, Ouabouskiaon. On some of the earliest 
maps, it JB called Ounhache (Wabash). 
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shade of the sails which they had spread as awn- 
ings, when suddenly they saw Indians on the east 
bank. The surprise was mutual, and each party 
was as much frightened as the other. Marquette 
hastened to display the calumet which the Illinois 
had given him byway of passport ; and the Indians, 
recognizing the paciiic symbol, replied with an invi- 
tation to land. Evidently, they were in communica- 
tion with Europeans, for they were armed with g\ms, 
knives, and hatchets, wore garments of cloth, and 
carried their gunpowder in small bottles of thick 
glass. ■ They feasted the Frenchmen with buffalo- 
meat, bear's oil, and white plums ; and gave them a 
variety of doubtful information, including the agree- 
able but delusive assurance that they would reach 
the mouth of the river in ten days. It was, in fact, 
more than a thousand miles distant. 

They resiimed their course, and again floated 
down the interminable monotony of river, marsh and 
forest. Day after day passed on in solitude, and they 
had paddled some three hundred miles since their 
meeting with the Indians; when, as they neared 
the mouth of the Arkansas, they saw a cluster of 
wigwams on the west bank. Their inmates were all 
astir, yelling the war-whoop, snatching their weap- 
ons, and running to the shore to meet the strangers, 
who, on their part, called for succor to the Virgin. 
In truth they had need of her aid ; for several large 
wooden canoes, filled with savages, were putting 
out from the shore, above and below them, tg cut 
off their retreat, while a swarm of headlong young 
warriors waded into the water to attack them. The 
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current proved too strong ; and, failing to reach the 
canoes of the Frenchmen, one of them threw his 
war-cltib, which flew over the heads of the startled 
travellers. Meanwhile, Marquette had not ceased 
to hold up his calumet, to which the excited crowd 
gave no heed, but strung theu' hows and notched 
their arrows for immediate action ; when at length 
the elders of the village arrived, saw the peace- 
pipe, restrained the ardor of the youth, and urged 
the Frenchmen to come ashore. Marquette and 
his companions complied, ti'emhling, and found a 
better reception than they had reason to fexpect. 
One of the Indians spoke a little Illinois, and served 
as interpreter ; a friendly conference was followed 
by a feast of sagamite and fish ; and the ti-aveUers, 
not without sore misgivings, spent the night in the 
lodges of their entertainers.' 

Eai'ly in the morning, they embarked again, and 
proceeded to a village of the Arkansas ti-ibe, about 
eight leagues below. Notice of their coming was 
sent before them by their late hosts ; and, as they 
drew near, they were met by a canoe, in the prow of 
which stood a naked pei-sonage, holding a calumet, 
singing, and making gestures of friendship. On 
reaching the village, which was on the east side,*^ 
opposite the mouth of the river Arkansas, they were 
conducted to a sort of scaffold before the lodge of 
the war-chief. The space beneath had been pre- 
pared for their reception, the ground being neatly 

J This ■village, called Mitohigamea, is represented on several cnafem- 
porary maps. 

^ A few years later, the A 
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covered with rush mats. On these they were 
seated ; the waiTiors sat around them in a semi- 
circle ; then the elders of the tribe ; and then the 
promiscuous crowd of villagers, standing, and staring 
over the heads of the more dignified members of 
the assembly. All the men were naked ; but, to 
compensate for the lack of clothing, they wore 
strings of beads in their noses and ears. The 
women were clothed in shabby skins, and wore 
their hair clumped in a mass behind each ear. By 
good luck, there was a young Indian in the village, 
who had an excellent Imowledge of Illinois ; and 
through him Marquette endeavored to explain the 
mysteries of Christianity, and to gain information 
concerning the river below. To this end he gave 
his auditors the presents indispensable on such 
occasions, but received very little in return. They 
told him that the Mississippi was infested by hostile 
Indians, armed with guns procured from white 
men; and that they, the Arkansas, stood in such 
fear of them that they dared not hunt the buffalo, 
but were forced to live on Indian corn, of which 
they raised three crops a year. 

During the speeches on either side, food was 
brought in without ceasing ; sometimes a platter of 
sagamite or mush ; sometimes of com boiled whole ; 
sometimes a roasted dog. The villagers had large 
earthen pots and platters, made by themselves with 
tolerable skill, — as well as hatchets, knives, and 
beads, gained by tratfic vi'ith the Illinois and other 
tribes in contact with the French or Spaniards. AU 
day there was feasting without respite, after the 
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merciless practice of Indian hospitality ; but at 
nigh-t some of their entertainers proposed to kill 
and plunder them, — a scheme which was defeated 
by the vigilance of the chief, who visited their 
quarters, and danced the calumet dance to reassure 
his guests. 

The travellers now held counsel as to what com-se 
they should take. They had gone far enough, as 
they thought, to establish one important point, — 
that the Mississippi discharged its waters, not into 
the Atlantic or sea of Virginia, nor into the Gulf of 
California or Vermilion Sea, but into the Gulf 
of Mexico. They thought themselves neai-er to its 
mouth than they actually were, — the distance being 
still about seven hundred miles ; and they feared 
that, if they went farther, they might be killed by 
Indians or captured by Spaniards, whereby the re- 
sults of their discovery would be lost. Therefore 
they resolved to retm-n to Canada, and report what 
they had seen. 

They left the Arkansas village, and began their 
homeward voyage on the seventeenth of July. It 
was no easy task to urge their way upward, in the 
heat of midsummer, against the current of the dark 
and gloomy sti-eam, toiling all day under the pai'ch- 
ing sun, and sleeping at night in the exhalations of 
the unwholesome shore, or in the narrow confines 
of their buxhen vessels, anchored on the liver. Mar- 
quette was attacked with dysentery. Languid and 
well-nigh spent, he invoked his celestial mistress. 
as day after day, and week after week, they won 
their slow way northward. At length they reached 
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the Illinois, and, entering its mouth, followed its 
course, charmed, as they went, with its placid 
waters, its shady forests, and its rich plains, grazed 
by the bison and the deer. They stopped at a spot 
soon to be made famous in the annals of western 
discovery. This was a village of the Illinois, then 
called Kaskaslda, — a name aftenvards transferred 
to another locality.^ A chief, with a band of young 
wamors, offered to guide them to the Lake of the 
Illinois ; that is to say, Lake Michigan. Thither 
they repaired; and, coasting its shores, reached 
Green Bay at the end of September, after an ab- 
sence of about four months, during which they had 
paddled their canoes somewhat more than two thou- 
sand five hundred miles.'' 

Marquette remamed, to recruit his exhausted 
strength ; but Joliet descended to Quebec, to bear 
the report of bis discovery to Count frontenac. 

1 Marquette saye tliat it coiiBiateil at this time of Beventy-four lodges. 
These, like the Huron and Iroquois lodgBS, contoinea eacii several fires 
and aereral families. This village was about seven miles below the site 
of the present toivn of Ottawa. 

3 The jonmnl of Marquette, first pubhshed in an imperfect form by 
Tlievenot, in 1681, has been reprmted by Mr Lenojc, under the direction 
of Mr. Shea, &om the manusenpt preserved m the archives of the Cana- 
dian Jesuits. It will also be found in Shea's Diacoven/ and Explo^aiion of 
the Mississippi Valley, and the Bdatiom Incites, of Marlin. The true map 
of Marquette accompanies all these publications. The map published by 
Thevenot and reproduced by Bancroft is not Marquette's. The original 
of tliifl, of which I have a iac-simile, beats tlie title Carte de la NoueeUe 
Detovxa-U 3«e fes Peres JesaitfS out fait en I'fom^e 1G72, et conljjiuefe par h Phi: 
Jacquee Marqaetie, etc. The return route of the expedition is incorrectly 
laid down on it. A manuscript map of the Jesuit Baffeis: , preserved in 
the BibUothSque Imp^riale, is more accurate in this parttcular. I have 
also another conteraporary manuscript map, indicating the various Jesuit 
stations in the west at this lime, and representing the Mississippi, as dis- 
covered by Marquette. For these and other maps, see Appendix. 
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Fortune had wonderfully favored him on his long 
and periloua journey ; but now she abandoned hira 
on the very threshold of home. At the foot of the 
rapids of La Chine, and immediately above Mon- 
treal, his canoe was overset, two of his men and an 
Indian boy were drowned, all his papers were lost, 
and he himself narrowly escaped.' In a letter to 
Frontenac, he speaks of the accident as follows : 
" I had escaped every peril from the Indians ; I 
had passed forty-two rapids ; and was on the point 
of disembarking, full of joy at the success of so 
long and difficult an enterprise, — when my canoe 
capsized, after all the danger seemed over. I lost 
two men, and my box of papers, within sight of the 
first French settlements, which I had left almost 
two years before. Nothing remains to me bnt my 
life, and the ardent desire to employ it on any ser- 
vice which yon may please to direct." ^ 

1 Leiire de Frantenac aa MinislTe, Qudiec, 14 Jfei. 1674, MS, 

2 This, tetter is appended to Joliet's BtunUer BSSp of liU discoreries. 
See Appendix. Joliat applied for a grant of tlje countriea lie had visited, 
hut felled to obtain it, because the king wished at this time to confine the 
inhabitants of Canada to productive induatry within the limits of the 
coloaj'. and to restrain tlieir tendency to roam into the weetem wilder- 
ness. On the aeventli of October, 1675, Joliet married Claire Biseot, 
dftugliter of a wealthy Canadian merchant, engaged in trade with the 
nnrtljem Indians. This drew Joliet's attention to Hudson's Bay, and he 
made a journey thither in 1679, by way of the Saguenay. He found 
three English forts on the bay, occupied by about sixty men, who had 
also an armed vessel of twelve guns and several small trading-craft. The 
English held out great inducements to Joliet to join them; but he de- 
clined, and returned to Quebec, where he reported that, unless these for- 
midable rivals were dispossessed, the trade of Canada would he ruined. 
In consequence of this report, some of the principal merchants of the 
colony formed a compiiny to compete with the English in the trade of 
Hudson's Bay. In the year of this journey, Joliet received a grant of the 
islands of Mignan ; and in the following year, 1680, he received another 
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Marquette spent tlie winter and the following 
summer at the mission of Green Bay, still suffering 
from his malady. In the autumn, howeverj if 
abated, and he was permitted by his superior to at- 
tempt the execution of a plan to which he was de- 
votedly attached, — the founding, at the principal 
town of the Illinois, of a mission to be called the 
Immaculate Conception, a name which he had 
already given to the river Mississippi: He set out 
on this errand on the twenty-fifth of October, ac- 
companied by two men, named Pierre and Jacques, 
one of whom had been with him on his great jour- 
ney of discovery. A hand of Pottawattamies and 
another band of Illinois also joined him. The 
united parties — ten canoes in all — followed the 
east shore of Green Bay as far as the inlet then 
called Sturgeon Cove, from the head of which they 
crossed by a difficult portage thi'ough the forest to 
the shore of Lake Michigan. November had come. 
The bright hues of the autumn foliage were 
changed to rusty bro\vn. The shore was desolate, 
and the lake was stormy. They were more than a 



grant, of the great island of Antieosti in- the lower St.Lawrence. In 1661, 
he was established here with hie wife and six servants. He waa engaged 
in fisheries ; and, being a skilM navigator and surveyor, lie made about 
this time a chart of the St. Lawrence. In 1690, Sur WilUam PMps, on 
hia way with an English fleet to attack Quebec, made a descent on JoUet's 
establishment, bnmt his bnlldings, and took prisoners his wife and his 
mother-in-law. In 1694, Joliet explored the coasts of Labrador under the 
aaspices of a company formed for the whale and Eeal fishery. On his 
retnm, Fronteoac made him royal pilot for the St. Lawrence ; and at about 
the same time he received the appointment of hydrographer at Quebec. 
He died, apparently poor, in 1699 or 1700, and was buried on one of the 
islands of Mignan. The discovery of the above £icts is doe in great part 
to the researches of Margry. 
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month in coasting its western border, when at length 
they reached the river Chicago, entered it, and as- 
cended about two leagues. Marquette's disease 
had lately returned, and hemorrhage now ensued. 
He told his two companions that this journey 
would be his last. In the condition in which he 
was, it was impossible to go farther. The two 
men built a log-hut by the river, and here they pre- 
pared to spend the winter, while Marquette, feeble 
as he was, began the spiritual exercises of Saint 
Ignatius, and confessed his two companions twice a 
week. 

Meadow, marsh, and forest were sheeted with 
snow, but game was abundant. Pierre and Jacques 
killed buffalo and deer and shot wild turkeys close 
to their hut. There was an encampment of Illi- 
nois within two days' journey; and other Indians, 
passing by this well known thoroughfare, occasion- 
ally visited them, treating the exiles kindly, and 
sometimes bringing them game and Indian corn. 
Eighteen leagues distant was the camp of two ad- 
venturous Trench traders, — one of them a noted 
coureur de hois, nicknamed La Taupine,^ and the 
other a self-styled surgeon. They also visited Mar- 
quette, and befriended him to the best of their 
power. 

Urged by a burning desire to lay, before he died, 
the foundation of his new mission of the Immacu- 
late Conception, Marquette begged his two foUow- 

1 Pierre Moreau, alias La Taupine, was afterwarfls bitterly complained 
of by the Intendant Ducbesneau for acting as the GoYernor's agent in 
illicit trade with the Indiana. 
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ers to join him in a novena, or nine days' devotion 
to the Virgin, In consequence of this, as he be- 
lieved, his disease relented ; he began to regain 
strength, and, in March, was able to resume tbc 
journey. On the thirtieth of the month, they left 
their hut, which had been inundated by a sudden 
rise of the river, and carried their canoe tlu'ough 
nmd and water over the portage which led to the 
head of the Des Plaines, Marquette knew the 
way, for he had passed by this route on his return 
from the Mississippi. Amid the rains of opening 
spring, they floated down the swollen current of the 
Des Flames, by naked woods, and spongy, saturated 
prairies, tni they reached its junction with the main 
sti'eam of the Illinois, which they descended to their 
destination, — the Indian town which Marquette 
calls Kaskaskia. Here, as we are told, he was 
received " like an angel from Heaven." He passed 
from wigwam to wigwam, telling the listening 
crowds of God and the Virgin, Paradise and Hell, 
angels and demons ; and, when he thought their 
minds prepared, he summoned them all to a grand 
council. 

It took place near the town, on the great meadow 
which lies between tlie river and the modem vil- 
lage of Utica. Here five hundred chiefs and old 
men were seated in a ring ; behind stood fifteen 
hundred youths and warriors, and behind these 
again all the women and children of the village. 
Marquette, standing in the midst, displayed four 
large pictures of the Virgin ; harangued the as- 
' on the mysteries of the Faith, and ex- 
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horted them to adopt it. Tlie temper of his au- 
ditory met his utmost wishes. They hegged him 
to stay among them and continue his insti'uctions ; 
hut his life was fast ebbing away, and it behooved 
Mm to depart. 

A few days after Easter he left the village, es- 
corted by a crowd of Indiana, who followed him as 
far as Lake Michigan. Here he embarked with 
his two companions. Their destination was Michil- 
limackinac, and their course lay along the eastern 
borders of the lake. As, in the freshness of advanc- 
ing spring, Pierre and Jacques urged their canoe 
along that lonely and savage shore, the priest lay 
with dimmed sight and prostrated strength, com- 
muning with the Virgin and the angels. On the 
nineteenth of May he felt that his hour was near ; 
and, as they passed the mouth of a small river, he 
requested his companions to land. They complied, 
built a shed of bark on a rising ground near the 
bank, and carried thither the dying Jesuit. With 
perfect cheerfulness and composure he gave direc- 
tions for his burial, asked their forgiveness for the 
trouble he had caused them, administered to them 
the sacrament of penitence, and thanked God that 
he was permitted to die in the wilderness, a mis- 
sionary of the faith and a member of the Jesuit 
brotherhood. At night, seeing that they were fa- 
tigued, he told them to take rest, — saying that he 
would call them when he felt his time approaching. 
Two or throe hours after, they heard a feeble voice, 
and, hastening to his side, found him at the point of 
death. He expired calmly, murmuring the names 
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01 Jesus and Mary, with his eyes fixed on the 
crucifix which one of his followers held before 
him. They dug a grave beside the hut, and here 
they buried him according to the directions which 
he had given them ; then re-embarldng, they made 
their way, to Michillimackinac, to bear the tidings 
to the priests at the mission of St. Ignace.^ 

In the winter of 1676, a party of Kiskakon Ot- 
tawas were bunting on Lake Michigan; and when, 
in the following spring, they prepared to return 
home, tbey bethought them, in accordance with an 
Indian custom, of taking with them the bones of 
Marquette, who had been their instnictor at the 
mission of St. Espi-it. They repaired to the spot, 
found the grave, opened it, washed and dried the 
bones and placed them carefully in a box of bhch- 
bark. Then, in a procession of thu'ty canoes, they 
bore it, singing their funeral songs, to St. Ignace of 
Michillimackinac. As they approached, priests, In- 
dians, and traders all thronged to the shore. The 
relics of Marquette were received with solemn cere- 
mony, and buried beneath the floor of the little 
chapel of the mission,^ 



1 The contempor 



and colic, bethought him of applying a little earCli from the grave 1o tlie 
seat of p^n. This at once restored him fo health and cheerfulness. 

^ For Msrquetle's death, see the contemporary Bdaiion, published hy 
Shea, Lenox, and Martin, with the accompanying L^tre et Joumat, The 
river nbere lie died is a small stream in the west of Michigan, some dis- 
tance south of the promontory called the " Sleeping Bear." It long bore 
his name, which is now borne by a larger neighboring stream. Charle- 
voix's account of Marquette's death is derived from tradition, and isnot 
supported by the oonlemporary narrative. The voijagsiirs on Lake 
Michigan long continued to invoice the intercession of the departed mis- 
sionary in time of danger. 
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In 18i7, the missionary of tlie Algoaqiiiiis at the Lake of Two Moun- 
tains, above Montreal, wrote down a tradition of the death of Marquette, 
from the lips of an old Indinn woman, bom in 1777, at MichilUniackLnac. 
Her anceetreBS had been baptised by the subject of the story. The tradi- 
tion haa a reaemhlance to that related as fact by Cliarlevoii. The old 
sqnaw Bald that the Jesuit was returning, very ill, to Miehillimackinac, 
when a storm forced liim andhia two men to land near a little river. Here 
he told them that ha slipald die, and directed them to ring a bell over his 
grave and plant a cross. They all remained four days at the spot; and, 
thougli wilhoat food, the men felt no hunger. On the night of tlie fourth 
day he died, and the men buried him as he had directed. On waking in 
the morning, they saw a sack of Indian corn, a quantity of lard, and some 
bieeuils, miraculoualy sent to them in accordance with the promise of 
Marquette, who had told them that they sliould have food enough for 
their journey to MicbilUmackinac. At the same instant, the stream began 
to rise, and in a few moments encircled the grave of tlie Jesuit, wliich 
ftirmed, thenceforth, an islet in the waters. The tradition adds, that an 
Indian hattle afterwards took place on the banks of tliis stream, between 
GhrisWans and infidels ; and that the fbrmer gained the victory in conse- 
quence of invoking the name of Marquette. This story bears the attesta- 
UoiL of the piiest of the Two Mountains, that it ia a literal translation of 
the tradition, as recounted by the old woman. 

It lias been asserted tliat the IllinoiB conntij' was visited iy two priests, 
some time before the visit' of Marquette. Tliis assertion waa first made 
by M. Noiaeus, late Grand Vicar of Quebec, who gives no authority for 
It. Not the slightest indication of any such visit appears in any contem- 
porary document or map thus far discovered. The contempovaiy writers, 
down to the time of Marquette and La Salle, all speak of the Ulinoia as an 
unknown country. The entire grotmflJessness of Noiseux's assertion ia 
shiiwn by Shea in a paper in the " "Weekly Herald," of New York, 
AprU 21, 1855. 
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LA SALLE AND FRONTENAC. 

Objects OP La Salle. — His Difficultieb — Official CoimnrTioH ih 
Cabada. — The Govebsor of MoBTJiffiAi, — PioJaCTiS of Feostesac. 

— CATAJUqUL — FeOMTEBAC ON LAKE OmTAKIO. — FOET FeOHTEBAC — 

SoocEsa OF La Sau-e. 

We turn from the humble Marquette, thanking 
God with his last breath that he died for his Order 
and his faith. ; and by our side stands the masculine 
form of Cavelier de la Salle. Prodigious was the 
contrast between the two discoverers : the one, with 
clasped hands and upturned eyes, seems a figure 
evoked from some dim legend of medifeval saint- 
ship ; the other, with feet fiiTQ planted on the hard 
earth, breathes the self-relying energies of modem 
pi'actical enterprise. Nevertheless, La Salle was a 
man wedded to ideas, and urged by the steady and 
considerate enthusiasm, which is the life-spring of 
heroic natures. Three thoughts, rapidly developing 
in his mind, were mastering him, and engendering 
an invincible purpose. First, he would achieve that 
which Champlaiu had vainly attempted, and of 
which our own generation has but now seen the 
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accoraplishment, — the opening of a passage to 
India and China across the American continent. 
Next, he would occupy the Great West, develop its 
commercial resoiu'ces, and anticipate the Spaniards 
and the English in the possession of it. Thirdly, — 
for he soon became convinced that the Mississippi 
dischai-ged itself into the Gulf of Mexico, — he 
would establish a fortified post at its month, thns 
securing an outlet for the trade of the interior, 
checking the progress of the Spaniards, and form- 
ing a base, whence, in time of war, their northern 
provinces could be invaded and conquered. 

Here were vast projects, projects perhaps be- 
yond the scope of private enterprise, conceived and 
nui'sed in the brain of a penniless young man. Two 
conditions were indispensable to their achievement. 
The first was the countenance of the Canadian au- 
thorities, and the second was money. There was 
but one mode of securing either, to appeal to the 
love of gain of those who conld aid the enterprise. 
Count Frontenac had no money to give ; but he 
had what was no less to the purpose, the resources 
of an arbitrary power, which he was always ready 
to use to the utmost. From the manner in which 
he mentions La SaUe in his despatches, it seems 
that the latter succeeded in gaining his con- 
fidence very soon after he entered upon his govern- 
ment. There was a certain similarity between the 
two men. Both were able, resolute, and enterpris- 
ing. The ii'ascible and fiei-y pi-ide of the noble 
found its match in the reserved and seemingly cold 
pride of the ambitious young burgher. Their tem- 
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peraments were different, but the bases of their 
characters were alike, and each could perfectly 
comprehend the other. They had, moreover, strong 
prejudices and dishkes in common. With his 
rained fortune, his habits of expenditure, the exi- 
gent demands of Ma rank and station, and the 
wretched pittance which he received from the king 
of three thousand francs a year, Prontenac was not 
the man to let slip any reasonable opportunity of 
bettering Ms condition,^ La Salle seems to have 
laid his plans before Mm as far as he had at this 
time formed them, and a complete understanding 
was established between them. Here was a great 
point gained. The head of the colony was on his 
side. It remained to raise money, and this was a 
harder task. La Salle's relations were rich, evi- 
dently proud of him, and anxious for his advance- 
ment. As his schemes developed, they supplied 
him with means to pursue them, and one of them 
in particular, his cousin Francois Plet, hecame 
largely interested in his enterprises.* Believing 
that his projects, if carried into effect, would prove a 
source of immense wealth to all concerned in them, 
and gifted with a rare power of persuasion when 
he chose to use it. La Salle addressed himself lo 
various merchants and officials of the colony, and 
induced some of them to become partners in his 

1 That he engaged in the fur-trade, was notorious. In h letter to the 
Minister Seignelay, 13 Oct, 1881, Duchesnean, Intendant of Canafla, da- 
olarea that Frontenac used all the authority of liis ofSce to favor tiioae m- 
tereeted In trade with him, and that he would f5ivor nobody else. The 
Intendant himKelf had a rival interest in the samo trade, 

2 Papiers de Famille, MSS. 
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adventure. But here we are anticipating. Clearly 
to understand his position, we must revert, to the 
fii'st year of Frontenac's government. 

No sooner had that astute official set foot in the 
colony than, with an eagle eye, he surveyed the sit- 
uation, and quickly comprehended it. It was some- 
what peculiar. Canada lived on the fur-trade, a 
species of commerce always liable to disorders, and 
which had produced, among other results, a lawless 
body of men known as coureurs de hois, who followed 
the Indians in their wanderings, and sometimes be- 
came as barbarous as their red associates. The order- 
loving king who swayed the destinies of France, 
taking umbrage at these irregularities, had issued 
mandates intended to repress the evil, by prohibit- 
ing the inhabitants of Canada from leaving the 
limits of the settled country ; and requiring the 
trade to be carried on, not in the distant wilderness, 
but ivithin the bounds of the colony. The civil and 
military officers of the crown, charged with the exe- 
cution of these ordinances, showed a sufficient zeal 
in enforcing them against others, while they them- 
selves habitually violated them ; hence, a singular 
confusion, with abundant outciies, complaint, and 
recrimination. Prominent among these officials was 
Perrot, Governor of Montreal, who must not be con- 
founded with Nicolas Perrot, the voyageur. The 
Governor of Monteeal, though subordinate to the 
Governor-General, held great and arbitrary power 
within his own jurisdiction. Perrot had maiTied 
a niece of Talon, the late Intendant, to whose 
influence he owed his place. Confiding in this 
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powerful protection, he gave free rein to iiis head- 
sti'ong temper, and can'ied his government with a 
high hand, berating and abasing anybody who ven- 
tured to remonstrate. The grave fathers of St. 
Sulpice, owners of Monti'eal, were the more scan- 
dalized at the behavior of their military chief, by 
reason of a certain burlesque and gasconading vein 
which often appeared in him, and which they re- 
garded as unseemly levity.^ 

Perrot, through his wife's uncle, had obtained a 
grant of the Island above Montreal, which still beai's 
his name. Here he established a ti'ading house 
which he placed in charge of an agent, one Brucy, 
who, by a temptmg display of merchandise and 
liquors, intercepted the Indians on their yearly de- 
scent to trade with the French, and thus got posses- 
sion of theu' fui's, in anticipation of the market of 
Montreal. Not satisfied with this, Perrot, in de- 
fiance of the royal order, sent men into the woods to 
trade with the Indians in their villages, and it is 
said even used his soldiers for this purpose, under 
cover of pretended desertion.*^ The rage of the 
merchants of Montreal may readUy be conceived, 
and when Fi-ontenac heard of the behavior of his 
subordinate he was duly incensed. 

It seems, however, to have occurred, or to have 
been suggested to him, that he, the Govemor-Gen- 

i Perrot received hia appointment ftom tlie Seminary of St. Sulpice, 
on Talon'a recommendation, but he afterwards applied for and gained n 
rojal commission, which, as he thought, made liim independent of tlie 

2 The original papers relating to the .accusations against Perrot are 
still preserved in the andent records of Montreal. 
7* 
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eral miglit repeat the device of Pcrrot on a larger 
scale and mth more profitable results. By estab- 
lishing a fortified trading post on T-ake Ontaiio, tiie 
whole trade of the upper country might be en- 
grossed, with the exception of that portion of it 
which descended by the river Ottawa, aiid even 
this might in good part be diverted from its former 
channel. . At the same time, a plan of a fort on 
Lake Ontai'io might be made to appear as of great 
importance to the welfare of the colony ; and in 
fact, from one point of view, it actually was so. 
Courcelles, the late governor, had already pointed 
out its advantages. Such a fort would watch and 
hold in check the Iroquois, the worst enemy of 
Canada ; and, with the aid of a few small vessels, 
it would intercept the trade which the upper In- 
dians were carrymg on through the Iroquois coun- 
try with the English and Dutch of New York. 
Frontenac learaed from La Salle that the EngHsh 
were intriguing both with the L'oquois and with 
the ti'ibes of the Upper Lakes, to induce them to 
break the peace with the French, and bring their 
furs to New York.^ Hence the advantages, not 
to say the necessity, of a fort on Lake Ontario 
were obvious. But, while it would turn a stream 
of wealth from the English to the French colony, 
it was equally clear that the change might be 
made to inure, not to the profit of Canada at 
large, but solely to that of those who had con- 
trol of the fort ; or, in other words, that the new 

1 Lettre de Froatenac h Colbert, 13 Nov. 1673. 
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establishment might become, an instrument of a 
grievous monopoly. This Frontenac and La Salle 
well understood, and there can be no reasonable 
doubt that they aimed at securing such a mono- 
poly : but the merchants of Canada understood 
it, also ; and hence they regarded with distrust 
any scheme of a fort on Lake Ontario. 

Frontenac, therefore, thought it expedient " to 
make use," as he expresses it, " of address." He 
gave out merely that he intended to make a torn' 
through the upper pai'ts of the colony with an 
armed force, in order to inspire the Indians with 
respect, and secure a solid peace. He had neither 
troops, money, munitions, nor means of transporta- 
tion ; yet there was no time to lose, for should he 
delay the execution of his plan it might be counter- 
manded by the king. His only resource, therefore, 
was in a prompt and hai'dy exertion of the royal 
authority ; and he issued an order requiring the 
inhabitants of Quebec, Montreal, Three Rivers, and 
other settlements to furnish him, at their own cost, 
as soon as the spring sowing should be over, with a 
certain number of armed men besides the requisite 
canoes. At the same time, he invited the officers 
settled in the country to join the expedition, an in- 
vitation which, anxious as they were to gain bis 
good graces, few of them cared to decline. Regard- 
less of murmurs and discontent, he pushed his prep 
aration vigorously, and on the third of Juno left 
Quebec with his guard, his staff, a part of the 
garrison of the Castle of St. Louis, and a number 
of volunteers. He had akeady sent to La SaUe, 
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who was then at Montxeal, directing him to repair 
to Onondaga, the political centte of the Iroquois, and 
inyite their sachems to meet the Governor in coun- 
cil at the Bay of Quintd on the north of Lake On 
taiio. La Salle had set out on his mission, but first 
sentFrontenac a map, which convinced him that 
the best site for Ms proposed fort was the mouth 
of the Catai-aqui, where Kingston now stands. 
Another messenger was accordingly despatched, to 
change the rendezvous to this point. 

Meanwhile, the Governor proceeded, at his lei- 
sure, towards Montreal, stopping by the way to visit 
the officers settled along the bank, who, eager to 
pay their homage to the newly risen snn, received 
him with a hospitality, which, under the roof 
of a log hut, was sometimes graced by the 
polished courtesies of the salon and the boudoir. 
Reaching Montreal, which he had never before 
seen, he gazed we may suppose witli some inter- 
est- at the long row of humble dwellings which 
lined the bank, the massive buildings of the serai- 
nary, and the spire of the church predominant 
over ah. It was a rude scene, but the greeting 
that awaited him savored nothing of the rough 
simplicity of the wilderness. PeiTOt, the local 
governor, was on the shore with his soldiei-s and 
the inhabitants, drawn up under arms, and firing 
a salute, to welcome the representative of the 
king. Frontenac was compelled to hsten to a long 
harangue from the Judge of the place, followed by 
another from the Syndic. Then there was a sol- 
emn procession to the church, where he was 
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forced to undergo a third effort of oratory from one 
of the priests. Te Deum followed, in thanks for 
his arrival, and then he took refuge in the fort. 
Here he remained thkteen days, busied with his 
preparations, organizing the militia, soothing their 
mutual jealousies, and settling knotty questions of 
rank and precedence. During this time every 
means, as he declares, was used to prevent him 
from proceeding, and among other devices a rumor 
was set on foot that a Dutch fleet, having just cap- 
tured Boston, was on its way to attack Quebec.^ 

Having sent men, canoes, and baggage, by land, 
to La Salle's old settlement of La Chine, Fi'ontenac 
himself followed on the twenty-eighth of June. 
He now had with him about four hundred men, 
including Indians from the missions, and a hundred 
and twenty canoes, besides two large flatboats, 
which he caused to be painted in red and blue, 
with strange devices, intended to dazzle the Iro- 
quois by a display of unwonted splendor. Now 
their hard task began. Shouldering canoes through 
the forest, dragging the flatboats along the shore, 
working like beavers, sometimes in water to the 
knees, sometimes to the armpits, their feet cut by 
the sharp stones, and they themselves well nigh 
swept down by the furious current, they fought 
then- way upwai-d against the chain of mighty rap- 
ids that break the navigation of the St. Lawrence. 

1 Leltre de FronteiuK i Colbm-t, 13 Nov. 1G78, MS. This rmnor, it ap- 
pears, oii^nated with the Jesuit Dablon. — JourwoJ du Voyage du Comle 
de Frontenae av, Lac Ontario. MS. Tlie Jesuits were greatly opposed to 
ihe establishment of forta and trading pOEtB in the npper conntry, foe 
reasons that niU appear hereaiter. 
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The Indians were of the greatest service. Fronte- 
nac, like La Salle, showed from the first a special 
faculty of managing them; for his keen, incisive 
spu'it was exactly to their liking, and they worked 
for him as they would have worked for no man 
else. As they approached the Long Saut, rain fell 
in torrents, and the Governor, without his cloak, 
and drenched to the skin, directed in person the 
amphibious toil of his followers. Once, it is said, 
he lay awake all night, in his anxiety lest the bis- 
cuit should be wet, which would have mined the 
expedition. No such mischance took place, arid at 
length the last rapid was passed, and smooth water 
awaited them to their journey's end. Soon they 
reached the Thousand Islands, and their light flotil- 
la glided in long file among those watery labyrinths, 
by rocky islets, where some lonely pine towered 
like a mast against the sky; by sun-scorched crags, 
where the brown lichens crisped in the parching 
glare ; by deep dells, shady and cool, rich in rank 
ferns, and spongy, dark green mosses ; by still coves, 
where the water-lilies lay like snow-flakes on their 
broad, flat leaves ; till at length they neared their 
goal, and the ghstening bosom of Lake Ontario 
opened on their sight. 

Prontenac, to impose respect on the Iroquois, 
now set his canoes in order of battle. Four 
divisions formed the first line, then came the two 
flatboats ; he himself, with his guards, his staff, 
and the gentlemen volunteers, followed, with the 
canoes of Three Elvers on his right, and those of 
the Indians on his left, while two remaining divi- 
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siona formed a rear line. Thus, with measured 
paddles, they advanced over the still lake, till they 
saw a canoe approaching to meet them. It bore 
several Iroquois chiefs, who told them that the 
dignitaries of then nation awaited diem at Catara- 
qui, and offered to guide them to the spot They 
entered the wide mouth of the river, and passed 
along the shore, now covered by the quiet Httle city 
of Kingston, till they reached the point at present 
occupied by the barracks, at the western end of 
Cataraqui bridge. Here they stranded their ca- 
noes and disembarked. Baggage was landed, fires 
lighted, tents pitched, and guards set. Close at 
hand, under the lee of the forest, were the camping 
sheds of the Iroquois, who had come to the rendez- 
vous in considerable numbers. 

At daybreak of the next morning, the thirteenth 
of July, the drums beat, and the whole party were 
drawn up under arms. A double line of men ex- 
tended from the front of Frontenac's tent to the 
Indian camp, and through the lane thus formed, 
the savage deputies, sixty in number, advanced to 
the place of council. They could not hide their 
admiration at the maitial array of the French, many 
of whom were old soldiers of the Regiment of 
Carignan, and when they reached the tent, they 
ejaculated their astonishment at the uniforms of 
the Governor's guard who surrounded it. Here the 
ground had been carpeted with the sails of the flat- 
boats, on which the deputies squatted themselves 
in a ring and smoked their pipes for a time with 
their usual air of deliberate gravity, while Tronte- 
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nacj who sat suiTounded by his officers, had full 
leisure to contemplate the formidable adversaries 
whose mettle was hereafter to put his own to so 
severe a test. A chief named, Garakontie, a noted 
friend of the French, at length opened the council, 
in behalf of all the five Iroquois nations, with ex- 
pressions of great respect and deference towards 
" Onontio " ; that is to say, the Governor of Cana- 
da. Whereupon Frontenac, whose native arro- 
gance, where Indians were concerned, always took 
a form which imposed respect without exciting 
anger, repUed in the following strain : — 

"Childi-cn! Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, 
Cayugas, and Senecas. I am glad to sec you here, 
where I have had, a fire lighted for you to smoke 
by, and for me to talk to yea. You have done well, 
my children, to obey the command of your Father. 
Take courage; you will hear his word, which is 
full of peace and tenderness. For do not think 
that I have come for war. My mind is full of 
peace, and she walks by my side. Courage, then, 
childi'en, and take rest," 

With that, he gave them six fathoms of tobacco, 
reiterated his assurances of friendship, promised 
that he would be a kind father so long as they 
should be obedient childi'en, regretted that he was 
forced to speak through an interpreter, and ended 
with a gift of guns to the men, and prunes and 
raisins to their wives and children. Here closed 
this preliminary meeting, the great council being 
postponed to another day. 

During the meeting, Raudin, Frontenac's engi- 
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neer, was tracing out the lines of a fort, after a 
predetermined plan, and the whole party, under 
the direction of theu- officers, now set themselves 
to construct it. Some cut down trees, some dug 
the trenches, some hewed the palisades ; and with 
such order and alacrity was the work urged on, 
that the Indians were lost in astonishment. Mean- 
while, Frontenac spared no pains to make friends 
of the chiefs, some of whom he had constantly at 
his table. He fondled the Iroquois children, and 
gave them bread and sweetmeats, and, in the even- 
ing, feasted tbe squaws, to make them dance. The 
Indians were delighted with these attentions, and 
conceived a high opinion of the new Onontio. 

On the seventeenth, when the construction of the 
fort was well advanced, Frontenac called the chiefs 
to a grand council, which was held with all possi- 
ble state and ceremony. His dealing with the 
Indians, on this and other occasionsj was truly ad- 
mirable. Unacquainted as he was with them, he 
seems to have had an instinctive perception of the 
treatment they required. His predecessors had 
never ventured to addi'ess the Iroquois as " Chil- 
dren," but had always styled them " Brothers " ; 
and yet the assumption of paternal authority on the 
part of Frontenac was not only taken in good part, 
but was received with apparent gratitude. The 
martial nature of tbe man, his clear decisive speech, 
and his frank and downright manner, backed as 
they were by a display of force which in their 
eyes was foi-midable, struck them with admiration, 
and gave tenfold effect to his words of kindness. 
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They thanked him for that which from another they 
would not have endured, 

Frontenac hegan by again expressing his satisfac- 
tion that they had obeyed the commands of their 
Father, and come to Cataraqui to hear what he had 
to say. Then he exhorted them to embrace Chiisti- 
anity ; and on this theme he dwelt at length, m 
words excellently adapted to produce the desired 
effect ; words which it would be most superfluous to 
tax as insincere, ttiough, doubtless, they lost noth- 
ing in emphasis, because in this instance con- 
science and policy aimed alike. Then, changing 
his tone, he pointed to his officers, his guard, the 
long files of the militia, and the two flatboats, 
mounted witli cannon, which lay in the river near 
by. " If," he said, "your Father can come so far, 
with so great a force, through such dangerous rap- 
ids, merely to make you a visit of pleasure and 
friendship, what would he do, if you should awaken 
his anger, and make it necessary for him to punish 
his disobedient children t He is the arbiter of 
peace and war. Beware how you offend him." 
And he warned them not to molest the Indian 
allies of the French, telling them, sharply, that he 
would chastise them for the least infraction of the 
peace. 

From threats he passed to blandishments, and 
urged them to coirfide in his paternal kindness, say- 
ing that, in proof of his affection, he was building a 
storehouse at Catai'aqui, where they could be sup- 
plied with all the goods they needed, without the 
necessity of a long and dangerous journey. He 
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warned them against listening to bad men, who 
might seek to delude them by miarepresentations 
and falsehoods ; and he urged them to give heed to 
none but " men of character, like the Sieur de la 
Salle." He expressed a hope that they would suffer 
their children to learn French from the missionaries, 
in order that they and his nephews — meaning the 
French colonists — might become one people ; and 
he concluded by requesting them to give him a 
number of then' children to be educated in the 
French manner, at Quebec. 

This speech, every clause of which was rein- 
forced by abundant presents, was extremely well 
received ; though one speaker reminded him that he 
had forgotten one important point, inasmuch as he 
had not told them at what prices they could obtain 
goods at Catai'aqui. Frontenac evaded a precise 
answer, but promised them that the goods should be 
as cheap as possible, in view of the great difficulty 
of ti^ansportation. As to the request concerning 
their children, they said that they could not accede 
to it till they had talked the matter over in their 
villages ; but it is a striking proof of the influ- 
ence which Frontenac had gained over them, that, in 
the following year, they actually sent several of 
their children to Quebec to be educated, the girls 
among the UrsuHnes, and the boys in the household 
of the Goveraor. 

Three days after the council, the Iroquois set out 
on their retui'n ; and, as the palisades of the fort 
were now finished, and the barracks nearly so, Fron- 
tenac began to send his party homeward by detach- 
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ments. He himself was detained, for a time, by 
the arrival of another band of Iroquois, from the 
villages on the north side of Lake Ontario. He 
repeated to them the speech he. had made to the 
others ; and, this final meeting over, embarked with 
his guard, leaving a sufhcient number to hold the 
fort, which was to be provisioned for a year by 
means of a convoy, then on its way up the river. 
Passing the rapids safely, he reached Montreal on 
the first of August. 

His enterprise had been a complete success. He 
bad gained every point, and, in spite of the danger- 
ous navigation, bad not lost a single canoe. Thanks 
to the enforced and gratuitous assistance of the in- 
habitants, the whole had cost the king only about 
ten thousand francs, which Frontenac had advanced 
on bis own credit. Though, in a commercial point 
of view, tbe new establishment was of very ques- 
tionable benefit to the colony at lai'ge, tlie Governor 
had, nevertheless, conferred an inestimable blessing 
on all Canada, by the assurance hp had gained of a 
long respite from tbe fearful scourge of Iroquois 
hostility. " Assuredly," he writes, " I may boast of 
having impressed them at once with respect, fear, 
and good-wQl." ' He adds, that the fort at Catara- 
qui, with the aid of a vessel, now building, will com- 
mand Lake Ontario, keep tbe peace with the 
Iroquois, and cut off the trade with the English, 
And he proceeds to say, that, by another fort at tbe 
mouth of the Niagara, and another vessel on Lake 
Erie, we, the Trench, can command all the upper 

1 Laire de Fmnteimc on Ministre, 13 Nov. 1673. 
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lakes. This plan was an essential link in the 
scheme of La Salle ; and we shall soon find him 
employed in executing it. 

It remained to determine what disposition should 
be made of the new fort. For some time it was 
uncertain wliether the king wonld not order its 
demolition, as efforts had been made to influence 
him to that effect. It was resolved, howeyer, that, 
being once constructed, it should be allowed to 
stand ; and, after a considerable delay, a final u.r- 
langement was made for its maintemmce, in the 
manner following : In the autumn, of 1674, La 
Salle went to France, with letters of strong recom- 
mendation from Frontenac.^ He was well received 
at Court ; and he made two petitions to the king ; 
the one for a patent of nobility, in considera- 
tion of his services as an explorer ; and the otlier 
for a grant in seigniory of Fort Frontenac, for so he 
called the new post, in honor of his patron. On 
his part, lie offered to pay back the ten thousand 
francs which the fort had cost tbe king ; to main- 
tain it at his own charge, with a garrison equal to 
tliat of Montreal, besides fifteen or twenty laborers ; 
to forni a French colony around it ; to build a 
church, whenever the number of inhabitants should 
reach one hundred ; and, meanwhile, to support one 

1 In hia despatch to the miniEtev Colbert, of the fourteenth of Novein- 
ber, 1674, iFrontenac speaks of La Salle ae foUowB : " I cannot help, Mon- 
aeigoeur, recommending to you tlie Sieur de la Salle, who is about to go 
to France, and who is a man of intelligence and ability,. — more capable 
than anjboily else 1 know liere, to accomplish every kind of enterprise 
and discovery which may be entruEted to him, — as he has the most per- 
fect knowledge of the itate of the country, as you will see if you are dis- 
posed to give hiiu a few moments of audience." 
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01' more RecoUet friars ; and, finally, to form a set- 
tlement of domesticated Indians in tlie neighbor- 
hood. His offers were accepted. He was raised 
to the rank of the untitled nobles ; received a grant 
of the fort, and lands adjacent, to the extent of four 
leagues in front and half a league in depth, be- 
sides the neighboring islands ; and was invested with 
the government of the fort and settlement, subject 
to the orders of the Governor-General.^ 

La Salle returned to Canada, proprietor of a 
seigniory, which, all things considered, was one of 
the most valuable in the colony. It was now that 
his family, rejoicing in his good fortune, and not 
unwilling to share it, made him large advances of 
money, enabling him to pay the stipulated sum to 
the liing, to rebtdld the fort in stone, mamtain sol- 
diers and laborers, and procure in pait, at least, the 
necessai-y outfit. Had La Salle been a mere mer- 
chant, he was in a fair way to make a fortune, for he 
was in a position to control the better part of the 
Canadian fur trade. But he was not a mere mer- 
chant ; and no commercial profit could content the 
broad ambition that urged his scheming brain. 

Those may believe, wbo will, that Frontenac did 
not expect a share in the profits of the new post. 
That he did expect it, there is positive evidence, for 



■ Miinoire pour I'eniretiai da Fml Fronlenac, par h S'- de la Salle, 1874, 
MS. PdHtion da S'- de la Salle au Soi, MS. Ze«res patentes de concession 
da Fort de Froitteaac et terren adjatxittes aa prqfii du S'- de la Salle; donn&s 
b Cempiegne le 18 Mai, 1675, MS. Arret qui accepte les offres Jidtes par 
Eobert Candier S'- de la Salle,- a CompOgne le 13 Mai, 1675, MS. Letiret 
de noblesse pour le S'- Gamlier de la Salle ; donnas it CompHgne le 18 Mai, 
1676, MS. Papiers de Famille ; M&mlre au Boi, MS. 
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a deposition is extant, taken at tlie instance of liis 
enemy, the Intendant Ducliesneau, in which three 
witnesses attest that the Governor, La Salle, his 
lieutenant La Eorest, and one Boisseau, had 
formed a partnership to carry on the ti'ade of 
Fort Frontenac. 
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LA SALLE AND THE JESUITS. 



A CURIOUS incident occurred soon after the build- 
ing of the fort on Lake Ontario. A violent quarrel 
had taken place between Frontenac and Perrot, the 
Governor of Montreal, whom, in view of his specu- 
lations in the far-trade, he seems to have regarded 
as a rival in business ; but who, by his folly and 
aiTogance, would have justified any reasonable 
measure of severity. Frontenac, however, was not 
reasonable. He arrested Perrot, threw him into 
prison, and set up a man of his own as governor in 
his place ; and, as the judge of Montreal was not 
in his interest, he removed him, and substituted 
another, on whom he could rely. Thas for a time 
he had Montreal well in hand. 

The priests of the Seminary, seigneurs of the 
island, regarded these arbitrary proceedings with 
extreme uneasiness. They claimed the right of 
nominating their own governor ; and Perrot, though 
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lie held a commission from tlie king, owed his place 
to their appointment. True, he had set them at 
nought, and proved a veritable King Stork, yet nev- 
ertheless they regarded his removal as an infringe- 
ment of their rights. 

During the quarrel with Perrot, La Salle chanced 
to be at Montreal, lodged in the house of Jacques 
Le Ber ; who, though one of the principal mer- 
chants and most influential inhabitants of the set- 
tlement, was accustomed to sell goods across his 
counter in person to white men and Indians, his 
wife taking his place when he was absent. Such 
were the primitive manners of the secluded little 
colony. Le Ber, at this time, was in the interest 
of Frontenac and La Salle ; though he afterwai'ds 
became one of their most determined opponents. 
Amid the excitement and discussion occasioned by 
Perrot's arrest, La Salle declared himself an adhe- 
rent of the Governor, and warned all persons against 
speaking ill of him in his hearing. 

The Abb6 P^nelon, already mentioned as half- 
brother to the famous Ai-chbishop, had attempted 
to mediate between Frontenac and Perrot; and to 
this end had made a journey to Quebec on the ice, 
in midwinter. Being of an ardent temperament, 
and more courageous than prudent, he had spoken 
somewhat indiscreetly, and had been very roughly 
treated by the stormy and imperious Count. He 
returned to Montreal greatly excited, and not with- 
out cause. It, fell to his lot to preach the Easter 
sermon. The service was held in the little chm-ch 
of the Hotel-Dieu, which was crowded to the porch, 
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all the chief persons of the settlement heing present. 
The C',ire of the parish, whose name also was Per- 
rot, said High Mass, assisted by La Salle's brother, 
Cavelier, and two other priests. Then Fenelon 
mounted the pulpit. Certain passages of his ser- 
mon were obviously levelled against Frontenac. 
Speaking of the duties of those clothed with tem- 
poral authority, he said that the magistrate, inspired 
with the spirit of Christ, was as ready to pardon 
offences against himself as to punish those against 
his prince ; that he was full of respect for the min- 
isters of the altar, and never maltreated them when 
they attempted to reconcile eiiemies and restore 
peace ; that he never made favorites of those who 
flattered him, nor under specious pretexts oppressed 
other persons in authority who opposed his enter- 
prises ; that he used his power to serve his king, 
and not to his own advantage ; that he remained 
content with his salaiy, without disturbing the com- 
merce of the country, or abusing those who refused 
him a shai'e in their profits ; and that he never 
troubled the people by inordinate and unjust levies 
of men and material, using the name of his prince 
as a cover to his own designs.^ 

La Salle sat near the door, but as the preacher 
proceeded, he suddenly rose to his feet in such a 
manner as to attract the notice of the congregation. 
As they turned their heads, he signed to the princi- 
pal persona among them, and by his angry looks 

t Faillon, Cohnie Fmn^aise, iii. 497, and maDascript authorities there 
cited. I haye examined the prineipal of theae. FaiUon liimself is a 
priest of St. Sulpice. Compare H. Verreau, Les Dmx Abb^s de F^elon, 
iuip.Tu. 
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and gesticulation called their attention to the words 
of Fenelon. Then meeting the eye of the cui'6, 
who sat beside the altar, he made the same signs 
to him, to which the cure replied by a deprecating 
shrug of the shoulders. Fenelon changed color, 
but continued bis sermon.' 

This indecent procedure of La Salle filled the 
priests with anxiety, for they had no doubt that the 
sermon would speedily be reported to Frontenac. 
Accordingly they made all haste to disavow it, and 
their letter to that effect was the first information 
which the Governor received of the affair. He 
summoned the offender to Quebec, to answer a 
chai-ge of seditious language, before the Supreme 
Council. Fenelon appeared accordingly, but de- 
nied the jurisdiction of the Council ; claiming that 
as an ecclesiastic it was his right to be tried by the 
Bishop. By way of asserting this right, he seated 
himself in presence of his judges, and put on his 
hat ; and being rebuked by Frontenac, who pre- 
sided, he pushed it on farther.^ He was placed 
under arrest, and soon after required to leave Can- 
ada ; but the king accompanied the recall with a 
sharp word of admonition to his too sti'enuous lieu- 
tenant.^ 

'^ Tnfonmtion faicte par nous, Charles Le Tardku, Siettr de TiSy, el Nim- 
las Dopant, etc. etc., amtre k S'- Abbffde Fenelon, MS. Tilly and Dupont 
were sent by SVontenac to inctuire into the affair. Among tlie depoiiGnta 
is La Salle himself. 

* The Council always held its session with hats on. It soems that a 
priest, summoned before it as a witness, was also entitled to wear his hat, 
and Fe'nelon msaataiaed that it had no right to require him to appear be- 
fore it in any other character. 

s iMtre da Roi i FroaUinac, 22 Awil, 1675, MS. 
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This affair gives us a glimpse of ttie distracted 
state of the colony, racked by the discord of con- 
flicting interests and passions. There were the 
quarrels of rival ti'aders, the quarrels of priests 
among themselves, of priests with the civil authori- 
ties, and of the civil authorities among themselves. 
Prominent, if not paramount, among tKe~occasions 
of strife, were the schemes of Cavelier de La Salle. 
All the traders not interested with him leagued to- 
gether to oppose him ; and this with an acrimony 
easily understood, when it is remembered that they 
depended for subsistence on the fur-ti-ade, while 
La Salle had engrossed a great pait of it, and 
threatened to engross far more. Duchesneau, In- 
tendant of the colony, and in that capacity almost 
SB a matter of course on ill terms with the Gov- 
ernor, was joined with this party of^pposition, 
with whom he evidently had commercialinterests 
in common. La Chesnaye, Le Moyne, and ulti- 
mately Le Ber, besides various others of more or 
less influence, were in the league against La Salle. 
Among them was Louis Joliet, whom his partisans 
put forward as a rival discoverer, and a foil to La 
Salle. Joliet, it will be remembered, had applied 
for a grant of land in the countiies he had discov- 
ered, and had been refused. La SaUe soon after 
made a similar applicationj and with a different re- 
sult, as will presently appear. His adherents con- 
tinually depredated the merits of Joliet, and even 
expressed doubt of the reahty, or at least the extent, 
of his discoveries. 

But there was another element of opposition to 
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La Salle, less noisy, but not less formidable, and 
tbis arose from tbe Jesuits, Prontenac hated tbem ; 
and tbey, under beiitting forms of duty and courtesy, 
paid him back in the same coin. Having no lovo 
for the Governor, they would naturally have little 
for his partisan and protege ; but their opposition 
had another and a deeper root, for the plans of the 
daring young schemer jarred with their own. 

We have seen the Canadian Jesuits in the early 
apostolic days of their mission, when the flame of 
their zeal, fed by an ardent hope, burned bright 
and high. This hope was doomed to disappoint- 
ment. Their avowed purpose of building another 
Paraguay on the borders of the Great Lakes^ was 
never accomplished, and their missions and their 
converts were swept away in an avalanche of ruin. 
Still, they would not despair. From the Lakes 
they turned their eyes to the Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, in the hope to see it one day the seat of their 
new emphe of the Faith, But what did this new 
Paraguay mean'? It meant a little nation of con- 
verted and domesticated savages, docile as children, 
under the pateinal and absolute rule of Jesuit 
fathers, and ti-ained by them in industrial pursuits, 
the results of which were to inure, not to the profit 
of the producers, but to the budding of churches, 
the founding of colleges, the establishment of ware- 
houses and magazmes, and the construction of 
works of defence, — all controlled by Jesuits, and 
forming a part of the vast possessions of the Order. 
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Such was the old Paraguay,^ and sucli, we may sup- 
pose, would have heen the new, had the plans of 
those who designed it been realized. 

I have said that since the middle of the century 
the religious exaltation of the eaxly missions had 
sensibly declined. In the nature of things, that 
grand enthusiasm was too intense and fervent to 
be long sustained. But the vital force of Jesuitism 
had suffered no diminution. That maiTellous esprit 
de corps, that extinction of self, and absorption of 
the individual in the Order, which has marked the 
Jesuits from theu' first existence as a body, was 
no whit changed or lessened ; a principle, which, 
though different, was no less strong than the self- 
devoted pati-iotlsm of Sparta or the early Eoman 
Krepublic. 

The Jesuits were no longer supreme in Canada, 
or, in other words, Canada was no longer simply 
a mission. It had become a colony. Temporal in- 
terests and the civil power were constantly gaining 
ground ; and the disciples of Loyola felt that rela^ 
lively, if not absolutely, they were losing it. They 
struggled vigorously to maintain the ascendancy of 
their Order; or, as they would have expressed it, 
the ascendancy of religion : but in the older and 
more settled parts of the colony it was clear that 
the day of their undivided rule was past. There- 
fore, they looked with redoubled solicitude to their 
missions in the West. They had been among its 
first explorers ; and they hoped that here the Cath- 

1 Compare Chacleroix, Uiotoire de PaTogua'j, with Robettson, Leikrs 
on Pamyuay. 
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olic Faith, as represented by Jesuits, might reign 
with undisputed sway. In Paraguay, it was theii 
constant aim to exclude white men from their mis- 
sions. It was the same in North America. They 
dreaded fui-tL'aders, j)artly because they interfered 
with tbeir teachings and perverted their converts, 
and partly for other reasons. But La Salle was a 
fur-trader, and far worse than a fur-trader, — he 
aimed at occupation, fortification, settiement. The 
scope and vigor of bis enterprises, and the poweiful 
influence that aided them made him a stumbling- 
block in their path. As they would have put the 
case, it was the spirit of this world opposed to the 
spirit of religion ; but I may perhaps he pai'doncd 
if I am constrained to think that the spirit which 
inspired these fathers was not uniformly celestial, 
notwithstanding the virtues which sometimes illus- 
.trated it. 

Frontenac, in his letters to the Court, is contin- 
ually begging that more E,6coIlet friars may be sent 
to Canada.^ Not that he had any peculiar fondness 
for ecclesiastics of any kind, regular or secular, 
white, black, or gray ; but he wanted the RecoUets 
to oppose to the Jesuits. He had no fear of these 
mendicant disciples of St. Francis. Far less able 
and less ambitious than the Jesuits, he knew that 
he could manage them, because they would need 
his support against their formidable rivals. La 
Salle, too, wanted more Eecollets, and for the same 

1 The U^collets, ejected from Cannda on the irruption of the English 
in 1629 (see " Pioneera of France in the New World"), had not heen al- 
lowed to return until 1660, when their missions mere begun anew. 
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reason ; but in one point lie differed from his patron, 
He was a man, not only of regulated life, but of 
strong religious feeling, and, bating his "violent 
prepossession against tlie Jesuits, he respected tlie 
Church and its ministers, as his letters and his life 
attest. Thus, in replying to a charge of undue se- 
verity towaids some of his followers, he alleges in 
his justification the profane language of the men 
in question, and adds, "I am a Christian; I will 
have no blasphemers in my camp," ^ 

1 I*tter of La Salle in the hands of M. Margry, 
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PAKTY STRIFE. 
La Sali,e ani> his Eefoeteb. — Jiisuir Asoendanoy. — The Missions 

AND THE FuK-TeABE.^ — KUMALE InQUISITOES. — PLOTS AGAINST LA 

Salle. — His Bkotheb the Pkiest. — iBrmouES of the jEsuiTa.— 
La Sallb poisoned. — He kxcotjates the Jesuits. — Eebewed 
Inthioueh. 

Ojse of the most curious monuments of La Salle s 
time is a long memoir, written by a person who 
made his acquaintance at Paris, in the summer of 
1678, when, as we shall soon see, he had returned 
to Prance, in prosecution of his plans. The wiiter 
knew the Sulpitian Galin^e,' who, as he says, had 
a vei7 high opinion of La Salle ; and he was also 
in close relations with the discoverer's patron, the 
Prince de Conti.*^ He says that he had ten or 
twelve interviews with La Salle, and becoming in- 
terested in him and in that which he communicated, 
he wrote down the substance of his conversation. 
The paper is divided into two parts, — the fust, 
called " Memoire sur Mr. de la SaHe," is devoted 



1 Ante. p. 11. 

^ Louis- Armand Se Bourton, second Prince de Conti. 
inclined to think that this noUeman himself is author of th 
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to tte state of affairs in Canada, and chiefly to the 
Jesuits ; the second, entitled " Histoire de Mr. de 
la Salle," is an account of the discoverer's life, or 
as much of it as the writer had learned from him,* 
Both parts bear thi-oughout the internal evidence 
of heing what they profess to be ; but they embody 
the statements of a man of intense partisan feeling, 
transmitted through the mind of another person, 
in sympathy with him, and evidently sharing his 
prepossessions. In one respect, however, the paper 
is of unquestionable historical value ; for it gives 
us a vivid and not an exaggerated picture of the 
bitter strife of parties which then raged in Canada, 
and which was destined to tax to the utmost the 
vast energy and fortitude of La Salle, At times the 
memoir is fully sustained by contemporary evidence ; 
but often, again, it rests on its own unsupported 
authority, I give an abstract of its statements as 
I find them. 

The following is the miter's account of La Salle : 
" All those among my friends who have seen him 
find in him a man of great intelligence and sense. 
He rarely speaks of any subject except when ques- 
tioned about it, and his words are very few and 
very precise. He distinguishes perfectly between 
that which he knows with certainty and that which 
he knows with some mingling of doubt. When he 
does not know, he does not, hesitate to avow it, and 
though I have heard him say the same thing more 
than five or six times, when persons were present 
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wlio had not lieai'd it before, lie always said it in 
the same manner. In short, I never heard anybody 
speak whose words carried with them more marks 
of truth." ^ 

After mentioning that lie is tliirtj'-three or thirty- 
four years old, and that he has been twelve years 
in America, the memoir declares that he made the 
following statements, — that the Jesuits are masters 
at Quebec; that the Bishop is then- creature, and 
does nothing but in concert with them ; ^ that he is 
not well inclined towards the EecoUeta,' who have 
little credit, but who are protected by i'rontenac ; 
that in Canada the Jesuits think everybody an ene- 
my to religion who is an enemy to them ; that, 
though they refused ahsolntion to all who sold 
brandy to the Indians, they sold it themselves, and 



I Tous ceux de mee amis qui I'ont yu lay trouve beaucoiip fl'esprjt et 
UD trJe grani sens; il ne parle guferes que des choses EUr leEquelleeon 
I'interroge ; il les dit en b6s-peu Ae roots et trSs-bien oirconetanci^s ; il dis- 
tingue pacfutement ce qu'il scait arec certitude, de ce qu'il eoait aveo 
quelque melange de donle. II aroue sans ancune fe^on ne pas savoir ce 
qu'il ne Eoait pas, et quoyque je lui aye ouy dire plus de cinq ou e\x fois 
les mesma clioaei i ['occasion de quelquea pereonnes qui ne les avaient 
point encore entendues, je les lay ay toiyours ouy diie de la mesme 
mani^re. En un mot je n'ay jamaia ouy parler personne dont Ice paroles 
portasaeat plus de matques de veriW." 

3 " D y ft une autre choae qui me d^pltut, qui est I'entifre dependence 
dans laquelle les PrStrea du S^minaire de Qu^ec et ie Grand Vicaire de 
l'Evfe|ue sent pour les Pferes Jfisuites, car il ne Wt pas la moindre chose 
sans lenr ordre ; ce qui &it qn'indireetement lis sont les maitres de ce qui 
regarde ie spiritnel, qui, corarae vous aavez, est une grande machine pout 
Temuet tout Ie reste, —Lsitre de F>-onlena£ a Colbert, 2 Nov. 1672. 

5 " Cea raigieux jles E^collets) sont fort protSg& partout par Ie comte 
de Frontenac, gouverneur du pays, eC e. cause de cela assez mattraitea par 
I'lSvesque, parceque la doctrine de rSvesque et dea Jesuites est que les 
aSkires de la Hdligioii chrestieune n'iront point bien dans ce pays-l& que 
quand !e gourerneur sera creature des Jeauitea, ou que I'eYesqae sera 
gouTemeur." — Mdmoire aur M'- de la SaUe. 
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that he, La Salle, had himself detected them in 
it ; ^ that the Bishop laughs at the orders of the 
king when they do not agree with the wishes of 
the Jesuits ; that the Jesuits dismissed one of their 
servants named Kobert, because he told of then- 
trade in brandy ; that Albanel,^ in particular, carried 
on a great fur-trade, and that the Jesuits have built 
their college in part from the profits of this kind of 
traffic; that they admitted that they carried on a 
tcade, but denied that they gained so much by it 
as was commonly supposed.^ 

The memou- proceeds to affirm that they trade 
laa-gely with the Sioux, at Ste. Marie, and with 
other tribea at Michillimackinac, and that they are 
masters of the trade of that region, where the forts 

1 "Us (les J^snitee) r^fusent rabaolution k ceux qui ne reulentpas 
piomettre de n'rai plna vendro (de reau-de-vie), et a'ilsmeTireiit en oet ^tSt, 
He lea priveal de la sepulture ecclesiastlque ; au contraire ils se permettenC 
k eux-tnSmes suna aucune difflcultc ue m^sme tra£<! quoique tout eorte de 
Iraflc soil intermit ^ tous les ecclcsiastiques par les ordonnniices du Boy, et 
par une bulle expresse du Pape. Lei Bulla et lee ardoiina.nces soai notoiree, 
et quoyqu'ib cachent le traflc qu'ila font d'ean-do-vie, M. de la Salle pretend 
qu'il ne I'eat pas moina ; qu' outre la notori^tl il en a dea pceuves certainea, 
et qu'il !ea a aurpris dana ce traflc, et qu'ils luy out tendu dea pifegea pour 
Vy anrprendre ... Us ont cliase^ lenr valet Hobert 6 cause qu'il rfiv^la 
qu'ils en traitaient jour et nuit." — Ibid. The writer aays Hiat he mafees 
thia last stateraeot, not on tlie authority of La Salla, but on tliat of a 
memoir made at the time when the Intendant, Talon, witli whom he else- 
la well acquainted, returned to France. A great 
■e added respecting the Jeauit trade in furs, 
la prominent among the Jeanit explorera at this time. He 
is beat known by his journey up the Saguenay to Hudaon's Bay in 1672. 

3 " Pour vous parler franchement, ils (lea Je'snites) songent autant a la 
conrersion da Caster qu'ii oelle dea amea." — Lalre de Frontenae h Coibtrt, 
2 Nm. 1672. 

In his despatch of the next year, he aays that the Jesuits ought to con- 
tent themselves with inatruodiig the Indians in their old misaions, instead 
of neglecting them to make new onea, in countries where there are "more 
heaver-ekina to gain tJian soula to save." 
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lire in their possession.^ An Indian said, in full 
council, at Quebec, that he had prayed and been a 
Christian as long as the Jesuits would stay and 
teach him, but since no more beaver were left in 
his country, the missionaries were gone also. The 
Jesuits, pursues the memoir, will have no priests 
but themselves in their missions, and call tliem all 
Jansenists, not excepting the priests of St. Sulpice. 
The bishop is next accused of harshness and in- 
tolerance, as well as of growing rich by tithes, and 
even by trade, in which it is affirmed he has a covert 
interest.^ It is added that there exists in Quebec, 
under the auspices of the Jesuits, an association 
called the Sainte "Famille, of which Madame Bour- 
don" is superior. They meet in the cathedral every 
Thursday, with closed doors, where they relate to 
each other — as they ai-o bound by a vow to do — all 
they have learned, whether good or evil, concern- 
ing other people, during the week. It is a sort of 
female inquisition, for the benefit of the Jesuits, 
the secrets of whose friends, it is said, are kept, 
while no such discretion is observed with regai-d to 
persons not of then- party,^ 

1 These forts were built bj tliem, anil were necessary to the security 
of their miaaious. 

3 Franfois Xavier de Ijaral-Montmorency, first bisliop of Quebec, was 
a prelate of austere character. His memory is cberished in Canada by 
iidtiereiita of the Jesuits and all ultramontane Catholics. 

' This Madame Bourdon was the widow of Bourdon, the engineer, 
(see"Jesnits in North America," 299). If we may credit the letters of 
Marie de VlncarnaUon, she had married him from a religious motive, in 
order to charge herself with the care of his motherless cM13ren ; stipulating 
in aflvance that he should live with her, not as a husband, but as a 
brother. As may he ima^ned, she was regarded as a moat devout anil 
Baint-like person, 

^ " 11 f a dans Quebec une congregation de ibmmes et de lilies citi'ils 
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Here follow a series of statements, which it is 
needless to repeat, as they do not concern La SaUe. 
They relate to abuse of the confessional, hostility 
to other priests, hostility to civil authorities, and 
over-hasty. baptisms, in regard to which La Salle is 
reported to have made a comparison, unfavorable 
to the Jesuits, between them and the Eecollets and 
Sulpitians. 

We now come to the second part of the memoir, 
entitled " History of Monsieur de la Salle." After 
stating that he left France at the age of twenty-one 
or twenty-two, with the purpose of attempting some 
new discovery, it makes the statements repeated in 
a foi-mer chapter, concerning his discovery of the 
Ohio, the Illinois, and possibly the Mississippi. It 

(tea J^suites) appellent la eamte iiimille, dans laquelle on AilC rreu sur lea 
Saintes EvauglLes de dira tout ce qu'ou Bait de bien et de mal des per- 
Bonnes qu'oii connoiat. La Sup^rieure de oette compagnie a'appelle Mad- 
ame Bonrdon ; une M'''- Diullebout eat, je crols, I'assistaate et une M.''^ 
Cliarron, la Tresoriere, La compagnie a'assemble tous les Jeudis dans la 
Cathe'drale, fi porte tferm^e, et Ih elles se disent lee unes aas autres tout 
ce qu'elies ont apprie. C'est une espfice d'Inquisition centre foutea lea per- 
Bonnesquine eont pasimiesaveclea J&uites. Gea personnes eont accus&s 
de tenir secret ce qu'eltes apprennent de mal dea personnea de leur party et 
de n'avoir paa la meame discretion pour lee autres." — Mlmoiiv sm M'- de 
la SaUe. 

Tlie Madame DaiUebont mentioned above was a devotee like Madame 
Bourdon, and, in one respect, her history waa similar. See " Jesuite in 
Hortl. America," p. 265. 

The association of the Sainte FamiUe, composed entirely of women, 
was founded by the Jesuit Cbaumonot at Montreal in 1668. Laval, 
Bishop of Quebec, aftenvaids encouraged its eatablialiment at that place ; 
and, as Cbaumonot himself writes, caused it to be attached to tlie cathe- 
dral. — Vie de Chauiaonot, 83. For its establishment at Montreal, iFaillon, 
Fie de M^ Manne, i, 233. 

" lis [les J^suitea) ont tons une si grande envie de savoir tout ce qui 
ee ^t dans les femiDes qu'ila ont dea Iiispecteurs ^ gages dans la Ville, qui 
letir tappottent tout ce qui ae Mi dans les maisons," etc., etc. — Leitre de 
/VonJenoe ou MinUtre, 13 Nev. 1673. 
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then mentions the building of Fort Frontenac, and 
says that one object of it was to prevent the Jesuits 
from becoming undisputed masters of the fur-trade.' 
Three years ago, it pursues, La Salle came to 
France, and obtained a grant of the fort; and it 
proceeds to give examples of the. means used by the 
party opposed to him to injure his good name, and. 
bruig him within reach of the law. Once, when 
he was at Quebec, the farmer of the king's reve- 
nue, one of the richest men in the place, was ex- 
tremely urgent in his proffers of hospitality, and at 
length, though he knew him but slightly, per- 
suaded him to lodge in his house. He had been 
here but a few days when his host's wife began to 
enact the part of the wif^ of Potiphar, and this with 
so much vivacity, that on one occasion La Salle was 
forced to take an abrupt .leave, in order to avoid an 
infringement of the laws of hospitality. As he 
opened the door, he fomid the husband on the 
watch, and saw that it was a plot to entrap him.^ 

Another attack, of a different character, though 
in the same direction, was soon after made. The 
remittances which La Salle received from the vari- 
ous members and connections of his family were 
sent through the hands of his brother, the Abbe 
Cavelier, from whom his enemies were, therefore, 
very eager to alienate him. To this end, a report 
was made to reach the priest's ears, that La Salle 
had seduced a young woman, with whom he was 

' Mention has been made (p. 81, nole} of tha report sot on foot by the 
Jesuit Dablon, to prevent the building of tlie fort, 

^ This story is told at coneiderable length, and the adytuices of the 
lady particularly described. 
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living, in an open and scandalous manner, at Fort 
Frontenac. The effect of this device exceeded the 
wishes of its contrivers ; for the priest, aghast at 
what he had heard, set out for the fort, to adminis- 
ter his fraternal rebuke ; but, on arriving, in place 
of the expected abomination, found his brother, 
assisted by two E^collet friars, ruling, with edifying 
propriety, over a most exemplary household. 

Thus far the memoh. From passages in some 
of La Salle's letters, it may be gathered that the 
Abb6 Cavelier gave him at times no Httle annoy- 
ance. In his double character of priest and elder 
brother, he seems to have constituted himself the 
counsellor, monitor, and guide of a man, who, 
though many years his junior, was in all respects 
incomparably superior to him, as the sequel mil 
show. This must have been almost insufferable to 
a nature like that of La Salle ; who, nevertheless, 
was forced to arm himself with patience, since his 
brother held the purse-strings. On one occasion, 
his forbearance was put to a severe proof, when, 
wishing to marry a damsel of good connections in 
the colony, the Abbe Cavelier saw fit, for some rea- 
son, to interfere, and prevented the alliance.^ 

To resume the memok. It declai'es that the 
Jesuits procured an ordinance from the Supreme 
Council, prohibiting traders from going into the 
Indian country, iu order that they, the Jesuits, 
being already established there in their missions, 
might carry on trade without competition. But 
La Salle induced a good number of the Iroquois to 

1 Letter of La Salle in possession of M. Margry. 
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settle around his fort ; thus bringing the trade to his 
own door, without breaking the ordinance. These 
Iroquois, he is farther reported to have said, were 
very fond of him, and aided him in rebuilding the 
fort with cut stone. The Jesuits told the Iroquois 
on the south side of the lake, where they were es- 
tablished as missionaries, that La Salle was strength- 
ening his defences, with the view of making war on 
them. They and the Intendant, who was their creat- 
ure, endeavored to embroil the Iroquois with the 
French, in order to ruin La Salle; writing to him at 
the same time that he was the hulwai-k of the 
counti-y, and that he ought to be always on his 
guard. They also tried to persuade Frontenac that 
it was necessai-y to- raise men and prepare for war. 
La Salle suspected them, and, seeing that the Iro- 
quois, in consequence of their intrigues, were in 
an excited state, he induced the Governor to come 
to Fort Frontenac, to pacify them. He accordingly 
did so, and a council was held, which ended in a 
complete restoration of confidence on the part of 
the Iroquois.^ At this council they accused the 
two Jesuits, Bruyas and Pierron,^ of spreading re- 

1 Louis XIV, alludes to this visit, in a letter to Prontemtc, dated 28 
April, 1S77. " I cannot bat approve," he writes, "of what youlmvedono 
in your voyage to FortFronlenao, to reconcile the minds of the Five Iro- 
quois nations, and to clear yourself from the suspicions they had euter- 
tained, and from the motives that might induce them to make war." 
Frontenac's despatchea of this, as well as of the preceding and following 
years, are missing from the archives. 

In a memoir written in Novemljer, 1680, La Salle alludes to " le d^sir 
qne I'on avoit que Monseigneur le Comte de rrontenac flst la guerre aux 
Iroquois." See Thomasay, G&Iogie Pratiipie de h Louisiane, 203. 

'' Bruyaa wae about thia time stationed among the Onondagas. 
Pierron waa among the Senecaa. He had lately removed to them from 
10 
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ports that the French were preparing to attack 
them. La Salle thought that the object of the in- 
ti'igue was to make the Iroquois jealous of him, and 
engage Frontenac in expenses which would offend 
the king. After La Salle and the Governor had 
lost credit hy the rupture, the Jesuits would come 
forward as pacificators, in the full assurance that 
they coisid restore quiet, and appear in the attitude 
of saviors of the colony. 

La Salle, pursues his reporter, went on to say, 
that about this time a quantity of hemlock and ver- 
digris was given him in a salad ; and that the guilty 
person was a man in Ms employ, named Nicolas 
Perrot, otherwise called Solycceur, who confessed 
the crime,-^ The memoir adds that La Salle, who 
recovered from the eifects of the poison, wholly ex- 
culpates the Jesuits. 

This attempt, which was not, as we shall see, the 
only one of the kind made against La Salle, is al- 
luded to by him, in a letter to the Prince de Conti^ 

the Moliawk country. —Eeiation des J^suites, 1673-9, p, 140 (Shea), 
Bruyos was also for a long time among the Mohavvke. 

' This puis the character of Perrot in a new light, for it ia not likely 
that any other can he meant than the fkniouB vogageur. I have found no 
mention elsewhere of the synonyme of Solycwnr. Poisoning was the cur- 
rent crime of the day ; and persons of the highest rank had repeatedly 
teen charged with it. The following is Uie paasage ; — 

" Quoiqu'O en soit, Mr. de la Salle ae senlit quelque temps apres em- 
poissonnS d'une salade dans laquelle on avoit meal^ du dgue, qai est poison 
en ce pays \k, et du verd de gris. II en fat malade 5i i'extreraite, vomis- 
eant presque contlnnelleuent 40 on 60 jours apr^s, et il ne r^uhappa que 
par la force extr6me de ea eonsdtudon. Celuy qui luy donna le poison 
fut an nomm^ Nicolas Perrot, autrement Solycceur, i'un de ses domes- 
tiqiies, . . . D pouvait fiure maarircot homme, qui a confesse son crime, 
mats 11 s'est contcnte de I'enfermer lea fers aus pieda." — Siatoire de M.'- 
de la Salle. 
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written in Canada, when he was on tlie point of 
departure on his great expedition to descend the 
Mississippi. The following is an extract from it : 

" I hope to give myself the honor of sending you 
a more particular account of this enterprise when 
it shall have had the success which I hope for 
it ; but I have need of a strong protection for its 
support. It traverses the commercial operations of 
certain persons, who vfiU find it hard to endure it. 
They intended to make a new Pai'aguay in these 
parts, and the route which I close against them 
gave them facilities for an advantageous corre- 
spondence with Mexico. This check will infalli- 
bly be a mortification to them ; and you know how 
they deal with whatever opposes them. Neoerthe- 
less, I am, hound to render them the justice to say 
that the poison which was given me was not at 
all of their instigation. The person who was con- 
scious of the guilt, believing that I was their enemy 
because he saw that our sentiments were opposed, 
thought to exculpate himself by accusing them ; and 
I confess that at the time I was not sorry to have 
this indication of their ill-will : but having after- 
wards carefully examined the affair, I clearly dis- 
covered the falsity of the accusation which this 
rascal had made against them. I nevertheless par- 
doned him, in order not to give notoriety to the 
affair; as the mere suspicion might sully their rep- 
utation, to which I should scrupulously avoid doing 
the slightest injury, unless I thought it necessary to 
the good of the public, and unless the fact were 
fully proved. Therefore, Monsieur, if any one 
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shared the suspicion which I felt, oblige me by un- 
deceiving him." ^ 

This letter, so honorable to La Salle, explains the 
statement made in the memoh-, that, notwithstand- 
ing his grounds of complaint against the Jesuits he 
continued to hve on terms of courtesy with them, 
entertained them at his fort, and occasionally cor- 
responded with them. The writer asserts, how- 
ever, that they intrigued with his men to induce 
them to desert ; employing for this purpose a young 
man named Deslauriers, whom they sent to him with 
letters of recommendation. La Salle took him iiito 
his service ; but he soon after escaped, with several 
other men, and took refuge in the Jesuit missions.^ 
The object of the intrigue is said to have been 
the reduction of La Salle's garrison to a number 
less than that which he was bound to maintain, 
thus exposing him to a forfeiture of his title of 



He is also stated to. have declared that Louis 
Joliet was an impostor,^ and a donne of the Jes- 
uits, — that is, a man who worked for them with- 
out pay; and, farther, that when he, La Salle, came 

^ The following words tire iinilerlmeil in the original ; " Je suis pow' 
taut oblige de kur rendre line justice, que h poison qu'on m' avoit domig n'<!sloii 
point de kur iastigation." — Letlre de la Salk au Prince de Cotiti, 31 Ocl. 1678. 

' In a letter to the iing, Frontenao mentions thftt seTeral men who 
htid been indnced to deeert from La Salle had (i:ane to Albanj', where the 
English had receiTed them well. — Leitre deFrontenac an Boy, 6 Nov. 1679, 
MS. The Jesuits had a mission in the neighboring tribe of the Mohawks, 
and elsewhere in New York. 

3 This agrees uith e:):pre3sions used by La Salle in a memoir addressed 
by him to FrontenaG in November, 16S0, and printed by Tliomasay. In 
this he plainly intimates Ms belief that Joliet went but little below the 
mouth of the Illmois. 
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to court to ask for privileges enabling him to pufsue 
his discoveries, the Jesuits represented in advance 
to the minister Colhert, that his head was turned, 
and that he was fit for nothing but a mad-house. 
It was only by the aid of influential friends that he 
was at length enabled to gain an audience. 

Here ends this remarkable memoh- ; which, criti- 
cise it as we may, undoubtedly contains a great 
deal of truth. 
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THE GRAND EKTERPRISB. 



"When La Salle gained possession of Foxt Fron- 
tenac, he secured a base for all his future enter- 
prises. That he meant to make it a permanent one 
is clear from the pains he took to strengthen its 
defences. Within two years from the date of his 
grant he had replaced the hasty palisade fort of 
Count Frontenac by a regular work of hewn stone ; 
of which, however, only two bastions, with their 
connecting cui'tains, were completed, the enclosure 
on the water side being formed of pickets. Within, 
there was a barrack, a well, a mill, and a bakery; 
while a wooden blockhouse guarded the gateway.' 
Near the shore, south of the fort, was a cluster of 
small houses of French habitans ; and farther, in 
the same direction, was the Indian village. Two 
officers and a surgeon, with half a score or more of 



1 Plan of Port Froiiteiiao, iJuHished bj Failloii, from the original Si 
to Prance by Denonville, 1085. 
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soldiers, made up the garrison ; and three or four 
times that number of masons, laborers, and canoe- 
men, were at one time maintained at the fort.^ Be- 
sides these, there were two E.ecollet friars, Luc 
Buisset and Louis Hennepin ; of whom the latter 
was but indifferently suited to his apostolic func- 
tions, as we shall soon discover. La Salle built a 
house for them, near the fort ; and they turned a 
part of it into a chapel. 

Partly for trading on the lake, partly with a view 
to ulterior designs, he caused four small decked 
vessels to be built: but, for ordinary uses, canoes 
best served his purpose ; and his followers became 
so skilful in managing them, that they were reputed 
the best canoe-men in America.^ Feudal lord of 
the forests around him, commander of a garrison 
raised and paid by himself, founder of the mission, 
patron of the church, La Salle reigned the autocrat 
of his lonely little empire. 

But be had no thought of resting here. He had 
gained what he sought, a fulcrum for bolder and 
broader action. His plans were ripened and his 
time was come. He was no longer a needy adven- 
turer, disinherited of all but his fertile brain and 
bis intrepid heart. He had won place, influence, 
credit, and potent friends. Now, at length, he 

1 £lat de la d^ense faite par M'- de la SaUe, Goueemevf du Fort Fron- 
tenac, MS. Whan rroatenac was at the fort in September, 1877, lie found 
only four hcAilans, It appears by the Jietaion des D^uvertee da S^ de'h 
Salk, that, three or four years later, there were thirteen or fourteen femi- 
lies. La Salle spent 84,426 ftanes on the fort. — Mfmoire aa Boy, Pa-piers 
de Familk, MSS. 

2 Rdatian des D&oiiBerles, MS. Hennepin repeats the statoment. 
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might hope to find the long-sought path to China 
and Japan, and secure for France those boundless 
regions of the West, in whose watery highways he 
saw his road to wealth, renown, and power. Again 
he sailed for France, bearing, as before, letters from 
Frontenac, commending him to the king and the 
minister. We have seen that he was denounced 
in advance as a madman ; but Colbert at length 
gave him a favoring car, and granted his petition. 
Perhaps he read the man before him, living only in 
the conception and achievement of great designs, 
and armed with a courage that not the Fates nor 
the Furies themselves could appall. 

La Salle was empowered to pursue his proposed 
discoveries at his own expense, on condition of 
completing them within fire years ; to build forts 
in the new-found countries, and hold possession of 
them on terms similar to those already granted Mm 
in the case of Fort Frontenac ; and to monopolize 
the trade in buffalo skins, a new branch of com- 
merce, by which, as he urged, the plains of the 
Mississippi would become a source of copious 
wealth. But he was expressly forbidden to carry 
on trade with the Ottawas and other tribes of the 
Lakes, who were accustomed to bring their furs to 
Montreal.^ 

Again La Salle's wealthy relatives came to his 
aid, and large advances of money were made to 
him.** He bought supplies and engaged men ; and 

1 Permission au S'- de la SaiU de d&oainir la partie occidentals de la Nou- 
velle France, 12 Mag, 167S, MS. Signed Cofflert ; not, as Ctiarlevoix says, 

" In the memorial which La Salle's relat 
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in July, 1678, sailed again for Canada, with thirty 
followers, — sailors, carpenters, and laborers, — an 
abundant store of anchors, cables, and ligging; 
iron tools,- merchandise for trade, and all things 
necessary for his enterprise. There was one man 
of his party worth all the rest combined. The 
Prince de Conti had a proUgi in the person of 
Henri de Tonty, an Italian officer, one of whose 
hands had been blown off by a grenade in the 
Sicilian wars. His father, who had been Governor 
of Gaeta, but who had come to France in conse- 
quence of political convulsions in Naples, had earned 
no small reputation as a financier, and devised 
the form of life insurance known as the Tontine, 
The Prince de Conti recommended the son to La 
Salle ; and, as the event proved, he could not have 
done him a better service. La Salle learned to 
know his new lieutenant on the voyage across the 
Atlantic ; and, soon after reaching Canada, he wrote 
of him to his patron in the following terras : " His 
honorable chai-acter and his amiable disposition 
were weU. known to yon ; but perhaps you would 
not have thought him capable of doing things for 
which a strong constitution, an acquaintance with 
the countiy, and the use of both hands seemed ab- 
solately necessary. Nevertheless, his energy and 
address make him equal to any thing; and now, at a 

after his death, they say that, on this o n -^ e et sas parents 

n'^pargnferent rien," It is added that t w n 6 8 d 1688 his enter- 
prises cost the family more than 500,000 an B emorandum of 
his couain, E'ran^ois Plet, M.B., of P ppea h La Salle gave 
him, on the 27tli and 23tli of June, 16 8 w p mis y notes of 9,805 
jrauca and 1,676 iVancs respectively. 
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season when everybody is in fear of the ice, he is 
setting out to begin a new fort, two hundred leagues 
from this place, and to which I have taken the lib- 
erty to give the name of Fort Conti. It is situated 
near that great cataract, more than a hundred and 
twenty foises in height, by which the lakes of high- 
er elevation precipitate themselves into Lake Fron- 
tenac [Ontario]. From, there one goes by water, 
five hundred leagues, to the place where Fort 
Dauphin is to be begun, from which it only remains 
to descend the great river of the Bay of St. Esprit 
to reach the Gulf of Mexico." ' 

Besides Tonty, La Salle found another ally, 
though a less efficient one, in the person of the 
Sieur de la Motte ; and at Quebec, where he was 
detained for a time, he found Father Louis Henne- 
pin, who had come down from Fort Frontenac to 
meet him. 

1 LeUre de, La Salle an Prime de Conti, 81 Oct. 1678, MS. I'ort Conti 
nils to hare been built on the site of the present Fort Niagara. The 
name of Lac de Conti was given by La Salle to Late Erie. The fort 
menlioned aa Fort Dauphin was built, as we eliall see, on the lilinoia, 
though under another name. La Salle, deceived by Spanish maps, 
thought that the Mississippi discharged itself into the Bay of St. Esprit 
(Mobile Bay). 

Henri de Tonty signed his name in the Gallicised, and not in Ihe oiig- 
ina! Italian fbrm, Taali. He wore a hand of iron or some other metal, 
which was usually covered with a glove. La Potlierie says that he once 
or twice used it to good purpose when the Indians became disorderly, ia 
breaking the heads of the most contamacious or knocking out their teetli. 
Not knowing at the lime the secret of the unusual efficacy of his blows, 
they regarded him aa a " medicine " of tlie first order. La Potherie 
ascribes the loss of his hand to a sabre-cut received in a sortie at Messina ; 
but Tonty, in his Memnre, says, as above, that it wib blown off. 
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LA SALLE AT NIAGAKA. 
Father Loms Heskepib. — His Past Li?e; kis Chaeactee. — Embabk- 

AXION. — NiAQAKA FaLI^. — INDIAN JeAUJCST. — Li MOTIS AND THE 

Sbnkcas.— A Disaster. — La Salu: aed ma Followees. 

Hennepin was all eagerness to join in the ad- 
venture, and, to liis great satisfaction, La Salle gave 
him a letter from his Pi'ovincial, Father Le Fevre, 
containing the coveted permission. Whereupon, 
to prepare himself, he went into retreat, at the 
EecoUet convent of Quebec, where he remained 
for a time in such prayer and meditation as his 
nature, the reverse of spiritual, would permit. 
Frontenac, always partial to his Order, then 
invited him to dine at the chateau ; and having 
visited the Bishop and asked his blessing, he went 
down to the lower town and embai-ked. His vessel 
was a small birch canoe, paddled by two men. 
With sandalled feet, a coarse gray capote, and 
peaked hood, the cord of St. Francis about Ms 
waist, and a rosary and crucifix hanging at his 
side, the Father set forth on his memorable journey. 
He carried with him the fumitm.'e of 



I .y Google 



120 LA SALLE AT HIAGARA. [ms. 

altar, which, in time of need he could strap on his 
back, like a knapsack. 

He slowly made his way up the St. Lawrence, 
stopping here and there, where a clearing and a 
few log houses marked the feeble beginning of a 
parish and a seigniory. The settlers, though good 
Catholics, were too few and too poor to support a 
priest, and hailed the arrival of the friar with de- 
light. He said mass, exhorted a little, as was his 
custom, and, on one occasion, baptized a child. 
At length, he reached Montreal, where the enemies 
of the enterprise enticed away his two canoe-men. 
He succeeded in finding two others, with whom 
he continued his voyage, passed the rapids of the 
upper St. Lawrence, and reached Fort Fronte- 
nac at eleven o'clock at night, of the second of 
November, where his brethren of the mission, Ei- 
bourde and Buisset, received him with open arms.^ 
La Salle, Tonty, La Motte, and then- party, who 
had left Quebec a few days after him, soon appeared 
at the fort ; La Salle much fatigued and worn by 
the hardships of the way, or more probably by the 
labors and anxieties of preparation. He had no 
sooner arrived, than he sent fifteen men in canoes 
to Lake Michigan and the Illinois, to open a trade 
with the Indians and collect a store of provisions. 
There was a small vessel of ten tons in the harbor ; 
and he ordered La Motte to sail in her for Niagara, 
accompanied by Hennepin. 

This bold, hardy, and adventurous friaj', the his- 

• Hennepin, Description de la Ltmisiims (1683), 19. Ibid., Vmjags Go- 
mHe (1704), 66. Bibourde had latelj' arrived. 
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toriaii of the expedition, and a conspicuous actor in 
it, has uiiivittingly painted his own porti'ait with 
tolerable distinctness. "I always," he says, "felt 
a strong inclination to fly from the world and live 
according to the rules of a pure and severe virtue ; 
and it was with this view that I entered the Order 
of St. Francis." ^ He then speaks of his zeal for 
the saving of souls, hut admits that a passion for 
travel and a burning desire to visit strange lands 
had no small part in his inclination for the mis- 
sions.*^ Being in a convent in Artois, his superior 
sent him to Calais, at the season of the herring- 
fishery, to beg alms, after the practice of the Fran- 
ciscans. Here and at Dunkirk, he made friends of 
the sailors, and was never tired of their stories. So 
insatiable, indeed, was his appetite for them, that 
"often," he says, "I hid myself behind tavern 
doors while the sailors were telling of their, voy- 
ages. The tobacco smoke made me very sick at 
the stomach ; but, notwithstanding, I listened atten- 
tively to all they said about their adventures at sea 
and their travels in distant countries. I could have 
passed whole days and nights in this way without 
eating." ^ 

He presently set out on a roving mission thi'ough 
Holland ; and he recounts various mishaps which 
befell him, "in consequence of my zeal in laboring 
for the saving of souls." " I was at the bloody 
fight of Seneff," he pursues, " where so many per- 

1 Hennepin, Nouoetle IMMiverte (1697), 8. 

2 Ibid., AixiTit Propos, 5. 

> Ibia., Foja^B Ofirieax (1704), 12. 
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ished by fire and sword, and where I liad abundance 
of work, in comforting and consoling the poor 
wounded aoldicra. After undergoing great fatigues, 
and running extreme danger in the sieges of towns, 
in the ti-enches, and in battles, where I exposed 
myself freely for the salvation of others, while the 
soldiers were breathing nothing but blood and car- 
nage, I found myself at last in a way of satisfying 
my old inclination for traveh" ^ 

He got leave from his superiors to go to Canada, 
the most adventurous of all the missions ; and ac- 
cordingly sailed in 1675, in the ship which carried 
La Salle, who had just obtained the grant of Fort 
Frontenac. In the course of the voyage, he took 
it upon him to reprove a party of girls who were 
amusing themselves and a circle of officers and 
other passengers by dancing on deck. La Salle, 
who was among the spectators, was annoyed at 
Hennepin's interference, and told him that he was 
behaving like a pedagogue. The friar retorted, by 
alluding — unconsciously, as he says — to the 
circumstance that La Salle was once a peda_gogue 
himself, having, according to Hennepin, been for 
ten or twelve years teacher of a class in a Jesuit 
school. La Salle, he adds, turned pale with rage, 
and never forgave him to his dying day, but always 
maligned and persecuted him.^ 

On arriving in Canada, he was sent up to Fort 

1 Ibid., 13. 

2 Ibid., Avis aa Lectear. He elsewhere represents himself as on excel- 
lent terms with La Salle ; with whom, he says, lie used to read histories 
of travels at Port IVontenac, after ivhich they discussed together tbeir 
plans of discoTery. 
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Frontenac, as a missionai-y. That wild and remote 
post was greatly to his liking. He planted a gigan- 
tic cross, superintended the buUding of a chapel, 
for himself and his colleague, Buisset, and insti-uct- 
ed the Iroquois colonists of the place. He visited, 
too, the neighboring Indian settlements, paddling 
his canoe in summer, when the lake was open, and 
journeying in winter on snow-shoes, with a blanket 
slung at his back. His most noteworthy journey 
was one which he made in the winter, — apparently 
of 1677, — with a soldier of the fort. They crossed 
the eastern exti-emity of Lake Ontario on snow- 
shoes, and pushed southward through the forests, 
towards Onondaga; stopping at evening to dig away 
the snow, which was several feet deep, and collect 
wood for their fire, which they were forced to re- 
plenish repeatedly during the night, to keep them- 
selves from freezing. At length they reached the 
great Onondaga town, where the Indians were 
much amazed at their hai'dibood. Thence they 
proceeded eastward, to the Oneidas, and after- 
wards to the Mohawks, who regaled them with 
small frogs, pounded np with a porridge of Indian 
corn. Hero Hennepin found the Jesuit, Bruyas, 
who permitted him to copy a dictionary of the Mo- 
hawk language ' which he had compiled, and here 
he presently met three Dutchmen, who urged him 
to visit the neighboring settlement of Orange, or 

1 This was the Radnes Agnihres of Bruyas, It was puHished by Mr, 
Shea in 1362. Hennepin soeme to have studied it carefull]' ; for, on sev- 
eral occasions, ho makes use of words evidently borrowed from it, putting 
them into the mouths of Indians speaking a dialect different from that of 
the Agniers, or Mohawks. 
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Albany, an invitation which, he seems to have de- 
clined.' 

They were pleased with him, he says, becauae 
he spoke Dutch. Bidding them farewell, he tied 
on his snow-shoes again, and returned with his com- 
panion to Foi't Erontenac. Thus he inured him- 
self to the hardships of the woods, and prepared for 
the execution of the grand plan of discovery which 
he calls his own; "an enterprise," to bori'ow his 
own words, "capable of terrifying anybody but 
me." ^ "When the later editions of his book ap- 
peared, doubts had been expressed of his veracity. 
" I here protest to you, before God," he writes, 
addressing the reader, " that my narrative is faithful 
and sincere, and that you may believe every thing 
related in it." ^ And yet, as we shall see, this Rev- 
erend Father was the most impudent of liars ; and 
the narrative of which he spealts is a rare monu- 
ment of brazen mendacity. Hennepin, however, 
had seen and dared much : for among his many 
failings fear had no part ; and where his vanity 
or his spite was not involved, he often told the 
truth. His books have their value, with all their 
enormous fabrications.* 

La Motte and Hennepin, with sixteen men, went 

1 Compare Bradhead in Hist Mag., 2. 268. 

2 " Une entrepriae capable d'epouvaiiter tout autre que moi." — Hen- 
nepin, Voi/age Curiaix, Auant Propos ( 170i) , 

' " Ja YouB proteste id devattt Dieu, que ma Relation est fi<161e et 
sinc&re," etc. — Ibid., Avis au Lecteur, 

* The nature of tliese febrications will be shown hereafter. They 
occur, not in tlie early editions of Hennepin's narrative, which are com- 
paratively tiuthM, bat in the edition of 1697 and those which followed. 
La SttUe was dead at the tone of their publication. 
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on board the little vessel of ten tons, which lay at 
Fort Frontenac. The friar's two brethren, Buisset 
and Eibourde, threw their arms about his neck as 
they bade him farewell ; while his Indian proselytes, 
learning whither he was bound, stood with their 
hands pressed upon their mouths, in amazement at 
the perils which awaited their ghostly instructor. 
La SaUe, with the rest of the party, was to follow 
as soon as he could finish his preparations. It was 
a boisterous and gusty day, the eighteenth of No- 
vember. The sails were spread ; the shore receded, 
— the stone walls of the fort, the huge cross that 
the friar had reai-ed, the wigwams, the settlers' 
cabins, the group of staring Indians on the strand. 
The lake was rough ; and the men, crowded in so 
small a craft, grew nervous and uneasy. They 
hugged the northern shore, to escape the fury of 
the wind which blew savagely from the nortlx-east; 
while the long, gray sweep of naked forests on their 
right betokened that winter was fast closing in. 
On the twenty-sixth, they reached the neighborhood 
of the Indian town of Taiaiagon,^ not far from To- 
ronto ; and ran their vessel, for safety, into the 
mouth of a river, — probably the Huraber, — 
where the ice closed about her, and they were 
forced to cut her out with axes. On the fifth of 
December, they attempted to cross to the mouth of 
the Niagara; but darkness overtook them, and they 
spent a comfortless night, tossing on the troubled 

1 This place is laid down on a manuscript map sent to France by the 
Inlendant Duclicsnaau, and now preserved in the Archives de la Mavine, 
and also on several other contemporar; maps. 
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lake, five or six miles from sliore. In the morning, 
they entered the mouth of the Niagara, and landed 
on the point at its eastern side, where now stand the 
historic rarirpai-ts of Fort Niagara. Here they found 
a small Tillage of Senecas, attracted hither by the 
fisheries, who gazed mth curious eyes at the vessel, 
and listened in wonder as the voyagers sang T& 
Deuni, in gratitude for their safe arrival. 

Hennepin, with several others, now ascended the 
river, in a canoe, to the foot of the mountain ridge 
of Lewiston, which, stretching on the right hand 
and on the left, forma the acclivity of a vast plateau, 
rent with the mighty chasm., along which, from this 
point to the cataract, seven miles above, rush, with 
the fury of an Alpine torrent, the gathered waters 
of fom- inland oceans. To urge the canoe farther 
was impossible. He landed, with his cQmpanions, 
on the west banli, near the foot of that part of the 
ridge now called Queeustown Heights, climbed the 
steep ascent, and pushed through the Avintry forest 
on a tour of exploration. On his left sank the 
clifis, the furious liver raging below ; till at length, 
in primeval solitudes, unprofaiied as yet by the pet- 
tiness of man, the imperial cataract burst upon his 
sight.^ 



' Heimeprn's account of the falls and river of N i^ua — espei, illj I s 
second account, on his return from the West — is i ei i mi ute ind on 
tlie whole very accurate. He indulges in giois esagge ation as ty the 
height of the cataract, wliicli, in the edition ot V^Z he states at flie hun 
dred feet, and raxEes to six hundred in that of 1697. He also says that 
there was room for four carriages to pass abreast under the American Fall 
without being wet. This is, of course, an exaggeration at the best ; but it 
is extremely probable that a great change has taken place since hie time. 
He speaks of a small latcrd &11 at the west side of the Horse Shoe Fall 
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The explorers passed three miles beyond it, and 
encamped for tlie night on the hanks of Chippewa 
Creek, scraping away the snow, which was a foot 
deep, in order to kindle a fire. In the morning 
they retraced their steps, startling a number of deer 
and wild turkeys on their way, and rejoined their 
companions at the mouth of the river. 

It was La Salle's purpose to build a palisade foit 
at the mouth of the Niagara; and the work was 
now begun, though it was necessary to use hot 
water to soften the frozen ground. But frost was 
not the only obstacle. The Scnecas of the neigh- 
boring village betrayed a sullen jealousy at a design 
which, indeed, boded them no good. Niagara was 
the key to the four great lakes above, and whoever 
held possession of it could in no small measure 
control the fur-trade of the interior. Occupied by 
the French, it would, in time of peace, intercept the 
trade which the Iroquois carried on betweeiT the 
Western Indians, and the Dutch and English at 
Albany, and in time of war threaten them with 
serious danger. La Motte saw the necessity of 

which does not now exist. Table Kook, now destcoyetl, is distinctly 
flguref! in his picture. He eajs that he descended the clifik on the west 
side to the foot of the cataract, but that no human being can get down on 
the east side. 

The name of Niagara, written Ongaiaakra by Lalemant in 1641, and 
Ongitra by Sanson, on his map of 1657, ie izsed by Hennepin in its pres- 
ent form. His description of the fells is the earliest known to exist. 
They are dearly indicated on the map of Champlain, 1682. For early 
references to them, see " The Jesuits in North America," 148. A brief 
but curious notice of them is giyen by Gendron, Qv^ijues Parlicularitez da 
Pays des Hiir(ms,l&5%. The indefatigable Dr. O'Callaghan has discovered 
tiiirty-nine distinct forms of the name Niagara, — lades: lo Colonial Doca- 
meats o/Neto Yorh, 466. It is of Iroquois origin, and in tlie Mohawk 
dialect is pronounced Nyiigarah. 
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conciliating these formidable neighbors, and, if pos- 
sible, cajoling them to give their consent to the 
plan. La Salle, indeed, had instructed him to that 
effect. He resolved on a joiumey to the great vil- 
lage of the Senecas, and called on Hennepin, who 
vcaa busied in building a bark chapel for himself, 
to accompany him. They accordingly set out with 
several men well armed and equipped, and bearing 
at their backs presents of very considerable value. 
The village was beyond the Genesee, south-east 
of the site of Rochester.^ After a march of five 
days, they reached it on the last day of December. 
They were conducted to the lodge of the great 
chief, where they were beset by a staring crowd 
of women and children. Two Jesuits, Kaffeix and 
Julien Gamier, were in the village ; and their pres- 
ence boded no good for the embassy. La Motte, 
who seems to have had little love for priests of any 
kind, was greatly annoyed at seeing them ; and 
when the chiefs assembled to hear what he had to 
say, he insisted that the two fathers should leave 
the council-house. At this, Hennepin, out of 
respect for his cloth, thought it befitting that he 
should rethe also. The chiefs, forty-two in num- 
ber squatted on the ground, arrayed in ceremo- 
nial robes of beaver, wolf, or black squirrel skin. 
" The senators of Venice," writes Hennepin, " do 
not look more grave or speak more deliberately 
than the counsellors of the Iroquois." La Motte's 

1 Near the town of Victor. It is laid down on the map of Galin^e, and 
other iinpubliahed maps. Compare Marshall, Hisloricoi Skeielus of the 
Niagara Frontier, 14. 
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interpreter harangued the attentive conclave, placed 
gift after gift at their feet, — coats, scarlet cloth, 
hatchets, knives, and beads, — and used all hia elo- 
quence to persuade thern that the building of a fort 
at the mouth of the Niagara, and a vessel on Lake 
Erie, were measures vital to their interest. They 
gladly took the gifts, but answered the interpreter's 
speech with evasive generalities ; and having been 
entertained with the burning of an Indian prisoner, 
the discomfited embassy returned, half-famished, to 
Niagara. 

A few days after, Hennepin was near the shore 
of the lake, when he heai-d a well-known voice, and 
to his surprise saw La Salle approaching. This 
resolute child of misfortune had already begun to 
taste the bitterness of his destiny. Sailing with 
Tonty from Fort Frontenac, to bring supplies to the 
advanced party at Niagai'a, he had been detained 
by contrary wmds when within a few hours of 
his destination. Anxious t^ reach it speedily, 
he left the vessel in charge of the pilot, who dis- 
obeyed his orders, and ended by wrecking it at a 
spot nine or ten leagues west of Niagara.' The 
provisions and merchandise were lost, though the 
crew saved &,e anchors and cables destined for 
the vessel which La Salle proposed to build for the 



1 Tonty, MOnoire envoys en 1693 sir la D^cotiverk du Mississippi et des 
Nations voisines, par le Sieiir de la Solk, m 1678, et depuis sa morl par le 
Sieur de Toitly. The published work bearing Tonty's name is a compi- 
lation Ml of misslatements. He disowned its authorship. Its authority 
will not be relied on in thie narrative. A copy of the true document 
from the original, signed ty Tonty, in the Arehives de la Marine, is 
before me. 
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navigation of the Upper Lakes. He had had a 
meeting with the Senecas, before the disaster ; and, 
more fortunate than La Motte, — for his influence 
over Indians was great, — had persuaded them to 
consent, for a time, to the execution of his plans. 
They requned, however, that he should so far 
modify them as to content himself with a stockaded 
wai'ehouse, in place of a fort, at the mouth of the 



The loss of the vessel threw him into extreme 
perplexity, and, as Hennepin says, " would have 
made anybody but him give tip the enterprise." ^ 
The whole party were now gathered within the 
half-finished palisades of Niagara ; a motley crew 
of French, Flemings, and Italians, all mutually 
jealous. Some of the men had been tampered with 
by La Salle's enemies. None of them seem to have 
had much heart for the enterprise. La Motte had 
gone back to Canada. He had been a soldier, and 
perhaps a good one ; but he had already broken 
down under the hardships of these winter joui-ney- 
ings. La Salle, seldom happy in the choice of subor- 
dinates, had, perhaps, in all his company but one 
man in whom he could confidently trust ; and this 
was Tonty. He and Hennepin were on iniiifferent 
terms. Men thrown together in a mgged enter- 
piise like this quickly leam to know each other ; 
and the vain and assuming friar was not likely to 

t 2fecfjp(i"on<(eto£oui!ione (16831,41. It is eharaeteriatic of Hennepin, 
that, in the editions of his booli puMiaheii after La Salle's death, lie sub- 
atitntes for " anybody but him," " anybody but those who had formed so 
generous a design," meaning to include himself, though he lost notliing 
by the disaster, and had not formed tlie design. 
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commend himself to La Salle's brave and loyal 
lieutenant. Hennepin says that it was La Salle's 
policy to govern through the dissensions of his fol- 
lowers ; and, from whatever cause, it is certain 
that those beneath him were rarely in perfect 
harmony. 
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1679. 

THE LAUNCH OF THE "GRISTIN." 

The Niagara Portagb. — A Vessbl oh tbb Stocks. — SuFFEBc-a ahd 
Discosi'BNT. — La Salle's Wihteb Jourhby. — Tiia Vessbl 

LAUHOHED. — FHESH DsaASTEHS. 

A MORE important work than that of tlie ware- 
house at the mouth of the river was now to be be- 
gun. This was the building of a vessel above the 
catai"act. The small craft which had brought La 
Motte and Hennepin with then- advanced party had 
been hauled to the foot of the rapids at Lewiston, 
and drawn ashore with a capstan to save her from 
the drifting ice. Her lading was taken out, and 
must now be carried beyond the cataract to the 
calm water above. The distance to the destined 
point was at least twelve miles, and the steep 
heights above Lewiston must first be chmbed. This 
heavy task was accomplished on the twenty- second 
of January. The level of the plateau was reached, 
and the file of burdened men, some thirty in num- 
ber, toiled slowly on its way over the snowy plains 
and through the gloomy forests of spruce and naked 
oak trees ; while Hennepin plodded through the 



:.-d:yCOOg[C 



1679.] SniP-BUILDING, 153 

drifts with his portable altar- lashed fast to his back. 
They came at last to the mouth of a stream which 
entered the Niagara two leagues above the cataract, 
and which was undoubtedly that now called Cayuga 
Creek.' 

' It has been s, matter of dotate on whioli side nf the Niagara the first 
vessel on the Upper Lakes was built. A close study of Hennepin, and a 
careful examination of the localities, hare convinced me that the spot was 
that indicated above. Hennepin repeatedly alludes to a large detacbed 
lock rising out of the water at the foot of the rapids above Lewiaton, on 
tlie west side of the river. This rock may still be seen, itnmediaiely 
under the western end of the Lewiston suspension-bridge. Persons livhig 
in the neighborhood remember that a ferry.boat used to pass between it 
and the cU^ of the western shore ; but it has since been undermined 
by the current and has inclined in tliaC direction, so that a consid- 
erable part of it is submerged, while the gravel and earth thrown clown 
ftom the cliff daring the building of Hie bridge !ias filled the intervening 
channel. Opposite to this rock, and on the east side of the river, saya 
Hennepin, are three mountains, about two leagues below the cataract. — 
Nomisan Voyage (1701), 462,466. To tliese " three momttains," as well as 
to the rock, he frequently alludes. They are also spoken of by La Hon- 
tan, who clearly indicates their position. They consist in the three sue. 
cessive grades of tlie acclivity : first, that which rises from the level of 
the water, forming the steep and lofty river bank ; next, an intermediate 
ascent, crowned by a sort of terrace, where the tired men could find a 
second resting-place and lay down Uieir burdens, whence a third effort 
carried them with difficulty to the level top of the plateau. That this 
was the actual "pottage" or carrying place of the travellers is shown hy 
Hennepin (1704), 114, who describes tlie carrying of anchors and other 
heavy articles up these heights in August, 1679. La Hontan also passed 
iu H 



from the shore by a narrow and deep arm of the Niagara, into wliidi 
Cayuga Creek discharges itself. The place is so obviously suited to build- 
ing and launching a vessel, that, in the early part of this century, the 
12 
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Trees were felled, tlie place cleared, and the 
master-carpenter set Ms ship-builders at ivork. 
Meanwhile two Mohegan hunters, attached to the 
party, made hark wigwams to lodge the men. 
Hennepin had his chapel, apparently of the same 
material, where he placed his altar, and on Sun- 
days and saints' days said mass, preached, and ex- 
horted; while some of the men, who knew the 
Gregonan chant, lent their aid at the service. 
When the carpenters were ready to lay the keel of 
the vessel, La Salle asked the friar to drive the first 
bolt ; " but the modesty of my rehgious profession," 
he says, " compelled me to decline this honor." 

Fortunately, it was the hunting-season of the 
Ii'oquois, and most of the Seneca warriors were in 
the forests south of Lake Erie ; yet enough re- 
mained to cause serious uneasiness. They loitered 
sullenly about the place, expressing their displeas- 
ure at the proceedings of the French. One of 
them, pretending to be drunk, attacked the black- 
smith and ti-ied to kill him ; but the Frenchman, 
brandishing a red-hot bar of iron, held him at bay 
till Hennepin ran to the rescue, when, as he de- 
clai-es, the seveiity of his rebuke caused the savage 
to desist.' The work of the ship-builders advanced 



government of the TTnited States chose it for IJie construction of a schooner 
to carry supplies to the garrisons of the Upper Lakes. The neighboring 
viUage now hears tlie name of La Salle. 

In examining this and other localities on the Kiagara, I have been 
greatly ^de3 by my friend, 0. H, Marshall, Esq., of BuSklo, who is un- 
livalleii in hia knowledge of the history and traditions of the Niagara 
frontier. 

^ Hennepin (1704), 97. On a paper drawn up at the instance of tlie 
iDtendant Duchesneau, the names of the greater numbei of La Salle's 



,Google 



1679.1 HUNGEE AKD MUTI^'i^-. 135 

rapidly ; and when the Indian "visitors beheld the 
vast ribs of the wooden monster, their jealousy was 
redoubled. A squaw told the French that they 
meant to burn the vessel on the stocks. All now 
stood anxiously on the watch. Cold, hunger, and 
discontent found imperfect antidotes in Tonty's 
energy and Hennepin's sermons. 

La Salle was absent, and his lieutenant com- 
manded in his place. Hennepin says that Tonty 
was jealous because he, the friar, kept a journal, 
and that be was forced to use all manner of just 
precautions to prevent the Italian from seizing it. 
The men, being half-starved in consequence of the 
loss of their provisions, on Lake Ontario, were rest- 
less and moody ; and their discontent was fomented 
by one of their number, who had very probably 
been tampered with by La Salle's enemies.^ The 
Senecas refused to supply them with corn, and the 
frequent exhortations of the BecoUet father proved 
an insufficient substitute. In this extremity, the 
two Mohegans did excellent service ; bringing deer 
and other game, which relieved the most pressing 
wants of the party and went far to restore their 
cheerfulness. 

La Salle, meanwhile, was making his way back 
on foot to Fort Frontenac, a distance of some two 



men are preeerved. These agree with those ^ven by Hennepin ; thus 
the masterHiarpenter, whom he calls Maitre Moyee, appears as Moise Hil- 
laret, and the hiackswith, whom he calls La Forge, is mentioned as — 
(illegiblB) dit la Forge. 

' " This bad man," aaya Hennepin, " would infiillihlj have flehauchecl 
our workmen, if I had not reassured them by the exhortations which I 
made them on Fete Days and Sundays, aRer divine aecvice." (1704), 98. 
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hundred and fifty miles, through the snow-encum- 
hered forests of the Ii'oquoia and over the ice of 
Lake Ontario. The wreck of his vessel made it 
necessary that fresh supplies should be sent to 
Niagara; and the condition of his affairs, embar- 
rassed by the great expenses of the enterprise, de- 
manded his presence at Fort Frontenac. Two men 
attended him, and a dog dragged his baggage on a 
sledge. For food, tliey had only a bag of parched 
com, which failed them two days before they 
reached the fort ; and they made the rest of the 
journey fasting. 

During his absence, Tonty finished the vessel, 
which was of about forty-five tons burden.^ As 
spring opened, she was ready for launching, The 
friar pronounced his blessing on her ; the assem- 
bled company sang Te Dmm ; cannon were fired ; 
and French and Indians, warmed alike by a gen- 
erous gift of brandy, shouted and yelped in chorus 
as she glided into the Niagara. Her builders towed 
her out and anchored her in the stream, safe at last 
from incendiary hands, and then, swinging their 
hammocks under her deck, slept in peace, beyond 
reach of the tomahawk. The Indians gazed on 
her with amazement. Five small cannon looked 
out from her portholes ; and on her prow was 
carved a portentous monster, the Griffin, whose 
namt! she bore, in honor of the armorial hearings 
of Frontenac. La Salle had often been heard to 

» Hennepin (1383), 4Q, In tlie edition of 1697, lie saya that it iras of 
sixty tons. I prefer to follow the earlier and more trustworthy nar- 
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say that lie would make the griffin fly above the 
crows, or, in other words, make Fronteiiac triumph 
over the Jesuits. 

They now took her up the river, and made her 
fast helow the swift current at Black Kock. Here 
they finished her equipment, and waited for La 
Salle's return ; but the absent commander did not 
appear. The spring and more than half of the 
summer had passed before they saw him again. 
At length, early in August, he arrived at the mouth 
of the Niagara, bringing three more fdars ; for, 
though no friend of the Jesuits, he was zealous for 
the Faith, and was rarely without a missionary in 
his joumeyings. Like Hennepin, the three friars 
were all Flemings. One of them, Melithon Watteau, 
was to remain at Niagara ; the others, Zenobe 
Membre and Gabriel Ribourde, were to preach tbe 
Faith among the tribes of the West. Eibourde 
was a hale and cheerfd. old mau of sixty-four. He 
went four times up and down the Lewiston heights, 
while the men were climbing the steep pathway 
with their loads. It required four of them, well 
stimulated with brandy, to carry up the principal 
anchor destined for the " Griffin." 

La Salle brought a tale of disaster. His ene- 
mies, bent on ruining the enterprise, had given out 
that he was embarked on a harebrained venture, 
from which he would never return. His creditors, 
excited by rumors set afloat to that end, had seized 
on all his property in the settled parts of Canada, 
though his seigniory of Fort Frontenac alone 
would have more than sufficed to pay all his debts. 
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There was no remedy. To defer the enterprise 
would have been to give his adversaries the triumph 
that they sought ; and he hardened himself agamst 
the; blow with his usual stoicism. 
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^ THE UPPER LAKES. 

■' — Deteoit. — A Stoeji. — St. Igkace ol 
s Asi> Enemies. — Lake Michig.vb. - 
:d Fight, — Fort Miami. — Tonty's Mis 



The " Griffin" had lain moored by the shore, so 
near that Hennepin could preach on Sundays from 
the deck to the men encamped along the bank. 
She was now forced up against the current mth 
tow-ropes and sails, till she reached the calm, en- 
trance of Lake Erie. On the seventh of August, 
the voyagers, thirty-four in all, embarked, sang Te 
Deum, and &ed their cannon. A fresh breeze 
sprang up ; and with swelling canvas the " Griffin " 
ploughed the virgin waves of Lake Erie, where sail 
was never seen before. Eor three days they held 
their course over these xmknown waters, and on the 
fourth turned northward into the sti-ait of Detroit. 
Here, on the right band and on the left, lay verdant 
prairies, dotted with groves and bordered with lofty 
forests. They saw walnut, chestnut, and wild plum 
trees, and oaks, festooned with gi-ape-vines ; herds 
of deer, and flocks of bwbjis and wild turkeys. 
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TKe bulwarks of the " Griffin " were plentifully 
hung with game which the men killed on shore, and 
among the rest with a number of bears, much com- 
mended by Hennepin for their want of ferocity and 
the excellence of their flesh. " Those," he says, 
" who win one day have the happiness to possess 
this fertile and pleasant strait, will be very much 
obliged to those who have sho'wn them the way," 
They crossed Lalse St. Clair,^ and atiU sailed north- 
ward against the current, till now, sparlding in tlie 
suUj Lake liui'on spread before them like a sea. 

For a time, they bore on prosperously. Then 
the wind died to a calm, then freshened to a gale, 
tben rose to a furious tempest ; and the vessel 
tossed wildly among the short, steep, perilous waves 
of the raging lake. Even La Salle called on his 
followers to commend themselves to Heaven. All 
fell to then- prayers but the godless pilot, who was 
loud in complaint against his commander for hav- 
ing brought him, after the honor he had won on 
the ocean, to drown at last ignomhiiously in fresh 
water. The rest clamored to the saints. St. An- 
thony of Padua was promised a chapel to be built 
in his honor, if he would but save them from then- 
jeopardy ; while in the same breath La Salle and 
the friars declared him patron of their great enter- 
prise.^ The saint heard their prayers. The obe- 
dient winds were tamed ; and the " Griffin " plunged 
on her way through foaming surges that still grew 

' They named it Sninte Claire, of wlucli tlie present name is a perver- 
2 Hennepin (1688), 58, 
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calmer as she advanced. Now the sun shone forth 
on woody islands, Bois Blanc and Mackinaw and 
the distant Manitoulins, — on the forest wastes of 
Michigan and the vast blue bosom of the angry 
lake ; and now her port was won, and she found her 
rest behind the point of St. Ignace of Michillimack- 
inac, floating in that tranquil cove where crystal 
waters cover but cannot bide the pebbly depths be- 
neath. Before her rose the house and chapel of 
the Jesuits, enclosed with palisades ; on the right, 
the Huron village, with its bark cabins and its 
fence of tall pickets ; on the left, the square com- 
pact houses of the French traders ; and, not fai" off, 
the clustered wigwams of an Ottawa village.^ Here 
was a centre of the Jesuit missions, and a centre of 
the Indian ti'ade ; and here, under the shadow of 
the cross, was much shai'p practice in the service 
of Mammon. Keen traders, with or without a li- 
cense ; and lawless coureurs de hois, whom a few 
years of forest life had weaned from civilization, 
made St. Ignace their resort ; and here there were 
many of them when the " Griffin " came. They and 
their employers hated and feared La Salle, who, 
sustained as he was by the Governor, might set at 
nought the prohibition of the kmg, debariing him 
from ti-afiic with these tribes. Yet, while plotting 
against him, they took pains to allay his distrust by 
a show of welcome. 

The " Griffin " fired her cannon, and the Indians 
yelped in wonder and amazement. The adventur- 
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ers landed in state, and marclied, under arms, to 
the bark chapel of the Ottawa village, where they 
heard mass. La Salle knelt before the altar, in a 
mantle of scarlet, bordered Avith gold, Soldiei-s, 
sailors, and artisans knelt around him, — black 
Jesuits, gray Recollets, swarthy voyageurs, and 
painted savages ; a devout but motley concourse. 

As tney left the chapel, the Ottavs'a chiefs came 
to bid them welcome, and the Hurons saluted them 
with a volley of musketry. They saw the " Griffin" 
at her anchorage, surrounded by more than a hun- 
dred bark canoes, like a Triton among minnows. 
Yet it was with more wonder than good-will that 
the Indians of the mission gazed on the floating 
fort, for so they called the vessel. A deep jealousy 
of La Salle's designs had been infused into them. 
His own followers, too, had been tampered with. 
In the autumn before, it may be remembered, he 
had sent fifteen men up the lakes, to trade for him, 
with orders to go thence to the Illinois, and make 
preparation against his coming. Early in the sum- 
mer, Tonty had been despatched in a canoe, from 
Niagai-a, to look after them.' It was high time. 
Most of the men had been seduced from their duty, 
and had disobeyed their orders, squandered the 
goods inti'iisted to them, or used them in ti'ading 
on their own account. La Salle found four of 
them at MichUlimackinac. These he arrested, and 
sent Tonty to the Falls of Ste. Marie, where two 
others were captured, with their plunder. The 

He WM overtaken at the Detroit by tlie 
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rest were in the woods, and it was useless to pursue 
them. 

Eaily in September, long before Tonty had re- 
turned from Ste. Marie, La Salle set sail again, and, 
passing westward into Lake Michigan,^ cast anchor 
neai- one of the islands at the entrance of Green 
Bay. Here, for once, he found a friend in the 
person of a Pottawattamie chief, who had been so 
wrought upon by the politic kindness of Frontenac, 
that he declared himself ready to die for the chil- 
dren of Onontio.^ Here, too, he found several of 
his advanced party, who had remained faithful, and 
collected a large store of fm-s.. It would have been 
better had they proved false, like the rest. La 
Salle, who asked counsel of no man, resolved, in 
spite of his followers, to send back the " GrifBn," 
laden with these furs, and others collected on the 
way, to satisfy his creditors.^ She fired a parting 
shot, and, on the eighteenth of September, spread 
her sails for Niagara, in charge of the pilot, who 
had orders to return with her to the Illinois as 
soon as he had discharged his cargo. La Salle, 
with the fourteen men who remained, in four 
canoes, deeply laden with a forge, tools, merchan- 

' Then usually known aa Lac des nUnois, because it gave access to 
the country of the tribes so called. Three years belbre, Allouez gave it 
the name of Lite St. Joseph, by which it is often designated, by the early 
writers. Membr^, Douay, and others, call it Lac Dauphin. 

* " The Great Mountiun," the Iroquois name for the Governor of Can- 
ada. It was borrowed by other tribes also. 

' In the license of discovery, granted to La Salle, he is expressly pro- 
hibited from trading with the Ottawas and others who brought ftirs to 
Montreal, This traffic on the lakes was, therefoie, illicit. His enemy, 
the Intendant Duchesneau, afterwards used tliis against liim. — Lellre de 
Dachesneait an Miaislre, 10 Nov. 1680, MS 
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disc, and ai-ina, put out from the island and resumed 
his voyage. 

The parting was not auspicious. The lake, 
glassy and calm in the afternoon, was convulsed at 
night with a sudden storm, when the canoes were 
midway between the island and the main shore. 
It was with much ado that they could keep to- 
gether, the men shouting to each other through 
the darkness. Hennepin, who was in the smallest 
canoe, with a heavy load, and a carpenter for a 
companion, who was awkward at the paddle, found 
himself in jeopardy which demanded all his neive. 
The voyagers thought themselves happy when they 
gained at last the shelter of a little sandy cove, 
where they dragged up their canoes, and made 
their cheerless bivouac in the drenched and drip- 
ping forest. Here tliey spent five days, living on 
pumpkins and Indian corn, the gift of their Pot- 
tawattamie friends, and on a Canada porcupine, 
brought in by La Salle's Mohegan hmiter. The 
gale raged meanwhile with a relentless fury. They 
trembled when they thought of the " Griffin." "When 
at length the tempest lulled, they re-embarked, and 
steered southward, along the shore of Wisconsin ; 
b'ut again the storm fell upon them, and drove 
them, for safety, to a bare, rocky islet. Here they 
made a fii'c of driftwood, crouched around it, drew 
their blankets over thek heads, and in this misera- 
ble plight, pelted with sleet and r^in, remained for 
two days. 

At length they were afloat again ; but their pros- 
perity was brief. On the twenty-eighth, a fierce 
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squall drove them to a point of rocks, covered with 
bushes, where they consumed the little that re- 
mained of their provisions. On the first of October, 
they paddled about thirty miles, without food, when 
they came to a village of Pottawattamies, who ran 
down to the shore to help them to land ; but La 
Salle, fearing that some of his men would steal the 
merchandise and desert to the Indians, insisted on 
going three leagues farther, to the great indignation 
of his followers. The lake, swept by an easterly 
gale, was rolling its waves against the beach, like 
the ocean in a storm. In the attempt to land, La 
Salle's canoe was nearly swamped. He and his 
three canoe-men leaped into the water, and, in spite 
of the surf, which neai'ly drowned them, dragged 
their vessel ashore, with all its load. He then went 
to the rescue of Hennepin, who, with his awkward 
companion, was in woful need of succor. Father 
Gabriel, with his sixty-four years, was no match 
for the surf and the violent undertow, Hennepin, 
finding himself safe, waded to his relief, and carried 
him ashore on his sturdy shoulders; while the old 
friar, though di'enched to the skin, laughed gayly 
under bis cowl, as his brother missionary staggered 
with him up the beacb.-^ 

"When all were safe ashore, La Salle, who dis- 
trusted the Indians they had passed, took post on 
a hill, and ordered his followers to prepare their 
guns for action. Nevertheless, as they were staiw- 
ing, an effort must be risked to gain a supply of 
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food; and he sent tliree men back to the village 
to purchase it. Well armed, but faint with toil 
and famine, they made their way through the 
stormy forest, beaiing a pipe of peace ; bnt on 
arriving saw that the scared inhabitants had fled. 
They found, however, a stock of corn, of which 
they took a portion, leaving goods in exchange, 
and then set out on their return. 

Meanwhile, about twenty of the wairiors, ai-med 
with bows and arrows, approached the camp of the 
French, to reconnoitre. La Salle went to meet 
them, with some of his men, opened a parley with 
them, and kept them seated at the foot of the hill 
till his three messengers returned, when, on seeing 
the peace-pipe, the warriors set up a cry of joy. 
In the morning, they brought more corn to the 
camp, with a supply of fresh venison, not a little 
cheering to the exhausted Frenchmen, who, in 
dread of treachery, had stood under arms all night. 
This "was no journey of pleasure. The lake was 
ruffled with almost ceaseless storms ; clouds big 
with rain above ; a turmoil of gray and gloomy 
waves beneath. Every night the canoes must be 
shouldered through the breakers and dragged up 
the steep banks, which, as they neared the site of 
Milwaukee, became almost insurmountable. The 
men paddled all day, with no other food than a 
handful of Indian com. They were spent with 
toil, sick with the haws and wild berries which 
they ravenously devoured, and dejected at the pros- 
pect before them. Father Gabriel's good spirits 
began to fail. He fainted several times, from fam- 
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ine and fatigue, but was revived by a certain " con- 
fection of Hyacinth," administered by Hennepin, 
who had a small box of this precious specific. 

At length they descried, at a distance, on the 
stormy shore, two or three eagles among a busy 
congregation of crows or turkey-buzzards. They 
paddled in all haste to the spot. The feasters took 
flight; and the starved travellers found the mangled 
body of a deer, lately killed by the wolves. This 
good luek proved the inauguration of plenty. As 
they approached the head of the lake, game grew 
abundant; and, with the aid of the Mohegan, there 
was no lack of bear's meat and venison. They 
found wild grapes, too, in the woods, and gathered 
them by cutting down the trees to which the vines 
clung. 

While thus employed, they were startled by a 
sight often so fearful in the waste and the wilder- 
ness, the print of a human foot. It -was clear that 
Indians were not far off. A stiict watch was kept, 
not, as it proved, without cause ; for that night, 
while the sentiy thought of little but screening 
himself and his gun from the floods of rain, a party 
of Outagamies crept under the bank, where they 
lurked for some time before he discovered them. 
Being challenged, they came forward, professing 
great friendship, and pretending to have mistaken 
the French for Iroquois. In the morning, how- 
ever, there was an outcry from La Salle's servaiit, 
who declared that the visitors had stolen his coat 
from under the inverted canoe where he had placed 
it ; while some of the carpenters also complained of 
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being robbed. La Salle well knew that if the theft 
were left unpunished, worse would come of it. 
First, he posted his men at the woody point of a 
peninsula, whose sandy neck was interposed be- 
tween them and the main forest. Then he went 
forth, pistol in hand, met a young Outagarai, 
seized him, and led him prisoner to his camp. 
This done, he again set out, and soon found an 
Outagami chief, — for the wigwams were not far 
distant, — to whom he told what he had done, add- 
ing that unless the stolen goods were restored, the 
prisoner should be killed. The Indians were in 
perplexity, for they had cut the coat to pieces and 
divided it. In this dilemma, they resolved, being 
strong in numbers, to rescue their comrade by 
force. Accordingly, they came down to the edge 
of the forest, or posted themselves behind fallen 
ti'ees on the banks, while La Salle's men in their 
stronghold braced their nerves for the fight. Here 
three Flemish friars, with their rosaries, and eleven 
Frenchmen, with their guns, confronted a hundred 
and twenty screeching Outagamies. Hennepin, 
who had seen service, and who had always an 
exhortation at his tongue's end, busied himself to 
inspire the rest with a courage equal to his own. 
Neither party, however, had an appetite for the 
fray. A parley ensued: full compensation was 
made for the stolen goods, and the aggrieved 
Frenchmen were farther propitiated with a gift of 
beaver-skins. 

Their late enemies, now become friends, spent 
the next day in dances, feasts, and speeches. They 
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entreated La Salle not to advance further, since the 
Illinois, through whose counti-y he must pass, would 
be sure to kill him ; for, added these friendly coun- 
sellors, they hated the French hecause they had 
been instigating the Iroquois to invade then- country. 
Here wag a new subject of anxiety. La Salle 
thought that he saw in it another device of his busy 
and unscrupulous enemies, intriguing among the 
Illinois for his destruction. 

He pushed on, however, circling around the 
southern shore of Lake Michigan, till he reached 
the mouth of the St. Joseph, called by hiin the 
Miamis. Here Tonty was to have rejoined him, 
with twenty men, making his way from Michilli- 
mackinac, along the eastern shore of the lake ; 
but the rendezvous was a solitude ; Tonty was no- 
where to be seen. It was the first of November. 
"Winter was at hand, and the streams would soon 
be frozen. The men clamored to go forward, urg- 
ing that they should starve if they conld not reach 
the villages of the Illinois before the tribe scattered 
for the winter hunt. La Salle was inexorable. If 
they should all desert, he said, he, with his Mohe- 
gan hunter and the three friars, would 'still remain 
and wait for Tonty. The men grumbled, but 
obeyed; and, to divert their thoughts, he set them 
at building a fort of timber, on a rising ground at 
the mouth of the river. 

They had spent twenty days at this task, and 
their work was well advanced, when at length 
Tonty appeared. He brought with him only half 
of his men. Provisions had failed ; and the rest of 
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his party had been left thirty leagues behindj to 
sustain themselves by hunting. La Salle told him 
to return and hasten them forwai'd. He set out 
with two men. A violent north wind arose. He 
tried to run his canoe ashore tlirough the break- 
ers. The two men could not manage their ves- 
sel, and be with his one hand could not help them. 
She swamped, rolling over in the smf. Guns, 
baggage, and provisions were lost ; and the three 
voyagers returaed to the Miamis, subsisting on 
acorns by the way. Happily, the men left behind, 
excepting two deserters, succeeded, a few days 
after, in rejoining the party.' 

Thus was one heavy load lifted from the heart 
of La Salle. But where was the " Giiffln" 1 Time 
enough, and more than enough, had passed for her 
voyage to Niagara and back again. He scanned 
the dreary horizon with an anxious eye. 'No re- 
turning sail gladdened the watery solitude, and a 
dark foreboding gathered on his heart. Yet far- 
ther delay was impossible. He sent back two men 
to Michillimackinac to meet her, if she still existed, 
and pUot her to his new fort of the Miamis, and 
then prepared to ascend the river, whose weedy 
edges were already glassed with thin flakes of 



I Hennepin (16S3), 112 ; Tonty, Memoirs, MS. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

1679-1680. 

LA SALLE ON THE ILLINOIS. 

The St. Joseph Advbstube of La Salle, — The Fhaibies. — Fam- 

i.NB. — The Gbeat Tow.-i of the Illihois. — Indians. — IsTm(;uEg.— 
Difficulties. — PoLicv of La Salle, — Desehtios. — A:<OTHi!ii At- 

On the third of December, the party re-em- 
barked, thirty-three in all, in eight canoes,' and as- 
cended the chill current of the St. Joseph, bordered 
with dreary meadows and bare gi'ay forests. When 
they approached the site of the present village of 
South Bend, they looked anxiously along the shore 
on their right to find the portage or path leading to 
the headquarters of the Illinois, The Mohegan 
was absent, hunting ; and, unaided by his practised 
eye, they passed the path without seeing it. La 
Salle landed to search the woods. Hours passed, 
and he did not return. Hennepin and Tonty grew 
uneasy, disembarked, bivouacked, ordered guns to 
be fired, and sent out men to scour the country. 
Night came, but not their lost leader. Muffled in 
their blankets and powdered by the thick-falling 
snowflakes, they sat ruefully speculating as to what 
had befallen him; nor was it till four o'clock of 

1 LeOre de DaOtemeau H , 10 Nov. 1680, MS. 
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the next afternoon tliat they saw him approaching 
along the margin of the river. His face and hands 
were besmirched with charcoal ; and he was farther 
decorated with two opossnms which hung from his 
belt and which he had killed with a stick as they 
were swinging head downwards from the bough of 
a tree, after the fashion of that singular beast. He 
had missed his way in the forest, and had been 
forced to make a wide ch'cuit around the edge of a 
swamp ; while the snow, of which the air was full, 
added to his perplexities. Thus he pushed on 
through the rest of the day and the greater 
pai't of the night, till, about two o'clock in the 
morning, he reached the river again and fired his 
gun as a signal to his party. Hearing no an- 
swering shot, he piu'sued his way along the bank, 
when he presently saw the gleam of a &e among 
the dense thickets close at hand. Not doubting 
that he had found the bivouac of -his party, he 
hastened to the spot. To his surprise, no human 
being was to be seen. Under a tree beside the fire 
was a heap of dry grass impressed with the form of 
a man who must' have fled but a moment before, 
for his couch was still warm. It was no doubt an 
Indian, ambushed on the bank, watching to kill 
some passing enemy. La Salle called out in se- 
veral Indian languages ; but there was dead silence 
all around. He then, with admh'able coolness, 
took possession of the quarters he had found, shout- 
ing to their invisible proprietor that he was about 
to sleep in his bed ; piled a barricade of bushes 
around the spot, rekindled the dying fire, warmed 
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his benumbed hands, stretched himself on the dried 
grass, and slept undisturbed till morning. 

The Mohegan had rejoined the party before La 
Salle's retnm, and with his aid the portage was soon 
found. Here the party encamped. La Salle, who 
was excessively fatigued, occupied, together with 
Hennepin, a wigwam covered in the Indian man- 
ner with mats of reeds. The cold forced them to 
kindle a fire, which before daybreak set the mats 
in a blaze ; and the two sleepers narrowly escaped 
being burned .along with their hut. 

In the morning, the pai-ty shouldered their canoes 
and baggage, and began their march for the sources 
of the Kiver Illinois, some five miles distant. 
Around them sti-etched a desolate plam, half-cov- 
ered with snow, and strewn with the skulls and 
bones of buiFalo ; while, on its' farthest verge, they 
could see the lodges of the Miami Indians, who had 
made this place their abode. They soon reached a 
spot where the oozy saturated soil quaked beneath 
their tread. All around were clumps of alder- 
bushes, tufts of rank grass, and pools of glistening 
water. In the midst, a dark and lazy current, 
which a tall man might bestride, crept twisting like 
a snake among the weeds and rushes. Here were, 
the sources of the Kankakee, one of the heads of 
the lihnois.^ They set their canoes on this thread 

1 The Kanlcaiee waa called at this time the Theakiki, or Haukiki 
(Mareat) ; a name, which, as Charleroix says, was afterwards torrupted 
by tlie French to Kiakiki, whence, protsbly, its present form. In La 
Salie's time, tlie name Theakiki was given to (Jie Eivec Illinoia, throngh 
al! its course. It waa alao called the Riviere Seignelay, tlie liiviere dee 
Maeopins, and the Rivifere Divine, or Rivifcre de la Divine. The latter 
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of water, embarked their baggage and themselves, 
and pushed down the sluggish streamlet, looking, 
at a little distance, like men who sailed on land. 
Fed by an unceasing tiibute of the spongy soil, it 
quickly widened to a river ; and they floated on their 
way through a voiceless, lifeless solitude of dreary 
oalc barrens, or boundless marshes overgrown with 
reeds. At night, they built their fire on ground 
made firm by frost, and bivouacked among the 
rushes. A few days brought them to a more fa- 
vored region. On the right hand and on the left 
stretched the boundless prairie, dotted with leafless 
groves andborderedby gray wintry forests ; scorched 
by the fires kindled in the dried grass by Indian 
hunters, and sti'ewn with the carcasses and the 
bleached skuUs of innumerable buffalo. The plains 
were scored with their pathways, and the muddy 
edges of the river were full of their hoof-prints. 
Yet not one was to be seen. At night, the horizon 
glowed with distant fii'es ; and by day the savage 
hunters could be descried at times roaming on the 
verge of the prairie. The men, discontented and half- 
name, when Charlevoix visited tlie country in 1721, was confined to the 
northern branch. He gives an interesting and somewhat graphic account 
of the portage and tlie sources of tlie Kankakee, In his letter dated De la 
Smirce da Theakiki, ce dixsept Septembre, 1721. 

Wliy the Illinois should ever have been called the Divine, it ia not 
easy to see. The Memoirs of St. Simon suggeet an explanation. Mad- 
ame de Frontenac and her friend, Mademoiselle d'Outreldse. he tells us, 
lived together in apartments at the Arsenal, where tliey lield tlieir sahn 
and exercised a great power in sodety. They were called at court let 
Diviaes. — St. Simon, v. 885 (Cherael). In compliment to Frontenac, 
the river may have been named after his wife or her friend. The sug- 
gestion is due to M, Margry. I have seen a. map by Eaudin, Frontenac's 
engineer, on which the river is called " Riviere de la Divine on I'Outre- 
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stai'ved, would have deserted to them, had they 
dared. La Salle's Mohegan could kill no game ex- 
cept two lean deer, with a few wild geese and 
swans. At length, in their straits, they made a 
happy discovery. It was a buffalo bull, fast mired 
in a slough. They killed him, lashed a cable 
about him, and then twelve men dragged out the 
shaggy monster whose ponderous carcass demanded 
their utmost efforts.' 

The scene changed again as they descended. On 
either band ran ranges of woody bills, following 
the course of the river ; and when they mounted to 
theh tops, they saw beyond them a rolling sea of 
dull green praiiie, a boundless pasture of the buf- 
falo and the deer, in our own day strangely trans- 
formed, — yellow in harvest time with ripened 
wheat, and dotted with the roofs of a hardy and 
valiant yeomaniy.^ 

They passed the site of the future town of Ot- 
tawa, and saw on their light the high plateau of 
Buffalo Eock, long a favorite dwelling-place of In- 

1 I remember to have seen an incident precisely similar, many years 
ago, on the Upper Arkaiiana. In this case, however, it was impossilile 
t d g 1 bull from the mire. Though hopelessly entangled, he miicle 
f pi ges at hii ass^lanCs betbre being shot. 

H p 's account of the buffiilo, which he afterwards had every op- 
port ty f seeing, is interesting and true. 

TI I ange is very recent. Within the memory of men still yonng, 
w 1 es ai d deer, besidea wild awans, wild turkeys, cranes, and pelicans, 
1 a a this region. In 1840, a friend of mine shot a deer from the 
w rt w t a ferm-house near the present town of La Salle. Running 
w 1 horseback was his fevorite amusement in this part of Ilia 

y The buffiilo long ago disappeared, but the early settlers found 
f eq t mains of them. Mr. James Clark, of Utioa, HI., told me that 
he once found a large CLunntity of iJieir bones and skulls in one place, as 
if a herd had perished in the snow-Jrifts. 



I .y Google 



156 LA SALLE ON THE ILLINOIS. [1G73. 

dians. A league below, the river glided among 
islands bordered with stately woods. Close on 
their left towered a lofty cliff/ crested with ti-ees 
that overhung the rippling current ; while before 
them spread the valley of the, Illinois, in broad low 
meadows, bordered on the right by the graceful 
hills at whose foot now lies the village of Utica. A 
population far more numerous then tenanted the 
valley. Along the right hank of the river were 
clustered the lodges of a great Indian town. Hen- 
nepin counted four hundred and sixty of them.^ 

1 " starved Rock." Il will hold, beveaftet, a tonsplcuous place in the 

'' La Loiiisia™, 137. AUouei [Iklation, 1673-9) found three hundred 
and fifty-one lodges. This was in 1677. The population of tliis town, 
ivlilch erabrflced Ave or six distinct tribes of the Illinois, was eontinually 
changing. In 1675, Marquette addressed here an auditory compoBed of 
Sve hundred uhiet^ and old men, and fi^een hnndred yonng men, besides 
tromen and ehildren. He estimates the number of fires at five or six hun- 
dred. — Voi/iir/ei da Pere Marqiielle, 08 (Lenox). Membr¥, who was liere in 
1680, says diatitthen contained seven or eight thousand souls. — Membr^, 
in Lb Clercq, Premier ElablisstmenC de la Foy, ii. 173. On the remarkable 
manuscript map of Franquelin, 168i, it is set down at twelve hundred 
wamors, or about six thousand souls. This was after tlie destructive 
inroad of the Iroquois. Some years later, Easle reported upwards of 
twenty-fbm: limidred families. — Lettre a son Frim in LeUres EdiJiaMes. 

At times, nearly the whole Illinois popnlation was gathered here. At 
other times, the several ti-ibes that composed it separated, some dwelling 
apart from the rest ; so that at one period the Illinois formed eleven Til- 
lages, whQe at others they were gathered into two, of which this was much 
the largest. The meadows around it were extensively cultivated, yield- 
ing large crops, chiefly of Indian corn. The lodges were built along the 
river bank, for a distance of a mile and sometimes fer more. In their 
sliape, tliough not in tlieic material, they resembled those of the Hurons. 
There were no palisades or embankments. 

This neighborliood abounds in Indian relics. The village graveyard 
appears to have been on a rising ground, near the river, immediately in 
front of the town of Utiea. This is the only part of the river bottom, 
from this point to the Mississippi, not liable to inundation in the spring 
floods. It now forms part of a &rm occupied by a tenant of Mr. James 
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In shape, they were somewhat like the ai'ched top of 
a baggage wagon. They were built of a framework 
of poles, covered with mats of rushes, closely inter- 
woven ; and each contained three or four fires, of 
which the greater part served for two families. 

Here, then, was the town ; but where were the 
inhabitants ^ All was silent as the desert. The 
lodges were empty, the fires dead, and the ashes 
cold. La Salle had expected this ; for he knew 
that in the autumn the Illinois always left their 
towns for their winter hunting, and that the time 
of their return had not yet come. Yet he was not 
the less embarrassed, for he would fain have bought 
a supply of food to relieve his famished followers. 
Some of them, searching the deserted town, pres- 
ently found the caches, or covered pits, in which 
the Indians hid their stock of corn. This was 
precious beyond measure in theii- eyes, and to 
touch it would be a deep offence. La SaUe shrank 
from provoking their anger, which might prove the 
ruin of his plans ; but his necessity "overcame his 
prudence, and he took twenty minots of corn, 
hoping to appease the owners by presents. Thus 
provided, the party embarked again, and resumed 
their downward voyage. 

On New- Year's day, 1680, they landed and heard 
mass. Then Hennepin wished a happy new year 
to La Salle first, and afterwards to all the men. 



Clark. Both Mr. Clark and his tenant informed me that every year 
great quantities of human bones and teetli were tamed up here by tlie 
plough. Many implements of stone are also found, together with beads 
and other ornaments of Indian and European fabric. 
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making them a speech, which, as he tells us, was 
" most touching." ^ He and his two brethren next 
embraced the whole company in turn, "in a man- 
ner," writes the father, " most tender and affection- 
ate," exhorting them, at the same time, to patience, 
faith, and constancy. Two days after these so- 
lemnities, they reached the long expansion of the 
river, then called Pimitoai, and now known as 
Peoria Lake, and leisurely made their way down- 
ward to the site of the city of Peoria,^ Here, as 
evening drew near, they saw a faint spire of smoke 
curling above the gray, winti7 forest, betokening 
that Indians were at hand. La Salle, as we have 
seen, had been warned that these tribes had been 
taught to regard him as their enemy ; and when, in 

the morning, he resumed his course, he was pro- 

pared alike for peace or war. 

The shores now approached each other ; and the 

Illinois was once more a i-iver, bordered on either 

hand with overhanging woods.^ 

At nine o'clock, doubling a point, he saw about 

eighty Illinois ivigivams, on both sides of the river. 

He instantly ordered the eight canoes to be ranged 

in line, abreast, across the stream; Tonty on the 

right, and he himself on the left. The men laid 

1 "I^s psroles les p!ua touehaiites," Hennepin (1883), 139. Tlie 
ialer editione add the modest qua!ification, " que je pue." 

5 Peorin vias the name of one of the tribes of llie Illinois. Hennepin 
says that they uvossetl llie lake four days after leaving the Tillage, which 
last, aa appears liy a comparison of liis narrative with that of Tonty, must 
have hecn on the thirtieth of December. 

^ At least it is so now at this place. Perhaps in La Salle's time it was 
not wholly so, for there is evidence in various parte of the West that the 
forest has made consideraljle encroachments on the open country. 
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down their paddles and seized their weapons; 
while, in this warlike giiise, the current hore them 
swiftly into the midst of the surprised and astound- 
ed savages. The camps were in a panic. War- 
riors whooped and howled ; squaws aii,d children 
screeched in chorus. Some snatched their bows 
and war-clubs ; some ran in terror ; and, in the 
midst of the hubbub, La Salle leaped ashore, fol- 
lowed by his men. None knew better how to deal 
with Indians; and he made no sign of friendship, 
knowing that it might be construed as a token of 
fear. His little knot of Frenchmen stood, gun in 
hand, passive, yet prepared for battle. The In- 
dians, on their part, rallying a little from their 
fright, made all haste to proffer peace. Two of 
their chiefs came forward, holding forth the calu- 
met; while another began a loud harangue, to check 
the young waii-iors who were aiming their arrows 
from the farther bank. La Salle, responding to 
these friendly overtures, displayed another calumet ; 
while Hennepin caught several scared children and 
soothed them with winning blandishments.' The 
uproar was quelled, and the strangers were pres- 
ently seated in the midst of the camp, beset by a 
throng of wild and swarthy figures. 

Food was placed before them; and, as the lUmois 
code of courtesy enjoined, then' entertainers con- 
veyed the morsels with their own hands to the lips 
of these unenviable victims of their hospitality, 
while others rubbed their feet with bear's grease. 
Tja Salle, onhis part, made them a gift of tobacco 

1 Hennopiu (1683), 142. 
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and hatchets; and, when he had escaped from 
their caresses, rose and harangued them. He told 
them that he had heen forced to take corn from 
their granaries, lest his men should die of hunger; 
hut he prayed them not to be offended, promising 
full restitution or ample payment. He had come, 
he said, to protect them against their enemies, and 
teach them to pray to the true God. As for the 
Iroquois, they were subjects of the Great ICing, 
and, therefore, brethren of the French ; yet, never- 
theless, should they begin a war and invade their 
country, he would stand by the Illinois, give them 
guns, and fight in their defence, if they would 
permit him to build a fort among them for the 
security of his men. It was, also, he added, his 
purpose to build a gi-ea.t wooden canoe, in which 
to descend the Mississippi to the sea, and then 
retura, bringing them the goods of which they 
stood in need ; but if they would not consent to his 
plans, and sell provisions to his men, he would pass 
on to the Osages, who would then reap all the ben- 
efits of intercourse with the French, while they 
were left destitute, at the mercy of the Iroquois.^ 

This threat had its effect, for it touched their 
deep-rooted jealousy of the Osages. They were 
lavish of promises, and feasts and dances consumei^ 
the day. Yet La Salle soon learned that the in- 
trigues of his enemies were still pui'suing him; 
That evening, unknown to him, a stranger appeared 
in the Illinois camp. He was a Mascoutin chief. 
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named Monso, attended by five or six Miamis, and 
"bringing a gift of knives, hatchets, and kettles to 
tlie Illinois. The cliiefs assembled in a secret noc- 
turnal session, where, smoking their pipes, they 
listened with open ears to the harangue of the 
envoys. Monso told them that he had come in 
behalf of certain Frenchmen, whom he named, to 
warn his hearers against the designs of La Salle, 
whom he denounced as a partisan and spy of the 
Iroquois, affirming that he was now on his way to 
stir up the tribes beyond the Mississippi to join in 
a war against the Illinois, who, thus assailed from 
the east and from the west, would be utterly de- 
stroyed. There was no hope for them, he added, 
but in checking the farther progress of La SaUe, 
or, at least, retarding it, thus causing his men to 
desert him. Having thrown his firebrand, Monso 
and his party left the camp in haste, dreading 
to be confronted with the object of their asper- 
sions.' 

In the morning. La Salle saw a change in the 
behavior of his hosts. They looked on him askance, 
cold, sullen, and suspicious. There was one Oma 

1 Hennepin (1683), 151, (1704), 205. LeClercq,ii. 157. M^mokedu 
Voyage de M. de h SaUe, MS. This is a paper appended to Froiitenac'a 
Letter to the Minister, 9 Nov. 16B0. Heimepiti prints a translation of it 
in the English edition of his later work. It almrges the Jesuit Allouez 
with being at the bottom of the inlrigne. La Salle had a special disttuat 
of tliis misBionary, who, on his part, always shunned a meeting vfith him. 

In another memoir, addressed to Frontenac in 1380, La Salle states 
Mly his conviction that AUouez, who was then, he says, among the 
Miamis, had induced them to send Monso on his sinister errand. See the 
memoir in Thomassy,' G€otogie Pratique de la Louisiana, 203. 

The account of the affair of Monso in the spntioua work bearing 
Tonty'a name is niece romante, 

14* 
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wha, a chief, whose favor he had won the day be- 
fore by the politic gift of two hatchets and three 
knives, and who now came to him in secret to tell 
him what had taken place at the nocturnal council. 
La Salle at once saw in it a device of his enemies; 
and this belief was confirmed, when, in the after- 
noon, Nicanop^, brother of the head chief, sent to 
invite the Frenchmen to a feast. They repaired to 
his lodge; but before dinner was served, ^- that is 
to say, while the guests, white and red, were seated 
on mats, each with his hunting-knife in his hand, 
and the wooden bowl before him, which was to 
receive his share of the bear's or buffalo's meat, or 
the com boiled in fat, with which he was to be 
regaled ; while such was the posture of the com 
pany, their host arose and began a long speech. 
He told the Frenchmen that he had invited them 
to his lodge less to refresh their bodies with good 
cheer than to cui'e their minds of the dangerous 
pui'pose which possessed them, of descending the 
Mississippi. Its shores, he said, were beset by 
savage tribes, against whose numbers and ferocity 
flieir valor would avail nothing: its waters were 
infested by serpents, alligators, and unnatural mon- 
sters ; while the river itself, after raging among 
rocks and whirlpools, plunged headlong at last into 
a fathomless gulf, which would swallow them and 
their vessel for ever. 

La Salle's men were, for the most part, raw 
hands, knowing nothing of the wilderness, and 
easily alarmed at its dangers ; but there were two 
among them, old coureurs de hois, who, unfortu- 
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nately, knew too much ; for they understood the 
Indian orator, and explained his speech to the rest. 
As La Salle looked around on the circle of his fol- 
lowers, he read an augui-y of fresh trouble in their 
disturbed and rueful visages. He waited patiently, 
however, till the speaker had ended, and then 
answered him, through his interpreter, with great 
composure. First, he thanked him for the friendly 
warning which his affection had impelled him to 
utter; but, he continued, the greater the danger, 
the greater the honor ; and even if the danger were 
real, Frenchmen would never flinch from it. But 
were not the Illinois jealous ? Had they not been 
deluded by lies ? " We were not asleep, my broth- 
er, when Monso came to tell you, under cover of 
night, that we were spies of the Iroquois. The 
presents he gave you, that you might believe his 
falsehoods, are at this moment buried in the earth 
under this lodge. If he told the truth, why did he 
skulk away in the dark ? Why did he not show 
himself by day'? Do yon not see that when we 
first came among you, and your camp was all in 
confusion, we cotdd have killed you without need- 
ing help from the Iroquois? And now, while I 
am speaking, could we not put your old men to 
death, while your young warriors are all gone away 
to hunf? If we meant to make war on you, we 
should need no help from the Iroquois, who have 
ao often felt the force of our ai-ms. Look at what 
we have brought you. It is not weapons to destroy 
you, but merchandise and tools, for your good. If 
you still harbor evil thoughts of us, be frank as we 
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are, and speak them boldly. Go after this impos- 
tor, Monso, and bring him back, that we may 
answer him, face to face ; for he never saw either 
us or the Iroquois, and what can he know of the 
plots that he pretends to reveal ? " ^ Nicanope had 
nothing to reply, and, grunting assent in the depths 
of his throat; made a sign that the feast should 
proceed. 

The French were lodged in huts, near the Indian 
camp ; and, fearing treachery, La Salle placed a 
guard at night. On the morning after the feast, 
he came out into the frosty air, and looked about 
him for the sentinels. JTot one of them was to be 
seen. Vexed and alarmed, he entered hut after 
hut, and roused his drowsy followers. Six of the 
number, including two of the best carpenters, were 
nowhere to be found. Discontented and mutinous 
from the iirst, and now terrified by the fictions of 
Nicanope, they had deserted, preferring the hard- 
ships of the midwinter forest to the mysterious ter- 
rors of the Mississippi. La Salle mustered the rest 
before him, and inveighed sternly against the cow- 
ai'dice and baseness of those who had thus aban- 
doned him, regardless of his many favors. If any 
here, he added, ai'e afraid, let them but wait till the 
spring, and they shall have free leave to return to 
Canada, safely and without dishonor.^ 

This desertion cut him to the heart. It showed 



' The almve ia a, paraphrase, with some condensation, from Hennepin, 
whose account is sustaineil h^ the other irdtera. 

3 Hennepin (1688), lG2.—2)idaratioafaitepaT Moyie Hillaret, charpen- 
tier de barqae, eg devaat aa semice du S'- de ia SoUe, MS. 
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him that he was leaning on a broken reed ; and he 
felt that, on an enterprise full of doubt and peril, 
there were scarcely four men in his party whom he 
could trust. Kor was desertion the worst he had 
to fear ; for here, as at Fort Frontenac, an attempt 
was made to kill him. Tonty tells us that poison 
was placed in the pot in which their food was 
cooked, and that La Salle was saved by an antidote 
which some of his friends had given hini before he 
left France. This, it will be remembered, was an 
epoch of poisoners. It was in the following month 
that the notorious La Voisin was burned alive, at 
Paris, for practices to which many of the highest 
nobility were charged with being privy, not except- 
ing some in whose veins ran the blood of the 
gorgeous spendthrift who ruled the destinies of 
France.' 

In these early French enterprises in the West, it 
was to the last degree difiicult to hold men to their 
duty. Once fairly in the wilderness, completely 
freed from the sharp restraints of authority in which 
they had passed their lives, a spirit of lawlessness 
broke out among them with a violence proportioned 
to the pressure which had hitherto controlled it. 
Discipline had no resources and no guarantee ; 
while those outlaws of the forest, the coureurs de 
hois, were always before their eyes, a standing 
example of unbridled license. La Salle, eminently 

' The equally famous Brinvilliera was turned four years before. An 
account of both will be found in the Letters of Maaanie da Sevigiii?, Tlie 
memoirs of tlie time abound in evidence of the frightful prevalence of 
these praolices, and the commotion wliich they excited in all ranks of 
society. 
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skilful in his dealings with Indians, was rarely so 
happy with his own countrymen ; and yet the de- 
sertions from which he was continually suifering 
were due far more to the inevitable difficulty of his 
position than to any want of conduct. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

1630. 
FORT CKfeVECtEUE. 



La Salle now resolved to leave the Indian camp, 
and fortify himself for the winter in a strong posi- 
tion, where his men would be less exposed to dan- 
gerous influence, and where he could hold his 
ground against an outbreak of the Illinois or an 
Iroquois invasion. At the middle of January, a 
thaw broke up the ice which had closed the 
river ; and he set out in a canoe, with Hennepin, to 
visit the sit6 he had chosen for his projected fort. 
It was half a league below the camp, on a little 
hiU, or knoll, two hundred yards from the southern 
bank. On either side was a deep ravine, and, in 
front, a low ground, overflowed at high water. 
Thither, then, the party was removed. They dug 
a ditch behind the hill, connecting the two ravines, 
and thi:^ completely isolating it. The hill was near- 
ly square in form". An embankment of earth wa^ 
thrown up on evei7 side ; its declivities were sloped 
steeply down to the bottom of the ravines and the 
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ditch, and further guarded by checauxrde-frise ; 
while a paHsade, twenty-five feet high, was planted 
around the whole. The men were lodged in hats, 
at the angles : m the middle there was a cabin of 
planks for La Salle and Tontj', and another for the 
three fiiars ; while the blacksmith had his shed and 
forge in the rear. 

Hennepin laments the failure of wne, which 
prevented him from saying mass ; but every morn- 
ing and evenmg he summoned the men to his cabin, 
to listen to prayers and preaching, and on Sundays 
and fete days they chanted vespers. Father Ze- 
nobe usually spent the day in the Indian camp, 
striving, with very indifferent success, to win them 
to the faith, and to overcome the disgust with which 
their manners and habits inspired him. 

Such was the first civilized occupation of the 
region which now forms the State of Illinois. The 
spot may still be seen, a little below Peoria. La 
Salle christened his new fort Fort Cr^veco3ur. The 
name tells of disaster and suifering, but does no 
justice to the iron-hearted constancy of the sufferer. 
Up to this time he had clung to the hope that his 
vessel (the '■' Griffin") might still be safe. Her safety 
was vital to his enterprise. She had on board arti- 
cles of the last necessity to him, including the rig- 
ging and anchors of another vessel, which he was to 
build at Fort Crevecceur, in order to descend the Mis- 
sissippi, and sail thence to the West Indies. But 
now his last hope had well-nigh vanished. Past all 
reasonable doubt, the " Griffin" was lost ; and in her 
loss he and all his plans seemed ruined alike. 
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Nothing, indeed, was ever heard of her. Indians, 
fur-traders, and even Jesuits, have been charged 
with contriving her destruction. Some say that the 
Ottawas hoarded and burned her, after murdering 
those on board ; others accuse the Pottawattamies ; 
others affirm that her own crew scuttled and sunk 
her ; others, again, that she foundered in a storm.^ 
As for La Salle, the belief grew in him to a settled 
conviction, that she had been treacherously sunk by 
the pilot and the sailors to whom he had intrusted 
her ; and he thought he had found evidence that 
the authors of the crime, laden 'with the merchan- 
dise they had taken from her, had reached the Mis- 
sissippi and ascended it, hoping to jom Du Lhut, a 
famous chief of coureiirs de bois^ and enrich them- 
selves by ti'affic with the northern tribes.*^ 

But whether her lading was swallowed in the 
depths of the lake, or lost in the clutches of traitors, 
the evil was alike past remedy. She was gone, it 
mattered little how. The main-stay of the enter- 
prise was broken ; yet its inflexible chief lost neither 

1 Cliarleyoix, i. 459; Ln Potlierie, ii. liO ; Ln Hontaii, Memoir on the 
Ftir-Trade of Canada, MS. I am indebted for a Copy of this paper to 
Winthrop Sargent, Esq., who pnrehiiEed tlie original at the sale of the 
library of tlie poet Soutliey. Like Hennepin, La Honian went over to 
the English ; and this memoir is written in their interest. 

2 Letlrs de la Solk o La Barre, CUcagm, 4 Jviit, 1G8S, MS. Tliis ia a 
long letter, addressed to the snccessor of Frontenac, in tlie government 
of Canada. La Salle says that a young Indian belonging to bim told Mm 
that, tliree years before, he saw a white man, answering the desci'iption oi 

■ the pilot, a prisoner among a tribe beyond the Mississippi. He iifld been 
captured with four others ou that river, while making his way nitli canoes 
laden with goods, towards the Sioux. His companions had been kilied. 
Other circumstances, which La Salle details at great lengtli, convinced 
him tliat the white prisoner was no other than the pilot of the " GrifSa." 
The evidence, however, is not conclusive. 
15 
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lieai-t nor hope. One palli, beset with hardships 
and terrors, still lay open to him. He might return 
on foot to Fort Frontenac, and bring thence the 
needful succors. 

La Salle felt deeply the dangers of such a step. 
His men were uneasy, discontented, and terrified 
by the stories, with which the jealous Illinois still 
constantly filled their eai'S, of the whirlpools and 
the monsters of the Mississippi. He dreaded, lest, 
in his absence, they should follow the example of 
their comrades, and desert. In the midst of his 
anxieties, a lucky accident gave him the means of 
disabusing them. He was hunting, one day, near 
the fort, when he met a young Illinois, on his way 
home, half-starved, from a distant war excursion. 
He had been absent so long that he knew nothing 
of what had passed between his countiymen and 
the French. La Salle gave him a turkey he had 
shot, invited him to the fort, fed him, and made him 
presents. Having thus warmed his heai't, he ques- 
tioned him, with apparent carelessness, as to the 
countries he had visited, and especially as to the 
Mississippi, on which the young warrior, seeing no 
reason to disguise the ti'uth, gave him all the infor- 
mation he rcquh^ed. La Salle now made him the 
present of a hatchet, to engage him to say nothing 
of what had passed, and, leaving him in excellent 
humor, repaired, with some of his followers, to the 
Illinois camp. Here he found the chiefs seated at 
a feast of bear's meat, and he took his place among 
them on a mat of rushes. After a pause, he 
charged them with having deceived him in regard 
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to the Mississippi, adding tliat he knew the river 
perfectly, liaving been instructed concerning it by the 
Master of Life. Pie then described it to them with 
so much accuracy that his astoiiished hearers, coa- 
ceiving that he owed his knowledge to " medicine," 
or sorcery, clapped their hands to thch' mouths, in 
sign of wonder, and confessed that all they had said 
was but an artifice, inspired by their earnest desire 
that he should remEiin among them.^ 

Here was one source of danger stopped; one 
motive to desert removed. La Salle again might 
feel a reasonable security that idleness would not 
breed mischief among his men. The chief purpose 
of his intended journey was to procure the equip- 
ment of a vessel, to be built at Fort Crevecosur ; 
and he resolved that before he set out he would 
see her on the stocks. Tlie pit-sawyers and some 
of the carpenters had deserted; but energy sup- 
plied the place of skill, and he and Tonty urged 
on the work with such vigor that within six weeks 
the hull was nearly finished. She was of forty tons 
burden,^ and built with high bulwarks to protect 
those within from the arrows of hostile Indians. 

La Salle now bethought him that in his absence 
he might get from Hennepin service of more value 
than his sermons ; and he requested him to descend 
the Illinois, and explore it to its mouth. The friar, 

I BehlUm dea D&oavertes el des Voyages rfii S'' de la Salle, Sdgneiir el 
Goavemear du Fori de Fyordeaac, au delii des grands Laos de la Noaxidh 
France, fails par ordre de Monselgneur Colbert ; 1679,80 et 8!, MS. Hen- 
nepin giyea a story vrblch is not essentially different, except tliat lie 
makee himself a conspicuous actor in it. 

'i Lellre de Duohesneau, h , 10 Nov. 1680, MS. 
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though hardy and daring, would fain have excused 
himself, alleging a troublesome bodily infirmity ; 
but his venerable colleague, Ribourde, — himself 
tooold for the journey, — urged him to go, telling 
him that if he died by the way, his apostolic labors 
would redound to the glory of God. Membre had 
been Uviag for some time in the Indian camp, and 
was thoroughly out of humor with the objects of 
his missionai-y efforts, of whose obduracy and filth 
he bitterly complained. Hennepin proposed to take 
his place, while he should assume the Mississippi 
adventure ; but this Membr^ declined, preferring to 
remain where he was. Hennepin now reluctantly 
accepted the proposed task. " Anybody but me," 
he says, with his usual modesty, " would have been 
very much frightened at the dangers of such a 
journey; and, in fact, if I had not placed all my 
trust in God, I should not have been the dupe 
of the Sieur de la Salle, who exposed my life 
rashly." ' 

On the last day of February, Hennepin's canoe 
lay at the water's edge ; and the party gathered on 
the bank to bid him farewell. He had two com- 
panions, Michel Accau, and a man known as the 
Picard Du Gay,^ though his real name was Antoine 
Auguel. The canoe was well laden with gifts for 
the Indians, — tobacco, knives, beads, awls, and 

1 "Tout autre qva moi en auroit etS fort ftranM. Et en effet, je 
n'eusse pas dte la duppe (lu Sieur de la Salle, qui m'esposait te'iaSraire- 
ment, si je n'eusse mis toute ma coiiSance en Dieu " (1704), 2il, 

"^ An eminent writer has mistaken " Pieard " for a pei-sonal name. 
Du Gay was callei! " Le Picaril," because he came from the provinee of 
PioBTdy. Accau, and not Hennepin, was the real chief of tlie party. 
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other goods, to a very considerable value, supplied 
at La Salle's cost ; " and, in fact," observes Henne- 
pin, " he is liberal enough towards his friends." ' 

The friar bade farewell to I^a Salle, and embraced 
all the rest in turn. Father Kibourde gave him his 
benediction, " Be of good courage and let your 
heart be comforted," said the excellent old mission- 
ary, as be spread his hands in benediction over the 
shaven crown of the reverend ti-aveller. Du Gay 
and Accau plied their paddles ; the canoe receded, 
and vanished at length behind the forest. We 
will follow Hennepin hereafter on his adventures, 
imaginary and real. Meanwhile, wo will trace the 
footsteps of his chief, urging his way, in the storms 
of winter, through those vast and gloomy wilds, — 
those realms of famine, treachery, and death, that 
lay betwixt him and his far-distant goal of Fort 
Frontenac. 

On the second of March,^ before the frost was 
yet out of the ground, when the forest wag still 
leafless and gray, and the oozy prairie still patched 
with snow, a band of discontented men were again 
gathered on the shore for another leave-taking. 
Hard by, the unfinished ship lay on the stocks, 
white and fresh from, the saw and ase, ceaselessly 
reminding them of the hardship and peril that was 
in store. Here you would have seen the .calm 
impeneti-able face of La Salle, and with him the 
Mohegan hunter, who seems to have felt towards 

' (168S), 188. This cammerdalJon ia aupptessefl ia the later edi- 
2 Toiity erroneously places their departwe on tlie twenty-second. 
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him that admiring attachment which he could al- 
ways inspire in his Indian retainers. Besides the 
Mohegan, four Frenchmen were to accompany 
him: Hmiaud, La Violette, Collin, and Dautray.^ 
His parting with Tonty was an anxious one, for 
each well knew the risks that environed both. 
Embai'king with his followers in two canoes, he 
made his way upward amid the drifting ice ; while 
the faithful Italian, with two or three honest men 
and twelve or thirteen knaves, remained to hold 
Fort Crevecceur in his absence. 

t Declaration fake par Moyss SiUarel, cMrpenlier de harque, MS. 
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HAECIHOOD OF LA SAILE. 
The Wintbe Jouenet. — Thb Desekthd Towh — Staeved Rook.— 

I,AKE MlCHlGAH.~'fHS WiLDERNESa. — WaR PAIil'IKS. — LA SALLE'S 

Mkk OIVE orii'. — Ill Tidisgs. — MiiTisr. — Cmasiiskmest of the 

HUTINEEBB. 

The winter had been a severe one. When 
La Salle and his five companions reached Peoria 
Lake, they found it sheeted from shore to shore 
with ice that stopped the progress of then' canoes, 
but was too thin to bear the weight of a man. 
They dragged their light vessels up the bank and 
into the forest, where the city of Peoria now 
stands; made two rude sledges, placed the canoes 
and baggage upon them, and, toiling knee-deep iu 
saturated snow, dragged them four leagues through 
the woods, till they reached a point where the 
motion of the current kept the water partially 
open. They were now on the river above the 
lake. Masses of drift ice, wedged together, but 
full of crevices and holes, soon barred the way 
again ; and, carrying their canoes ashore, they 
dragged them two leagues over a frozen marsh. 
Eain fell in floods ; and, when night came, they 
crouched for shelter in a deserted Indian hut. 
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In the morning, the third of March, they dragged 
their canoes half a league farther ; then launched 
them, and, breaking the ice with clubs and hatchets, 
forced theu' way sloivly up the stream. Again their 
progress was barred, and again they toolt to the 
woods, toiling onward till a tempest of moist, half- 
liquid snow forced them to bivouac for the night. 
A sharp frost followed, and in the morning the 
white waste around them was glazed with a daz- 
zling ciTist Now, for the first time, they could 
use their snow-shoes. Bending to their work, 
dragging then- canoes which glided smoothly over 
the polished surface, they journeyed on horn- after 
hour and league after league, till they reached at 
length the great town of the Illinois, still void of 
its inhabitants .■* 

It was a desolate and lonely scene, — the river 
gliding dark and cold between its banks of rushes ; 
the empty lodges, covered with crusted snow ; the 
vast white meadows ; the distant cliifs, bearded 
with shining icicles ; and the hills wrapped in 
forests, which glittered from afar with the icy 
incrustations that cased each frozen twig. Yet 
there was life in the savage landscape. The men 
saw buffalo wading in the snow, and they killed 
one of them. More than this : they discovered the 
tracks of moccasons. They cut rashes by the edge 
of the river, piled them on the bank, and set thera 

1 Membr^ mys that he vas in tlie town at tlie time, but this could 
hardlj' have beeii tlie case. He was, in all probability, among the Illinois 
in their camp near Port CrfeTecfeur. 
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on fire, tliat the smoke might attract the eyes of 
savages roaming near. 

On the following day, while- the hunters were 
smoking the meat of the buffalo, La Salle went out 
to reconnoitre, and presently met three Indians, one 
of whom proved to be Chassagoac, the principal 
chief of the Illinois.^ La Salle brought them to 
his bivouac, feasted them, gave them a red blanket, 
a kettle, and some knives and hatchets, made friends 
with them, promised to restrain the Iroquois from 
attacking them, told them that he was on his way 
to the settlements to bring arms and ammunition 
to defend them against their enemies, and, as the 
result of these advances, gained from the chief a 
promise that he would send provisions to Tonty's 
party at Fort Crevecceur, 

After several days spent at the deserted town, 
La Salle prepared to resume his journey. Before 
his departure, his attention was attra ,;d to the 
remarkable cliff of yellow sandstone, now called 
StaiTed Eock, a mile or more above the village, — 
a natural fortress, which a score of resolute white 
men might make good against a host of savages ; 
and he soon afterwai"ds sent Tonty an order to 
examine it, and make it his stronghold in case of 
need.^ 

1 The same whom Hennepin calls Chassagonasae. He was brother 
of the chief, Nicanope, who, in hia absence, had feasted the French on 
the day after the nocturnttl pouneil with Moneo. ChaBsagoac was after- 
wards baptized hy Membr6 or Eibourde, but soon relapsed into the euper- 
gtitioDS of his people, and died, as the former tells us, " doubly a cliild of 
perdition." See Le Clercq, ii. 181. 

2 Tonty, M^naire, MS. The order was sent by two Frenchmen whom 
La Salle met on Lake Micliigan. 
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On the fifteenth, the party set out again, carried 
their caaoes along the hank of the river as far as 
the rapids above Ottawa ; then launched them and 
pushed their way upward, hattling with the floating 
ice, which, loosened by a warm rain, drove down 
the swollen current in sheets. On the eighteenth, 
they reached a point some miles below the sito of 
Joliet, and here found the liver once more com- 
pletely closed. Despairing of farther progress by 
water, they hid their canoes on an island, and struck 
aci-oss the country for Lake Michigan. Each, be- 
sides his gun, carried a knife aiid a hatchet at his 
belt, a blanket strapped at his back, aiid a piece of 
dressed hide to make or mend his moccasons. A 
store of powder and lead, and a kettle, completed 
the outfit of the pai'ty.^ 

It was the worst of all seasons for such a journey. 
The nights were cold, but the sun was waim at 
noon, a^^i the half-thawed prairie was one vast 
ti-act of mudj water, and discolored, half-liquid snow. 
On the twenty-second, they crossed marshes and 
inundated meadows, wading to the Imee, till at 
noon they were stopped by a river, perhaps the 
Calumet. They made a raft of hard wood timber, 
for there was no other, and shoved themselves 
across. On the next day, they could see Lake 
Michigan, dimly glimmering beyond the waste of 
woods ; and, after crossing three swollen streams, 
they reached it at evening. On the twenty-fourth, 
they followed its shore, till, at nightfall, they arrived 

1 Hemiepiii (1888), 173. 



I .y Google 



1080.] THE WILDERNESS OF MICHIGAN. 179 

at the fort, which they had built in the autumn at 
the mouth of the St. Joseph. Here La Salle found 
Chapellc and Leblanc, the two men whom he had 
sent fi'om hence to Michillimackinac, in search of 
the " Griffin." ' They reported that they had made 
the chcuit of the lake, and had neither seen her 
nor heard tidings of her. Assured of her fate, he 
ordered them to rejoin Tonty at Fort Crcvecceur ; 
while he pushed onward with his party through 
the unknown wild of Southern Michigan. 

They were detained till noon of the twenty-fifth, 
in making a raft to cross the St. Joseph. Then 
they resumed theh march ; and as they forced their 
way through the brambly thickets, their clothes were 
torn, and then faces so covered with blood, that, 
says the journal, they could hardly know each other. 
Game was very scarce, and they grew faint with 
hunger. In two or three days they reached a 
happier region. They shot deer, bears, and turkeys 
in the forest, and fared sumptuously. But the re- 
ports of their guns fell on hostile ears. This was 
a debatable ground, infested with war-parties of 
several adverse tribes, and none could venture here 
without risk of hfe. On the evening of the twenty- 
eighth, as they lay around their fii'e under the shel- 
ter of a forest by the border of a prairie, the man 
on guard shouted an alarm. They sprang to their 
feet ; and each, gun in hand, took his stand behind 
a ti'eejWhUe yells and bowlings filled the surround- 
ing darkness. A band of Indians were upon them ; 

1 Didaraiian de Motfse HillateL, MS. Belatioa des D^canvtries, MS. 
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but, seeing them prepared, the cowardly assailants 
did not wait to exchange a shot. 

They crossed great meadows, overgrown with 
rank grass, and set it on fire to hide the traces 
of their passage, >^ha Salle bethought him of a 
device to keep their skulking foes at a distance. 
On the trunks of trees from which he had stripped 
the bark, he drew with charcoal the marks of an 
Iroquois war-party, with the usual signs for prison- 
ers, and for scalps, hoping to delude his pursuers 
with the belief that he and his men were a band 
of these dreaded warriors. 

Thus, over snowy prairies and half-frozen marshes ; 
wading sometimes to their waists in mud, water, and 
bulrushes, they urged their way through the spongy, 
saturated wilderness. Daring three successive days 
they were aware that a party of savages was dog- 
ging their tracks. They dai-ed, not make a fii'e at 
night, lest the light should betray them ; but, hanging 
their wet clothes on the trees, they rolled them- 
selves in their blankets, and slept together among 
piles of spruce and pine boughs. But the night 
of the second of April was excessively cold. Their 
clothes were hard frozen, and they were forced to 
kindle a fire to thaw and dry them. Scarcely had 
the light begun to glimmer through the gloom of 
evening, than it was greeted from the distance by 
mingled yells ; and a troop of Mascouthi warriors 
rushed towaj-ds them. They were stopped by a 
deep stream, a hundred paces from the bivouac of 
the Frpnch, and La Salle went forwai-d to meet 
them. No sooner did they see hitn, and learn that 
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b.e wag a Frenchman, tlian they cried that they were 
friends and brothers, who had mistaken him and 
his men for Iroquois ; and, abandoning their hos- 
tile purpose, they peacefully withdrew. Thus his 
device to avert danger had well-nigh proved the 
destruction of the whole party. 

Two days after this adventure, two of the men 
fell ill from fatigue, and exposure, and sustained 
themselves with dilficulty till they reached the banks 
of a river, probably the Hiiron. Here, while the 
sick men rested, theh companions made a canoe. 
There were no birch-ti-ees ; and they were forced 
to use elm bark, which at that early season would 
not slip freely from the wood until they loosened 
it with hot water. Their canoe being made, they 
embarked in it, and for a time floated prosperously 
down the stream, when at length the way was barred 
by a matted barricade of trees fallen across the 
water. The sick men could now walk again ; and, 
pushing eastward through the forest, the party soon 
reached the banks of the Detroit. 

La Salle directed two of the men to make a canoe, 
and go to MichiUimaekinac, the nearest hai'borage. 
With the remaining two, he crossed the Detroit on 
a raft, and, strikmg a direct line across the coun- 
try, reached Lake Erie, not far from Point Pelee. 
Snow, sleet, and rain pelted them with little inter- 
mission ; and when, after a walk of about thirty 
miles, they gained the lake, the Mohegan and one 
of the Frenchmen were attacked with fever and 
spitting of blood. Only one man now remained in 
health. With his aid, La Salle made another canoe, 
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and, embarking the invalids, pushed for Niagara. 
It was Easter Monday, when they landed at a cabin 
of logs above the cataract, probably on the spot 
where the " Grif&n" was built. Here several of La 
Salle's men had been left the year before, and here 
they still remained. They told hini woful news. 
Not only had he lost the " Griffin," and her lading 
of ten thousand crowns in value, but a ship from 
France, freighted with his goods, valued at more 
than twenty-two thousand livrea, had been totally 
wrecked at the mouth of the St. Lawrence ; and 
of twenty hired men on their way from Europe to 
join him, some had been detained by his enemy, 
the Intendant Ducheaneau, while all but four 
of the remainder, being told that he was dead, 
had found means to return home. 

His three followers were all unfit for travel : he 
alone retained his strength and spirit. Taking 
with him three fresh men at Niagara, he resumed 
his jouiTiey, and on the sixth of May desci'ied, 
looming through floods of rain, the familiar shores 
of his seigniory and the bastioned walls of Fort 
Frontenac. During sixty-five days he had toiled 
almost incessantly, travelling, by the course he 
took, about a thousand miles through a country 
beset with every form of peril and obsti'uction ; 
" the most arduous journey," says the chronicler, 
" ever made by Frenchmen in America." Such 
was Cavelier de la Salle. In him, an unconquer- 
able mind held at its service a frame of iron, and 
tasked it to the utmost of its endurance. The 
pioneer of western pioneers was no rude son of 
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toil, but a man of thought, trained amid arts and 
letters.' 

He had reached his goal ; but for him there was 
neither rest nor peace. Man and nature seemed 
in arms against him. His agents had plundered 
him ; his creditors had seized his property ; and 
several of his canoes, richly laden, had been lost in 
the rapids of the St. Lawrence.^ He hastened to 
Montreal, where his sudden advent caused great 
astonishment; and where, despite his crippled re- 
sources and damaged credit, he succeeded, within 
a week, in gaining the supplies which he required, 
and the needful succors for the forlorn band on the 
Illinois. He had returned to Fort Frontenac, and 
was on the point of embarking for their relief, 
when a blow fell upon him more disheai-tening 
than any that had preceded. On the twenty-second 
of July, two voyageurs, Messier and Laurent, came 
to him with a letter from Tonty ; who wrote that 
soon after La Salle's departure, nearly all the men 
had deserted, after destroying Fort CreveccEur, plun- 
dering the magazine, and throwing into the river all 
the arms, goods, and stores which they could not 
carry off. The messengers who brought this letter 
were speedily followed by two of the habifans of 

1 A TUeky Monntain trapper, iDeillg complimented on the hardihood 
of himself and hia companions, once said to the writer, " That's eo ; hut a 
gentleman of the right sort will atand hardship better than anybody else." 
Tho history of Arctie and African Irayel, and tlie military records of all 
lime, are a standing evidence that a trained and developed mind is not 
the enemy, but- the active and powerful ally, of conatitntional hardihood. 
Tlie cnlture that enervates instead of strengthening is always a false or a 



partial oj 

2 Zenobe Membr^ in Le Clercq, ii 
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Fort FroB-tenac, wlio had been trading on the 
lakes, and who, with a fidelity which the unhappy 
La Salle rai'ely knew how to inspire, had travelled 
day and night to bring him their tidings. They 
reported that they had met the deserters, and that 
having been reinforced by recruits gained at Michil- 
limackinac and Niagara, they now numbered twenty 
raen.^ They had destroyed the fort on the St. Joseph, 
seized a quantity of furs belonging to La Salle at 
Michillimackinac, and plundered tiie magazine at 
Niagara. Here they had separated, eight of them 
coasting the south side of Lake Ontario to find 
harborage at Albany, a common refuge at that 
time of this class of scoundi-els ; while the re- 
maining twelve, in three canoes, made for Fort 
Frontenac along the north shore, intending to kill 
La Salle as the surest means of escaping punish- 
ment. 

He lost no time in lamentation. Of the few 
men at his command, he chose nine of the trustiest, 
embarked with them in canoes, and went to meet 
the marauders. After passing the Bay of Quinte, 
he took his station with five of his party at a point 

1 When La Salle was at Niagara, in April, he had ordered Dautray, 
the best of the men who had accompanied liim from the Illinois, to return 
thither as soon as he mas able. Four men from Niagara were to go with 
him, and he was to r^oin Tonty with such supplies as that post could 
fiiralsh. Dautray set out accoi'dingly, but was met on tlie lakes by the 
desertei's, who tolct him that Tonty was dead, and seduced his men. — 
Bdation des DCeouueries, MS. Dantray himeelf seems to liave remained 
Ime ; at least he was in La Salle's service immediately after, and was 
one of his most trusted followers. He was of good birth, being the 
son of Jean Bourdon, a conspicuous personage in the early period of 
the colony, and his name appears on official records as Jean Bourdon, 
Sieur d'Autray. 
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of land suited to his purpose, and detached the 
remaining four to keep watch. In the morning 
two canoes were discovered, approaching without 
suspicion, one of them far in advance of the other. 
As the foremost drew near, La Salle's canoe darted 
oiit from ttnder the leafy shore ; two of the men 
handling the paddles, while he with the remaining 
two levelled their guns at the deserters, and called 
on them to surrender. Astonished and dismayed, 
they yielded at once ; while two more who were in 
the second canoe hastened to follow their example, 
La Salle now returned to the fort with his pris- 
oners, placed them in custody, and again set forth. 
He met the third canoe upon the lake at about six 
o'clock in the evening. His men vainly plied their 
paddles in pursuit. The mutineers reached the 
shore, took post among rocks and ti'ees, levelled 
their guns, and showed fight. Pour of La Salle's 
men made a circuit to gain their rear and dislodge 
them; on which they stole back to their canoe, and 
tried to escape in the darkness. They were pur- 
sued, and summoned to yield ; but they replied by 
aiming their guns at their pursuers, who instantly 
gave them a volley, killed two of them, and cap- 
tured the remaining three. Like their companions, 
they were placed in custody at the fort to await the 
arrival of Count Frontenac/ 

1 The Btoty of La Salle's journey from Fort Crfevectcur to Tort Fron- 
tenae, with Ms subsequent encounter with tlie mutineers, ie given in great 
detail in the nnpuliliahed Eelalioa des D&aa-jertes. Tliia and otiier portions 
of it are compiled, with little abridgment, from the letters of La Salle him- 
self, some of which ai'e still in existence. They give the particulars of 
Bach day with a cool and business-like simplicity, recounting facte ivitli. 
16 » 
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out comment or the slightest attempt at rhetoric il embelhshiaent This 
Is the autliority for the details of the journey the general statement is 
confirined by Membre, Hennepin, and Tonty Tlie JUslnoiie of Tonly, 
though too concise, is excellent authority, and must bi no mean' be con- 
founiled ivilli iha lidalion de la Louisians, to whidi his mme is lulsely 
affixed. 
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And now La Salle's work must be begun afresh. 
He had staked all, and all had seemingly been 
lost. In stem relentless effort he had touched the 
limits of human endurance ; and the harvest of his 
toils was disappointment, disaster, and impending 
ruin. The shattered fabric of his enterprise was 
prostrate in the dust. His friends desponded ; his 
foes were blatant and exultant. Did he bend be- 
fore the storm ? No human eye could pierce the 
veiled depths of his reseiTed and haughty nature ; 
but the surface was calm, and no sign betrayed a 
shaken resolve or an altered purpose. Where 
weaker men would have abandoned all in de- 
spairing apathy, he turned anew to his work with 
the same vigor and the same apparent confidence 
as if borne on the fuR tide of success. 

His best hope was in Tonty, Could that bmve 
and ti'ue-hearted officer, and the three or four faith- 
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ful men who had remained with hini, make good 
their foothold on the Illinois, 'and save from de- 
struction the vessel on the stocks, and the forge 
and tools so laboriously carried thither, — then, in- 
deed, a basis was left on which the ruined enter- 
prise might be built up once more. There was no 
time to lose. Tonty must be succored soon, or 
succor would come too late. La Salle had already 
provided the necessary material, and a few days 
sufficed to complete his preparations. On the tenth 
of August, he embarked again for the Illinois. 
With him went his lieutenant. La Forest, who 
held of him in fief an island, then called Belle 
Isle, opposite Fort Frontenac.^ A surgeon, ship- 
carpenters, joiners, masons, soldiers, voyageurs, and 
laborers completed his company, twenty-five men 
in all, with eveiy thing needful for the outfit of the 
vessel. 

His route, though difficult, was not so long as 
that which he had followed the year before. Ho 
ascended the River Humber ; crossed to Lake Sira- 
coe, and thence descended the Severn to the 
Georgian Bay of Ijake Huron ; followed its eastern 
shore, coasted the Manitoulin Islands, and at 
length reached Michillimackinac. Here, as usual, 
all was hostile ; and he had great difficulty in 
inducing the Indians, who had been excited against 
him, to sell him provisions. Anxious to reach his 
destination, he pushed forward with twelve men, 
leaving La Forest to bring on the rest. On the 

1 Boierl Cai-elier, S'- de la Solk, !i Francois Daupin, S''- de ta Furest, 10 
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fourth of November,^ he reached the ruined fort at 
the mouth of the St. Josephj ■ and left five of his 
party, with the heavy stores, to wait tDl La Forest 
should come up, while he himself hastened for- 
ward with six Frenchmen and an Indian.. A deep 
anxiety possessed him. For some time past, ru- 
mors had been abroad that the Iroquois were 
preparing to invade the country of the Illinois, 
bent on expelling or desti'oying them. Here was 
a new disaster, which, if realized, might involve 
him and his enterprise in irretrievable wreck. 

He ascended the St. Joseph, crossed the portage 
to the Kankakee, and followed its course downward 
till it jomed the. northern branch of the Illinois. 
He had heard nothing of Tonty on the way, and 
neither here nor elsewhere could he discover the 
smallest sign of the passage of white men. His 
friend, therefore, if alive, was probably still at his 
post ; and he pursued his course with a mind Ught- 
ened, in some small measure, of its load of anxiety. 
"When last he had passed here, all was solitude ; 
hut how the scene was changed. The boundless 
waste was thronged with life. He beheld that 
wondrous spectacle, still to be seen at times on the 
plains of the remotest West, and the memory of 
which can quicken the pulse and stir the blood 
after the lapse of years. Far and near, the prairie 
was alive with buffalo ; now like black specks 
dotting the distant swells ; now trampling by in 

1 This ilnte is from the Relation, MembrS says the twenty -eighth; 
but he ia wrong, by his own ehowing, as lie saya that the party reached 
tlie Hiinoia village on the first of December, — an iraposBibility. 
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ponderoiaa columns, or filing in long lines, morn- 
ing, noon, and night, to drink at the river, — 
wading, plunging, and snorting in the water; 
climbing tho muddy shores, and etaring with wild 
eyes at the passing canoes. It was an opportunity 
not to be lost. The party landed, and encamped 
for a hunt. Sometimes they hid mider the shelving 
bank, and shot them as they came to drink ; some- 
times, flat on their faces, they dragged themselves 
through the long dead grass, till the savage bulls, 
guardians of the herd, ceased their grazing, raised 
their huge heads, and glared through tangled hair 
at the dangerous inti'uders ; then- horns splintered 
and their grim front scarred with battles, while 
their shaggy mane, like a gigantic lion, well-nigh 
swept the ground.^ The hunt was successful. In 
thi'ee days, the hunters killed twelve buifalo, be- 



1 I hare a very vivid recollection of tlie appearance of an old buffalo 
bull mider such eircumstanees. Wlien I was wltliin a liundred yards 
of him, he came towards me at a sharp trot as if to make a charge ; but, 
as 1 reniiuned motionless, he stopped thirty paces olf and stared fixedly 
ftir ft long time. At length, he slowly turned, and, in floing so, received 
a shot behind tlie shoulder, ivbicli kihed liim. It is useless to fiie at Hie 
forehead of a buffalo bull, at leiiflt with an ordinary rifle, as tlie bullet 
flattens against his skull. A shot at close quarters, just above the nose, 
would probably turn him in a charge. Tlie usual modes of hunting buf- 
felo on fbot are those menljoned above. They are commonly successful ; 
but at times the animals are excessively shy and wary, while at other 
times tliey are stupid beyond measure, and can be easily approadied and 
killed. TiiB hunter must remain perfectly motionless aJter firing, aa 
the wounded animal is apt to make a rush at him if he n 
moat agreeahle mode of hunting buffhlo ia, however, on 
running alongside of tliem, and shooting them behind the shoulder with 
a pistol or a short gun. A how and arrow are better for those who know 
how to use them; hut white men very rarely have the skill. I have 
seen, on different occasions, several hundred bnffido killed with arrows, 
by Indiana on horseback. Tiiis noble game, with the tribes who live on 
it, will soon disappeai &om the earth. 
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sides deer, geese, and swans. They cut tlie meat 
into thin flakes, and dried it in the sun, or in the 
smoke of their fires. The men were in high spirits ; 
deHghting in the sport, and rejoicing in the pros- 
pect of relieving Tonty and his hungry followers 
with a bounteous supply. 

They embarked again, and soon approached the 
great town of the Illinois. The buffalo were far 
behind ; and once more the canoes glided on then- 
way through a voiceless solitude. No hunters were 
seen ; no saluting whoop greeted their eai's. They 
passed the cliif afterwards called the Rock of St. 
Louis, where La Salle had ordered Tonty to build 
his stronghold ; but as he scanned its lofty top, he 
saw no palisades, no cabins, no sign of human 
hand, and still its primeval crest of forests over- 
hung the gliding river. Now the meadow opened 
before them where the great town had stood. They 
gazed, astonished and confounded : all was desola- 
tion. The town had vanished, and the meadow 
was black with fire. They plied their paddles, 
hastened to the spot, landed ; and, as they looked 
around, their cheeks grew white, and the blood was 
frozen in their veins. 

Before them lay a plain once swarming, with wild 
human life, and covered with Indian dwellings ; now 
a waste of devastation and death, strewn with heaps 
of ashes, and bristling with the charred poles and 
stakes which had formed the framework of the 
lodges. At the points of most of them were stuck 
human skulls, half picked by birds of prey,' Near 
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at hand was the hurial ground of the village. The 
travellers sickened with horror as they entered its 
revolting precincts. Wolves in multitudes fled at 
their approach; while clouds of crows or buzzards, 
rising from the hideous repast, wheeled above their 
heads, or settled on the naked branches of the 
neighboring forest. Every grave had been rifled, 
and the bodies flung down from the scaff'olds where, 
after the Illmois custom, many of them had been 
placed. The field was strewn with broken bones 
and torn and mangled corpses. A hyena warfare 
had been waged against the dead. La Salle knew 
the handiwork of the Iroquois. The threatened 
blow had fallen, and the wolfish hordes of the five 
caiitons had fleshed their rabid fangs in a new 
victim.-^ 

Not far distant, the conquerors had made a rude 
fort of trunks, boughs, and roots of trees laid to- 
gether to form a cireulai' enclosure ; and this, too, 
was g-amished with skulls, stuck on the broken 
branches, and protruding sticks. The caches, or sub- 

dea {6tee de morts plantfea et mangles fles corbeaux." — Bdatton des D^ 
coiwaies du S'- de la Salle, MS. 

1 "Eeaucoup de caruaseee Ji demi rongi^es par les loups, lea sepulclirea 
d^molis, lea ob tir& de lews fosses et ^pars par la campagne ; . . ■ enfiii 
Lbs loups et lee corbeaux augmentoient .par leurs hurlemens et par lem's 
oris I'horreur de ce spectacle." — Ibid. 

The abDTe may seem exaggerated, bat it accords perfectlj' witli what 
is well estabUatied conceramg the ferocious cliatacter of the Iroquois, and 
the nature of their warfare. Many other tribes have ft-equentij made 
war upon the dead, I have myself known an instance in whicli five 
corpaea of Sioux Indians, placed in trees, after the practice of tlie western 
bands of that people, were thrown down and kicked into fragments by a 
war party of the Crows, who then held the muzales of tlieir guns against 
the skulls and blew them to pieces. This happened near the Lead of the 
Platte, in the summer of 1849. Yet the Crows are much less ferocioiw 
than were the Iroquois in La Salle's time. 
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terranean storehouses of tlie villagers had been 
broken open, and the contents scattered. The 
cornfields were laid waste, and much of the com 
thrown into heaps and half burned. As La Saile 
surveyed this scene of havoc, one thought engrossed 
him : where were Tonty and his men? He searched 
the Iroquois fort ; there were abundant traces of 
its savage occupants, but none whatever of the 
presence of white men. He examined the skulls ; 
but the hair, portions of which clung to nearly all 
of them, was in every case that of an Lidian, Even- 
ing came on before he had finished the search. 
The sun set, and the wilderness sank to its savage 
rest. Night and silence brooded over the waste, 
whercj far as the raven could wing his flight, 
stretched the dark domain of solitude and hoiTor. 

Yet there was no silence at the spot, where, 
crouched around their camp-fire, La Salle and his 
companions kept their vigil. The bowlings of the 
wolves filled the frosty air with a fierce and dreary 
dissonance. More deadly foes were not far off, for 
before nightfall they had seen fresh Indian tracks. 
The cold, however, forced them to make a fire ; and 
while some tried to rest around it, the others stood 
on the watch. La Salle could not sleep. Anxiety, 
anguish, fears for his fiiend, doubts as to what 
com'se he should pursue, racked his firm mind with 
a painful indecision, and lent redoubled gloom to 
the terrors that encompassed him.' 

During the afternoon, he had made a discovery 
which offered, as he thought, a possible clew to the 

' Retation des D&oavertes, MS. 
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fate of Tonty, and those with him. In one of 
the Hhnois cornfields, near the river, were planted 
six posts painted red, on each of which was drawn 
in black a figure of a man with eyes bandaged. 
La Salle supposed them to represent six French- 
men, prisoners in the hands of the Iroquois ; and 
he resolved to push forward at all hazards, in the 
hope of learning more. When daylight at length 
returned, he told his followers that it was his pur- 
pose to descend the river, and directed three of 
them to await Kis return near the ruined village. 
They were to hide themselves on an island, con- 
ceal their fire at night, make no smoke by day, 
fire no guns, and keep a close watch. Should the 
rest of the party arrive, they, too, were to wait with 
similar precautions. The baggage was placed in a 
hollow of the rocks, at a place difficult of access; 
and, these arrangements made, La Salle set out on 
his perilous journey with the four remaining men, 
Dautray, Hunaut, You, and the Indian. Each was 
armed with two guns, a pistol, and a sword ; and 
a number of hatchets and. other goods were placed 
in the canoe, as presents for Indians whom they 
might meet. 

Several leagues below the village they found, on 
their right hand close to the river, a sort of island 
made inaccessible by the marshes and water which 
sm-rounded it. Here the flying Illinois had sought 
refuge with their women and children, and the 
place was full of their deserted huts. On the left 
bank, exactly opposite, was an abandoned camp of 
the Iroquois. On the level meadow stood a hun- 
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dred and thirteen huts, and on the forest trees 
which covered the hills behind were caiTed the 
totems, or insignia, of the chiefs, together with marks 
to show the number of followers which each had 
led to the war. La Salle counted five hundred and 
eighty-two warriors. He found marks, too, for the 
Illinois killed or capturedj but none to indicate that 
any of the Frenchmen had shared their fate. 

Aa they descended the river, they passed, on the 
same day, six abandoned camps of the Illinois, and 
opposite to each was a camp of the invaders. The 
former, it was clear, had retreated in a body ; while 
the Iroquois had followed their march, day by day, 
along the other bank. La Salle and his men pushed 
rapidly onward, passed Peoria Lake, and soon 
reached Fort Crcvecceor, which they found, as they 
expected, demolished by the deserters. The vessel 
on the stocks was still left entire, though the Iro- 
quois had found means to draw out the iron nails 
and spikes. On one of the planks were written 
the words: " 2fous sommes tmts sauvages : ce 19 
— 1680 ; " the work, no doubt, of the knaves who 
had pillaged and destroyed the fort. 

La Salle and his companions hastened on, and 
during the following day passed four opposing 
camps of the savage armies. The silence of death 
now reigned along the deserted river, whose lonely 
borders, wrapped deep in forests, seemed lifeless as 
the grave. As they di;ew near- the mouth of the 
sti'eam, they saw a meadow on their right, and, on 
its farthest verge, several human figures, erect yet 
motionless. They landed, and cautiously examined 
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the place. The long grass was trampled down, 
and all around were strewn the relics of the hideous 
orgies which foimed the ordinary sequel of an Iro- 
quois victory. The figures they had seen were the 
half-consumed bodies of women, still bound to 
the stakes where they had been tortured. Other 
sights there were, too revolting for record.^ All 
the remains were those of women and children. 
The men, it seemed, had fled, and left them to their 
fate. 

Here, again, La Salle sought long and anxiously, 
without finding the smallest sign that could in- 
dicate the presence of Frenchmen. Once more 
descending the river, they soon reached its mouth. 
Before them, a broad eddying curreut rolled swiftly 
on its way; and La Salle beheld the Mississippi, 
the object of his day-dreams, the destined avenue 
of his ambition and his hopes. It was no time for 
reflections. The moment was too engrossing, too 
heavily chai'ged with anxieties and cares. From 
a rock on, the shore, he saw a tree stretched for- 
ward above the stream ; and stripping off its bark 
to make it more conspicuous, he hung upon it a 
board, on which he had drawn the figures of him- 
self and his men, seated in theh canoe, and bearing 
a pipe of peace. To this he tied a letter for Tonty, 
informing him that he had returned up the river to 
the ruined village. 

1 " On lie s^^uroit exprimer la rage de ces fiirieux ni lea touvmens 
qu'ils avolent feit soufficic aux miaerables Tamaroa (q tribe ofilie liUnais). 
U ; en avoit encore dans des cliaudieres qu'ils avoient laiss^es pleiuefi sur 
!es feax, qui depuis a'^toient fteinta," etc, etc. — B^alion des Dioauvetta, 
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His four men had behaved admirably throughout, 
and they now offered to continue the journey, if he 
saw fit, and follow him to the sea ; but he thought 
it useless to go farther, and was unwilling to aban- 
don the three men whom he had ordered to await 
his return. Accordingly they reti'aced their course, 
and, paddling at times both day and night, urged 
their canoe so swiftly, that they reached the village 
in the incredibly short space of four days.^ 

The sky was clear ; and, as night came on, the 
travellers saw a prodigious comet blazing above 
this scene of desolation. On that night, it was 
chilling, with a superstitious awe, the hamlets of 
New England and the gilded chambers of Ver- 
sailles ; but it is characteristic of La Salle, that, 
beset as he was with pei-ils, and surrounded with 
ghastly images of death, he coolly notes down the 
phenomenon, — not as a poi-tentous messenger of 
war and woe, but rather as an object of scientific 
curiosity.** 

1 Tlie distance is nliout two hundred and fifty miles. The EeMion des 
D^Cmmiies says that tbey left the village on the second of December, and 
retnrned to it on tlie elaTenth, having left tlie mouth of the river on the 
seventh. Very prol>ably, there is an error of date. In other particulars, 
this narrative is sustained by those of Tonty. 

• « This was the " Great Cornet of 1680." . Dr. B. A. Gould writes me ; 
" It appeared in December, 1G80, and was visihle until the latter part of 
February, 1681, being especially brilliant in January." It was said to be 
the lai^eat ever seen. By observations upon it, Hewton demonstrated 
the regular revolutions of oomets around the sun. "So eomet," it is said, 
" haa threatened the earth with a nearer approach than that of 1680." — 
WiidliTop on Comets, Lecture 11. p. 44. Increase Mather, in his Discoarae 
cmiceraiitg Comets, printed at Boston in 1688, says of this one : " Its appear- 
ance was very terrible, the Blaze ascended above 60 Degrees almost to its 
Zenith." Mather thought it fraught with terrific portent to the nations 
of the earth. 

17 • 
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He found his three men safely ensconced upon 
their island, where they were anxiously looking for 
his return. After collecting a store of half-burnt 
corn from the ravaged granaries of the Illinois, the 
whole party began to ascend the river, and, on 
the sixth of January, reached the junction of the 
Kankakee with the northern branch. On theiv 
way downward, they had descended the former 
stream. They now chose the latter, and soon dis- 
covered, by the margin of the water, a rude cabin 
of bark. La Salle landed, and examined the spot, 
when an object met his eye which cheered him 
with a bright gleam of hope. It was but a piece 
of wood, but the wood had been cut with a saw. 
Tonty and his party, then, had passed this way, 
escaping from the carnage behind them. Unhap- 
pily, they had left no token of their passage at the 
fork of the two streams ; and thus La Salle, on his 
voyage downward, had believed them to be still on 
the river below. 

With rekindled hope, the travellers pursued their 
journey, leaving their canoes, and making their way 
overland towards the fort on the St. Joseph. Snow 
fell in profusion, till the earth was deeply buried. 
So light and dry was it, that to walk on snow- 
shoes was impossible ; and La Salle, after his 
custom, took the lead, to break the path and 
cheer on his followers. Despite his tall statm-e, 
he often waded through drifts to the waist, while 
the men toiled on behind ; the enow, shaken from 
the burdened twigs, showering them as they passed. 
After excessive fatigue, they reached their goal, 
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and found shelter and safety within the walls of 
Fort Miami. Here was the party left in charge 
of La Forest ; but, to Ms surprise and grief, La Salle 
heard no tidings of Tonty. lie found some amends 
for the disappointment in the fidelity and zeal of 
La Forest's men, who had restored the fort, cleared 
ground for planting, and even sawed the planks 
and timber for a new vessel on the lake. 

And now, while La Salle rests at Fort Miami, 
let us trace the adventures which befell Tonty and 
his followers, after their chief's departui'e from 
Fort Crevecceur. 
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TONTY AKD THE lEOQUOIS. 
The Deserters. — The Ieoquoib Was. — The Great Town ( 



AVhen La Salle set out on his rugged journey to 
Fort Frontenac, he left, as we have seen, fifteen 
men at Fort Crevecceur, — smiths, ship-carpenters, 
housewrights, and soldiers, besides his servant 
I'Esperance and the two friai-s Membre and Bi- 
bourde. Most of the men were ripe for mutiny. 
They had no interest in the enterprise, and no love 
for its chief. They were disgusted at the present, 
and terrified at the future. La Salle, too, was for 
the most part a stern commander, impenetrable and 
cold; and when he tiied to soothe, conciliate, and 
encourage, his success rarely answered to the ex- 
cellence of his rhetoric. He could always, how- 
ever, inspire respect, if not love; but now the 
resti-aint of his presence was removed. He had 
not been long absent, when a firebrand was thrown 
into the midst of the discontented and restless 
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It may be remembered tbat La Salle had met 
two of his men, La Chapelle and Leblauc, at his 
fort on the St. Joseph, and ordered them to rejoin 
Tonty. Unfortunately, they obeyed. On ai'riving, 
they told their comrades that the " Griffin " was 
lost, that Fort Frontenac was seized by the cred- 
itors of La Salle, that he was ruined past recovery, 
and that they, the men, would never receive their 
pay. Their wages were in arrears for more than 
two yeai'B ; and, indeed, it would have been folly to 
pay them before their return to the settlements, as 
to do so would have been a temptation to desert. 
Now, however, the effect on their minds was still 
worse, believing, as many of them did, that they 
would never he paid at all. 

La Chapelle and his companion had brought a 
letter from La Salle to Tonty, directing him to 
examine and fortify the cliff so often mentioned, 
which overhung the river above tlie great Illinois 
village, Tonty, accordingly, set out on his errand 
with some of tire men. In his absence, the mal- 
contents destroyed the fort, stole powder, lead, fui's, 
and provisions, and deserted, after wdting on the 
side of the unfinished vessel the words seen by 
La Salle, "iVb«s sommes tons sauaages." ^ The 

' For the particulars of tliis desertion, Membrc, in Le Clerc, ii. 171, 
Rdation des D&mtixties, MS.; Tonty, Mifmoire, MS. ; D^laralion faile par 
devani te S'- Duchemeaa, Inteiidant en Canada, par Moj/ae Hillaret, cAarpentier 
dt barque c^demnt an service da S'- de la SaJle, 17 Amit, 1680, MS. 

Moyae HlUaret, the " Msltce Moyso " of Hennepin, was a ringleader 
of the deserters, nnd seems to liave been one of those cnptnred by La 
Salle near Eort Erontenao. Twelve days after, Hillaret was examined by 
La Salle's enemy, tlie Intendant ; ajid this paper is the formal stalement 
made by him. It gives tlie names of most of tlie men, and furnishes la- 
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brave joung Sieur de Boiarondet and tlie servant 
I'Esperance hastened to carry the news to Tonty, 
■who at once despatched four of those with him, by 
two different rentes, to inform La Salle of the 
disaster.^ Besides the two just named, there now 
remained with him only three hired men and the 
Eecollet friars. Witlr this feeble band, he was 
left among a horde of treacherous savages, who had 
been taught to regard him as a secret enemy. Re- 
solved, apparently, to disarm their jealousy by a 
show of confidence, he took up his abode in the 
midst of them, making his quarters in the great 
village, whither, as spring opened, its inhabitants 
returned, to the number, according to Membre, of 
seven or eight thousand. Hither he conveyed the 
forge and such tools as he could recover, and here 
he hoped to maintain himself till La Salle should 
reappear. The spring and the summer were past, 
and he looked anxiously for his coming, uncon- 
scious that a stonn was gathering in the east, soon 
to burst with devastation over the fertile wilderness 
of the Illinois. 

1 have recounted the ferocious triumphs of the 
Lroquois in another volume.^ Throughout a wide 

oidenttil confirmation of many statements of Hennepin, Tonty, Membri!, 
and the Relation dea D^coaoet-les. Hillaret, Leblane, and Le Meilleur, the 
Wacksraitli nicknamed La Eorge, went otf togetlier, and the rest seem to 
have followed aftecmardB. Hillaret does not admit that any goads were 
wantonly destroyed. 

There is before me a schedule of the debts of La SaUe, miide aftec his 
death. It includes a claim of tliis man for wages to the amount of 2,500 

' Two of the messengers, Laurent an3 Messier, arrived safely. The 
Others seem to Iiave deserteil. 

2 " The Jesuits in America." 
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semicircle around tlieir cantons they had made the 
forest a solitude, — destroyed the Hurons, extermi- 
nated the Neutrals and the Eries, reduced the for- 
midable Andastes to a helpless insignificance, swept 
the borders of the St. Lawrence with fire, spread 
terror and desolation among the Algonquins of Can- 
ada ; and now, tired of peace, they were seeking, 
to borrow their own savage metaphor, new nations 
to devour. Yet it was not alone their homicidal 
fury that now impelled them to another war. 
Strange as it may seem, this war was in no small 
measure one of commercial advantage. Tliey had 
long traded with the Dutch and English of New 
York, who gave them, in exchange for their fui's, 
the guns, ammunition, knives, hatchets, kettles, 
beads, and brandy which had become indispensable 
to them. Game was scarce in their country. Tliey 
must seek their beaver and other skins in the vacant 
territories of the tiihes they had desti^oyed; but 
this did not content them. The French of Canada 
were, seeking to secure a monopoly of the furs of 
the north and west; and, of late, the enterprises 
of La Salle on the tributaiies of the Mississippi 
had especially roused the jealousy of the Iroquois, 
fomented, moreover, by Dutch and English traders.^ 
These crafty savages would fain reduce all these 
regions to subjection, and draw from thence an ex- 
haustless supply of furs to be bartered for English 
goods with the traders of Albany. They turned 
their eyes first towards the Illinois, the most impor- 
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tant, as well as one of tlie most accessible, of the 
western Algonquin ti^ibes ; and among La Salle's 
enemies were some in whom jealousy of a hated 
rival could so far override all the best interests of 
the colony that they did not scruple to ui'ge on the 
Iroquois to an invasion which they hoped would 
prove his ruin. The chiefs convened, war was 
decreed, the war-dance was danced, the war-song 
sung, and five hundred warriors began their march. 
In their path lay the town of the Miamis, neighbors 
and kindred of the Illinois. It was always their 
policy to divide and conquer ; and these forest 
Machiavels had intrigued so well among the Mi- 
amis, working craftily on their jealousy, that they 
induced them to join in the invasion, though there 
is every reason to believe that they had marked 
these infatuated allies as theii' next victims,^ 

Go to the banks of the Ilhnois where it flows by 
the village of XJtica, and stand on the meadow that 
borders it on the north. In front glides the liver, 
a musket-shot in width ; and from the farther bank 
rises, with gradual slope, a range of wooded hills 
that hide from sight the vast prairie behind them. 
A mile or more on your left these gentle acclivi- 
ties end abruptly in the lofty front of the great 
cliff, called by the French the Eock of St. Louis, 
looking boldly out from the forests that environ it ; 
and, three miles distant on your right, you discern 

1 There had long been a rankling jealousy between the Miamis anil 
ttie Illiaois. Aecording to Membnf, La Sulle's enemies had intrigued 
saccesBfuUy among tbe former, us well as among the Iroquois, to induce 
them to take arms against the Illinois. 
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a gap in the steep bluffs that here hound the valley, 
marking the mouth of the Eiver Vermilion, called 
Aramoni by the French.^ Now stand in fancy on 
this same spot in the early autumn of the year 1680. 
You are in the midst of the great town of the Illi- 
nois, -r-hundreds of mat-covered lodges and thou- 
sands of congregated savages. Enter one of their 
dwellings : they will not think you an intruder. 
Some friendly squaw will lay a mat for you by the 
fire ; you may seat youi^elf upon it, smoke your 
pipe, and study the lodge and its inmates by the 
light that streams through the holes at the top. 
Three or four fires smoke and smoulder on the 
ground down the middle of the long arched struc- 
ture ; and as to each fire there are two families, the 
place is somewhat crowded when all are present. 
But now there is space and breathing room, for 
many ai-e in the fields. A squaw sits weaving a mat 
of rushes ; a warrior, naked, except his moccasons, 
aird tattooed with fantastic devices, binds a stone 
arrow-head to its shaft with the fresh sinews of a 
buffalo. Some lie asleep, some sit staring in va- 

1 Tlie above is from notes made on t1ie spot. The followmg ia La 
Salie's deBcription of the locality in the' Relation des D&ouvertes, written in 
1G81 : " La rive gauche de la riviere, du cot^ du sud, est occupee par uu 
long roeher, fort ^troit et escarp^ presque partout, fi la reaei've d'an eadroiC 
lie plus d'une lieue de longueur, situ^ vis^Ji-vis du vOlage, ou le terrain, 
tout couvert de beaux cli&nes, s'ftend par une pente douce juaqu'au bord 
de la riviferei Au deld de cette hauteur est une vaate plaine, qui s'Stend 
bien loiu du cot6 du sud, et qui est travers^e par la riviere Aramoni, dont 
lea borda sont eourecJa d'une lisiSre de Iwis peu largo." 

The Aramoni is laid down on tlie great manuscript map of Franquelin, 
1684, and on the map of Coronelli, 16S8. It is, without doubt, tlie Big 
Vermilion. Starved Eock, or the Rock of St, Louis, ifl the liighest and 
steepest escarpment of the long roeher above mentioned. 
IS 
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cancy, some are eating, some are squatted in lazy 
chat around a fire. The smoke brings water to 
your eyes ; the fleas annoy you ; small unkempt 
children, naked as young puppies, crawl about your 
knees and wUl not be repelled. You have seen 
enough. You lise and go out again into the sun- 
light. It is, if not a peaceful, at least a languid 
scene. A few voices break the stillness, mingled 
with the joyous chirping of crickets from the grass. 
Young men lie flat on their faces, basking in the 
sun. A group of their elders are smoking aroimd 
a buffalo skin on which they have just been playing 
a game of chance with cherry-stones. A lover and 
his mistress, perhaps, sit together under a shed of 
bark without uttering a word. Not far off is the 
graveyard, where lie the dead of the village, some 
bmied in the earth, some wrapped in skins and laid 
aloft on scaffolds, above the reach of wolves. In 
the cornfields around, you see squaws at theii' labor, 
and children driving off intruding birds ; and your 
eye ranges over the meadows beyond, spangled with 
the yellow blossoms of the resin-weed and the Kud- 
beckia, or over the bordering hills still green with 
the foliage of summer.^ 

I Tlie Uliaoia were an aggregation of distinct tliougli kindrecl tribea, 
the Kfiskaskias, the Peorias, the Catvokias, the Tamaroaa, tlie Moingona, 
and others. Their general oliaracter and habits ivere those of atlier 
Indian tribes, but thej were reputed somewhat cowardiy and slotliful. In 
tlieir manners, ihej were more licentious than many of tlieir neighbors, 
and addicted to practices wliich are sometimes Buppoeed to tx the vesult 
of a perverted dvilization. Young men enacting tlie part of women were 
frequently to be seen among tliem. These were lieid in great contempt 
Some of the early travellers, both among the Illinois and among other 
tribes, where the same practice prevailed, mistook them for herma 
According to Charlevoix (Joiirnoi Histarique, SOS), this abuse Vi 
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Tliis, or something like it, one may safely affirm, 
waa the aspect of the Illinois village at noon of the 
tenth of September,^ In a hnt, apai't from the rest, 
you would probably have found the Frenchmen. 
Among them was a man, not strong in person, and 
disabled, moreover, by the loss of a hand ; yet, in 
this den of barbarism, betraying the language and 
bearing of one formed in the most polished civiliza- 
tion of Europe. This was Henri de Tonty. The 
others were young Bolsrondet, and the two faithful 
men who had stood by their commander. The 
friai'S, Membre and Ribourde, were not in the vil- 
lage, but at a hut a league distant, whither they 
had gone to make a " retreat," for prayer and med- 
itation. Their missionaiy labors had not been 
fruitful. They had made no converts, and were in 
despair at the intractable character of the objects 
of their zeal. As for the other Frenchmen, time, 
doubtless, hung heavy on their hands ; for nothing 
can sm'pass the vacant monotony of an Indian town 
when there is neither hunting, nor war, nor feasts, 
nor dances, nor gambling, to beguile the lagging 
hours. 

Suddenly the village was wakened from its leth- 
argy as by the crash of a thunderbolt. A Shawanoe, 

part to a auperstition. The Miamis and Piankiahawa were in close affini- 
ties of language and habits witJi the Jllinois. All these trihea belnnged to 
Uie great Algonquin femily. The first iropressiona which the Trench 
received of them, aa recorded in the Betatiort of 1671, were singularly 
fiiTorable ; hut a closer acqnHintance did not confirm them. The Illinois 
traded with the lake tribes, to whom they carried slaves taken in war, 
receiving in exchange, guns, hatchets, and other iVench goods. — Mar- 
quette in BdatUm, 1670, 91. 

1 This is Membre'a date. The narratives differ as to the day, though 
all ai^e as to IJie month. 
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lately here on a yisit, had left his Illinois friends to 
return home. He now reappeared, crossing the 
river in hot haste with the announcement that he 
had met, on his way, an army of Iroquois approach- 
ing to attack them. All was panic and confi:^ion. 
The lodges disgorged then- frightened inmates ; 
women and children screamed, startled wai'riors 
snatched their weapons. There were less than five 
hundred of them, for the greater part of the young 
men had gone to war. A crowd of excited savages 
thronged ahout Tonty and his Frenchmen, ah'eady 
objects of their suspicion, charging them, with 
furious gesticulation, with having stirred up their 
enemies to invade them. Tonty defended himself 
in broken Illinois, but the naked mob were but half 
convinced. Tbey seized the forge and tools and 
flung them into the river, with all the goods that 
had been saved from the deserters ; then, distrusting 
their power to defend themselves, they manned the 
wooden canoes which lay in multitudes by the bank, 
embarked their women and children, and paddled 
down the stream to that island of dry land in the 
midst of marshes which La Salle afterwards found 
filled with their deserted huts. Sixty warriors re- 
mained here to guard them, and the rest returned 
to the ■\'illage. AH night long fii-es blazed along 
the shore. The excited warriors greased theii' 
bodies, painted their faces, befeathered theu" heads, 
sang their war-songs, danced, stamped, yelled, and 
brandished their hatchets, to work up their courage 
to face the crisis. The morning came, and with it 
came the Iroquois. 
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Young waiTiors had gone out as scouts, and now 
they returned. They had seen the enemy in the 
line of forest tliat bordered the Hiver Araiiioni, or 
Vermilion, and had stealthily reconnoitued them. 
They were very numerous,' and armed for the most 
part with guns, pistols, and swords. Some had 
bucklers of wood or raw hide, and some wore those 
corselete of tough twigs interwoven with cordage 
which their fathers had used when firearms were 
unknown. The scouts added more, for they de- 
clared that they had seen a Jesuit among the Iro- 
quois ; nay, that La Salle himself was there, whence 
it must follow that Tonty and his men were enemies 
and traitors. The supposed Jesuit was but an Iro- 
quois chief arrayed in a black hat, doublet, and 
stockings ; while another, equipped after a somewhat 
similar fashion, passed in the distance for La Salle. 
But the Illinois were furious. Tonty's life hung by 
a hair. A crowd of savages surrounded him, mad 
with rage and terror. He had come lately from 
Europe, and knew little of Indians ; but, as the friar 
Mcmbre says of him, "he was full of intelligence 
and courage," and when they heard him declare 
that he and his Frenchnien would go with them to 
fight the L'oquois, their threats grew less clamorous 
and their eyes glittered with a less deadly lustre. 

Whooping 'and screeching, they ran to their 
canoes, crossed the river, climbed the woody hill, 

1 The ReJatkti <ks D^aniverles says, five hundred Iroq.uoia and one hun- 
dred Shawanoee. MembrS saye Hiat the allies were Miamia. He is no 
doubt right, as the Miamis had promised their nid, and the Shawanoes 
were at peace wUh tlie Illinois. Tonty is ailont on the point. 
18* 
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and swarmed down upon tlie plain beyond. About 
a hundred of tbem had guns ; the rest were armed 
with bows and ari'ows. They were now face to 
face with the enemy, who had emerged from the 
woods of the Vermilion, and was advancing on 
the open prairie. With unwonted spkit, for their 
repute as wai'riors was by no means high, the Illi- 
nois began, after their fashion, to charge ; that is, 
they leaped, yelled, and shot off bullets and arrows, 
advancing as they did so ; while the Iroquois replied 
with gymnastics no less agile, and howlings no less 
ten^ific, mingled with the rapid clatter of their guns. 
Tonty saw that it would go hard with his allies. 
It was of the last moment to stop the fight if 
possible. The Iroquois were, or professed to be, 
at peace with the French ; and taldng counsel of 
his courage, he resolved on an attempt to mediate, 
which may well he called a desperate one. He 
laid aside his gun, took in his hand a wampum 
belt as a flag of truce, and walked forward to meet 
the savage midtitude, attended by Boisrondet, an-, 
other Frenchman, and a young Illinois who had 
the hardihood to accompany him. The guns of 
the Iroquois still flashed thick and fast. Some 
of them were aimed at him, on which he sent back 
the two Frenchmen and the Illinois, and advanced 
alone, holding out the wampum belt.^ A moment 

1 MeniW says tiiat he went with Tonty, "JMtois aussi u, cot^du 
Sieur de Tonty." This is an invention of tlie friar's vamily, "Lee deux 
p6rea Eecoliets Stoient alors dans une caliane a une lieue du village, oil 
Ub s'(?toient relir& paur fnire una esp^ce de rettaite, et ila ne furent 
avertis de I'arrive'e dea Iroquois que dans le temps du combat," — 
Edition des D^cmverles, MS. " Je rencfintiw en cliemin les pcres Ga- 
Md et Zenobe Membrfi, qiu oherchoient de mea nonvelles." — Tonty 
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more, and he was among the infuriated warriors. 
It was a fnghtful spectacle : the contorted forms, 
bounding, crouching, twisting, to deal or dodge the 
shot ; the small keen eyes that shone like an angry 
snake's ; the parted lips pealing their fiendish yells ; 
the painted features writhing with fear and fury, 
and every passion of an Indian fight ; man, wolf, and 
devil, all in one.' With his swarthy complexiouj 
and his half-savage dress, they thought he was an 
Indian, and thronged about him, glaring murder. 
A young warrior stabbed at his heart with a knife, 
but the point glanced aside against a rib, inflicting 
only a deep gash. A ciiief called out that, as his 
ears were not pierced, he must be a Frenchman, 
On this, some of them tried to stop the bleeding, 
and led him to the rear, where an angry parley 
ensued, while the yells and firing still resounded 
in the front. Tonty, breathless, and bleeding at the 
month Avith the force of the blow he had received, 
found words to declare that the Illinois were under 
the protection of the king, and the Governor of 

M€mmre, MS. This was on his return from the Iroquois. The Itelatiim 
confirms the statement, its for as concerns Membr^ ; " II rencontra le P6re 
Zenolie (Merabre), qui vecoii pom^ le seeonrir, niant ftS avertl du com- 
bat et de sa blessure," 

The perrerted Dernier^ Dicoixverief, published withOBt autliority, 
under Tonly's name, says tliat he was attended by a slave whom the 
lUinois sent with him as interpreter. Though this is not mentioned in 
the three authentic narratives, it is more tlian probable, as Tonty could 
not have known Iroquois enoagh to make himself understood. 

' Being once in an encampment of Sioux, when a quarrel broke out, 
and the adverse feotions raised the war-whoop, and began to iire at each 
other, I had a good, though for the moment, a rather dangerous oppor- 
tunity of seeing the demeanor of Indiana at the beginning of a fight 
The fray was quelled before much mischief was done, by the vigoroos 
)t' the elder warriors, who ran between the combatants. 
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Canada, and to demand that they should be left in 
peace. ■■ 

A young Iroquois snatched Tonty's hat, placed it 
on the end of his gun, and displayed it to the Illi- 
nois, who, thereupon, thinking ho was killed, re- 
newed the fight; and the firing in front breezed 
up more angrily than before. A wariior ran in, 
crying out that the Iroquois were giving ground, 
and that there were Trenchmen among the Illinois 
who fired at them. On this, the clamor around 
Tonty was redoubled. Some wished to kill him at 
once ; others resisted. Several times, he felt a 
hand at the back of bis head, lifting up his hair, 
and, turning, saw a savage with a knife, standing as 
if ready to scalp him.^ A Seneca chief demanded 
that he should be burned. An Onondaga chief, 
a friend of La Salle, was for setting him free. Tbe 
dispute grew fierce and hot. Tonty told them that 
tbe Illinois were twelve htmdred strong, and that 
sixty Frenchmen were at the village, ready to baelt 
them. This invention, though hot fully believed, 
had no little eiFect. The friendly Onondaga carried 
bis point; and tbe Iroquois, having failed to sur- 
prise their enemies as they bad hoped, now saw an 
opportunity to delude them by a truce. They sent 

1 " Je leur fis eonnoistre que les Islinois dtoient sous la protection du 
roy de Tranoe et du gouverncur du pays, que j'estois eiirprU qu'ils vou- 
lussent rompre arec lea JYan^ois Bt c[u'ils vouluasent attembe (sic) a une 
pais." — Tonty, M^moire, MS. 

^ " II en aToit on derri^e moi qui tenoit nu c6uteitu dans sa main, el 
qui de tempa en tempa rae levoit lea clieTeuK." — Tonty, M^moire, MS. 
Tlie Derniires D^uveiies adds, " Je me retonrnai vers lai et je vis bien 
Jl sa contenance et i aa mine que eon (JeEsein ^toit de lu'enlever la die- 
velure . . . je le priai de vouloir du moins se dormer un peu de patience, 
et d'attendre que aes Maitres euseent d(!cide' de man eort." 
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back Tonty with a belt of peace ; he held it aloft 
in sight of the Illinois ; chiefs and old wajriors ran 
to stop the light ; the yells and the firing ceased, 
and Tonty, like one waked from a hideons night- 
mare, dizzy, almost fainting with loss of blood, 
staggered across the inteiTening prairie to rejoin 
his friends. He was met by the two friars, Ribourde 
and Membre, who, in their secluded hut a league 
from the Tillage, had but lately heard of what was 
passing, and who now, with benedictions and thanks- 
giving, ran to embrace him as a man escaped from 
the jaws of death. 

The Illinois now withdrew, re-embarking in their 
canoes, and crossing again to their lodges ; but 
scai'cely had they reached them, when their ene- 
mies appeared at the edge of the forest on the 
opposite bank. Many found means to cross, and, 
under the pretext of seeking for provisions, began 
to hover in bands about the skirts of the town, 
constantly increasing in numbers. Had the Illinois 
dared to remain, a massacre would doubtless have 
ensued ; but they knew their foe too well, set fire 
to their lodges, embarked in haste, and paddled 
down the stream to rejoin their women and chil- 
dren at the sanctuary among the morasses. The 
whole body of the Iroquois now crossed the river, 
took possession of the abandoned town, building 
for themselves a rude redoubt, or fort, of the trunks 
of trees and of the posts and poles, forming the 
framework of the lodges which escaped the fire. 
Here they ensconced themselves, and finished the 
work of havoc at their leisure. 
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Tonty and his companions still occupied their 
hut ; but the Iroquois, becoming suspicious of them, 
forced them to remove to the fort, crowded as it was 
with the savage crew. On the second day, there 
was an alarm. The Illinois appeared in numbers 
on the low hills, half a mile behind the town ; and 
the Iroquois, who had felt then- courage, and wh6 
had been told hy Tonty that they were twice as 
numerous as themselves, showed symptoms of no 
little uneasiness. They proposed that he should 
act as mediator, to which he gladly assented, and 
crossed the meadow towards the Illinois, accom- 
panied by Membre, and by an Iroquois who was 
sent as a hostage. The Illinois hailed the over- 
tures with delight, gave the ambassadors some re- 
freshment, which they sorely needed, and sent hack 
with them a young man of their nation as a, hostage 
on their part. This indiscreet youth nearly proved 
the ruin of the negotiation ; for he was no sooner 
among the Iroquois than he showed such an eager- 
ness to close the treaty, made such promises, pro- 
fessed such gratitude, and betrayed so rashly the 
numerical weakness of the Illinois, that he' revived 
all the insolence of the invaders. They turned 
furiously upon Tonty and charged him with having 
robbed tliem of the glory and the spoils of victory. 
"Where are all your lUino^ warriors, and where 
are the sixty Frenchmen that you said were among 
them f. " It needed all Tonty's tact and coolness to 
extricate himself from this new danger. 

The treaty was at length concluded ; but scarcely 
was it made, when the Iroquois prepared to break 
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it, and set about constructing canoes of elm-bark 
in which to attack the Illinois women and chil- 
dren in their island sanctuary. Tonty warned his 
allies that the pretended peace was but a snai'e for 
their destraction. The Iroquois, on their part, 
grew hourly more jealous of him, and would cer- 
tainly have killed him, had it not been their policy 
to keep the peace with. Frontcnac and the French. 

Several days after, they summoned him and 
Membre to a council. Six packs of beaver skin 
were brought in, and the savage orator presented 
them to Tonty in turn, explaining their meaning 
as lie did so. The first two were to declare that the 
children of Count Frontenac, that is, the Illinois, 
should not be eaten ; the next was a plaster to heal 
Tonty's wound ; the next was oil wherewith to 
anoint him and Membre, that they might not be 
fatigued in ti'avelling ; the next proclaimed that the 
sun was bright ; ^nd the sixth and last required 
them to decamp and go home.^ Tonty thanked 
them for their gifts, but demanded when they them- 
selves meant to go and leave the Illinois in peace. 
At this the conclave grew angi^, and, despite their 
late pledge, some of them said that before they 
went, they would eat Illinois flesh. Tonty instantly 
kicked away the packs of beaver skin, the Indian 



1 Ail Indian speech, it will be reuiGmlicred, is without valifHty, if not 
d by presents, each of wliii^li has its special interpretation. The 
meaning of the fifth pack of bearer, informing Tonty that the sun was 
bright, — "quele soleil Stoitbeau," that is, that the weather was favorable 
for travelliog, — is curiously misconceived by the editor of the Dentines 
D&oneeries, who improves upon his original by eubstitntin? the words 
" par le daquifeme paquet ih nous exhoytoienl a adorer le SdeU." 
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symbol of tlie scornful rejection of a proposal; 
telling them that since they meant to eat the Gover- 
nor's children, he would have none of their presents. 
The chiefs, in a rage, rose and drove him from the 
lodge. The French withdrew to their hut, where 
tiiey stood all night on the watch, expecting an at- 
tack, and resolved to sell their lives dearly. At 
daybreak, the chiefs ordered them to begone. 

Tonty, with an admirable fidelity and courage, 
had done all in the power of man to protect the 
allies of Canada against their ferocious assailants ; 
and he thought it unwise to persist farther in a 
course which could lead to no good, and which 
would probably end in the destruction of the whole 
party. He embarked in a leaky canoe with Mem- 
bre, E.ibourde, Boisrondet, and the remaining two 
men, and began to ascend the river. After paddling 
about five leagues, they landed to di-y then: baggage 
and repair their crazy vessel, when Father Ribourde, 
breviary in hand, strolled across the sunny meadows 
for an hour of meditation among the neighboring 
groves. Evening approached, and he did not return. 
Tonty with one of the men went to look for him, 
and, following his tracks, presently discovered those 
of a band of Indians, who had apparently seized or 
murdered him. Still, they did not despair. They 
fii-ed their guns to guide Him, should he still be 
alive ; built a huge fire by the bank, and, then cross- 
ing the I'iver, lay watching it from the other side. 
At midnight, they saw the figure of a man hovering 
around the blaze ; then many more appeared, but 
Ribourde was not among them. In truth, a band 
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of Kickapooa, enemies of the Iroquois, about whose 
camp they had heen prowling in quest of scalps, 
had met and wantonly murdered the inoifensive old 
man. They carried his scalp to their village, and 
danced arouud it in triumph, pretending to have 
taken it from an enemy. Thus, in his sixty-fifth 
year, the only heir of a wealthy Burgundian house 
perished nnder the war-clubs of the savages, for 
whose salvation he had renounced station, ease, and 
affluence.^ 

Meanwhile, a hideous scene was enacted at the 
ruined village of the Illinois. Then savage foes, 
balked of a living prey, wreaked their fury on the 
dead. They dug up the graves ; they threw down 
the scaffolds. Some of the bodies they burned ; 
some they threw to the dogs ; some, it is affirmed, 
they ate.^ Placing the skulls on stakes as trophies, 
they turned to pursue the Illinois, who, when the 
French withdrew, had abandoned their asylum and 
reti'eated down the river. The Iroquois, still, it 
seems, in awe of them, followed them along the 
opposite bank, each night encamping face to face 
with them ; and thns the adverse bands moved slowly 
southward, till they were near the mouth of the 

• Tonty, MeVnoire, MS. Membre in Le Clercq, ii. 191. Hennepin, 
who hated Tonty, ut^ustly chaises hint with liaving abHndoned the search 
too aoon, admitting, howerer, that it would have been useless to continue 
it. This part of his narrative is a perversion of Membr^a account. 

s " Ccpendant lea Iroquoia, aussitOt aprfes ie depart du S'- de Tonty, 
exercJrent leur rage snr les corps morts lies Ilinois, nu'ila diSlerrerent ou 
abbatl^rent &e dessus les echa&uds oU tes Itinois les laisaent longtempa 
exposes avaiit que de les mettro en terre. lis en brfilerent la plus grande 
porlie, ils en niangdrent m6me quelqnes uus, et jett&ront Ie reate aux 
ohiens. Us plantdrent les tfiles de ces cad.avrea !i demi dccliarne's sur dea 
pienx," etc. — Rdatioit des D&ouver!es, MS. 
10 
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river. Hitherto, tlie compact array of the Illinois 
had held their enemies in check ; but now, suffering 
from hunger, and lulled into security by the assur- 
ances of the Iroquois that their object was not to 
destroy them, hut only to drive them from the 
country, they rashly separated into theii- several 
tribes. Some descended the Mississippi; some, 
more prudent, crossed to the western side. One of 
their principal tribes, the Tamaroas, more credulous 
than the rest, had the fatuity to remain near the 
mouth of the Illinois, where they were speedily as- 
sailed by all the force of the Iroquois. The men 
fled, and very few of them were killed; but the 
women and children were captured to the number, 
it is said, of seven hundfed.^ Then followed that 
scene of tortiire, of which, some two weeks later, 
La Salle saw the revolting traces.^ Sated, at length, 
with horrors, the conquerors withdrew, leading with 
them a host of captives, and exulting in their tri- 
umphs over women, children, and the dead. 

After the death of Father Ribourde, Tonty and 
his companions remained searching for him till 
noon of the next day, and then, in despair of again 
seeing him, resumed their journey. They ascended 
the river, leaving no token of their passage at tlie 
jtmction of its northern and southern branches. 

1 Edation dea D&outrertes, MS, Frontenac to the King, N.Y. Col. 
Does., ix. 147. A memoir of Duchesneau makes tlie number twelve hun- 

2 "lis (lea Hllnois] trouTSrent dans leur campement des carcasses de 
leura enfans que ces antliropoplinges avoieiit mangez, ne voulant mfrae 
d'autre nourriture que la ctmir de cea infoctunez." — La Potliorie, ii, 145, 
146. CompRre aote, aale, p. 196. 
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For food, tliey gathered aconis and dug roots iu the 
meadows. Their canoe proved utterly worthless ; 
and, feeble as they were, they set out on foot for 
Lake Michigan. Boiarondet wandered off, and was 
lost. He had dropped the flint of his gun, and he 
had no huUets ; hut he cut a pewter porringer into 
slugs with which he shot wild turkeys, by discharging 
his piece with a fii-ehrand ; and after several days 
he had the good fortune to rejoin the party. Theu- 
object was to reach the Pottawattamies of Green 
Bay. Had they aimed at Michillimackinac, they 
would have found an asylum, with La Forest at the 
fort on the St. Joseph ; but unhappily they passed 
westward of that post, and, by way of Chicago, fol- 
lowed the borders of Lake Michigan northward. 
The cold was intense, and they had much ado to 
grub up wild onions from the frozen ground to save 
themselves from starving. Tonty fell ill of a fever 
and a swelling of the limbs, which disabled him 
from travelling, and hence ensued a long delay. At 
length they neai'ed Green Bay, where they would 
have starved had they not gleaned a few eai-s of 
corn and frozen squashes in the fields of an empty 
Indian town. It was the end of November before 
they found the Pottawattamies, and were warmly 
greeted by their chief, who had befriended La Salic 
the year before, and who, in his enthusiasm for the 
French, was wont to say that he knew but three 
great captains in the world, Frontenac, La Salle, 
and himself.^ 
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While Tonty rests at Green Bay, and I-a Salle at 
the fort on the St. Joseph, we will leave them for a 
time to tface the sti'aiige adventures of the errant 
friar, Father Louis Hennepin. 

the manuscript of 1681, entitled the Belatkn des D^couveHes. This poriiou 
of it, which bears every evidence of accuracy, was certainly supplied by 
Tonty himself or one of his oompanione. The M^iwire of Tonty is wholly 
distinct. It is a modest and simple statement, of nhicli tlie chief bult is 
Its brevity. He undoubtedly wrote another and more detailed narrative, 
which has been used hy the editor of the Dernieres Dih>ui>erles, printed 
with Tonty's name. The editor seems to have taken less liberties with 
his oii^n^ in this part of tlie hook than in many others. The narrative 
of Membre sastains that of Tonty, except in one or two unimportant 
points, where the writer's vanity seems to liave gained the better of his 
veracity. 
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THE ILLINOIS TOWN. 

The Site or the Gbeat Illinois Toivn.— This lias not till now 
been detemiLned, though tliere have teen various conjectures concerniug 
it, From a study of the conteniporary (locuments and maps, 1 became 
satiBfled, first, that the htanch of the River Illinois, called the " Big Ver- 
milion," was the Aratnoni of tliB Frenijh explorers ; and, secondly, that tlie 
cliff called " Starved Rock " was that known to the Tcencli aa Le Baclter, 
or the Kock of St. Louis. If I was right in tliis conclusion, then the 
position of the Great Village was established ; fbr there is abundant proof 
tliat it was on the north side of the river, ahove the Aramoni, and below 
Le Eocher. I accordingly went to the village of Utica, which, as I 
judged by the map, was very near the point in quesljon, and mounted to 
the top irf one of the hills immediately beliind it, whence I could see the 
valley of the Illinois for miles, boundefl on tlie fiirtlier side by a range of 
hilis, in some parts rooky and precipitous, and in others covered with 
forests. Far on the right, was a gap in these hills, tJirough which the Big 
Vermilion flowed to join the Illinois ; and somewhat towards the left, at 
the distance of a mile and a half, was a huge cliff, rising perpendicularly 
from the opposite margin of the river. This I assumed to he Le Koclter 
of the French, though from where I stood I was unable to discern the dis- 
tinctive features which I was prepared to find in it. In every other re- 
spect, the scene before me was precisely what I had expected to see. 
There was a meadow on the hitliec aide of tlie river, on which stood a 
fltrm-house ; and this, as it seemed to m 
olgects, might be supposed to stand in 
pied by the Illmois town. 

On the way down from the hill, I met Mr. James Clark, the principal 
Inhabitant of Utica, and one of the earliest settlers of fliis region. I 
accosted him, told him my objects, and requested a half hour's conversa- 
tion with him, at his Iwsure. He seemed interested in the inquiry, and 
said he would visit me early in the evening at the inn, where, accordingly, 
ho soon appeared. The conversation took place in the porch, where a 
number of farmers and others were gathered. I asked Mr. Clark if any 
Indian remains were found in the neighborhood. " Yes," he replied, 
" plenty of them." I llien inquii'ed if there was any one spot where tliey 
were more numerous than elsewhere. " Yes," he anssvered again, point- 
ing towards Uie ;^rm-liouse on the meadow ; " on my farm down yonder 
by the river, my tenant ploughs up teeth and hones by the peck every 
spring, besides arrow-haids, beads, stone hatchets, and other things of 
that sort." I replied that this was precisely wiiat I had expecled, as I liad 
been led to believe that the principal town of the IlIinoiB Indians once 
covered that very spot. "If," I added, "lamriglitin this belief, Uie 
19" 
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great rock beyond tlio river is the one whith the first explorers occupied 
aa a fort, and I can describe it to you from their acc-ouQts of it, thougli I 
have never aeen it except ftoni the top of tlie liill where the trees on and 
around it prevented me from seeing any part but the ttont." The men 
present now gathered around to listen. " The rock," I continued, " is 
nearly a hundred and fifty feet liigh, and rises directly &om tlie water. 
The th)Ht and two sides are perpendicolar and inaeceasible, but there is 
one place where it is possible for a man to climb upi though with difB- 
cnlty. The top is large enough and level enough for houses and fortifica- 
tions." Here several of the men exclaimed, " Thal^s juat it." "You've 
hit it exactly." I then asked if there was any othec'vock on tliat side 
of the river which could answer to the description. They all agreed that 
there was no such rock on either side, along tho whole length of the river. 
I then saiil, " If the Indian town waa in tlie place where I suppose it to 
have been, I can tell you the nature of tlie country which lies behind the 
hilla on the farther side of the river, though I know nothing about it ex- 
cept what I have learned from writings nearly two centuries old. ITrom 
the top of tlie hills you look out upon a great pr^pe reaching as fiu' as 
you can seo, except that it is crossed by a helt of woods following the 
course of a stream which enters the main river a few miles below ." ( See 
ai!(«, p. 205, note, ) "You are exactly right again," replied Mr. Clark, 
" ne call tliat belt of timber the ' Vermilion Woods,' and the stream is 
the Big Vermilion." "Then." I said, "the Big Vermilion is the river 
which the French called the Aramoni ; ' Starved Book' is the same on 
which tliey built a fort called St. Louis, in tlie year 1682 ; and your larm 
ia on the site of the great town of the Ulinois." 

I spent tlie next day in examining these localities, and was iUlly con- 
firmed in my conclusions. Mr. Clark's tenant showed me the spot where 
the human hones were ploughecl up. It was no doubt the graveyard 
violated by the Iroquois. The Illinois returneil to the village after their 
defeat, and long continued to occupy it. The scattered bones were proh- 
ablv collected and leatored to their place of burial. 
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THE ADVENTUEES OE HENNEPIN. 



It was on the last day of the winter that p 
the invasion of the Iroquois, that Father Hennepin, 
with his two companions, Accan and Du Gay, had 
set out from Fort Crevecceur to explore the Illinois 
to its mouth. It appears from his own later state- 
ments, as well as from those of Tonty, that more 
than this was expected of him, and that La Salle 
had instructed him to explore, not alone the Illinois, 
but also the Upper Mississippi. That he actually 
did so, there is no reasonable doubt; and, could he 
have contented himself with telling the ti'uth, his 
name would have stood high as a bold and, vigorous 
discoverer. But his vicious attempts to malign his 
commander, and plunder him of his laurels, have 
wrapped his genuine merit in a cloud. 

Hennepin's first book was published soon after 
his return from his travels, and while La Salle was 
still alive. In it, he relates the accomplishment of 
the histructions given him, mtbout the smallest 



I .y Google 



224 THE ADVENTURES OF llENSEPIN. [1R80. 

intimation that he did more.' Fourteen years after, 
when La Salle was dead, he published another 
edition of his ti'avels,° in which he advanced a new 
and surprising pretension. Eeasons connected with 
his personal safety, he declares, before compelled 
him to remain silent ; but a time at length has 
come when the truth must be revealed. And he 
proceeds to affirm that, before ascending the Missis- 
sippi, he, with liis two men, explored its whole 
course from the Illinois to the sea, thus anticipating 
the discovery which forms the crowning laurel of 
La SaUe. 

" I am resolved," he says, " to make known here 
to the whole world the mystery of this discovery, 
which I have hitherto concealed, that I might not 
offend the Sieur de la SaUe, who wished to keep 
all the glory and all the knowledge of it to himself. 
It is for this that he sacrificed many persons whose 
lives he exposed, to prevent them from making 
known what they had seen, and thereby crossing 
his secret plans. ... I was certain that if I went 
down the Mississippi, he would not fail to traduce 
me to my superiors for not taking the northern 
route, which I was- to have followed in accordance 
with his desire and the plan we had made together. 
But I saw fnyself on the point of dying of hunger, 
and knew not what to do ; because the two men 
who were with me threatened openly to leave me 
in the night, and carry off the canoe, and every 

1 Descriplioa de la Loaisiane, nouvellement d&ouverie, Paris, 1688. 

2 iVouprf?e IM^averte.d'an tres grand Pai/s sila^dans I'Am^iqae, UtraM, 
1607. 
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thing in it, if T prevented tliem from going down 
the river to the nations below. Finding myself in 
this dilemma, I thought that I ought not to hesitate, 
and that I ought to prefer ray owa safety to the 
violent passion which possessed the Sieur de la 
Salle of enjoying alone the glorj' of this discovery. 
The two men, seeing that I had made up my mind 
to follow them, promised me entire fidelity ; so, 
after we had shaken hands together as a mutual 
pledge, we set out on our voyage." ^ 

He then proceeds to recount, at length, the par- 
ticulars of his alleged exploration. The story was 
distrusted from the first.^ Why ha.d he not told it 
before ? An excess of modesty, a lack of self- 
assertion, or a too sensitive reluctance to wound 
the susceptibilities of others, had never been found 
among his foibles. Yet some, perhaps, might have 
believed him, had he not, in the first edition of his 
book, gratuitously and distinctly declared that he 
did not make the voyage in question. " We had 
some designs," he says, " of going down the River 
Colbert [Mississippi] as far as its mouth ; but the 
tiibes that took us prisoners gave us no time to 
navigate this river both up and down." ^ 

In declaring to the world the achievement which 
he bad so long coiicealed and so explicitly denied, 
the wortliy missionaiy found himself in serious 

1 Noavelk Ddmicaeiie, 248, 250, 251. 

2 See file pre&ce of the Spanish translation hj Don Scbnalian !Fef- 
nandez fle Medrano, 1699, and also tlie letter of Gravier, dated 1701, in 
Sliea's Early Vai/agei on the Mmissippi. Barcia, Charlevoix, Kalm, and 
otlier early nritere, put a low value on Hennepin's verawty. 

3 Dtsciiptim de h Loahia»e, 218. 
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embarrassment. In his first book, he had stated 
that, on the twelfth of March, he left the mouth of 
the Illinois on his way northward, and that, on the 
eleventh of April, he was captured by the Sioux, 
near the mouth of the Wisconsin, five hundred 
miles above. This would give him only a month 
to make his alleged canoe-voyage from the Illinois 
to the Gulf of Mexico, and again upward to the 
place of his capture, — a distance of three thousand 
two hundred and sixty miles, "With his means 
of transportation, three months would have been 
insufficient.^ He saw the difficulty ; but, on the 
other hand, he saw that he could not greatly 
change either date without confusiiig the parts of 
his narrative which preceded and which followed. 
In this perplexity, he chose a middle course, 
which only involved him in additional contradic- 
tions. Having, as he affinns, gone down to the 
Gulf and returned to the mouth of the Illinois, 
he set out thence to explore the river above ; and 
he assigns the twenty-fourth of AprU as the date 
of this departure. This gives him forty-three days 
for his voyage to the mouth of the river and back. 
Looking farther, we find that, having left the Illi- 
nois on the twenty-fourth, he paddled his canoe 
two hundred leagues northward, and was then cap- 
tured by the Sioux on the twelfth of the same 

3 La Salle, in the following year, with a fcr better eq.u!pment, was 
more than three monlliB and a lialf in making the journey. A Misaieaippi 
trading-boat of the last generation, with sails and oars, ascending against 
the current, was thought to do remarkably well if it could make twenty 
miles a day. Hennepin, if we believe his own Btatements, must have 
ascended at an avernge rate of sixty miles, tliougb his canoe was targe 
and heavily laden. 
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moiitti. In short, he ensnares himself m a hope- 
less confusion of dates.' 

Here, one ivouM think, is sufficient .reason for 
rejecting his story ; and yet the general truth of 
the descriptions, and a certain verisimilitude which 
marks it, might easily deceive a careless reader and 
pei'plex a critical one. These, however, are easily 
explained. Sis years hefore Hennepin published 
his pretended discovery, his brother friar, Father 
Cliretien Le Clercq, published an account of the 
Recollet missions among the Indians, under the 
title of " fltablissement de la Foi." This book was 
suppressed by the French government; but a few 
copies fortunately sm'vived. One of these is now 
before me. It contains the journal of Father 
Zenobe Membre, on his descent of the Mississippi 
in 1681, in company with La Salle. The slightest 
compaiTson of his nai'rattve with that of Hennepin 
is sufficient to show that the latter framed his own 
story out of incidents and descriptions furnished hy 
his brother missionary, often using his very words, 
and sometimes copying entire pages, with no other 
alterations than such as were necessary to make 
himself, instead of La Salle and his companions, 
the hero of the exploit. The records of literaiy 

I Hennepin here liills into gratuitous inconsistenciei. In tiie edition 
of 16'J7, in order to gain a little dine, lie says tliat lie left tlio Illinois on 
Ilia Toy^e aouthvfard on the eighth of March, 1G80 ; and jet, in the pre- 
ceding chapter, he repeats tlie statement of the first edition, that he was 
detained at the Illinois hy ficadng ice till the twelfth. Again, he says ia 
the first edition, that ho was captured hj the Sioiuc on tho eleventh of 
April ; and in the edition of 1097, he changes this date to the tivolftli, 
without gaining any advanl!4;e hy doing so. 
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piracy may be searched in vain for an act of depre- 
dation more recklessly impudent,^ 

Such being the case, what faith can we put in 
the rest of Hennepin's story? Fortunately, there 
are tests by which the earlier parts of his book can 
be tried; and, on the whole, they square exceed- 
ingly well with contemporary records of undoubted 
authenticity. Bating his exaggerations respecting 
the Falls of Niag'ara, his local descriptions, and 
even his estimates of distance, are generally accu- 
rate. He constantly, it is true, magnifies his own 
acts, and thrusts himself forward as one of the 
chiefs of an enterprise, to the costs of which he 
had conti-ibuted nothing, and to whieh he was 
merely an appendage ; and yet, till he reaches the 
Mississippi, there can be no doubt that, in the 
main, he tells the truth. As for his ascent of that 

1 Hennepin may liave copied ftom tlie unpuTjIialiect journal of Membr^, 
wliloh the latter iiad plated in the hands of his supevlor, or lie may have 
compiled ftom Le Clercci's book, relying on the suppression of the edition 
to prevent detection. He certainly saw and used it, for iie elsewhere lior- 
rowa the exaut words of the editor. He is so careless that he steals from 
Memhre passages which he might easily have written for himself, as, for 
example, a description of the opossum and anotlier of the cougar, animals 
with which lie was aeq.aainteii. Compare the following pages of the 
Nomdie Ddcoaveiie with tlie corresponding pages of Le Clercq. ; Hen- 
nepin, 252, Le Clercq, ii. 217 ; H. 253, Le C, ii. 218 ; H, 257, Le C. ii. 
221 ; H. 2B9, Le C. ii. 224 ; H. 262, Le C. ii. 226 ; n, 265, Le C. ii. 929 ; 
H. 267, Le C. ii. 233 ; H. 270, Le 0. ii. 285 ; H. 280, Le C, ii. 240 1 II. 
295, Le C, ii, 249 ; H. 2911, Le C. ii. 250 ; H. 297, Lb C. ii. 258 ; H. 299, 
Le C. ii. 254; H. BOl, Le C. il. 257. Some of these parallel passages will 
he found in Sparts's Life of La Satle, where this remarkable fraud was 
first fully exposed. In Shea's Disconery of llie Mississippi, there is an 
excellent critical examination of Itennepin's works. His plagiarisms 
from Le Clercq are not confined to the passages cited above ; for, in his 
later editions, ho stole largely from other parts of the suppressed Elab- 
Ussemelit de Ul Foi. 
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river to the country of the Sioux, the general state- 
ment is fully confii'med by ^illusions of Tonty, and 
other contemporary writer'' ' For the details of 
the jouraey, we naui on Hennepin alone ; 

whose accomit of the c . and of the peculiar 

traits of its Indian occupa afford, as far as they 
go, good evidence of truth. Indeed, this part of 
his narrative could only have been written by one 
well versed in the savage life of this north-westeiir 
region.^ Trusting, then, to his guidance in the 

1 It is certain that persons haviDg the best means of information he- 
lieved at tie time in Hennepin's story of his journeys on the Upper Mis- 
sisBippi. Tlie compiler of the Behtion des fleiOMueries, who was in close 
relations ivitli La Salle and those who acted with him, does not intimate a 
doubt of the tenth of the report wMcli Hennepin, on his return, gave to 
tlio Provincial Commisearj' of his Order, and whieh is in substance tlie 
some ivhicli he published two years later. The Relation, it is to be ob- 
served, was written only a few months after tlie returnof Hennepin, anil 
embodies the pitU of his narrative of the Upper Mississippi, no part oi 
which had then been published. 

^ In this connectjou, it is well to examine the various Sioux words 
wMcli Hennepin uses incidentally, and which ha must liave acquired by 
personal intercourse with the tribe, as no frenchman then understood tlie 
language. These words, as far as my information reaches, are m every 
instance correct. Thus, he says that the Sioux called liis breviary a 
"bad spirit" — Ouackaach^, Wakamhe, or Wokanshecha, vioa\A express 
the same meaning in modern English spelling. He says elsewhere that 
they called the guns of his companions Mamaoaachtnch^, wliicli he trans- 
lates, "iron possessed with a bad spirit." The western Sioux to this 
day call a gun MoHnaiBaixoi, " metal possessed with a spirit." Chmga 
(shaika), " a dog," Quasi (wahsee), " a pine-tree," Chinnen (sSinnan), " a 
robe," or " garment," and oflier words, are given correctly, witli their 
interpretations. The word Loais, affirmed by Hennepin to mean " the 
sun," seems at first sight a wilful inancnracy, as this is not the word used 
in general by the Sioux. The Yankton Imnd of this people, however, 
call the sun oouee, which, it is evident, represents the French pronnncia. 
tion of Louis, omitting the initial letter. Tliis, Hennepin would be apt 
enough to supply, thereby conferring a compliment alilce on himself, 
Louis Hennepin, and on the King, Louis XIV., who, to the indignadon 
of his brother morarchs, had chosen the sun as his emblem. 

A variety of trivial incidents touched upon by Hennepin, while ra. 
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absence of better, let us follow in tlie wake of his 
adventurous canoe. 

It was laden deeply with goods belonging to La 
Salle, and meant by 1 -res'ents to Indians on 

the way, though the t" .rs, it appears, proposed 

to use them in trading their own account. The 
friai- was still wrapped his gray capote and hood, 
shod with sandalSj and decorated with the cord of 
St. Francis. As for his two companions, Accau^ 
and Du Gay, it is tolerably cleai- that the former 
was the real leader of the party, though Hennepin, 
after his custom, thrusts himself into the foremost 
place. Both were somewhat above the station of 
ordinary hired hands ; and Du Gay had an uncle 
who was an ecclesiastic of good credit at Amiens, 
his native place. 

In the forests that overhung the river, the buds 
were feebly swelling with advancing spring. There 
was game enough. They killed buifalo, deer, 
beavers, wild turkeys, and now and then a bear 
swimming in the river. With these, and the fish 
which they caught in abundance, they fared sump- 
tuously, though it was the season of Lent. They 
were exemplary, however, at their devotions. Hen- 
nepin said prayers at morning and night, and the 
angelus at noon, adding a petition to St. Anthony 
of Padua, that he would save thera from the peril 

eotinting his life among the Sioux, seem to me to afford a strong pre- 
sumpljonofan actual experience. I speak on this point with llio mora 
confidence, as tlie Indians in whose lodges I was once domesticated for 
several weelis, belonged to a western band of the sitme people. 

I Called Abo by Hennepin. In contemporary documents it is written 
Accau, Acau, D'Accau, Dacau, Dacan, and d'Aoeault. 
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that beset tlieir way. In ti'uth, there was a lion in 
the path. The ferocious character of the Sioux, 
or Dacotah, who occupied the region of the Upper 
Mississippi, was already known to the French ; and 
Hennepin, not without reason, prayed that it might 
bo his fortune to meet them, not by night, but by 
day. 

On the eleventh or twelfth of April, they stopped 
in the afternoon to repair their canoe ; and Henne- 
pin busied himself in daubing it with pitch, while 
the others cooked a turkey. Suddenly a fleet of 
Sioux canoes swept into sight, bearing a war-paily 
of a hundred and twenty naked savages, who, on 
seeing the travellers, raised a hideous clamor ; and 
some leaping ashore and others into the water, they 
surrounded the astonished Frenchmen in an instant, ' 
Hennepin held out the peace-pipe, but one of them 
snatched it from him. Next, he hastened to proffer 
a gift of Martinique tobacco, which was better re- 
ceived. Some of the old warriors repeated the 
name Miamiha, giving him to undei'stand that they 
were a war-party on the way to attack the Miamis ; 
on which Hennepin, with the help of signs and of 
marks which he drew on the sand with a stick, 
explained that the Miamis had gone across the 
Mississippi beyond their reach. Hereupon, ho says 
that three or four old men placed their hands on 
his head, and began a dismal wailmg, while he 
with his handkerchief wiped away theu tears 

I The edition of 1683 says tlmt tliere were tluctj three canoes that 
of 1697 raises the numljer to fifty. The number ot Inlmns is the same 
in both. The later narrative is more in detail than the former 
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in order to evince sympathy with their affliction, 
from whatever cause aiising. Notwithstanding 
this demonsti'ation of tenderness, they refused to 
smoke with him in his peace-pipe, and forced him 
and his companions to embai-k and paddle across 
the river ; while they all followed behind, uttering 
yells and howlings which froze the missionary's 
blood. 

On reaching the farther side, they made their 
camj3-fires, and allowed their prisoners to do the 
same. A.ccau and Du Gay slung theii' kettle ; while 
Hennepin, to propitiate the Sioux, carried to them 
two turkeys, of which there were several in the 
canoe. The warriors had seated themselves in 
a ring, to debate on the fate of the Frenclimen ; 
and two. chiefs presently explained to the friar, by 
significant signs, that it had been resolved that 
his head should be split with a war-club. This 
produced the effect which was no doubt intended. 
Hennepin ran to the canoe, and quickly returned 
with one of the men, both loaded with presents, 
which he threw into the midst of the assembly ; 
and then, bowing his head, offered them at the 
same time a hatchet with which to kill him if they 
washed to do so. His gifts and his submission 
seemed to appease them. They gave him and his 
companions a dish of beaver's flesh ; but, to his great 
concern, they returned his peace-pipe, an act which 
he interpreted as a sign of danger. That night, 
the Frenchmen slept little, expecting to be murdered 
before morning. There was, in fact, a great divi- 
sion of opinion among the Sioux, Some were for 
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killing them, and taking their goods ; while others, 
eager above all things that French traders should 
come among them with the knives, hatchets, and 
guns of which they had heard the value, contended 
that it would be impolitic to discourage the trade 
by putting to death its pioneers. 

Scarcely had morning dawned on the anxious 
captives, when a 'young chief, naked, and painted 
from head to foot, appeared before them, and asked 
for the pipe, which the friar gladly gave him. He 
filled it, smoked it, made the wai'riors do the same, 
and, having given this hopeful pledge of amity, told 
the Frenchmen that, since the Miamis were out of 
reach, the war-party would return home, and that 
they must accompany them. To this Hennepin 
gladly agreed, having, aa he declares, his gi-eat 
work of exploration so much at heart that he 
rejoiced in the prospect of achieving it even in 
their company. 

He soon, however, had a foretaste of the afflic- 
tion in store for him ; for, when he opened his 
breviaiy and began to mutter his morning devotion, 
his new companions gathered about him with faces 
that beti'ayed thek superstitious terror, and gave 
him to understand that his book was a bad spirit 
with which he must hold no more converse. They 
thought, indeed, that he was muttering a chann for 
their destruction. Accau and Du Gay, conscious 
of the danger, begged (he friar to dispense with 
his devotions, lest he and they alike should be 
tomahawked ; but Hennepin says that his sense of 
duty rose superior to his fears, and that he was 
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resolved to repeat his office at all hazards, though 
not until he had asked pardon of his two friends 
for thua imperilling their lives. Fortunately, he 
presently discovered a device by which his devotion 
and his prudence wei^e completely reconciled. He 
ceased the muttering which had alarmed the In- 
dians, and, 'with the breviary open on his knees, 
sang the service in loud and cheerful tones. As 
this had no savor of sorcery, and as they now 
imagined that the book was teaching its owner to 
sing for their amusement, they conceived a favor- 
able opinion of both alike. 

These Sioux, it may be observed, were the an- 
cestors of those who committed the horrible but 
not unprovoked massacres of 1863, in the valley 
of the St. Peter. Hennepin complains bitterly of 
theu' treatment of him, which, however, seems to 
have been tolerably good. Afraid that he would 
lag behind, as his canoe was heavy and slow,' they 
placed several waniors in it, to aid him and his 
men in paddling. They kept on their way from 
morning till night, building huts for their bivouac 
when it rained, and sleeping on the open ground 
when the weather was fair, which, says Hennepin, 
" gave us a good opportunity to contemplate the 
moon and stars." The three Frenchmen took the 
precaution of sleeping at the side of the young 
chief who had been the first to smoke the peace- 
pipe, and who seemed inclined to befriend them ; 

1 And yet it had, by his account, made a distance of Ihirteeii hundred 
and eighty miles from the month of tlie Misaiasippi upward in twenty -four 
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but there was another chief, one Aquipaguetin, a 
crafty old savage, who, having lost a son in war 
with the Miamis, was angry that the party had 
abandoned their expedition, and thus deprived him 
of his revenge. He therefore kept up a dismal 
lament through half the night ; while other old men, 
crouching over Hennepin as he lay trying to sleep, 
stroked him with their hands, and uttered waiiings 
so lugubrious that he was forced to the belief that 
he had been doomed to death, and that they were 
chaiitably bemoaning his fate.^ 

One night, they were, for some reason, unable to 
bivouac neai- their protector, and were forced to make 
their iire at the end of the camp. Here they were 
soon beset by a crowd of Indians, who told them 
that Aquipaguetin had at length resolved to toma 
hawk them. The malcontents were gathered in a 
knot at a little distance, and Hennepin hastened to 
appease them by another gift of knives and tobacco. 
This was but one of the devices of the old chief 
to deprive them of their goods without robbing 
them outright. He had with him the bones of a 
deceased relative, which he was carrying home 
wrapped in skins prepared with smoke after the 
Indian fashion, and gayly decorated with bands of 
dyed porcupine quills. He would summon his war- 
riors, and, placing these relics in the midst of the 

' This ireeping and wailing over Hennepin once seemed to me an 
ftiiannalf in his account of Sioux manners, as I am not aware tliat sucli 
practices are to be found among tliem at present. They are mentioned, 
however, liy other early writers. Le Sueur, who waa among tliem in 
1699-1700, was wept over no less than Hennepin. See the abstract of 
Ms journal in La Harpe. 
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assembly, call on all present to smoke in tlieir lionor ; 
after which Hennepin was required to offer a more 
substantial tribute in the shape of cloth, beads, 
hatchets, tobacco, and the like, to be laid upon the 
bundle of bones. The gifts thus acquired were 
then, in the name of the deceased, distributed 
among the persons present. 

On one occasion, Aquipaguetin killed a bear, and 
mvited the chiefs and wai-riors to feast upon it. 
They accordingly assembled on a prairie, west of 
the river ; 'and, the banquet over, they danced a 
" medicine-dance," They were all painted from 
head to foot, with their hair oiled, garnished with 
red and white feathers, and powdered with the 
down of birds. In this guise, they set their arms 
akimbo, and fell to stamping with such fury that 
the hard prame was dented with the prints of their 
moccasons ; while the chief's son, crying at the top 
of his throat, gave to each in turn the pipe of war. 
Meanwhile, the chief himself, singing in a loud and 
rueful voice, placed his hands on the heads of the 
three Frenchmen, and from time to time interrupted 
his music to utter a vehement harangue. Hennepin 
could not understand the words, but his heart sank 
as the conviction grew strong within him that these 
ceremonies tended to his destruction. It seems, 
however, that, after all the chief's efforts, his party 
was in the minority, tlie greater part being averse 
to either killing or robbing the three strangers. 

Every morning, at daybreak, an old wai'rior 
shouted the signal of departure ; and the recum- 
bent savages leaped up, manned their birchen fleet, 



I .y Google 



16S0.) A HARD JOUUNBT. 237 

and plied their paddles against the current, often 
without waiting to brealc their fast. Sometimea 
they stopped for a buffalo-hunt on the neighbor- 
ing prairies ; and there was no laclc of provisions. 
They passed Lake Pepin, which Hennepin called 
the Lake of Tears, by reason of the bowlings and 
lamentations here uttered over him by Aquipague- 
tin ; and, nineteen days after his capture, landed 
near the site of St. Paul. The father's sorrows 
now began in earnest. The Indians broke his cauoe 
to pieces, having first hidden their own among the 
alderTbushes. As they belonged to different bands 
and different villages, their mutual jealousy now 
overcame all their prudence, and each proceeded 
to claim his share of the captives and the booty. 
Happily, they made an amicable distribution, or it 
would have fared ill with the three Frenchmen ; and 
each taking his share, not forgetting the priestly 
vestments of Hennepin, the splendor of which they 
could not sufficiently admire, they set out across 
the country for thck villages, which lay towards 
the north, in the neighborhood of Lake Buade, 
now called Mille Lac. 

Being, says Hennepin, exceedingly tall and active, 
they walked at a prodigious speed, insomuch that 
no European could long keep pace with them. 
Though the month of May had begun, there were 
frosts at night; and the mai'shes and ponds were 
glazed with ice, which cut the missionary's legs 
as he waded through. They swam the larger 
streams, and Hennepin nearly perished with cold 
as he emerged from the icy current. His two 
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companions, who were smaller than he, and who 
could not swim, were carried over on the hacks 
of the Indians. They showed, however, no little 
endurance ; and he declares that he should have 
dropped hy the way, hut for their support. Seeing 
him disposed to lag, the Indians, to spur hira on, 
set fire to the dry grass behind him, and then, 
taking him by the hands, ran forwai'd with him to 
escape the flames. To add to his misery, he was 
nearly famished, as they gave him only a small 
piece of smoked meat, once a day, though it does 
not appear that they themselves fai'ed better. On 
the fifth day, being by this time in extremity, he 
saw a crowd of squaws and children approaching 
over the prairie, and presently descried the bark 
lodges of an Indian town. The goal was reached. 
He was among the homes of the Sioux. 
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HEiraEPIN AMONG THE SIOUX. 

SiOBS or Danoeb. — Adoftk 

— The HusiinqPaeti-.— 

— A Vaqauond Fbiar. — His Advkstures oM the MissrssiPFI. — 

GliETSOLON DU LlIUT. — ReTUHN TO CIVILIZATION. 

As Hennepin entered the village, he beheld a 
sight which caused him to invoke St. Anthony of 
Padua. In front of the lodges were certain stakes, 
to which were attached bundles of straw, intended, 
as he supposed, for burning him and his friends 
alive. His concern was redoubled when he saw 
the condition of the Picard Du Gay, whose hair and 
face had been painted with divers colors, and whose 
head was decorated with a tuft of white feathers. 
In this guise, he was entering the village, followed 
by a crowd of Sioux, who compelled him to sing 
and keep time to his own music by rattling a dried 
gourd containing a number of pebbles. The omens, 
indeed, were exceedingly threatening ; for treatment 
like this was usually followed by the speedy immo- 
lation of the captive. Hennepin ascribes it to the 
effect of his invocations, that, being led into one 
of the lodges, among a throng of staring squaws 
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and ehildrcn, ho ;i.nd his compaiiions were seated 
on the ground; and presented with large dishes of 
birch bark, containing a mess of wild rice boiled 
with dried whortleben-ies ; a repast which he de- 
clares to have been the best that had fa,]len to his 
lot since the day of his captivity.' 

This soothed his fears : but, as he allayed his 
famished appetite, he listened with anxious interest 

• Tlie Sioux, or Dacotah, as they call themselves, were a numerous 
people, separated into three great divisions, wliioh were again subdivided 
into bands. Those among wliom Heauepin was a prisoner belonged to 
the cUyision known as the Issanti, Issanyati, or, as he writes it, lasati, of 
which the principal band was the Meddewakantonwan. The otliergreat 
divisions, the Yanttons and the Tintonwnns, or Tetons, lived west of the 
Mississippi, extending beyond the Missouri, and ranging as iar as the 
Hooky Mountains. The Issanti. cultiyated tlie soil, hut the extreme west- 
em bands flnhsistod on the buffalo alone. The former had two kinds of 
dwelling, — the teepee or skin lodge, and the bark lodge. The teepee, which 
was ixsed by all the Sioux, ooneists of a covering of dressed buHalo hide 
stretched on a conical stivck of poles. The bark lodge was peculiar to the 
eaatem Sioux, and examples of it might be seen until within a few years 
among the bands on the St. Peter's. In its general character it was like 
the Huron and Iroquois houses, but was inferior m construction. It had 
a ridge roof framed of poles extending from the posts which formed the 
sides, and the whole was covered with elm-bark. The lodges in the vil- 
lages to which Hennepin was conducted were probably of this kind. 

The name Sioux is an abbreviation of Nadouessioiix, an Ojibwn word 
meaning memies. The Ojihwas used it to designate this people, and 
occasionally also the Iroquois, being at deadly war with botii. 

Rev. Stephen E. Higgs, for many years a missionary among the 
Issanti Sioux, says that tliis division consists of four distinct bands. Tliey 
ceded all tlieir lands east of the Mississippi to the United States in 1837, 
and lived on the St. Peter's till driven thence in consequence of tlie 
massacres of 1882, 18B3. The Yankton Sioux consist of two bands, which 
are sgaia subdivided. The Assiniboins, or Hohays, are an o:&hoot from 
the Yanktons, with whom they are now at war. The Titonwan or Teton 
Sioux, flirming the most western division, and the largest, comprise seven 
bands, and are among the bravest and fiercest tenants of the prairie. 

The earliest French writers estimate the total immher of the Sioux at 
ibrty Ihoussnd. Mr. Riggs, in 1852, placed it at about twenty-five thou- 
sand. Like many other Indian tribes, they seem practically incapable of 
civilization. 
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to the vehement jargon of the chiefs and warriors, 
who were disputing among themselves to whom 
the three captives should respectively belong ; for 
it seems that, as far as related to them, the ques- 
tion of distribution had not yet been detinitely 
settled. The debate ended in the assigning of 
Hennepin to his old enemy Aquipaguetin ; who, 
however, far from persisting in his evil designs, 
adopted him on the spot as his son. The three 
companions must now part company. Dn Gay, not 
yet quite reassured of his safety, hastened to con- 
fess himself to Hennepin, but Accau proved refrac- 
tory and refused the offices of religion, which did 
not prevent the friar from embracing them both, 
as he says, with an extreme tenderness. Tired as 
he was, he was forced to set out with his self- 
styled father to his village, which was fortunately 
not far off. An unpleasant walk of a few miles 
through woods and marshes brought them to the 
borders of a sheet of water, apparently Lake Buade, 
wliere five of Aquipaguetin's wives received the 
party in three canoes, and ferried them to an island 
on which the village stood. 

At the entrance of the chief's lodge, Hennepin 
was met by a decrepit old Indian, withered with 
age, who offered him the peace-pipe, and placed 
him on a hear-skin which was spread by the fire. 
Here, to relieve his fatigue, for he was well-nigh 
spent, a small boy anointed his limbs with the fat 
of a wild cat, supposed to be sovereign in these 
cases by reason of the great agility of that animal. 
His new father gave hun a bark platter of fish, 



I .y Google 



242 HENNEPIN AMONG THE SIOUX. [16S0. 

covered him with, a buffalo robe, and showed him six 
or aeren of his wives, who were tlienceforth, he was 
told, to regard him as a son. The chief's house- 
hold was numerous ; and his allies and relations 
formed a considerable clan, of which the missionary 
found himself an involuntary member. He was 
scandalized when he saw one of his adopted brothers 
carrying on his back the bones of a deceased friend, 
wrapped in the chasuble of brocade which they had 
taken with other vestments from his box. 

Seeing their new relative so enfeebled that he 
could scarcely stand, the Indians made for him 
one of their sweating baths;' where they immersed 
him in steam three times a week ; a process from, 
which he thinks he derived great benefit. His 
strength' gradually returned, in spite of his meagre 
fare ; for there was a dearth of food, and the 
squaws were less attentive to his wants than to 
those of their children. They respected him, how- 
ever, aa a person endowed with occult powers, and 
stood in no little awe of a pocket compass which 
he had with him, as well as of a small metal pot 
with feet moulded after the face of a lion. This 
last seemed in their eyes a " medicine " of the most 
formidable nature, and they would not touch it with- 
out first wrapping it in a beaver-skin. For the rest, 
Hennepin made himself useful in various ' ways. 
He shaved the heads of the children, as was the 

1 These batha consiEt of a small hut, coveted doselj with buf61<*- 
skins, into whicli the patient and his friends enter, oarefully closing every 
aperture. A pQe of heated stones is placed in tiie middle, and water ia 
poured upon them, rising a dense vapor. Tliey ore etlll, 1868, in use 
among the Sioux and some other trlhes. 
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custom of the tribe, bled certain asthmatic persons, 
and dosed others with orvietan, the famous pana- 
cea of his time, of which he had brought with him 
a good supply. "With respect to his missionary 
functions, he seems to have given himself little 
trouble, unless his attempt to make a Sioux vocab- 
ulary is to be regarded as preparatory to a future 
apostleship. "I could gain nothing over them," 
he says, " in the way of their salvation, by reason 
of their natural stupidity." Nevertheless, on one 
occasion he baptized a sick child, naming it Antoi- 
nette in honor of St. Anthony of Padua. It seemed 
to revive after the rite, but soon relapsed and pre- 
sently died, " which," he writes, " gave me great 
joy and satisfaction." In this, he was like the 
Jesuits, who could' find nothing but consolation in 
the death of a newly baptized infant, since it was 
thus assured of a paradise which, had it lived, it 
would probably have forfeited by sharing in the 
superstitions of its parents. 

With respect to Hennepin and his Indian father, 
there seems to have been little love on either side ; 
but Ouasicoude, the principal chief of the Sioux of 
this region, was the fast friend of the three white 
men. He was angry that they had been robbed, which 
he had been unable to prevent, as the Sioux had no 
laws, and their chiefs little power ; but he spoke his 
mind freely, and told Aquipaguetin and the rest, in 
full council, that they were like a dog who steals a 
piece of meat from a dish, and runs away with it. 
When Hennepin complained of hunger, the Indians 
had always promised him that early in tlie summer 
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he should go with, them on a huffalo hunt, and have 
food in abundance. The time at length came, and 
the inhabitants of all the neighboring villages pre- 
pared for departure. To each several band was 
assigned its special hunting-ground, and be was 
expected to accompany his Indian father. To this 
he demuiTed ; for he feai'ed lest Aquipaguetin, angry 
at tire words of the great chief, might take this 
opportunity to revenge the insult put upon him. 
He therefore gave out that be expected a party of 
" sphits," that is to say, Frenchmen, to meet him 
at the mouth of the Wisconsin, bringing a supply 
of goods for the Indians ; and he declares that La 
Salle had in fact promised to send ti'aders to that 
place. Be this as it may, the Indians believed him ; 
aud, true or false, the assertion, as will be seen, an- 
swered the purpose for which it was made. 

The Indians set out in a body to the number 
of two hundred and fifty warriors, with their women 
and children. The three Frenchmen, who, though 
in different villages, had occasionally met daring 
the two months of then- captivity, were all of the 
party. They descended Eum River, which forms 
the outlet of Mtlle Lac, and which is called the 
St. Francis, by Hennepin. None of the Indians 
had offered to give him passage ; and, fearing lest 
he should be abandoned, he stood on the bank, 
hailing the passing canoes and begging to be taken 
in. Accau and Du Gay presently appeared, pad- 
dling a small canoe which the Indians had given 
them ; but they would not listen to the missionary's 
call, and Accau, who had no love for him, cried 
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out Aat lie, had paddled him long enough already. 
Two Indians, however, took pity on him, and brought 
him to the place of encampment, where Du Gay 
tried to excuse himself for his conduct, but Accau 
was suUen and kept aloof. 

After reaching the Mississippi, the whole party 
encamped together opposite to the mouth of Hum 
River, pitching their tents of skin, or building their 
bark huts, on the slope of a hill by the side of the 
water. It was a wild scene, this camp of savages 
among whom as yet no traders had come and no 
. handiwork of civilization had found its way ; the 
tall waniors, some nearly naked, some wrapped in 
buffalo robes, and some in shirts of di'essed deer- 
skin fringed with hair and embroidered with dyed 
porcupine quills, war-clubs of stone in their hands, 
and quivers at their backs filled with stone-headed 
arrows ; the squaws, cutting smoke-dried meat with 
knives of flint, and boiling it in rude earthen pots 
of their own maldng, driving away, meanwhile, 
with shrill cries, the troops of lean dogs, who dis- 
puted the meal with a crew of hungry children. 
The whole camp, indeed, was threatened with star- 
vation. The three white men could get no food but 
unripe berries, from the effects of which Hennepin 
thinks they might all have died, but for timely 
doses of his orvietan. 

Being tu-ed of the Indians, he became anxious 
to set out for the Wisconsin to find the party of 
Frenchmen, real or imaginary, who were to meet 
him at that place. That he was permitted to do 
so was due to the uifluence of the great chief 
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Ouasicoxide, who always befriended him, aiid who 
had soundly berated his two companions for refusing 
him a seat in theu" canoe. Du Gay wished to go 
with him ; but Accau, who liked the Indian life as 
much as he disliked Hennepin, preferred to remain 
with the hunters. A small birch canoe was given 
to the two adventurers, together with an earthen 
pot ; and they had also between them a gun, a knife, 
and a robe of beaver-skin. Thus equipped, they 
began their journey, and soon approached the Falls 
of St. Anthony, so named by Hennepin in honor 
of the inevitable St. Anthony of Padua.^ As they 
were carrying their canoe by the cataract, they saw 
five or six Indians, who had gone before, one of 
whom had climbed into an oak-tree beside the 
pruicipal fall, whence in a loud and lamentable 
voice he was haranguing the spuit of the waters, 
as a sacritice to whom he had just hung a robe of 
beaver-skin among the branches.^ Then' attention 

1 Hennepin's notice of the Falls of St. Anthony, though brief, is auffi- 
cicntly accnrate. He says, in liia first edition, tliat they are forty or fifty 
feet higli, but aads ten feet more in tlie edition of 1697. In 1821, according 
to Schoolcraft, the perpendicular ftdl measured forty feet. Gireat changes, 
honever, have taken place hero and are still in progress. The rock is a 
Tery soft, friable sandstone, overlaid by a stratum of limestone ; and it is 
crumbling with such rapidity under the action of the water that the cata- 
ract will soon be little more tlian a rapid. Other clianges equally dis- 
astrous, in an artistic point of view, are going on even more quickly. 
Beside the fella stands a cily, nhicli, bj an ingenious combination of the 
Greek and Sioux langu^es has received the name of Minneapolis, or 
City of th W t d 1 h, in 1867, contained ten tliousaod inliabi- 

tauta, two ti 1 b k d an opera-house, while its rival city of St, 
Anthony, mm d t ly ppo te, boasted a gigantic water-cure and a State 
nnivereily In h t 11 gieat natural beauty of the place is utterly 
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was soon engrossed by another object. Looking 
over the edge of the cliff which overhung the river 
below the falls, Hennepin saw a snake, which, as he 
avers, was six feet long,^ writhing upward towards 
the holes of the swallows in the face of the preci- 
pice, in order to devom- their young. He pointed 
him out to Du Gay, and they pelted him with, stones, 
till he fell into the river, but not before his contor- 
tions and the darting of his forked tongue had so 
affected the Picard's imagination that he was haunted 
that night with a teiTific incubus. 

They paddled sixty leagues down the river in the 
heats of July, and killed no lai'ge game but a single 
deer, the meat of which soon spoiled. Their main 
resource was the turtles, whose shyness and watch- 
fulness caused them frequent disappointments, and 
many involuntary fasts. They once captured one 
of more than common size ; and, as they were 
endeavoring to cut off his head, he was near aven- 
ging himself by snapping off Hennepin's finger. 
There was a herd of buffalo in sight on the neigh- 
boring prairie ; and Du Gay went with his gun in 
pursuit of them, leavmg the turtle in Hennepin's 
custody. Scarcely was he gone when the friar, 
raising his eyes, saw that their canoe, which they 
had left at the edge of the water, had floated out 



It was he who createil the earth, like the Algonquin Manahozho, from 
mvid brought to him in the pnws of a musk-rat. Carver, in 1766, saw an 
Indian throw every thing he had about him into the cataract as an oBer- 
ing to this deity. 

1 In the edition of 1688. In that of 1697 ho has grown to seven or 
eight feet. The bank-Bwallows Btiil make their nests in these clifFs, 
boring eaaly inlo the soft Incohesive sandstone. 
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into the current. Hastily turning the turtle on his 
back, he covered him with his habit of St. Francis, 
on which, for greater security, he laid a number of 
stones, and then, being a good swimmer, struck out 
in pursuit of the canoe, which he at length over- 
took. Finding that it would overset if he tried 
to climb into it, he pushed it before him to the 
shore, and then paddled towards the place, at some 
distance above, where he had left Uie turtle. He 
had no sooner reached it than he heard a strange 
sound, and beheld a long file of buffalo, — bulls, 
cows, and calves, — entering the water not far off, to 
cross to the western bank. Having no gun, as 
became his apostolic vocation, he shouted to Du 
Gay, who presently appeared, running in all haste ; 
and they both paddled in pursuit of the game. Du 
Gay aimed at a young cow, and shot her in the head. 
She fell in shallow water near an island, where some 
of the herd had landed ; and, bemg unable to drag 
her out, they waded into the water and butchered 
her where she lay. It was forty-eight hours since 
they had tasted food. Hennepin made a fire, while 
Du Gay cut up the meat. They feasted so boimti- 
fully that they both fell ill, and were forced to remain 
two days on the island, taking doses of orvietan, 
before they were able to resume their journey. 

Apparently they were not sufB.ciently versed in 
woodcraft to smoke the meat of the cow ; and the 
hot sun soon robbed them of it. They had a few 
fish-hooks, but were not always successful in the 
use of them. On one occasion, being neai-ly 
famished, they set their line, and lay watching it. 
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uttering prayers in turn. Suddenly, there was a 
great turmoil in the water, Du Gay ran to tlic line, 
and, with the help of Hennepin, drew in two large 
cat-fish.' The eagles, or fish-hawks, now and then 
dropped a newly caught fish, of which they gladly 
took possession ; and once they found a purveyor in 
an otter which they saw by the bank, devouring 
some object of an appearance so wonderful that Du 
Gay cried out that he had a devil between his paws. 
They scared him from his prey, which proved to be 
a spade-fish, or, as Hennepin correctly describes it, 
a species of sturgeon, with a bony projection from 
his snout in the shape of a paddle. They broke 
their fast upon him, undeterred by this eccentric 
appendage. 

If Hennepin had had an eye for sceneiy, he 
would have found in these his vagabond rovings 
wherewith to console himself in some measure for 
his frequent fasts. The young Mississippi, fresh 
from its northern springs, unstained as yet by unhal- 
lowed union with the riotous Missouri, flowed calmly 
on its way amid strange and unique beauties ; a 
wilderness, clothed with velvet grass ; forest- 
shadowed valleys ; loftj' heights, whose smooth 
slopes seemed levelled with the scythe ; domes and 
pinnacles, ramparts and ruined towers, the work of 
no human hand. The canoe of the voyagers, borne 
on the tranquil current, glided in the shade of gray 
ci-ags festooned with blossoming honeysuckles ; by 

' Hennepin speaks of their eize with ustonisliment, and says lliat the 
two together woulcl weigh twenty-five pounds. CnMish hove hooii talten 
in the Mississippi weigliing more lliaii a liundred anil fifty pounds. 
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trees mantled with wild grape-vines, dells bright 
with the flowers of the white euphorbia, the blue 
gentian, and the purple balm; and matted forests, 
where the red squhrels leaped and chattered. They 
passed the great cliff whence the Indian maiden 
threw herself in her despair ; ^ and Lake Pepin lay 
before them, slumbering in the July sun ; the far- 
reaching sheets of sparkling water, the woody slopes, 
the tovrer-like crags, the grassy heights basking in 
sunlight or shadowed by the passing cloud ; all the 
fair outline of its graceful scenery, the finished and 
polished masterwork of Nature. And when at even- 
ing they made their bivouac fii'e, and drew up their 
canoe, while dim, sultry clouds veiled the west, and 
the flashes of the silent heat-lightning gleamed on 
the leaden water, they could listen, as they smoked 
their pipes, to the strange, mournful cry of the whip- 
poorwills, and the quavering scream of the owls, 

Other thoughts than the study of the picturesque 
occupied the mind of Hennepm, when one day he 
saw his Indian father, Aquipaguetin, whom he had 
supposed five hundred miles distant, descending the 
river with ten warriors in canoes. He was eager to 
be the first to meet the traders, who, as Hennepin 
had given out, were to come with their goods to the 
moutii of the Wisconsin. The two travellers trem- 
bled for the consequences of this encounter ; but 
the chief, after a short colloquy, passed on his way. 

1 The " Lover's Leap," or " Maiden's Rock," fi'om wliieh a Sioux girl, 
Winona, or tlie "Eidest Born," is a^d to have ttirown lieraelf in tiie 
deap^r of disappointed affection. Tlie story, whicli seems founded in 
trath, ivill be found, not vritliout embeUisluaents, in Mrs. Easttnnn's 
L^enda of the Sioux. 
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In three days he returned in ill-humor, having found 
no traders at the appointed spot. The Picard was 
absent at the time, looking for game, and Hennepin 
was sitting under the shade of his blanket, which he 
had stretched on forked sticks to protect him from 
the sun, when he saw his adopted father approach- 
ing with a threateniiig look and a war-club in his 
hand. He attempted no violence, however, but suf- 
fered his wi'ath to exhale in a severe scolding, after 
which he resumed his course up the river with his 
waniors. 

If Hennepin, as he avers, really expected a party 
of traders at the Wisconsin, the course he now took 
is sufficiently explicable. If he did not expect them, 
his obvious course was to rejoin Tonty on the Illi- 
nois, for which he seems to have had no inclination ; 
or to return to Canada by way of the Wisconsin, an 
attempt which involved the risk of starvation, as the 
two ti-aveUers had but ten charges of powder left. 
Assuming, then, his hope of the traders to have been 
real, he and Du Gay resolved, in the mean time, to 
join a lai'ge body of Sioux hunters, who, as Aquipa- 
guetin had told them, were on a stream which he 
calls Bull River, now the Chippeway, entering the 
Mississippi near Lake Pepin. By so doing, they 
would gain a supply of food, and save themselves 
from the danger of encountering parties of roving 
warriors. 

They found this band, among whom was their 
companion Accau, and followed them on a grand 
hunt along the borders of the Mississippi. Du Gay 
was separated for a time from Hemiepin, who was 
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placed in a canoe with a withered squaw more than 
eighty years old. In spite of her age, she handled 
her paddle with admirable address, and used.it vigor- 
ously, as occasion required, to repress the gambols 
of three children, who, to Hennepin's great annoy- 
ance, occupied the middle of the canoe. The hunt 
was successful. The Sioux warriors, active as deer, 
chased the buffalo on foot with their stone-headed 
arrows, on the plains behind the heights that bor- 
dered the river ; while the old men stood sentinels 
at the top, watching for the approach of enemies. 
One day an alann was given. The warriors rushed 
towards the supposed point of danger, but found 
nothing more fonnidable than two squaws of their 
own nation, who brought strange news. A war- 
party of Sioux, they said, had gone towards Lake 
Superior, and met by the way five " Spirits ; " that is 
to say, five Europeans, Hennepin was full of curi- 
osity to learn who the strangers might be ; and they, 
on their part, were said to have shown great anxiety 
to know the nationality of the three white men who, 
as they were told, were on the river, ITie hunt was 
over ; and the hunters, with Hennepin and his com- 
panion, were on their way northward to their 
towns, when they met the five " Spirits" at some dis- 
tance below the Falls of St, Anthony. They proved 
to be Daniel Greysolon du Lhut, with four well- 
ai'med Frenchmen. 

This bold and enterprising man, stigmatized by 
tiie Intendant Duchesneau as a leader of coureurs 
de hois, was a cousin of Tonty, born at Lyons. He 
belonged to that caste of the lesser nobles, whose 
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name was legion, and whose admirable military 
qualities shone forth so conspicuously in the wars 
of Louis XIV. Though, his enterprises were inde- 
pendent of those of La Salle, they were, at this 
time, carried on in connection with Count Frontenac 
and certain merchants in his interest, of whom Du 
Lhut's uncle, Pati'on, was one ; while Louvigny, his 
brother-in-law, was in alliance with the Governor, 
and was an ofB.cer of his guard. Here, then, was a 
kind of family league, countenanced by Frontenac, 
and acting conjointly with him, in order, if the angry 
letters of the Intendant are to be believed, to reap 
a clandestine profit under the shadow of the Gover- 
nor's authority, and in violation of the royal ordi- 
nances. The rudest part of the work fell to the 
share of Da Lhut, who, with a persistent hardi- 
hood, not surpassed, perhaps, even by La Salle, was 
continually in the forest, in the Indian towns, or 
in remote wilderness outposts planted by himself, 
exploring, trading, fighting, ruling lawless savages, 
and whites scarcely less ungovernable, and, on one 
or more occasions, vailing his life by crossing the 
ocean, to gain interviews with the colonial minister, 
Seignelay, amid the splendid vanities of Versailles. 
Strange to say, this man of hardy enterprise was a 
martyr to the gout, which, for more than a quarter 
of a century, grievously tormented him ; though 
for a time he thought himself cured by the interces- 
sion of the Iroquois saint, Catharine Tegahkouita, to 
whom he had made a tow to that end. He was, 
without doubt, an habitual breaker of the royal 
ordinances regulating the fur-trade ; yet his services 
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were great to the colony and to tlie crown, and his 
name deseiTes a place of honor among the pioneers 
of American civilization.^ 



1 The fects concerning Du Lhnt ha^e been gleaned from a variety of 
contemporary documents, chiefly tlie letters of hia enemy, Duchesneau, 
wiio always pats liim in the worst light, especially in hia despatch to 
Seignelay of 10 Nor. 1679, where he charges both him and the Governor 
with carrying on an illicit trade with the English of New Tork, an ex- 
ample, which, if followed, would ruin the colony by diverting the flources 
of its support to its rival. DuLliut built a trading fort on Lake Superior, 
called Cnnanietigoyaii (La Hontan), or Kamalastjgouia (Perrot). It was 
on the north 'd ' t tl tl f ' entering Thunder Bay, where 

!Fort Williani d In 1664! sed two IndLins, who had mur- 

dered Eevcral Pr 1 Lak S p nor, to be shot. He displayed 

In this ntlhir g t ir g 1 ool undaunted by the crowd of 

excited aavag h ro d d 1 m and his little band of rrenchmeo. 

The long lett 1 h 1 1 capture and execution of the 

murderers, ia 1 f ra D 1 akes his conduct on this occo- 

Bion the gton d f h g f 1 es In 1686, Denonville, tlien Gov- 
ernor of the colony, ordereiJ liim to fortify the Detroit ; that ia, the strut 
between Lakes Erie and Huron. He went thither with 6fly men and 
built a palisade fi)rt, which he occupied for some time. In 1637, he, 
tO!,^ther with Tonty and Durantaye, joined Denonville against the Sen- 
ecas, with a body of Indians from the Upper Lakes. In 1689, during the 
panic that followed the Iroquois invasion of Montreal, Du Lhut, with 
twenty-eight Canadians, attacked twenty-two Iroquois in canoes, received 
their flre without returning it, bore down upon them, killed eighteen of 
them, and captured tliree, only one escaping. In 1695, he was in com- 
mand at Fort Frontenao. In 1697, he succeeded to the eomrannd of a 
company of infentry, but was snfRiring wretciiedly from the gout at Fort 
Fronleiiac. In niO,Vaudreuil, in a despatch to the minister, PonoharCrain, 
announced hia death as occurring in the previona winter, and added the 
brief comment, " c'o'tail nn trfes-honnSte homme." Other contemporaries 
speak to the same effect. " M'- Dulhnt, Genlilhomme Lionnois, ^ui a 
beaucoup de mfirite et de capacit<i." — La Hontan, i. 103 (1703). " Le 
Sieur du Lut, homnie d'esprit et d'expifrience." — Le Clercq, ii. 187. 
Charlevoix calls him " one of the bravest offtcere the King has ever had 
in tins colony." His name is variously spelled Du Luc, Du Lud, Dtt 
Lade, Du Lut, Dn Luth, Du Lhut. For an account of the Iroquois 
virgin, Tegahkouita, whose interceasion is said to have cured him of the 
goat, see Cliarlevoix, i. 572. 

On a contemporary manuscript map by the Jesuit Baffeix, represent- 
ing the routes of Marquette, La Salle, and Du Lhut, are the following 
words, referring to tlie last-named discoverer, and interesting in connec- 
tion with Hennepin's statements; "M'-duLudele premier a est^chezles 
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When Hennepin met him, he had been about 
two yeai-s in the wilderness. In September, 1678, 
he left Qnebec for the purpose of exploring the 
region of the Upper Mississippi, and establishing 
relations of friendship with the Sioux and their 
kindred, the Assiniboins. In the summer of 1619, 
he visited three large towns of the eastern division 
of the Sioux, including those visited by Hennepin 
in the following year, and planted the king's arms in 
all of them. Early in the autumn, he was at the 
head of Lake Superior, holding a council with 
the Assiniboins and the lake tribes, and inducing 
them to live at peace with the Sioux. In all this, 
he acted in a public capacity, under the authority 
of the Governor ; but it is not to be supposed that 
he forgot his own interests or tliose of his asso- 
ciates. The Intendant angrily complains that he 
aided and abetted the coureurs de hois in their law- 
less courses, and sent down in their canoes great 
quantities of beaver-skins consigned, to the mer- 
chants in league with him, under cover of whose 
names the Governor reaped his share of the profits. 
In June, 1680, while Hennepin was in the Sioux 
villages, Du Lhut set out from the head of Lake 
Superior with two canoes, four Frenchmen, and 
an Indian, to continue his explorations,' He as- 
cended a river, apparently the Burnt Wood, and 
reached from thence a branch of the Mississippi 

Sioux en 167S, et a sstd proehe la source flu Miasisaippi, et enauite vint 
redrer le P. Louis {Benneptn) qui aroit est^ feit prisonnier diez lea Sioux." 
Du Lhut here appears as the deliverer of Hennepm. 

1 Abstracts of letters in Meraoir on the French Dominion in Canada, N.Y 
Col. Ikics.. iK. 781. 
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which seems to have been the St. Croix. It was 
now that, to his surprise, he learned that there 
were three Europeans on the main river below ; 
and, fearing that they might be Englishmen or 
Spaniards, encroaching on the territories of the 
king, he eagerly pressed forward to solve Ms 
doubts. When he saw Hennepin, his mind was 
set at rest ; and the travellers met with a mutnal 
cordiality. They followed the Indians to their 
villages of Dtlille Lac, where Hennepin had now 
no reason to complam of then- treatment of him. 
The Sioux gave him and Du Lhut a grand feast 
of honor, at which were seated a hundred and 
twenty naked guests ; and the great chief Ouasi- 
coud6, with his own hands, placed before Hennepin 
a bark dish containing a mess of smoked meat and 
wild rice. 

Autumn had come, and the travellers bethought 
them of going home. The Sioux, consoled by their 
promises to return with goods for trade, did not 
oppose their departure ; and they set out together, 
eight white men in all. As they passed St. Antho- 
ny's Ealls, two of the men stole two buffalo robes 
which were hung on trees as offerings to the spint 
of the cataract. When Du Lhut heard of it, he 
was very angry, telling the men that they had 
endangered the lives of the whole party. Henne- 
pin admitted that, in the view of human prudence, 
he was right, but urged that the act was good and 
praiseworthy, inasmuch as the offerings were made 
to a false god ; while the men, on their part, proved 
mutinous, declaiing that they wanted the robes and 
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meant to keep them. The travellers coiitimicd 
their journey hi great ill humor, but were pres- 
ently soothed by the excellent hunting which they 
found on the way. As they approached the Wis- 
consin, they stopped to dry the meat of the buffalo 
they had kUled, when to their amazement they saw 
a war-party of Sioux approaching in a fleet of 
canoes. Hennepin represents himself as showing 
on this occasion an extraordinary courage, going 
to meet the Indians with a peace-pipe, and instruct- 
ing Du Lhut, who knew more of these matters 
than he, how it behooved him to conduct himself. 
The Sioux proved not unfriendly, and said nothing 
of the theft of the buffalo robes. They soon went 
on their way to attack the Illinois and Missouris, 
leaving the Frenchmen to ascend the Wisconsin 
unmolested. 

After various adventures, they reached the station 
of the Jesuits at Green Bay ; but its existence 
is wholly ignored by Hennepin, whose zeal for his 
own order will not permit him to allude to this 
establishment of the rival missionaries.^ He is 
equally reticent with regard to the Jesuit mission at 
Michillimackinac, where the party soon after arrived, 
and where they spent the winter. The only intima- 
tion which he gives of its existence consists m the 
mention of the Jesuit Pierson, who was a Fleming 
like himself, and who often skated with him on the 
frozen lake, or kept him company in fishing through 

> On the ottet liand, he aets flown on his map of 16S3 a miaeion oE 
the E&ollets at a point north of the farthest sources of the Mississippi, to 
wiiicli no wliite man Imd ever penetrated. 
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a hole in the ice.^ When the spring opened, Hen- 
nepin descended Lake Huron, followed the Detroit 
to Lake Erie, and proceeded thence to Niagara. 
Here he spent some time in making a fresh exami- 
nation of the cataract, and then resumed his voyage 
on Lake Ontario. He stopped, however, at the 
great town of the Senecas, near the Genessce, where, 
with his usual sphit of meddling, he took upon him 
the functions of the civil and military authorities, 
convoked the chiefs to a council, and urged them to 
set at liberty certain Ottawa prisoners whom they 
had captured in violation of treaties. Having settled 
this affaii' to his satisfaction, he went to Fort Fron- 
tenac, where hig brother missionai'y, Buisset, re- 
ceived him with a welcome rendered the warmer by 
a story which had reached him, that the Indians had 
hanged Hennepin with his own cord of St. Prancis. 
From Fort Frontenac he went to Montreal ; and 
leaving his two men on a neighboring island, that 
they might escape the payment of duties on a quan- 
tity of furs which they had with them, he paddled 
alone towards the town. Count Frontenac chanced 
to be here ; and, looking from the window of a house 
near the river, he saw, approaching in a canoe, a 
Recollet father, whose appearance indicated the ex- 
tremity of hard service ; for his face was worn and 
sunburnt, and his tattered habit of St. Francis was 
abundantly patched with scraps of buffalo skin. 



1 He Bays tliat inerson liad com« amoi^ the Indians to learn tlioir Ian- 
guage ; tliat he " retained the franknesi and rectitude of one country," 
and " a disposition always on tlie side of candor and sincerity. In a trord, 
he seemed to me to be all that a Christian ought to he " (169T|, 433. 
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When at lengtli he recognized the long-lost Henne- 
pin, he received him, as the father writes, " with all 
the tenderness which a missionary could expect from 
a person of his rank and quality." ' He kept him 
for twelve days in his own house, and listened with 
interest to such of his adventures as the fi-iar saw 
fit to divulge. 

And here we bid farewell to Father Hennepin. 
" Providence," he writes, " preserved my life that I 
might make known my groat discoveries to the 
world." He soon after went to Europe, where the 
story of his travels found a host of readers, but 
where he died at last in a deserved obscurity.^ 

1 (1697), 471. 

* More tlinn twenty eilitioiia of Hennepin's liavels appeared, in French, 
English, Dutch, German, Italian, and Spanish. MosCof them include the 
]nendnciou9 ntin-!itive of the pretended descent of the Missiseippi. Tor a 
list of ttiem, see Hist. Mag., i. 846 ; ii. 21. 

The ibUowing is {rom a letter of La Salle, dated at Fort Frontenac, 
22 Aug. 1681. This, with one or two other passages of his letters, shows 
that he understood the friar's cliaracler, though he could scarcely have 
foreseen liis scandalous attempts to de&nie him and roh him of his just 
honors. " J'ai cru qu'il iltolt ^ propos de yous faire le narr^ des aventurea 
de ce canot (du Picard et d'Accau) parce que je ne doute pas qu'on n'en 
parle ; et si vous souhaitez en conKrer aveo le P. Louis Hempin (sic) 
Recollect qui est repassiS en France, il &ut un peu le oonnaitre, car il ne 
manquora pas d'exagSrer tontes choses, c'est son earaot^re, et U moy 
mesme il m'a eorit comme a'il eust estfi tout prfes d'estre brule, quoiqn'U 
n'en ^t pas este seulement en danger ; inais U croit qu'il lui est honorable 
de le thire de la sorle, et il park pl«a con/ormdaienl a ce qu'il veat qu'ii ce 
qu'il fait." I am indehted ibr tlje above to M. Margry. 

In 1399, Hennepin wished to return to Canada ; but, in a letter of that 
year, Louis XIV. orders the Governor to seize him, should he appear, and 
send htm prisoner to liochefort. This seems to have been in consequence 
of hia renouncing tlie service of tlie French crown and dedicating his edi- 
tion of 1697 to William III. of England. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



LA SALLE BEGINS ANEW. 

His Constancy. — Hia Plans. — Hia Savagb Allies. — Hi! eecomea 
Snow-BtinD. — NaGOTiATiotis. — Geand Council. — La Salle's Ora- 
TOEV. — Meeting wcch Tomty. — Pbeeaiiatjos — Defautuhi!. 

In tracing the adventures of Tonty and the rov- 
ings of Hennepin, we have lost sight of La Salle, 
the pivot of the enterprise, Returning from the 
desolation and horror in the valley of the Illinois, 
he had spent the winter at Fort Miami, on the St. 
Joseph, by the borders of Lake Michigan. Here lie 
might have brooded on the redoubled ruin that had 
befallen him: the desponding fiiends, the exulting 
foes: the wasted energies, the crushing load of debt, 
the stormy past, the black and lowering future. 
But his mind was of a different temper. He had 
no thought but to grapple with adversity, and out of 
the fragments of his ruin to rear the fabric of a 
triumphant success. 

He would not recoil ; but he modified Ms plans 
to meet the new contingency. His white enemies 
had found, or rather perhaps had made, a savage 
ally in the Iroquois. Then' incursions must be 
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stopped, or his enterprise would come to nought ; 
and he thought he saw the means by which this 
new danger could be converted into a source of 
strength. The tribes of the West, threatened by the 
common enemy, might he taught to forget their mu- 
tual animosities, and join in a defensive league, with 
La Salle at its head. They might be colonized 
around his fort in the valley of the Illinois, where, 
in the shadow of the French flag, and with the aid 
of French allies, they could hold the Iroquois in 
check, and acquire, in some measui'e, the arts of 
a settled life. The Franciscan friai's could teach 
them the faith ; and La Salle and his associates could 
supply thein with goods, in exchange for the vast 
harvest of furs which their hunters could gather in 
these boundless wilds. Meanwhile, he would seek 
out the mouth of the Mississippi ; and the furs 
gathered at his colony in the Illinois would then 
find a ready passage to the markets of the world. 
Thus might this ancient slaughter-field of warring 
savages be redeemed to civilization and Christianity ; 
and a stable settlement, half-feudal, half-coramercial, 
grow up in the heart of the western wilderness. 
The scheme was but a new feature, the result of 
new ch'cumstances, added to the original plan of his 
great enterprise ; and he addressed himself to its 
execution with his usual vigor,, and with an address 
which never failed him in his dealings with Indians. 
There were allies close at hand. Near Fort 
Miami were the huts of twenty-five or thirty 
savages, exiles from their homes, and strangers in 
this western world. Several of the English colonies. 
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from Virginia to Maine, had of late years been har- 
assed by Indian wars ; and the Puritans of New Eng- 
land, above all, had been scourged by the deadly 
outbreak of King Philip's war. Those engaged in 
it had paid a bitter price for their brief triiimphs. 
Aband of refugees, chiefly Abenakis andMohegans, 
driven from then" native seats, had roamed into these 
distant wilds, and were wintering in the friendly 
neighborhood of the French. La Salle soon won 
them over to his interests. One of their number 
was the Mohegan hunter, who, for two years, had 
faithfully followed his fortunes, and who had been 
for four years in the West. He is described as a 
piudent and discreet young man, in whom La Salle 
had great confidence, and who could make himself 
understood in several western languages, belonging, 
like his own, to the great Algonquin tongue. This 
devoted henchman proved an efficient mediator with 
his countrymen. The Xew-Englaild Indians, with 
one voice, promised to follow La Salle, asking 
no recompense but to call him their chief, and 
yield to him the love and admiration which he 
rarely failed to command from this hero-worship- 
ping race. 

New allies soon appeared. A Shawanoe chief 
from the valley of the Ohio, whose following 
embraced a hundz-ed and fifty wai'riors, came to 
ask the protection of the French against the all- 
destroying Iroquois. " The Shawanoes are too 
distant," was La Salle's reply ; " but let them come 
to me at the Illinois, and they shall be safe." The 
chief promised to join him in the autumn at Fort 
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Miami, with all his band. But, more important 
than all, the consent and co-operatioa of tlie Illi- 
nois must be gained ; and the Miamis, their neigh- 
bors, and of late their enemies, must be taught 
the foUy of their league with the Iroquois, and 
the necessity of joining in the new confederation. 
Of late, they had been made to see the perfidy of 
their dangerous allies. A band of the Iroquois, 
returning from the slaughter of the Taraaroa 
IlUnois, had met and murdered a band of Miamis 
on the Ohio, and had not only refused satisfac- 
tion, but entrenched themselves in three rude forts 
of trees and brushwood in the heart of the Miami 
countiy. The moment was favorable for negotiat- 
ing; but, first, La Salle wished to open a com- 
munication with the Illinois, some of whom had 
begun to return to the country they had abandoned. 
With this view, and also, it seems, to procure pro- 
visions, he set out ou the first of March, with his 
lieutenant, La Forest, and nineteen men. 

The country was sheeted in snow, and the party 
journeyed on snow-shoes ; but when tliey reached 
the open prames, the white expanse glared in the 
sun with so dazzling a brightness that La Salle 
and several of the men became snow-blind. They 
stopped and encamped under the edge of a forest ; 
and here La Salle remained in darkness for three 
days, snfferuig extreme pain. Meanwhile, he sent 
forward La Forest, and most of the men, keeping 
with him his old attendant Hunaut. Going out in 
quest of pine-leaves, a decoction of which was 
L to be useful in cases of snow-blindness. 
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this man discovered the fresh tracks of Indians, 
followed them, and found a camp of Outagamies, 
or Foxes, from the neighborhood of Green Bay, 
From them he heard welcome new3. They told 
him that Tonty was safe among the Pottawatta- 
mies, and that Hennepin had passed through theii" 
country on his return from among the Sioux.' 

A thaw took place ; the snow melted rapidly ; 
the rivei-s were opened ; the blind men began to 
recover ; and, launching the canoes which they had 
dragged after them, the party pui-sued their way 
by water. They soon met a band of Illinois. La 
Salle gave them presents, condoled witb. them on 
their losses, and urged them to make peace and 
alliance with the Miamis. Thus, he said, they 
could set the Iroquois at defiance ; for he himself, 
with his Frenchnlen and his Indian friends, would 
make his abode among them, supply them with 
goods, and aid them to defend themselves. They 
listened, well pleased, promised to carry his message 
to their countrymen, and furnished him with a large 
supply of com.*^ Meanwhile, he had rejoined La 
Forest, whom he now sent to Michillimackmac to 
await Tonty, and tell him to remain there till he. 
La Salle, should arrive. 

Having thus accomplished the objects of his 
journey, he returned to Fort Miami, whence he 
soon after ascended the St. Joseph to the village of 

1 Elation del D&omertes, MS. A yiiluable confirmation of Hennepin's 
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the Miami Indians on the portage, at the head of the 
Kankakee. Here he found unwelcome guests. 
These were a baud of Iroquois warriors, who had 
been for some time in the place, and who, as he was 
told, had demeaned themselves with the insolence 
of conquerors, and spoken of the French with the 
utmost contempt. He hastened to confront them, 
rebuked and menaced them, and told them that 
now, when he was present, they dared not repeat 
the calumnies which they had uttered in his absence. 
They stood abashed and confounded, and, during 
the following night, seci'etly left the town, and fled. 
The effect was prodigious on the minds of the Mia- 
mis, when they saw that La Salle, backed by ten 
Frenchmen, could command from their arrogant 
Tisitoi'S a respect which they, with their hundreds 
of warriors, had wholly failed to inspire. Here, at 
the outset, was an augury full of promise for the 
approaching negotiations. 

There were other strangers in the town, — a 
band of eastern Indians, more numerous than those 
who had wintered at the fort. The gi-eater num- 
ber were from Rhode Island, including, probably, 
some of King Philip's warriors ; others were from 
New York, and others again from Virginia. La 
Salle called them to a council, promised them a 
new home in the West, under the protection of the 
Great King, with rich lands, an abundance of game, 
and French traders to supply them with the goods 
which they had once received from the English. 
Let them hut help him to mate peace between the 
Miamis and the Illinois, and he would insure for 
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them a future of prosperity and safety. They lis- 
tened with open ears, and promised theu' aid in the 
work of peace. 

On the next morning, the Miamis were called to 
a grand council. It was held in the lodge of their 
chief, from which the mats were removed, that the 
crowd without might hear what was said. La Salle 
rose, and harangued the concourse. Few men were 
so skilled in the arts of forest rhetoric and diplo- 
macy. After the Indian mode, he was, to follow 
his chroniclers, " the greatest orator in North 
America." ^ He began with a gift of tobacco, to 
clear the brains of his auditory ; next, for he had 
brought a canoe-load of presents to support his elo- 
quence, he gaye them cloth to cover their dead, 
coats to dress them, hatchets to build a grand scaf- 
fold in their honor, and beads, bells, and trinkets 
of all sorts, to decorate their relatives at a grand 
funeral feast. All this was mere metaphor. The 
living, while appropriating the gifts to their own 
use, were pleased at the compliment offered to then- 
dead ; and their delight redoubled as the orator pro- 
ceeded. Ope of their great chiefs had lately been 
killed ; and La Salle, after a eulogy of the departed, 
declared that he would now raise him to life again; 
that is, that he would assume his name, and give 
support to his squaws and children. This flattering 
announcement drew forth an outburst of applause ; 
and when, to confirm his words, his attendants 
placed before them a huge pile of coats, shirts, and 

ir de I'Ainerique Septen- 
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hunting-knives, the whole assembly exploded in 
yelps of admiration. 

Now came tlie climax of the harangue, intro- 
duced by a farther present of six guns. 

" He who is my master, and the master of all 
this country, is a mighty chief, feared by the whole 
world ; but he loves peace, and the words of his 
lips are for good alone. He is called the ICing of 
France, and he is the mightiest among the chiefs 
beyond the great water. His goodness reaches 
even to your dead, and his subjects come among 
you to raise them up to life. But it is his will to 
preserve the life he has given ; it is his will that 
you should obey his laws, and make no war without 
the leave of Onontio, who commands in his name 
at Quebec, and who loves all the nations alike, be- 
cause such is the will of the Great King. You 
ought, then, to live at peace with your neighbors, 
and above all with the Illinois. Tou have had 
causes of quarrel with them ; but their defeat has 
avenged you. Though they are still strong, they 
wish to make peace with you. Be content with 
the glory of having obliged them to ask for it. You 
have an interest in preseiTing them ; since, if the 
Iroquois destroy them, they will next destroy you. 
Let us all obey the Great King, and live together 
in peace, under his protection. Be of my mind, 
and use these guns that I have given you, not to 
make war, but only to hunt and to defend your- 



1 Translated ftom t!ie Rdaiion, where these councila are reported eX 
great length. 
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So saying, he gave two belts of wampum to con- 
firm his words; and the assembly dissolved. On 
the following day, the chiefs again convoked it, and 
made their reply in form. It was all that La Salle 
could have wished. " The Illinois is our brother, 
because he is the son of our Father, the Great 
King." "We make you the master of oar beaver 
and our lands, of our minds and our bodies." " We 
cannot wonder that our brothers from the East wish 
to live with you. We should have wished so too, 
if we had known what a blessing it is to be the 
children of the Great King." The rest of this 
auspicious day was passed in feasts and dances, in 
which La Salle and his Trenchmen all bore part. 
His new scheme was hopefully begun ; the ground 
was broken, and the seed sown. It remained to 
achieve the enterprise, twice defeated, of the dis- 
covery of the mouth of the Mississippi, that vital 
condition of his triumph, without which all other 
successes were meaningless and vain. 

To this end he must return to Canada, appease 
his creditors, and collect his scattered resources. 
Towards the end of May, he set out in canoes 
from Fort Miami, and reached Michilliraackinac 
after a prosperous voyage. Here, to his great joy, 
he found Tonty and Zenobe Membre, who had 
lately arrived from Green Bay. The meeting was 
one at which even his stoic nature must have 
melted. Each had for the other a tale of disaster ; 
but, when La Salle recounted the long succession 
of his reverses, it was with the tranquil tone and 
cheerful look of one who relates the incidents of an 
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ordinary journey. Membre looked on him with 
admiration. " Any one else," he says, " wonld 
have thrown up his hand, and abandoned the enter- 
prise ; but, far from this, with a firmness and con- 
stancy that never had its equal, I saw him more 
resolved than ever to continue his work and push 
forwai-d his discovery." ^ 

"Without loss of time, they embarked together for 
Fort Frontenac, paddled their canoes a thousand 
miles, and safely reached their destination. Here, 
in this third beginning of his disasti'ous enterpiise, 
La Salle found himself beset with em.ba!Tassments. 
Not only was he burdened with the fruitless costs 
of his two former efforts, but the heavy debts which 
he had incm'red in building and maintaining Fort 
Frontenac had not been wholly paid. The fort 
and the seigniory were already deeply mortgaged ; 
yet, through the influence of Count Frontenac, the 
assistance of his secretary, Barrels, a consummate 
man of business, and the support of a wealthy rela- 
tive, he found means to appease his creditors and 
even to gain fresh advances. To this end, how- 
ever, he was forced to part with a portion of his 
monopolies. Having . first made his will at Mon- 
treal, in favor of a cousin who had befiiended him,*^ 
he mustered his men, and once more set forth, re- 
solved to trust no more to agents, but to lead on 

• MembrS, in Le Clercq, ii. 208. Tonty, in his anpublielied memoir, 
speaks of the joy of La Salle at the meeting. The Relation, usunlly very 
accurate, says erroneously, that Tonty liad gone to Tort I'rontenac, la 
Forest had gone thither not long hefore La Salle'e an-ival. 

2 Copie du teslameal da deffani S'- de la SnUe, 11 AoSt, 1681, MS. The 
relative was Pran^oia Plet, M.D., of Paris. 
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his followers, in a united body, under his own per- 
sonal command.^ 

The summer was spent when he reached Lake 
Huron. Day after day, and week after week, the 
heavy-laden canoes crept on along the lonely wil- 
derness shores, by the monotonous ranks of bristling 
moss-beai'ded firs ; lake and forest, forest and lake ; 
a dreary scene haunted with yet more dreary memo- 
ries, — disasters, sorrows, anddefeiTed hopes ; time, 
strength, and wealth spent in vain ; a ruinous past 
and a doubtful future ; slander, obloquy, and hate. 
With unmoved heart, the patient voyager held his 
course, and drew up his canoes at last on the beach 
at Fort Miami. 

1 " Oaapprendra alafiadecetto annle, lG82,le succfes dela d&ouverte 
qn'il ^toit rcEolu li'aelieTer, au plus tard le printemps deniier, ou de piSrir 
en y travaillaat. Taiit de Warerses et de malheura toiijours arcivds en 
8on absence i'ont lait reeoudre ^ ne se fler plua ti personne et ii conduire 
loi-mOme tout son monde, tout son equipage, et lK>ule son ontrepris?, de 
laquelle II esprit une heurense cDitclusion." 

The above is a part of the dosing paragraph of tlie Relation dss De"- 
touwJte, BO often eited, and of the excdient guidance of wliich we are 
heocefocth deprived. It is a compilation made up from material euppUed 
by the various members of La Salle's party, on tlieir return to Canada, in 
1681 ; and the greater portion is Eubstantially the work of La Salle liim- 
Belfl It is a document of great interest and undoubted authority. 
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18 FotMtWKRB The Chicago Pohtage, — Debckst of the JWlssis- 

aiPPi. — The Lost Hukibb. — Thb Aekansas. — This Taeksas. — Thb 
Satcbbz. — Hostility. — The Mocth of the Misbissippi. — Louis 

D SOVEKEIGS OF THB GREAT WeST. 



The season was far advanced. On the bare 
limbs of tbe forest hung a few withered reninants 
of its gay autumnal livei7 ; and the smoke crept 
upward through the sullen November air from the 
squalid wigwams of La Salle's Abenaki and Mohe- 
gan allies. These, his new friends, were savages, 
whose midnight yells had startled the border ham- 
lets of New England ; who had danced around 
Puritan scalps, and whom Puritan imaginations 
painted as incarnate fiends. La Salle chose eigh- 
teen of them, " all well inured to war," as his 
companion Membr6 writes, and added them to the 
twenty-three Frenchmen who composed his party. 
They insisted on taking their women with them, to 
cook for them, and do other camp work. These 
were ten in number, besides three children ; and 
thu8 the expedition included fifty-four persons, of 
whom some were useless, and others a burden. 
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On tte twenty-first of December, Tonty and 
Membre set out from Fort Miami with some of 
the party in six canoes, and crossed to the little 
river Chicago.' La Salle, with the rest of the 
men, joined them a few days later. It was the 
dead of winter, and the streams were frozen. They 
made sledges, placed on them the canoes, the bag- 
gage, and a disabled Frenchman; crossed from the 
Chicago to the northem branch of the Illinois, and 
filed in a long procession down its frozen course. 
They reached the site of the great Illinois Tillage, 
found it tenantless, and continued their jom.-ney, 
still dragging their .canoes, till at length they 
reached open water below Lake Peoria. 

La Salle had abandoned, for a time, his original 
plan of building a vessel for the navigation of the 
Mississippi. Bitter experience had taught him 
the difficulty of the attempt, and he resolved to 
trust to his canoes alone. They embarked again, 
floating prosperously down between the leafless 
forests that flanked the tranquil river ; till, on the 
sixth of Febniary, they issued forth on the majes- 

1 La Salle, Elation de la IMouverte, 1682, in Thomassy, G^logie Pro- 
liqae de la Loaisiane, 9 ; Letirs dn Pere 2kiu,bh (Zenobe MembrS], 14 Aouel, 
1683, MS. ; MembrS, in Le Clereq, ii. 214 ; Tonty, Mintoh-e, MS. ; Prorh 
Verbed de la Prise de Possession de la Louisieme. 

The natratire ascribed to Meinbr€, and published by Le Clercq, is 
based on the doeument preserved in the Archives Seientifiq.ues de bi 
Marine, entitled Rehilon de la D^couvBrle de I'Ejabouchwe de la Riviere Mis- 
sissippi Jhite par le Sieur de la Salle, I'ann^ pass£e, 1682. The writer ol' 
the narrative has used it very frealy, copying the greater part verbatim, 
with occasional additions of a kind which Bsem to indicate that he had 
taliett part in the expedition. The Relation de la IMxuverie, though writ- 
ten in the third person, is the official report of the discovery made by La 
Salle; orporhapaforhimibyMembr^. Membrfs letterof August, 1682, 
U a brief and succinct statement made immediately after his return. 
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tic bosom of the Mississippi. Here, for the time, 
their progress was stopped ; for the river was full 
of floatmg ice. La Salle's Indians, too, had lagged 
behind ; but, within a week, all had arrived, the 
navigation was once more free, and they resumed 
their course. Towards evening, they aaw on their 
right the mouth of a great river ; and the clear 
cuiTent was invaded by the headlong torrent of the 
Missouri, opaque with mud. They built their camp 
fires in the neighboring forest; and, at daylight, 
embarking anew on the dark and mighty stream, 
drifted swiftly down towards unknown destinies. 
They passed a deserted town of the Tamaroas ; 
saw, three days after, the mouth of the Ohio ; ' 
and, gliding by the wastes of bordering swamp, 
landed, on the twenty-fourth of February, near the 
Thu'd Chickasaw Bluffs.^ They encamped, and 
the hunters went out for game. All returned, ex- 
cepting Pierre Prudhomme ; and, as the others had 
seen fresh tracks of Indians, La Salle feared that 
he was killed. While some of his followers built 
a small stockade fort on a high bluff ^ by the river, 
others ranged the woods in pursuit of the missing 
hunter. After six days of ceaseless and fruitless 
search, they met two Chickasaw Indians in thf:" 

1 Culled by Membc^ the Onabache (Wabasli). 

^ La Salle, iWo/ionrfe la D&xuverledel'Embouckire.eti:, ; ThomHssy, 10 
MembriS gives tlie same date ; but the Proces Verbal makee it the tweiity- 

3 Gravier, in bis letter of 16 Feb. 1701, says lliat he encamped near a 
" great blviff of atone, called Fort Prudhomme, because M. de la Salle, 
going on his diecosery, entrenched himself liera with his party, fearing 
tliat Pradhonime, iilio bad lost himself in the woods, had been killed 
by the Indians, and that he himself would be attacked." 
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forest; and, tlirough theni, La Salle sent presents 
and peace-messages to that warlike people, wliose 
villages were a few days' journey distant. Several 
days later, Prudhomrne was found, and brought 
in to the camp, half dead. He had lost his way 
■while hunting ; and, to console him for his woes, 
La Salle christened the newly built fort with his 
name, and left him, with a few others, in charges 
of it. 

Again they embarked ; and, with every stage of 
their adventurous progress, tlie mystery of this vast 
New World was more and more unveiled. More 
and more they entered the realms of spring. The 
hazy sunlight, the warm and drowsy air, the tender 
foliage, the opening flowers, betokened the reviving 
life of Nature. For several days more they fol- 
lowed the writhings of the great liver, on its 
tortuous course through wastes of swamp and 
cane-brake, till on the thu'teenth of March ^ they 
found themselves wrapped in a thick fog. Neither 
shore was visible ; but they hoard on the right the 
booming of an Indian drum, and the shrOl outcries 
of the war-dance. La Salle at once crossed to the 
opposite side, where, in less than an hour, his men 
threw up a rude fort of felled trees. Meanwhile, 
the fog cleared ; and, from the farther bank, the 
astonished Indians saw the strange visitors at their 
work. Some of the French advanced to the edge 
of the water, and beckoned them to come over. 
Several of them approached, in a wooden canoe, to 

1 La Salle, Rdalian ; Thoniaasy, 11. 
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within tlie distance of a gun-sliot. La Salle dis- 
played the calumet, and sent a Frenchman to meet 
them. He was well received ; and the friendly 
mood of the Indians being now apparent, the 
whole party crossed the river. 

On landing, they found themselves at a town of 
the Kappa band of the Arkansas, a people dwell- 
ing near the mouth of the river which bears their 
name. The inhabitants flocked about them with 
eager signs of welcome ; built huts for them, brought 
them fii^ewood, gave them corn, beaiis, and dried 
fruits, and feasted them without respite for three 
days. " They are a lively, civil, generous people," 
says Membre, " very different from the cold and 
taciturn Indians of the North." They showed, 
indeed, some slight traces of a tendency towards 
civilization ; for domestic fowls and tame geese 
were wandering among their rude cabins of bark.^ 
La Salle and Tonty at the head of their follow- 
ers marched to the open ai-ea in the midst of the 
village. Here, to the admiration of the gazing 
crowd of warriors, women, and children, a cross 
was raised bearing the arms of France. Mcmbr6, 
in canonicals, sang a hymn ; the men shouted Vive 
le Moi ; and La Salle, in the king's name, took for- 
mal possession of the country.* The friar, not, he 
flatters himself, without success, labored to ex- 
pound by signs the mysteries of the faith ; while 
La Salle, by methods equally satisfactory, drew 

1 MemtiT^, in Le Clercq, il. 224 ; Tonty, MAnmVe, MS. 

2 precis Verbal de ki Prise de Possession da Pays ties Arkansas, 14 Mars, 
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from the chief an ackiiowledgment of fealty to 
Louis XIV.' 

After touching at several other towns of this 
people, the voyagers resumed thch course, guided 
by two of the Arkansas ; passed the sites, since 
become historic, of Vicksburg and Grand Gulf ; and, 
about three hundred miles below the Arkansas, 
stopped by the edge of a swamp on the western 
side of the river.^ Here, as their two guides told 
them, was the path to the great town of the Taen- 
sas. Tonty and Membr6 were sent to visit it. They 
and their men shouldered their birch canoe through 
the swamp, and launched it on a lake which had 
once formed a portion of the channel of the river. 
In two hours tliey reached the town, and Tonty 
gazed at it with astonishment. He had seen nothing 
like it in Ameiica ; large square dwellings, built of 
sun-baked mud mixed with straw, ai'ched over with 
a dome-shaped roof of canes, and placed in regu- 
lar order ai'onnd an open area. Two of them were 
larger and better than the rest. One was the lodge 

1 The nation of the Akanseaa, Alkansas, or Arkauana, dnelt on the 
west hank of the Mississippi, near the mouth of the Arkansas. They 
were dlrided into four tribes, liring for the most part in separate villages. 
Those first visited by La Salle were tlie Kappas or Quapaws, a remnant 
of whom still subsists. Tlie others were tha Topingas, or Tongengns ; 
the Torimans ; and the Osotouoy, or Sautliouis. According to Charlevoix, 
wlio saw them in 1721, tliey were regarded as the tallest and liest formed 
Indians in America, and were known as les Beaux Hommes. Graviersaya 
that tliey once lived on the OMo. 

2 In Tensas County, Louisiana. Tonty's estimates of distance are here 
much too low. They seem to he founded on observations of latitude, 
without reckoning the windings of the river. It may interest sportsmen 
to Icnow that the party killed several large alligators on their way. Mem. 
brfi is much astonished that such monsters should ba bora of eggs, like 
ciiiokens. 
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of the chief; the other was the temple, or house 
of the Sun. They entered the former, and found 
a smglc room, forty feet square, where, in the dim 
light, for there was no opening but the door, the 
chief sat awaiting them on a sort of bedstead, 
three of his wives at his side, while sixty old 
men, wrapped in white cloaks woven of mulberry- 
bark, fonned his divan. "When he spoke, his wives 
howled to do him honor ; and the assembled coun- 
cillors listened with the reverence due to a poten- 
tate for whom, at his death, a hundred victims 
were to be sacrificed. He received the visitors 
graciously, and joyfully accepted the gifts which 
Tonty laid before him.^ This interview over, the 
Frenchmen repaired to the temple, wherein were 
kept the bones of the departed chiefs. In construc- 
tion it was much like the royal dwelling. Over it 
were rude wooden figures, representing three eagles 
turned towai-ds the east. A strong mud wall sur- 
rounded it, planted with stakes, on which were 
stack the skulls of enemies sacrificed to the Sun ; 
while before the door was a block of wood, on 
which lay a large shell surrounded with the braided 
hair of the victims. The interior was rude as a 
bam, dimly lighted from the doorway, and full of 
smoke. There was a structure in the middle which 
Membre thinks was a kind of altai- ; and before it 
burned a perpetual fire, fed with three logs laid 
end to end, and watched by two old men devoted 

I ToQty, Mgmoire, MS. In the apurioua narrative published in Ton- 
iy's name, tlie account is embellislied and exaggerated. Compare Mem- 
bt6, in Le Clercq, ii. 227. La Salle's statements in tlia Relation of 16B2 
(Thomassy, 12) suat^n those of TonQ"- 
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to this sacred, office. There was a mysterious recess, 
too, which the strangers were forbidden to explore, 
but which, as Tonty was told, contained the riches 
of the nation, consisting of pearls from tlie Gulf, 
and trinkets obtained, probably through other tribes, 
from the Spaniards and other Europeans. 

The chief condescended to visit La Salle at his 
camp ; a favor which he would by no means have 
granted, had the visitors been Indians. A master 
of ceremonies, and six attendants, preceded him, to 
clear the path and prepare the place of meeting. 
When all was ready, he was seen advancing, clothed 
in a white robe, and preceded by two men bearing 
white fans ; while a third displayed a disk of bui'- 
nished copper, doubtless to represent the Sun, his 
ancestor ; or, as others will have it, his elder 
brother. His aspect was marvellously grave, and 
he and La Salle met with gestures of ceremonious 
courtesy. The interview was very friendly ; and the 
chief returned well pleased with the gifts which his 
entertainer bestowed on him, and which, indeed, 
had been the principal motive of his visit. 

On the next morning, as they descended the 
river, they saw a wooden canoe full of Indians ; 
and Tonty gave chase. He had nearly overtaken 
it, when more than a hundred men appeared sud- 
denly on the shore, with bows bent to defend thek 
countrymen. La Salle called out to Tonty to with- 
draw. He obeyed ; and the whole party encamped 
on the opposite bank. Tonty offered to cross the 
river with a peace-pipe, and set out accordingly 
with a small party of men. When he landed, the 
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Indians made signs of friendship by joining their 
hands, — a proceeding by which Tonty, having but 
one hand, was somewhat embarrassed ; but he di- 
rected his men to respond in his stead. La Salle 
and Membre now joined him, and went with the 
Indians to their village, three leagues distant. 
Here they spent the night. " The Siour dc la 
Salle," writes Membr6, " whose very air, engaging 
manner's, tact, and address attract love and respect 
alike, produced such an effect on the hearts of 
these people, that they did not know how to treat 
us well enough." ' 

The Indians of this village were the Natchez ; 
and their chief was brother of the great chief, or 
Sun, of the whole nation. His town was several 
leagues distant, near the site of the city of Natchez ; 
and thither the French repaired to visit him. They 
saw what they had already seen among the Taonsas, 
— a religious and political despotism, a privileged 
caste descended from the Sun, a temple, and a 
sacred fire.^ La Salle planted a large cross, with 

1 Membi^, in I^ Clercq, ii. 233. 

* Tlie Natchez and the Taensas, mliose habits and customs were similar, 
did not, in their social organization, difier radically from other Indians. 
The same principle of clanslilp, or totemship, ao widely spread, existed in 
full force among them, combined with their religious ideas, and developed 
into forms of which no other example, ef[ually distinct, is to be found. 
(For Indian clanship, see "Jesuits in North America," InlrodiKtion.) 
Among the Hatchez and Taensas, the principal clan formed a ruling caste ; 
and its ehieS had the attrihutes of demi-gods. Aa descent was through 
the female, the chiefs son never sncceeded him, but the son of one of his 
sisters ; and as she, by the usual totemic law, was forced to marry in 
another clan, — that ia, to marry a common mortal, — her husband, 
though the destined fether of a demi-god, was treated by her as little 
better than a slave. She might kill him, if he proved unfaithful ; but he 
was forced to submit to her inftdelities in silence. 

The uustoms of the Natchez have been described by Du Pratz, Le 
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the arms of France attached, in the midst of the 
town ; while the inhabitants loolted on with a satis- 
faction which they would hardly have displayed, 
had they understood the meaning of the act. 

The French next visited the Coroas, at their 
village, two leagues below ; and here they found a 
reception no less auspicious. On the thirty-first 
of March, as they approached Red Eiver, they 
passed in the fog a town of the Ouraas ; and, three 
days later, discovered a party of fishermen, in 
wooden canoes, among the canes along the margin 
of the water. They fled at sight of the French- 
men, La Salle sent men to reconnoitre, who, as 
they sU'uggled through the marsh, were greeted 
with a shower of ai'rows ; whiLe, from the neighbor- 
ing village of the Quinipissas,' invisible behind the 
cane-brake, they heard tlie sound of an Indian driim, 
and the whoops of the mustering warriors. La 
Salle, anxious to keep the peace vrith all the tribes 
along the river, recalled his men, and pursued his 
voyage. A few leagues below, they saw a cluster 
of Indian lodges on the left bank, apparently void 
of inhabitants. They landed, and found three of 
them filled with corpses. It was a village of the 
Tangibao, sacked by their enemies only a few days 
before.^ 

Petit, and others. Charlevoix vifiitect their temple in Y!21, and found it in 
a GOoienhat shabbf condition. At this lime, the Taensaa were extinct. 
In 1729, the Natchez, enrftged by the arbitrary conduct of a Trench com- 
mandant, massacred the neighboring settlers, and were in consequence 
expelled from their country and nearly destroyed. A few sUU surriye, 
incorporated with, the Creeks ; bat they have lost their peculiar customs, 

1 In St. Charles County, on the left bank, not far abore New Orleans. 

2 Hennepin uses this inddent, ss well as most of those which haye 
preceded it, in making up the etory of his pretended voyage to the Gulf. 
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And now they neared fheir journey's end. On 
the sixth of April, the river divided itself into three 
broad channels. La Salle followed thiit of the west, 
and D'Autray that of the east ; while Tonty took the 
middle passage. As he drifted down the turbid 
current, between the low and marshy shores, the 
brackish water changed to brine, and the breeze 
grew fresh with the salt breath of the sea, Th^n 
the broad bosom of the great Gulf opened on his 
sight, tossing its restless billows, limitless, voiceless, 
lonely, as when horn of chaos, mthout a sail, with- 
out a sign of life. 

La Salle, in a canoe, coasted the mai'shy borders 
of the sea ; and then the reunited parties assembled 
on a spot of dry ground, a short distance above the 
mouth of the river. Here a column Was made ready, 
bearing the arms of France, and inscribed with the 
words, — 

Louis le Gii.A::SD, Koy de France et de Navarre, 
REGNE ; LE Neuvieme Avril, 1682. 

The Frenchmen were mustered under arms ; and, 
while the New-England Indians and their squaws 
stood gazing in wondering silence, they chanted the 
Te Deum, the Exaudiat, and the Domine salviim 
fac Megem. Then, amid volleys of mxisketry and 
shouts of Vive le Roi, La Salle planted the column 
in its place, and, standing near it, proclaimed in a 
loud voice, — 

" Lithe name of the most high, mighty, invincible, 
and victorious Prince, Louis the Great, by the grace 
of God King of France and of Navarre, Fourteenth 
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of that name, I, this ninth day of April, one thou- 
sand six hundred and eighty-two, in virtue of the 
commission of his Majesty, which I hold in my hand, 
and which may be seen by all whom it may concern, 
have talten, and do now take, in the name of his 
Majesty and of his successors to the crown, posses- 
sion of this country of Louisiana, the seas, harbors, 
poi-ts, bays, adjacent straits, and all the nations, 
peoples, provinces, cities, towns, villages, mines, 
minerals, fisheries, streams, and rivers, within the ex- 
tent of the said Louisiana, from the mouth of the 
great river St. Louis, otherwise called the Ohio, 
. . . as also along the River Colbert, or Mississippi, 
and the rivers which discharge themselves therein, 
from its source beyond the country of the Nadoues- 
sious ... as fai' as ita mouth at the sea, or Gulf 
of Mexico, and also to the mouth of the River of 
Palms, upon the assurance we have had from the 
natives of these countries, that we are the first Euro- 
peans who have descended or ascended the said 
Eiver Colbert ; hereby protesting against all who 
may hereafter undertake to invade any or all of these 
aforesaid countries, peoples, or lands, to the preju- 
dice of the rights of his Majesty, acquired by the 
consent of the nations dwelling herein. Of which, 
and of all else that is needful, I hereby take to 
witness those who hear me, and demand an act of 
the notary here 



i In the paaaagea omitted above, for the sake of brevity, flie Ohio is 
mentioned as lieiiig cidled also the Oliijhin (Allegtiatiy), Sipoa and CAii- 
kagaua; an J La Salle declares that he takes poBsessionof the country 
with the consent of the nations dwelling in it, of whom he names tlie 
Chaonanous (Shawanoes), Kious, or Sadoueesiaua (Sioux), Chik&cliaa 
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Shouts of Vive le Hoi and volleys of musketi-y 
responded to his words. Then a cross was planted 
beside the column, and a leaden plate buried neai' it, 
bearing the arms of France, with a Latin inscription, 
Ludovicus Magnus regnai. The weather-beaten 
voyagei-a joined their voices in the grand liymn of 
the Vexilla Regis : — 

" The banners of Hearan'a King advance. 
The mystery oC the Croas shines fortii ; " 

and renewed shouts of Vive le Boi closed the cere- 
mony. 

On that day, the realm of France received on 
parchment a stupendous accession. The fertile 
plains of Texas ; the vast basin of the Mississippi, 
from its frozen northern springs to the sulti7 borders 
of the Gulf; from the woody ridges of the AUeghanies 
to the bare peaks of the Rocky Mountains, — a region 
of savannahs and forests, sun-cracked deserts, and 
grassy prairies, watered by a thousand rivers, ranged 
by a thousand warlike tribes, passed beneath the 
sceptre of the Sultan of Versailles ; and all by 
virtue of a feeble human voice, inaudible at half a 
mile. 

(CliickKBaws), Motaiitees 1?), lUinoia, Mitchigamias, Arkansas, Natches, 
and Koroas. This alleged consent is, of course, mere farce. If there 
conldbeany doubt as to the cDcaningofthe words of La Salle, as recorded 
in the Precis Verbid de la Prise de Possession de la Louisiajie, it would be 
set at rest by Le Clercq, who nays, " Le Sieur de la Salle prit au nora de 
Ba Mfljostfi poaseasion de ce fieuve, de touks ks UEieres gui y entreat, et de 
Urns tea pays qti'dlea arrosent." Tliese words are borrowed ftom the report 
of La Salle ; see Thoniaasy, 14. A copy of the original of the Prods 
Yerbal is before me. It bears tlie name of Jacques de la Me'tairie, Notary 
of Tort Prontenac, who was one of the party. 
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ST. LOUIS OF THE ILLINOIS. 

LociaiASA. — Illhess of La Salle, — His CotOiir oh the Illinois. — 
Tout St. Louis. —Recall of Feontenac. — Lb FfevnE db la Baebe. 
— Critical Posti'iom of La Saij.e, — Hostility- of tije New Govee- 

Fbahcb. 

LoxJisiAHA was the name bestowed by La Salle 
on tlie new domain of the French crown. The 
rule of the Bourbons in the West is a memory of 
the past, but the name of the Great King still 
survives in a naiTow corner of their lost empire. 
The Louisiana of to-day is but a single State of 
the American republic. The Louisiana of La Salle 
stretched from the AUeghanies to the Eocky Moun- 
tains ; from, the Rio Grande and the Gulf to the 
farthest springs of the Missouri.^ 

' The bouiiilavies are laid doirn on the great map of Fraiic[ueliii, made 
In 1684, and preserved in the Dep6t dea Cartes of the Marine. Tiie line 
runa along the south shore of Lake Erie, and thenee foUowa the heads of 
the atreams flowing into Late Michigan. It then turns north- west, and is 
lost in the vast mitnown of the now British Territories. On the south 
it ia di'awn by the heads of the atreams flowing into the Gulf, as fer west 
aa Mobile, after which it follows the shore of tlie Gulf to a little south of 
the Eio Grande, then runs west, north-west, and flnaJiy north along the 
range of ilie Rocky Mountains. 
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La Salle had ■written his name in history ; but his 
hard-earned success was but the prelude of a harder 
task. Herculean labors lay before him, if he would 
realize the schemes with which his brain was preg- 
nant. Bent on accomplishing them, he retraced his 
course, and urged his, canoes upward against the 
muddy current. The party were famished. They had 
little to subsist on but the flesh of alligators. When 
they reached the Quinipissas, who had proved hos- 
tile on their way down, they resolved to lislc an in- 
ter\'iew with them, in the hope of obtaiirmg food. 
The treacherous savages dissembled, brought them 
corn, and, on the following night, made an attack 
upon them, but met with a bloody repulse. They 
nest revisited the Natchez, and found an unfavor- 
able change in their disposition towai-ds them. 
They feasted them, indeed, but, during the repast, 
surrounded them with an overwhelmmg force of 
warriors. The Prench, however, kept so well on 
theh" guard, that their entertainers dared not make 
an attack, and suffered them to depart unmolested.' 
And now, in a cai-eer of unwonted success and 
anticipated tiiuraph. La Salle was sharply aiTested 
by a foe against which the boldest heart avails 
nothing. As he ascended the Mississippi, he was 
seized by a dangerous illness. Unable to proceed, 
he sent forward Tonty to Michillimacldnac, whence, 
after despatching news of their discovery to Canada, 
he was to return to the Illinois. La Salle himself 
lay helpless at Fort Prudhomme, the palisade work 
which his men had built at the Chickasaw Bluffs 

1 Tonty, MtSiaoire, MS. 
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on their way down. Tatiier Zenobe Membr6 at- 
tended liim ; and, at the end of July, he was once 
more in a condition to advance by slow movements 
towai'ds the Miami, which he reached in about a 
month. 

His descent of the Mississippi had been success- 
ful as an exploration, and this was all. Could he 
have executed his oiiginal plan, have built a vessel 
on the Illinois and descended in her to the Gulf of 
Mexico, he would have been able to defray in some 
measure the costs of the enterpnse, by means of a 
cargo of buffalo hides collected from Indians on the 
way, with which he would have sailed to the West 
Indies, or perhaps to France. "With a fleet of 
canoes, this was of course impossible ; and tliere 
was nothing to offset the enormous outlay which 
he and his family had made. He proposed, as we 
have seen, to found, on the banks of the lUiuois, 
a colony of French and Indians, of which lie should 
be the feudal lord, and which should answer the 
double pui'pose of a bulwark against the Iroquois 
and a depot for the furs of all the "Western tiubes ; 
and he hoped, in the following spring, to secm-e an 
outlet for this colony, and for all the trade of the 
Mississippi and its tributaries, by occupying its 
mouth with a fort and a dependent colony.^ Thus 
he would control the valley of the great river of 
the West. 



^ " Monsieur de la Salle se dispose de retourner sar ses paa Jila merau 
printemps procliiun avee un plus grand nombre 3e gens, et des fiiniilles, 
pour y tsire des iltablissemena." Membn?, in Le Clercqj ii. 248. This 
wfts written in 1682, immediately after the return &ora tlie mouth of the 
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He rejoined Tonty at Michillimackinac in Sep- 
tember. It was his pui'pose to go at once to France 
to provide means for establishing his projected post 
at the mouth of the Mississippi ; and he ordered 
Tonty, meanwhile, to collect as many men as pos- 
sible, return to the Illinois, build a fort, and lay the 
foundations of the colony, the plan of which had 
been determined the year before. La Salle was 
about to depart for Quebec, when news reached 
him that changed his plans, and caused him to post- 
pone his voyage to France. He heard that those 
pests of the wilderness, the Iroquois, were about to 
renew their attacks on the western tribes, and espe- 
cially on their fonner allies, the Miamis.^ This 
vrould ruin his projected colony. His presence was 
indispensable. lie followed Tonty to the Illinois, 
and rejoined him near the site of the great town. 

The cliff called " Starved Rock," now pointed 
out to ti'avellers as the chief natural curiosity of 
the region, rises, steep on three sides as a castle 
wall, to the height of a hundred and twenty-five feet 
above the river. In front, it overhangs the water 
that washes its base ; its western brow looks down 
on the tops of the forest trees below ; and on the east 
lies a wide gorge or ravine, choked with the min- 
gled foliage of oaks, walnuts, and elms ; wliUe in 
its rocky depths a little brook creeps down to 
mingle with the river. From the rugged trunk of 
the stunted cedar that leans forwai'd from the brink, 
you may drop a plummet into the river below, where 

1 Lsllre d( La Baire mi Mimsl:-e, 14 Nob. 1682, MS. 
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tlie cat-fish and the turtles may plainly be seen 
gliding over the wrinkled sands of the clear and 
shallow cmxent. The cliff is accessible only from 
behind, where a man may climb up, not without 
difficulty, by a steep and narrow passage. The top 
is about an acre in extent. Here, in the month of 
December, La Salle and Tonty began to entrench 
themselves. They cut away the forest that crowned 
the rock, built storehouses and dwellings of its re- 
mains, dragged timber up the rugged pathway, and 
encircled the summit with a palisade.' 

1 "Staryed Rock" perfecHy answers in every respect to the indica- 
tions of the contemporary maps and dooumente concerning " Le Roclier," 
the site of la Salle's fort of St. Louis. It is laid doivn on several ton. 
tempoiary maps, besides tlje grent map of La Salle's discoverias, made in 
1684. They oU place it on the aoutli aide of tlie river ; whereas BaSklo 
Kocfc, three miles above, wliicli has heon supposed to ha tlia site of the 
fort, is on tlie north. The roek fortified by Lr Salle stood, we are told, 
at the edge of tlie water ; while Buffiiio Bock is at some distance jrcm the 
bank. The latter is crowned by a plateau of great extent, is but sixty 
feet high, is accessible at many points, and would require a large force lo 
defend it ; whereas La Salle chose " Le Koclier," because a few men could 
hold it agMOst a multitude. Cliarlevoix, in 1721, describes both rocks, 
and says that the top of Eufffiio Ttoclc had been occupied by the Miami 
village, BO that it was known as Le Fort dee Miauiis, This explains the 
Indian remains found here. He then speaks of " Le Hooher," calling it 
by that name ; says tliat it is about o league below on tlie left or sonth 
side, forming a sheer cliff, very high, and looking like a fortress on the 
border of the river. He saw remains of palisades at the top which he 
Ihinks were made by the Illinois (Joiinud Hislorique, Let. xxvii), though 
his countrymen had occupied it only three years before. " The French 
reside on the Rock [Le Roclier), whicli is very lofty and inipiegnable." 
— jlfemoiV on Wedeni Indian, 1718, in N.Y. Cd. Boos., is. 890. St. Cosme, 
passing this way in 1669, mentions it as " Le Vieux Fort," and says tliat 
it is " a rock about a hundred feet high at the edge of tlio river, where 
M. de la Salle built a fort, since abandoned." — Journal de St. Cosine, MS. 
Joatel, who was here in 1687, says, " Fort. St. Louis is on a steep rock, 
about two hundred feet high, with the river running at its base." He 
adds, that its only defences were palisades. The true lieight, as stated 
above, is about a hundred and twenty-five feet. 

A tradiUonal interest also attaches to this rock. It is s^d, that in 
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Thus tlie winter was passed, and meanwhile the 
work of negotiation went prosperously on. The 
minds of the Indians had been already prepared. 
In La Salle they saw their champion against the 
Iroquois, the standing terror of all this region. 
They gathered around his stronghold like the timor- 
ous peasantry of the middle ages around the rock- 
built castle of their feudal lord. From the wooden 
ramparts of St. Louis, — for so he named his fort, — 
high and inaccessible as an eagle's nest, a strange 
scene lay before his eye. The broad flat valley of 
the Illinois was spread beneath him like a map, 
bounded in the distance by its low wall of woody 
hills. The river wound at his feet in devious chan- 
nels among islands bordered with lofty trees ; then, 
far on the left, flowed calmly westward through the 
vast meadows, till its glimmering blue ribbon was 
lost in hazy distance. 

There had been a time, and that not remote, when 
these fair meadows were a waste of death and des- 
olation, scathed with fire, and sti'ewn with the 
ghastly relics of an Iroquois victory. Now, all was 
changed. La Salle looked down fvom his rock on a 
concourse of wild human life. Lodges of bark and 
iiishes, or cabins of logs, were clustered on the open 
plain, or along the edges of the bordering forests. 
Squaws labored, warriors lounged in the sun, naked 
children whooped and gambolled on the grass. Bo- 

tlie Indian wars that followed the asaiissination of Pontiac, a few years 
after the cession of Canada, a party of Illinois, assailei by the Potlflwat- 
tamies, here took refuge, defying attack. At length they were all de- 
stroyed by starvatioa, and hence the name of " Starred Rock." 
For other proo& concerning this locality, see ante, p. 221. 
26 
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yond the river, a mile and a half on the left, the 
banks were stndded once more with the lodges of 
the Illinois, who, to the number of six thousand, 
had returned, since their defeat, to this their favorite 
dwelling-place. Scattered along the valley, among 
the adjacent hills, or over the neighboring prairie, 
were the cantonments of a half-score of other tribes, 
and fragments of tribes, gathered under the pro- 
tecting Eegis of the IVench, — Shawanoes from the 
Ohio, Abenakis from Maine, Miamis from the 
sources of the Kankakee, with others whose barba- 
rous names are hardly worth the record.^ Nor 

' This singular extemporized colony of Ln Salle, on the hanks of tlie 
niiooie, is laid down in detail on the great map of La Salle's discoveries, 
b; Jean Bapliate Franquelin, finislied in 1681. Tliere can be no doubt 
that tills part of tlie work is composed from atitlieutic data. La Salle 
himself, besides otliera of liis party, came down from tlie Illinois in tlie 
autumn of 1683, and undoubtedly supplied the young enyinoer witli mate- 
iiEtls. Tlie vncious Indian villages, or cantonmenle, are all inditiatcd, with 
tile number of warriors belonging to escii, the aggregate correijponding 
very nearly with that of La Salle's report to tlie minister. The Illinois, 
prqieriy ao called, are sat down at 1,200 warriors ; tlie Miamis, at 1,300 ; 
the Shawanoes, at 200; the Ouiatenone (Weua), at BOO; the Teaniiiiicliia 
(Fiankisluiw) band, at 150; llio Pepikokia, at IBO; the Kllatica, at 300; 
and tlie Ooabona, at 70 ; in all, 8,8S0 warriors. A few others, probably 
Abenakis, lived in the fort. 

Tlie ffort St. Louis ia placed on the map at the exact site of Starved 
RckA, and tlie Illinois village at the place where, as already mentioned, 
{see p. 221), Indian remains In great quantities are yearly plouglied up. 
The Shawanoe camp, or village, is placed on tlie south' side of the river, 
hehind the fort. The country is here Iiilly, broken, and now, as in La 
Salle's time, covered with wood, wltieh, liowever, soon ends in the open 
prairie. A short time since, the reraiuns of a low, irregular earthwork of 
considerable extent were discovered at the intersection of two ravines, 
about twenty-four hundred feet behind, or south of. Starved Eocfc. The 
earthwork fiiliows the line of tlie ravines on two sides. On the east, tliere 
la an opening, or gateway, leading to the adjacent prairie. The work is 
very irregular in form, and shows no trace of the civilized engineer. In 
tlie Btump of an onk-tree upon it. Dr. Paul counted a hundred and sixty 
rings of annual growth. The village of the Shawanoes (Chaouenons), on 
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were tliese La Salle's only dependants. By the 
terms of his patent, he held seigaional rights over 
this wild domain ; and he now began to grant it out 
in parcels to his followers. These, however, were 
as yet but a score ; a lawless band, trained in forest 
license, and marrying, as their detractors affirm, a 
new squaw every day in the week. This was after 
their lord's departure, for his presence imposed a 
check on these eccentricities. 

La Salle, in a memoir addressed to the Minister 
of the Marine, reports the total number of the 
Indians ai-ound Fort St, Louis at about four thousand 
warriors, or twenty thousand souls. His diplomacy 
had been crowned with a marvellous success, for 
which his thanks were due, first, to the Loquois, 
and tlie universal teri'or they inspired ; next, to his 
own addi'esa and unwearied energy. His colony 

Franquelin's map, corresponds with the position of this earthwork. I am 
indebted to tlie kindness of Dr. Joiin Paul, and Colonel D, F. Hitc, the 
proprietor of Starved Eock, for h plan of these cnrious remains, nnd a 
survey of the neighboring district. I must also express my obligations to 
Mr, W, E. Bowmim, photographer at Ottawa, 6)r views of Starved Rock, 
and other features of the neighboring scenery. 

An interesting relic of the early explorers of this region was found a 
few years ago at Ottawa, six miles above Starved Rock, in tlie shape of b, 
sraaU iron gun, buried several feet deep iu tlie drift of tlie river. It con- 
sisle of a welded tube of iron, about nn inch and a half in calibre, atrengtti- 
ened by a series of thick iron rings, cooled on, after the niost ancient as 
well as the most recent method of making cannon. It is about fourteen 
inches long, the part near the muzzle having been hurst off. The con- 
Btruclion is very rude. Small field-pieces, on a simlUir principle, were 
nsed in the fourteenth century. Several of tbeni may be seen at the 
Mus& d'Artillerie at Paris. In the time of Lotiis XIV, tlieart of casting 
cannon was carried to a high degree of perfection. The gun in question 
may have been made by a I'rencli blacksmith on tlie spot, A fiir less 
probable supposition is, that it is a relic of some unrecorded visit of the 
Spaniards ; but the pattern of the piece would have i)een antiquated even 
in the time of Be Soto. 
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had Sprung up, as it were, in a night; but might 
not a night suffice to disperse it? 

The conditions of maintaining it were twofold. 
First, he must give efficient aid to his savage 
colonists against the Iroquois ; secondly, he must 
supply them with French goods in exchange for 
their furs. The men, arms, and ammunition for 
their defence, and the goods for trading with them, 
must be brought from Canada, until a better and 
surer avenue of supply could be provided through 
the entrepot which he meant to establish at the 
mouth of the Mississippi. Canada was full of his 
enemies ; but, as long as Count Frontenac was in 
power, he was sure of support. Count Frontenac 
was in power no longer. He had been recalled to 
France through the intrigues of the pai'ty adverse 
to La Salle ; and Le Fevre do ia Barre reigned in 
his stead,' 

La Barre was an old naval officer of rank, ad- 
vanced to a post for which he proved himself 
notably unfit. If he was without the arbitrary 
passions which had been the chief occasion of the 
recall of his predecessor, he was no less without 
his energies and his talents. Frontenac's absence 
was not to be permanent : dark days were in store 
for Canada. In her hour of need, she was to hail 
with delight the return of the haughty noble- 

1 La Barre Iwd formerly held ciTJl offices. He had been Maitre fle Ke- 
quotes, and afterwards Intendant of the BourhoniiMs. He had giuned no 
little ceputatjon in the West Indies, as governor and lieutenant-general of 
Cayenne, which he recovered from the Enghsh, who had seized it, and 
whom he BOOn after defeated in a naval fight. Sixteen years had elapsed 
■ince these exploits, and meanvrhile lie had grown old. 
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man ; and all his faults were to be forgotten in 
the splendor of hia services to the colony and the 
crown. 

La Barre showed a weakness and an avaaice for 
which his advanced age may have been in some 
measure answerable. He was no whit less «n: 
scrupulous than his predecessor in his secret vio- 
lation of the royal ordinances regulating the fur- 
ti'ade, which it was his duty to enforce. Like 
Frontenac, he took advantage of his position to 
carry on an illicit ti-affic mth the Indians ; but it 
was with diiferent associates. The late governor's 
friends were the new governor's enemies ; and La 
Salle, armed with his monopolies, was the object 
of his especial jealousy.* 

Meanwhile, La Salle, buried in the western wil- 
derness, remained for the time ignorant of La 
Barre's disposition towards hira, and made an effort 
to securp his good-will and countenance. He wrote 
to him from his Rock of St. Louis, early in the 
spring of 1683, expressing the hope that he should 
have from him the same support as from Count 
Frontenac ; " although," he says, " my enemies will 
try to influence you against me." His attachment 
to Frontenac, he pursues, has been the cause of 
all the late governor's enemies turning against him. 

1 The royal instructions to La Barre, on hla assuming tlie government, 
dated at Versailles, 10 May, 1682, require liim to give no fartlier permis- 
sion to make journeys of discovery towards tlieSiouKand the Mississippi, 
as his Majesty tliinka his snbjeets better employecl in cultivating tUa 
land. Theietterttdi3s,however, that LaSftlle is to be allowed to continue 
his discoveries, if they appear to be useful. Tlie same instiniclJonB are 
repeated in a letter of the Ministei' of the Marine to the new Intendant of 
Canada, De Meules. 

25* 
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He then recounts his voyage down the Mississippi ; 
says that, with twenty-two Frenchmen, he caused 
all the . tribes along the river to ask for peace ; 
speaks of his right, under the royal patent, to 
build forts anywhere along his route, and grant 
out lands around them, as at Fort Frontenac. 

" My losses in my enterprises," he continues, 
" have exceeded forty thousand crowns. I am 
now going four hundred leagues south-south-west 
of this place, to induce the Chickasaws to follow 
the Shawanoes, and other tribes, and settle, like 
them, at St. Louis. It remained only to settle 
French colonists here, and this I have already 
done. I hope you will not detain them as coiireurs 
de bois, when they come down to Montreal to make 
necessary purchases. I am aware that I have no 
right to trade with the tiibes who descend to Mon- 
treal, and I shall not permit such trade to my men ; 
nor have I ever issued licenses to that effect, as my 
enemies say that I have done." ' 

Again, on the fourth of June following, he writes 
to La Barre, from the Chicago portage, complain- 
ing that some of his colonists, going to Montreal 
for necessary supplies, have been detained by his 
enemies, and begging that they may be allowed to 
retuni, that his enterprise may not he ruined. " The 
Iroquois," he pursues, " are again invading the coun- 
try. Last year, the Miamis were so alarmed by 
them that they abandoned their town and fled ; but, 

1 Leitre de la Sa!k a La Barre, Fort St. Loaia, 2 Asril, 1683, MS. The 
above ia BomewlmC condensed from puseages in tlie original. 
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at my return, they came back, and have been in- 
duced to settle with, the Illinois at my fort of 
St. Louis. The Iroquois have lately murdered 
some families of their nation, and they are all in 
terror again. I am afraid they will take iiight, and 
so prevent the Missouries and neighboring tribes 
from coming to settle at St. Louis, as they are about 
to do. 

" Some of the Hurons and French tell the Mi- 
amis that I am keeping them here for the Iroquois 
to destroy. I pray that you will let me hear from 
you, that I may give these people some assurances 
of protection before they are desti'oyed in my sight. 
Do not suffer my men who have come down to the 
settlements to be longer prevented from returning. 
There is great need here of reinforcements. The 
L-oquois, as I have said, have lately entered the 
country ; and a great terror prevails. X have post- 
poned going to Michillimackinac, because, if the 
Iroquois strike any blow in my absence, the Mi- 
arais will think that I am in league with them ; 
whereas, if I and the French stay among them, they 
will regard us as protectors. But, Monsieur, it is in 
vain that we risk our lives here, and that I exhaust 
my means in order to fulfil the mtentions of his 
Majesty, if all my measures are crossed in the 
settlements below, and if those who go down to 
bring munitions, without which we cannot defend 
ourselves, are detained under pretexts tinimped up 
for the occasion. If I am prevented from bringing 
up men and supplies, as I am allowed to do by the 
pei'mit of Count Frontenac, then my patent from the 
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king is useless. It would be very liai-d for us, 
after having done what was required even before 
the time prescribed, and after suffering severe losses, 
to have our efforts frustrated by obstacles got up 
designedly. 

" I trust that, as it lies with you alone to prevent 
or to permit the return of the men whom I have sent 
down, you will not so act as to thwart my plans. A 
pai't of the goods which I have sent by them belong 
not to me, but to the Sieur de Tonty, and are a pai't 
of his pay. Others are to buy munitions indispen- 
sable for our defence. Do not let my creditors seize 
them. It is for their advantage that my fort, full 
as it is of goods, should be held against the enemy. 
I have only twenty men, with scarcely a hundred 
pounds of powder ; and I cannot long hold the 
country without more. The Illinois are very capri- 
cious and uncertain. ... If I had men enough to 
send out to reconnoiti'e the enemy, 1 would have 
done so before this ; but I have not enough. I 
trust you will put it in my power to obtain more, 
that this important colony may be saved." ^ 

While La Salle was thus writing to La Barre, 
La Barre was writing to Seignelay, tlie Maiine and 
Colonial ^Minister, decrying his correspondent's dis- 
coveries, and pretending to doubt their reality. 



' Leth-e de la Salk, h La Barre, Portage de Ckieagou, i Juin, 1683, MS. 
PorlJonB of the above extracts are condensed in the rendering. A long 
passage is omitted, in ivhich La Salle expresses liie belief that his vessel, 
the " Griffin," had been destroyed, not by Indians, but by the pilot, who, 
Hs he thinks, had been induced to sink her, and tlien, with some of the 
crew, attempted to join Du Lhut with thew plunder, hut ivere captured by 
Indians on the Mississippi. 
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" The Iroquois," ho adds, " have sworn his [La 
Salle's] death. The imprudence of this man is 
about to involve the colony in wai"." ^ And again 
he wiites in the following spring, to say that La 
Salle was with a score of vagabonds at Green Bay, 
where he set himself up as a king, pillaged his 
countiymen, and put them to ransom ; exposed the 
tribes of the "West to the incursions of the Iroquois, — 
and all under pretence of a patent from his Majes- 
ty, the provisions of which he grossly abused ; but 
as his privileges would expire on the. twelfth of 
May ensuing, he would then be forced to come 
to Quebec, where his creditors, to whom he owed 
more than thirty thousand crowns, were anxiously 
awaiting him.^ 

Finally, when La Barre received the two letters 
from La Salle, of which the substance is given 
above, he sent copies of them to the Minister 
Seignelay, with the following comment: "By the 
copies of the Sieur de la Salle's letters, you will 
perceive that his head is turned, and that he has 
been bold enough to give you intelligence of a false 
discovery. He is trying to build up an imaginary 
kingdom for himself by debauching all the bank- 
rupts and idlers of this country."^ Such calumnies 
had their effect. The enemies of La Salle had al- 
ready gained the eai- of the king; and he had 



1 irfire de La Barre ax, Minhtre., U Nov. 1682, MS. 

a Lellre de La Barre au Mintsli-e, 30 Avril, 1G38. La Salle had spent 
the winter, not at Green Bay, as this slanderous letter declares, but in tlie 
lillnoia Lountry. 

a N.Y. Co?. Docs., ix. 204. The letter is dated 4 Hot. 1683, 
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■written m August ftom rontainebleau to his new 
Governor of Canada : " I am conyinced, like you, 
that the discovery of the Sieur de la Salle is very 
useless, and that such enterprises ought to be pre- 
vented in future, as they tend only to debauch the 
inhabitants by the hope of gain, and to diminish 
the revenue from beaver-skins."^ 

Ill ordei: to understand the posture of affairs at 
this time, it must be remembered that Dongan, the 
English Governor of New York, was urging on the 
Iroquois to attack the Western tribes, with the ob- 
ject of gaining, through their conquest, the control 
of the fur-trade of the interior, and diverting it 
from Monti^eal to Albany. The scheme was full 
of danger to Canada, which the loss of the trade 
would have ruined. La Barre and his associates 
were greatly alarmed at it. Its complete success 
would have been fatal to their hopes of profit ; but 
they nevertheless wished it such a measure of suc- 
cess as would ruin their rival, La Salle. Hence, 
no little satisfaction mingled with thek anxiety, 
when they heard that the Iroquois were again 
threatening to invade the Miamis and the Illinois ; 
and thus La Barre, whose duty it was strenuously 
to oppose the intrigue of the English, and use 
evety effort to quiet the ferocious bands whom they 
were hounding against the Indian allies of the 
French, was, in fact, but half-hearted in the work. 
He cut off La Salle from all supplies ; detained the 
men whom he sent for succor ; and, at a confer- 

1 Lellre du Eaij a La Bum, 6 AoHsl, 1683, MS. 
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ence with the Iroquois, told them that they were 
welcome to plunder and kill him.^ 

The old Governor, and the unscrupulous ring 
with which he was associated, now took a step, to 
which he was doubtless emboldened by the tone 
of the king's letter, in condemnation of La Salle's 
enterprise. He resolved to seize Fort Frontenac, 
the property of La Salle, under the pretext that 
the latter had not fulfilled the conditions of the 
grant, and had not maintained a sufficient gar- 
rison,* Two of his associates, La Chesnaye and 
Le Ber, armed with an order from him, went up 

1 Meliiot're pour rendre comple a itfbnsejjjnein- fc Mor/juis de Sagnelag de 
V:hat ou k Sievr de Lasalk a laiss^ le Fort FronteniK pendant k teiapa de sa 
d&oiivate, MS. The Marquis de Denonville, La Barre's successor in the 
government, says, in his memoir of Aug. 10, 1688, tliat La Barre had told 
the Iroquois to plunder La Salle's cajioea. 

La Barre's coarse at this time iras extremelj' indirect and equivocal. 
Tlie memoir to Seignelaj', cited above, declares — and otlier documents 
austdn it — that he wasplayinglnto the hands of the English, tiy seniJing 
furs, on his own account and that of his associates, to Albany, where lie 
could sell them at a high rate, and at tlie same time avoid tlie payment of 
duties to the French formers of the revenue. 

The merchants, La Chesnaye, Le Bcr, and Le Moyne, were at the head 
of tlie Ikction with which La Barre liad identified himself; and their Iiatred 
of La Salle knew no iMunds, If we are to believe La Folhene, he liim- 
self had foraierly, iii defence of his monopolies, told tlie Iroquois that they 
might plunder the canoes of traders who had not a pass tVom him. The 
adverse focfion now retorted by adding the permission of murder to the 
permission of pillage. Margry tiiinks tliat La Chesnaye was the prompter 
of this yiliany. 

* La Salle, when at Mackinaw, on his way to Quebec, in 1683, had 
been recalled to the Illinois, as we have seen, by a threatened Iroguoia 
invasion. There is before me a copy of a letter which he then wrote to 
Count Frontenac, beting him to send up more soldiete to the fort at his 
(La Salte's) expense. Frontenac, being about to sail for France, gave tliis 
letter to his newly arrived successor. La Barre, who, far from complying 
with the request, withdrew La Salle's soldiers already at the fort, and 
then made its defenceless state a pretext for seizing it. This si 
mode in the memoir addressed to Seigoelay, before cited. 
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and took possession, despite the remonsti-ances of 
La Salle's creditors and mortgagees ; lived on La 
Salle's stores, sold for their own profit, and (it is said) 
that of La Barre, the provisions sent by the king, 
and turned in the cattle to pasture on the growing 
crops. La Forest, La Salle's lieutenant, was told 
that he might retain the command of the fort, if he 
would join the associates ; hut he refused, and 
sailed in the autumn for Frarice.^ 

Meanwhile, La Salle remained at the Illinois 
in extreme emharrassment, cut off from supplies, 
robbed of his men who had gone to seek them, 
and disabled from fulfilling the pledges he had given 
to the surrounding Lidians. Such was his position, 
when reports came to Fort St. Louis that the L'o- 
quois were at hand. The Indian hamlets wore 
wHd with terror, beseeching him for succor which 
he had no power to give. Happily, the report 
proved false. No Iroquois appeared ; the threat- 
ened attack was postponed, and the summer passed 
away in peace. But La Salle's position, with the 
Governor his declared enemy, was intolerable and 
untenable ; and there was no resom-ee hut in the 
protection of the court. Eaily in the autumn, he 
left Tonty in command of the Rock, bade farewell 
to his savage retainers, and descended to Quebec, 
intending to sail for France. 

On his way, he met the Chevalier de Baugis, an 
officer of the king's dragoons, commissioned by 
La Barre to take possession of Fort St. Louis, and 

I These are tlio statements of the memorial, addressed in La Salle's 
behalf to the minister Seignelaf. 
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bearing letters from tlie Grovernor, ordering La 
Salle to come to Quebec ; a superfluous command, 
as he was then on his way thither. He smothered 
his wrath, and wrote to Touty to receive De Baugis 
well. The Chevalier and his party proceeded to the 
Illinois, and took possession of the fort ; De Baugis 
commanding for the Governor, while Tonty re- 
mained as representative of La Salle. The two 
officers spent the winter harmoniously ; and, with 
the return of spring, each found himself in sore 
need of aid from the other. Towards the end of 
March, the Iroquois attacked their citadel, and 
besieged it for six days, but at length withdrew, 
discomfited, carrying with them a number of In- 
dian prisoners, most of whom escaped from their 
clutches.' 

Meanwhile, La Salle had sailed for France, and 
thither we will follow him. 

(re, 6 Jui'n, 1684; 
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A NEW ENTEEPRISE. 

La Salle at Coufil His Piioposals. — Oocui-atios or Louisiana.— 

LvvAwos OF Mexico — Eoyal Fayoh, — I'kicpahation. — Tiiii Naval 
CoiiuANDEB Uia Jealousy of I>a Salle. — Uissensioks. 

From the wilds of the Illmois, — crag, forest, and 
prairie, squalid wigwams, and naked savages, — La 
Salle crossed the sea ; and before him rose the 
sculptured wonders of Versailles, that world of 
gorgeous illusion and hollow splendor, where Louis 
the Magnificent held his court. Amid its pomp of 
weai-y ceremonial, its glittering masquerade of vice 
and folly, its carnival of vanity and pride, stood the 
man whose home for sixteen years had been the 
wiklerness, his bed the eaith, his roof the sky, and 
his companions a rude nature and ruder men. In 
all that throng of hereditary nobles, there was none 
of a prouder spirit than the son of the burgher of 
Rouen. 

He announced what he had achieved hi words 
of energetic simplicity, more impressive tlran all 
the tinsel of rhetoric.^ He had friends near the 



1 Witness the following. He epeoks of himself in the third person, 
" To acquit liimaelf of tlie commission with wliich he was ciiareeil, he 
has neglected all his private aflaiis, because they were alien to his enter- 
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court, — Count Froiitcnac was one of them, — and 
he gained the car of the colonial minister. There 
was a wonderful change in the views of the court 
towards him. The great Colbert had lately died, 
bequeathing to his son Seignelay, his successor in 
the control of the Marine and Colonies, some of 
his talents, and all of his harshness and violence. 
Seignelay entered with vigor into the schemes of 
La Salle, and commended them to the king, his 
master. The memorial, in which these schemes 
are set forth, is still preserved, as well as another 
memorial designed to prepare the way for it ; aird 
the following is the substance of them. 

The prelimmary document states that the late 
Monseigneur Colbert was of opinion that it was 
important for the service of his Majesty to dis- 
cover a port in the Gulf of Mexico ; that to this 
end the memorialist, La Salle, made five journeys 
of tipwards of five thousand leagues, in great part 
on foot ; and traversed more than six hundred 
leagues of unknown country, among savages and 

prise; lie has omitted notliing tiiat was needful to its succeae, notwlth- 
EtJUiiIing dangerous illness, lienv}' losses, and all the other evils be lias 
mffered, wliich would Imve oyercome the courage of any one who liad 
not the same zcai and devotion for the accompli ihment of tliU purpose. 
During five years he liBs made five journeys, of more, in all, than live 
thousand leagues, for the most part on foot, with extreme fatigue, through 
snow and through waler, withotit escort, without provisions, without 
bread, without wine, without recreation, and without repose. lie has 
traversed more than six hundred leagues of country hithertu unknown, 
among saTago and cannibal nations, against whom he must daily make 
fight, though accompanied only by thirty-six men, and consoled only by 
the hope of succeeding in an enterprise which he tliouglit would be 
agreeable to his Mi^esty." 

See the original, as printed by Margry, Joarniil G^Mral de V Instruction 
PvbUqae, xxxi. 899. 
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cannibals, at the cost of a hundred and fifty thou- 
sand crowns. He now proposes to return by way 
of the Giilf of Mexico to the countries he lias 
discovered, whence great benefits may be expected ; 
fii-st, the cause of God may he advanced by the 
preaching of the gospel to many Indian tribes ; 
and, secondly, great conquests may be effected for 
the glory of the king, by the seizure of provinces 
rich in silver mines, and defended only by a few 
indolent and effeminate Spaniards. The Sieur de 
la Salle, pursues the memorial, binds himself to 
accomplish this enterprise within one year after 
his arrival on the spot ; and he asks for this 
purpose only one vessel and two hundred men, 
with their arms, munitions, pay, and maintenance. 
When Monseigneur shall direct him, he will give 
the details of what he proposes, The memorial 
then describes the boundless extent, the fertility 
and resources of the country watered by the River 
Colbei-t, or Mississippi; the necessity of guarding 
it against foreigners, who will be eager to seize it 
now that La Salle's discovery has made it known ; 
and the ease with which it may be defended by 
one or two forts at a proper distance above its 
mouth, which would form the key to an interior 
region eight hundred leagues in extent. " Should 
foreigners anticipate ua," he adds, " they will com- 
plete the rum of New France, which they aheady 
hem in by thek establishments of Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania, New England, and Hudson's Bay." ^ 

1 Mgmoire dn S'- de la Salle, pour reiidra compte h Monseigneur de S^g- 
nelay de la Jebouiferfe qu'il afaitepar I'mdre de sa Majesty, MS. 
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The second memorial is more explicit. The 
place, it says, which the Sleur de la Salle proposes 
to fortify, is on the River Colbert, or Mississippi, 
sixty leagues above its mouth, where the land is 
very fertile, the climate very mild, and whence we, 
the French, may control the continent; since, the 
river being narrow, we could defend ourselves by 
means of fire-ships against a hostile fleet, while the 
position is excellent both for attacking an enemy 
or retreating in case of need. The neighboring 
Indians detest the Spaniards, but love the French, 
having been won over by the kindness of the Sieur 
de la Salle. We could form of them an army of 
more than fifteen thousand savages, who, supported 
by the French and Abenakis, followers of the Sieur 
de la Salle, could easily subdue the province of 
New Biscay (the most northern province of Mex- 
ico), where there are but four hundred Spaniards, 
more fit to work the mines than to fight. On the 
north of New Biscay lie vast forests, extending 
to the River Seignelay^ (Red River), which is but 
forty or fifty leagues from the Spanish province. 
This liver affords the means of attacking it to 
great advantage. 

In view of these facts, pursues the memorial, the 
Sieur de la Salle offers, if the war with Spain con- 
tinues, to undertake this conquest with two hundred 
men from Frimce. He will take on his way fifty 
buccaneers at St. Domingo, and direct the four 

I This name, also given to tlie Illinois, ia used to designate Red River 
on the map of Tranqvielin, where the forests above mentioned are repre- 
seoted. 
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thousand Indian warriors at Fort St. Louis of tlie 
Illinois to descend the river and join him. He 
will separate his force into three divisions, and 
attack on the same day the centre and the two 
extremities of the province. To accomplish this 
great design, he asks only for a vessel of thirty guns, 
a few cannon for the forts, and power to raise jn 
France two hundred such men as he shall think 
fit, to he armed, paid, and maintained at the king's 
charge, for a term not exceeding a year, after which 
they will form a self-sustaining colony. And if a 
treaty of peace should prevent us from carrying 
our conquest into present execution, we shall place 
ourselves in a favorable position for effecting it on 
the outbreak of the next war with Spain/ 

Such, in brief, was the substance of this sin- 
gular proposition. And, fii'st, it is to be observed 
that it is based on a geographical blunder, the 
nature of which is explained by the map of La 
Salle's discoveries made in this very year. Here, 
the River Seignelay, or Ked River, is represented 
as running parallel to the northern border of Mexico, 
and at no great distance from it ; the region now 
called Texas being almost entirely suppressed. 
According to the map. New Biscay might be reached 
from this river in a few days ; and, after crossing the 
intervening forests, the coveted mines of Ste. Bai'be, 
or Santa Barbara, would be within striking dis- 
tance.® That La Salle believed in the possibility 

1 Mekoire da S'- de la Salle sm I'Enlreprise qu'U a propose a Monseignear 
le Morqais de S^gnday sur tine des proiiinces de MexiipK, MS, 

a Both the memorial and Hie map represent the banks of Bed River, 
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of invading the Spanish province of New Biscay 
from the Red Eiver, there can be no doubt ; neither 
can it reasonably be doubted that he hoped at some 
future day to make the attempt ; and yet it is in- 
credible thdt he proposed hia plan of conquest with 
the serious intention of attempting to execute it at 
the time and in the manner which he indicates. 
He was a bold schemer, but neither a madman nor 
a fool. The project, as set forth in his memorial, 
bears all the indications of being drawn up with 
the view of producing a certain eifect on the minds 
of the king and the minister. Ignorant as they 
were of the nature of the counti-y and the char- 
acter of its inhabitants, they could see nothing 
impracticable in the .plan of mustering and keeping 
together an army of fifteen thousand Indians.' 

La Salle's immediate necessity was to obtain from 
the court the means for estabhshing a fort and a 
colony within the mouth of the Mississippi. This 
was essential to his own commercial plans ; nor 

aa inbobited by Indians, cnlled Terliquiquimechi, and known to the 
Spaniards as Indios bi-avos, or Indies de giterra. Tlie Spaniards, it is 
adJed, were in great feat of tiiem, as they made frequent inroads into 
Meiico. La Salle's Mesiuan geograpliy was in all respecits confused and 
erroneous I nor was Seigneiay better informed. Indeed, Spanish jealousy 
placed correct information heyond their reach. 

1- Wliile the plan, as proposed in the memorial, was clearly imprac- 
ticable, the sutsequent experience of the IFrencli in Texas tended to prove 
that the tribes of that region could be used irith advantage in attacking 
the Spaniards of Mexico, and that an inroad, on a comparatively email 
scale, might have iJeen snccessfully made with thrfr help. In 1689, Tonty 
actually made the attempt, as we shall see, but Med from the desertion 
of his men. In 1697, the Sieur de Louvigny wrote to the Minister of the 
Marine, asking to complete La Salle's discovories, and invade Meirico 
from Texas, — LetlTe.de M. de Lmnigny, H Oct. 1697. MS. In an unpub. 
lished memoir of the year 1700, the seizure of the Mexican mines is pven 
OB ouQ of the luotives of the colonization of Loolsiana. 
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did he in the least exaggerate the value of such an 
estabhshment to the French nation, and the im- 
portance of anticipating other powers in the posses- 
sion of it. But he needed a more ghttering lure to 
attract the eyes of Louis and Seignelay; and thus, 
it would appear, he held before them, in a definite 
and tangible form, the project of Spanish conquest 
which had haunted his imagination from youth, 
trusting that the speedy conclusion of peace, which 
actually took place, would absolve him from the 
immediate execution of the scheme, and give him 
time, with the means placed at his disposal, to 
mature his plans and prepare for eventual action. 
Such a procedure may be charged with indirectness ; 
hut it was in accordance with the wily and poli- 
tic element from which the iron nature of La Salle 
was not £i-ee, but which was often defeated in its 
aims by other elements of his character. 

Even with this madcap enterprise lopped off. 
La Salle's scheme of Mississippi trade and coloniza- 
tion, perfectly sound in itself, was too vast for an 
individual ; above all, for one crippled and crushed 
with debt. While he grasped one link of the great 
chain, another, no less essential, escaped from his 
hand; while he built up a colony on the Missis- 
sippi, it was reasonably certain that evil would 
befall his distant colony of the Illinois. 

The glittering project which he now unfolded 
found favor in the eyes of the king and the minis- 
ter ; for both were in the flush of an unparalleled 
success, and looked in the future, as in the past, for 
nothing but triumphs. They granted more than 
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the petitioner asked, as indeed they well might, 
if they expected the accomplishment of all that 
he proposed to attempt. I.a Forest, La Salle's lieu- 
tenant, ejected from Fort Frontenac by La Barre, 
was now at Paris ; and he was despatched to 
Canada, empowered to reoccupy, in La Salle's 
name, both Fort Frontenac and Fort St. Louis 
of the Illinois. The king himself wrote to La 
Barre in a strain that must have sent a cold thrill 
through the veins of that official. " I hear," he 
says, " that you have taken possession of Fort Fron- 
tenac, the property of the Sieur de la Saile, driven 
away his men, suffered his land to run to waste, 
and even told the Iroquois that they might seize 
him as an enemy of the colony." He adds, that, 
if this is true, he must make reparation for the 
wrong, and place all La Salle's property, as well 
as his men, in the hands of the Sieur de la Forest, 
" as I ara satisfied that Fort Frontenac was not 
abandoned, as you wrote to me that it had been."^ 
Four days later, he wrote to the Inteudairt of 
Canada, De Meules, to the effect that the bearer. 
La Forest, is to suffer no impediment, and that 
La Barre is to surrender to him, mthout reserve, 
all that belongs to La Salle.^ Armed with this 
letter. La Forest sailed for Canada.^ 

1 LfUre da Roy a h Barre, Versailles, 10 Avrll, 168i, MS. 

2 Lfltre d» Roy a De Meules, Versailles, li Avril, 1684. Seigneloy wrote 
to De Menles to the same eOecC. 

' On La Forest's mission, — Mgmmre poar represenler & Monseigiieiir le 
Marquis de Seignelai/ la n^essil^ (Teneoiier le S'- de la Forest en diligence a 
h, NouBef/e France, MS. ; Lettre du Rog a la Barre, U Anil, 1684, MS. ; 
Ibid., 31 Ocl. 1684, MS. 

Tliere ia before mo a promissory note of La Salle to La Forest, of 5,200 
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La Salle had asked for two vessels,^ and four 
were given to him. Agents were sent to Ebchelle 
and E-ochefort to gather recruits. A hundred sol- 
diers were enrolled, besides mechanics and labor- 
ers ; and thirty volunteers, including gentlemen and 
burghers of condition, joined the expedition. And, 
as the plan was one no less of colonization than of 
war, several families embarked for the new land 
of promise, as well as a number of girls, lured by 
the prospect of almost certain matrimony. Nor 
were missionaries wanting. Among them was La 
Salle's brother, Cavelier, and two other priests of 
St. Sulpice, Three KecoUets were added : Zenobe 
Membre, who was then in France ; Anastase 
Douay, and Maxime Le Clercq. Including sol- 
diers, sailors, and colonists of all classes, the num- 
ber embarked was about two hundred and eighty. 
The principal vessel was the " Joly," belonging to the 
royal navy, and carrying thirty-six guns. Another 
armed vessel of six guns was added, together with 
a store-ship and a ketch. 

In an evil hour, the naval command of the expe- 
dition was given to Beaujeu, a captain of the royal 
navy, who was subordinated to La Salle in every 

IWres, dated at Roohelle, 17 July, 1684. This seems to be pay due to La 
Forest, who had served as La Salle'a ofBcer for nine years. A memoran- 
dum ia attaohed, signed by La Salle, to the efTect, tliat it is tiis vrish thai 
La Forest reimburse liimself, " par pr^e'reace," out of any property of hia. 
La Salle'a, in France or Canada. 

1 Le Siear de ia Salle dematide, MS. This is the caption of the memo- 
iM, in wbich he states wbat ia required ; viz., a war vessel of thirty guna, 
pay and maintenance of two hundred men for a year at fnrtlieat, tools, 
munitions, cannon for the ibrts, a small vessel in pieces, the fumitnre of 
two chapels, a Ibrge, with a supply of iron, weapons for his folbwere and 
Hllies, mediciuea, &c. 
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thing but the management of the vessels at sea,' 
He had his full shai-e of the arrogant and scornful 
spirit which marked the naval service of Louis 
XIV., joined to the contempt for commerce which 
belonged to the noblesse of France, but which did 
not always prevent them from dabbling in it when 
they cQuld do so with secrecy and profit. He was 
unspeakably galled that a civilian should be placed 
over him, and he, too, a burgher recently ennobled. 
La Salle was far from being the man to soothe his 
ruffled spirit. Bent on his own designs, asking no 
counsel, and accepting none ; detesting a divided 
authority, impatient of question, cold, reserved, and 
impenetrable, — he soon wrought his colleague to the 
highest pitch of exasperation. While the vessels 
still lay at Hochelle ; while all was bustle and prep- 
aration ; while stores, arms, and munitions were 
embarking ; while faithless agents were gathering 
beggars and vagabonds from the streets to serve as 
soldiers and artisans, — Beaujeu was giving vent to 
his disgust in long letters to the minister. 

He complains that the vessels are provisioned 
only for six months, and that the voyage to the 
river which La Salle claims to have discovered, 
and again back to France, cannot be made in that 
time. If La Salle had told him at the fii'st what 
■was to be done, he could have provided accord- 
ingly; but now it is too late. " He says," pursues 
the indignant commander, " that there are fourteen 

lie, VemaiUes, 12 Asril, 1684, signf. 
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passengere, besides the Sieur Minet,^ to sit at my 
table. I hope that a fund will be provided for 
them, and that I shall not be required to support 
them." 

" You have ordered me, Monseigneui'," he con- 
tinues, " to give all possible aid to this undertaking, 
and I shall do so to the best of my power ; but 
permit me to take great credit to myself, for I find 
it very hard to submit to the orders of the Sieur 
de la Salle, whom I believe to be a man of merit, 
but who has no experience of war, except with 
savages, and who has no rank, while I have been 
captain of a ship thirteen years, and have served 
thirty, by sea and land. Besides, Monseigneur, he 
has told me that, in case of his death, you have 
dhected that the Sieur de Tonty shall succeed him. 
This, indeed, is very hard ; for, though I am not 
acquainted with that country, I should be very 
dull, if, being on the spot, I did not know, at the 
end of a month, as much of it as they do. I beg, 
Monseigneur, that I may at least sbai'e the com- 
mand with them ; and that, as regards war, nothing 
may be done without my knowledge and concur- 
rence ; for, as to their commerce, I neither intend 
nor desire to know any thing about it." " 

In another letter, he says: "He [La Salle] is so 
suspicious, and so fearful that somebody will pen- 
etrate his secrets, that I dare not ask him any 
thing." And, again, he complains of being placed 
in subordination to a man " who never commanded 

I One of the engineers of the espedition. 

* Loire de Beaujm au Ministre, Bechdle, 30 Mai, 1684, MS. 



I .y Google 



1684-1 JOUTEL. 313 

anybody but school-boys." ' " I pray," be continues, 
"that my orders may be distinct and explicit, that 
I may not be held answerable fov what may happen 
in consequence of the Sieur de la Salle's exercising 
command." 

He soon fell into a dispute with him with respect 
to the division of command on board the " Joly," 
Beaujeu demanding, and it may be thought with 
good reason, that, when at sea, his authority 
should uiclude all on board ; while La Salle in- 
sisted that only the sailors, and not the soldiers, 
should be under his orders, " Though this is a 
very important matter," writes Beaujeu, " we have 
not quarrelled, but have referred it to the In- 
tendant." ^ 

While these ill-omened bickerings went on, the 
various members of the expedition were mustering 
at Eochelle. Joutel, a fellow-townsman of La 
Salle, returning to his native Houen, after sixteen 
years of service in the army, found all astir with 
the new project. His father had been gardener to 
La Salle's uncle, Henri Cavelier ; ^ and, being of an 
adventurous spirit, he was induced to volunteer for 

' " Qui n'a jamaia commando qu'i dcs eooliers." — Leitre de Baiujeit 
an Minisire, 21 Jain, 1684, MS. It appears from Hennepin tliat La Salle 
was very sensitive to any ailluaion to a " pedant," or pedagogue. 

2 Ldtre de Beaujeu oil Minisire, 26 Jiiia, 1684, MS. Arnoult, the In- 
tendanl at Rochelle, had received tlie king's ordevi to aid the enlerpriae. 
In a letter to Xa Salie, dated 14 April, and enclosing his commission, the 
king tells liirn that Beaujeu is to command the working of the ship, la 
maitieiiin-e, subject to his direction. Louis XIV. seems to have taken no 
little interest in the enterprise. He tells La Barre in one of his letters 
that 1a Salle is a man whom lie has (aken under his speeia! protection. 

5 At the modest wages of fifly francs a year and 
Pamilj papers found by Margry. 

27 
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the enterprise, of which he was to become the hia- 
torian. With La Salle's brother, the priest, and 
two of his nephews, of whom one was a hoy of 
fourteen, hesides several others of his acquaintance, 
Joutel set out for Eochelle, where all were to em- 
bai^k together for their promised land.* 

' Joutel, Journal Histonqm, 12. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

1G84-1685. 
LA SALLE IK TEXAS. 

— QlTABREl^ WITH BeAUJEU. — St. DojHNQO. — La SaI.1.11 

[I Feveh. — His Despehate CoMniTioM. — The Gulf of 
Mexico. — A FatalEbhor.— 'Landino. — Weeok op the "Aitiiablk." 
— Ij<dia?( Attack. — Teeachbry of Beadjhu — Osiebb op Dia- 

The four ships sailed on. the twenty-fourth of 
July ; but the " Joly " soon broke her bowsprit, and 
they were forced to put back.' On the first of 
August, they again set sail. La Salle, with the 
principal persons of the expedition, and a crowd of 
soldiers, artisans, and women, the destined mothers 
of Louisiana, were all on board the " Joly," Beau- 
jeu wished to touch at Madeira: La Salle, for 
excellent reasons, refused ; and hence there was 
great indignation among passengers and crew. 
The surgeon of the ship spoke with insolence to 
La Salle, who rebuked him, whereupon Beaujeu 
took up the word in behalf of the offender, saying 
that the surgeon was, like himself, an ofhcer of the 

i La Salle belleyed that this mishap, which took place in good 
weather, was intentional. — M^raoiTe autogtaphe de I'AWii Jea-n C'aveMer sur 
If Voyage de 1684, MS. Compare Jontel, 15. 
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king,' When they crossed the tropic, the sailors 
made ready a tub on deck to baptize the passengers, 
after the villanous practice of the time ; but La Salle 
refused to permit it, to the disappointment and 
wrath of all the crew, who had expected to extort 
a bountiful ransom, in money and liquor, from their 
victims. There was an incessant chafing between 
the two commanders ; and when at length, after a 
long and wretched Yoyage, they reached St. Do- 
mingo, Beaujeu showed clearly that he was, to say 
the least, utterly indifferent to the interests of the 
expedition. La Salle wished to stop at Port de 
Paix, where he was to meet the Marquis do St. 
Laurent, Lieutenant-General of the Islands ; Begou, 
the Intendant ; and De Cussy, Governor of the 
Island of La Tortue, — who had orders from the 
king to supply him with provisions, and give him 
all possible assistance. Beaujeu had consented to 
stop here ; ® but he nevertheless ran by tlie place 
in the night, and, to the extreme vexation of La 
Salle, cast anchor on the twenty-seventh of Sep- 
tember, at Petit Goave, on the other side of the 
island. 

The "Joly"was alone; the other vessels had 
lagged behind. She had more than fifty sick men 

1 " Le capitaine du batiment, qui avait en deux autrGa occasions assez 
fiiit connoltre qu'il dloit ni&ontetit deeeque aonautorite'e'toit paringee, 
prit la parole, diaant au dit S'- de la Salle que le uliirurgien ^toit offlcier 
da roi oomnje lui." — M€iaoire autographs de I' Abbe Jean Cavdier, MS. 

* " C'est li (au Port de Paix) ou M'- de Beaujeu f tait convenu de 
a'arrfiter." — Meiiioire autograpke de l'Abb€ Jean Cavdier. Joute! says tliat 
this was resolTed on at a oouadl held on board tlie " My," and tliat a 
Frocks Verbal to that effect was drawn up. — Journal Hislorique, 23. 
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on board, and La Salle was of the number. He 
despatched a messenger to St. Laurent, Bcgon, and 
Cussy, begging them to join him, commissioned 
Joutel to get the sick ashore, suffocating as they 
were in the hot and crowded ship, and caused the 
soldiers to be landed on a small island in the harbor. 
Scarcely had the voyagers sung 7*6 Deum for their 
safe arrival, when two of the lagging vessels ap- 
peared, bringing the disastrous tidings that the third, 
the ketch " St. Francois," had been taken by the 
Spaniards. She was laden with munitions, tools, 
and other necessaries for the colony ; and the loss 
was irreparable. Beaujeu wag answerable for it ; 
for, had he followed his instructions, and anchored 
at Port de Paix, it would not have occurred. The 
Lieutenant-General, with Begon and Cussy, who 
had arrived, on La Salle's request, plainly spoke 
their minds to him.^ 

Meanwhile, La Salle's illness rose to a violent 
fever. He lay delirious in a wretched garret in 
the town, attended by his brother, and one or two 
others who stood faithful to him. A goldsmith of 
the neighborhood, moved at his deplorable con- 
dition, offered the use of his house ; and the Abbe 
Caveller had him removed thither. But there was 
a tavern hard by, aird the patient was tormented 
with daily and nightly riot. At the height of the 
fever, a party of Beaujeu's sailors spent a night 
in singing and dancing before the house ; and, says 
Cavalier, " The more we begged them to be quiet, 

• Joutel, Journal Hislorique, 28. 
'27* 
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the more noise they made." La Salle lost reason 
and well-nigh life ; but at length his mind resumed 
its balance, and the violence of the disease abated. 
A friendly Capucin friar offered him the shelter 
of his roof; and two of his men supported him 
thither on foot, giddy with exhaustion and hot with 
fever. Here he found repose, and was slowly re- 
covering, when some of his attendants rashly told 
him of the loss of the ketch " St. Fran9ois ; " and the 
consequence was a critical return of the disease.^ 

There was no one to fill his place ; Beaujeu 
would not ; Cavelier could not. Joutel, the gar- 
dener's son, was apparently the most trusty man 
of the company ; but the expedition was virtually 
without a head. The men roamed on shore, and 
plunged into every excess of debauchery, conti'act^ 
ing diseases which eventually killed them. 

Beaujeu, in the extremity of ill humor, resumed 
his correspondence with Seignelay. " But for tlie 
illness of the Sieur de la Salle," he writes, " I 
could not venture to report to you the progress of 
our voyage, as I am charged only with the navi- 
gation, and he with the secrets ; but as his malady 
has deprived him of the use of his faculties, both 
of body and mind, I have thought myself obliged 
to acquaint you with what is passing, and of the 
condition in which we are." 

He then declares that the ships freighted by La 
Salle were so slow, that the " Joly " had continually 
been forced to wait for them, thus doubling the 

1 The above particulars are from the iinpublished memoir of La Salle's 
brother, the Abhi Caveher, already cited. 
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length of the voyage ; that he had not had water 
enough for the passengers, as La Salle had not told 
him that there were to he any such till the day 
they came on boai'd; that great numbers were sick, 
and that he had told La Salle there would be 
trouble, if he filled ail the space between decks 
with his goods, and forced the soldiers and sailors 
to sleep on deck ; that he had told him he would 
get no provisions at St. Domingo, but that he in- 
sisted on stopping; that it had always been so; 
that, whatever he proposed. La Salle would refuse, 
alleging orders from the king; "and now," pursues 
the ruffled commander, " everybody is ill ; and he 
himself has a violent fever, as dangerous, the sur- 
geon tells me, to the mind as to the body," 

The rest of the letter is in the same strain. He 
says that a. day or two after La Salle's illness began, 
his brother Cavelier came to ask him to take 
charge of his affairs ; but that he did not wish to 
meddle with them, especially as nobody knows 
any thing about them, and as La Salle has sold 
some of the ammunition and provisions ; that Cav- 
elier tells him that he thinks his brother keeps no 
accounts, wisliing to hide his affairs from every- 
body ; that he learns from buccaneers that the 
enti^ance of the Mississippi is very shallow and 
difficult, and that this is the worst season for navi- 
gating the Gulf; that the Spaniards have in these 
seas six vessels of from thirty to sixty guns each, 
besides row-galleys ; but that he is not afraid, and 
will perish, or bring back an account of the Missis- 
sippi. " Nevertheless," he adds, "if the Sieur de 
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la Salle dies, I shall pursue a course different from 
that which he has marked out; for his plans are 
not good." 

" If," he continues, " you permit me to speak my 
mind, M. de la Salle ought to have been satisfied 
with discovering his river, without undertaking to 
conduct three vessels with troops two thousand 
leagues through so many different climates, and 
across seas entirely unknown to him. I grant that 
he is a man of knowledge ; that he has reading, 
and even some tincture of navigation ; but there is 
eo much difference between theory and practice, 
that a man who has only the former will always 
be at fault. There is also a great difference be- 
tween conducting canoes on lakes and along a 
river, and navigating ships with troops on distant 
oceans." ^ 

It was near the end of ^November before La Salle 
could resume the voyage. Beaujeu had been heai'd 
to say, that he would wait no longer for the store- 
ship " Aimable," and that she might follow as she 
could.^ La Salle feared that he would abandon 
her ; and he therefore embarked in her himself, 
with his friend Joutel, his brother Cavelier, Mem- 



B perraettez de dire mon sentiment, M. de la Salle de- 
I'ayoir diJoouvert bb riviere, sans se clutter de coiiduii'e 
dea troupes b, deux miQe lieues au travera de tant de 
climata difiGrenta etpardes mers qui lui etaient tout fi fait inconiiueB. Je 
demeure d'luieord qu'il eat savant, qu'il a de lalectnre, ot nieme quelque 
teinture de la naTigation. Mais il y a (ant de diSErence entre !a tliSorie 
et la pratique, qu'un homrae qui n'aura que nelle-li s'y trompera toujoura, 
Ufa aussi bieu de la difference entre conduire des canots sur des laca et 
le long d'nne rivifere et mener des Taiseeaux et dea troupes dans des men 
6i aoign&s." ~ Lalye de Bemjsu oa Ministre, 20 Oct. IflSi, MS. 
' MSimre aabi^phe de l'Ahb€ Jean Gaudier, MS. 
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bre, Douay, and others, the trustiest of his fol- 
low rs. On the twenty-fifth, they set sail ; the 
".Toly" and the little frigate "Belle" following, 
T ley coasted the shore of Cuba, and landed at the 
IbJe of Pines, where La Salle shot an alligator, 
which the soldiers ate ; and the hunters brought 
in a -wild pig, half of which he sent to Beaujeu. 
Then they advanced to Cape St. Antoine, where 
bad weather and contrary winds long detained 
them. A load of cares oppressed the mind of La 
Salle, pale and haggard with recent illness, wrapped 
within his own thoughts, seeking sympathy from 
none. The feud of the two commanders still ran- 
kled beneath the veil of formal courtesy ■with 
which men of the world hide their dislikes and 
enmities. 

At length, they entered the Gulf of Mexico, that 
forbidden sea, whence by a Spanish decree, dating 
from the reign of Philip II., all foreigners were 
excluded on pain of extermination.^ Not a man 
on board knew the secrets of its perilous naviga- 
tion. Cautiously feeling their way, they held a 
northerly course, till, on the twenty-eighth of De- 
cember, a sailor at the mast-head of the " Aimahle" 
saw land. La Salle and all the pilots had been 
led to form an exaggerated idea of the force of 
the easterly currents ; and they therefore supposed 
themselves near the Bay of Appalache, when, in 
fact, they were much farther westward. At their 
right lay a low and sandy shore, washed by break- 

1 Lmet of Den Lma de Onk to t!w St-caarij of State, Amencai Slate 
Papers, xii. 27, 81. 
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ers, which made the landing dangerous. La Salle 
had taken the latitude of the mouth of the iflissis- 
sippi, hut could not determine the longitude. On 
the sixth of January, the "Aimahle" seems to 
have been very near it ; hut his attempts to recon- 
noitre the shore were fmstrated by the objections 
of the pilot of the vessel, to which, with a- fatal 
facility, very unusual with him, he suffered himself 
to yield.^ Still convinced that the Mississippi was 
to the westward, ho coasted the shores of Texas. 
As Joutel, with a boat's crew, was vainly trying to 
land, a party of Indians swam out through the surf, 
and were taken on board ; but La Salle could learn 
nothing from them, as their language was wholly 
unknown to liim. The coast began to trend south- 
wai-d. They saw that they had gone too far. 
Joutel again tried to land, but the surf that lashed 
the sand-bars deterred him. lie approached as 
near as he dared, and, beyond the inteiwening 
breakers, saw vast plains and a dim expanse of 
forests ; the shaggy buifalo running with their 
heavy gallop along the shore, and troops of deer 
grazing on the marshy meadows. 

A few days after, he succeeded in reaching the 
shore at a point not far south of Matagorda Bay. 
The aspect of the country was not cheering ; sandy 
plains and shallow ponds of salt water, full of 
wild ducks and other fowl. The sand was thickly 

1 Joutel, 45. He places the date on the fentli, but elsewhere covreotB 
himself. La Salle himself says, " La hauteur nous a fait remarquer . . . 
que ce q^ue nous avons vue, le sixifime jaovier, estolt en effet la prJoeipale 
entree de la rirl^re que nous cherchions." — Leltre de la ShIIb au Miniatre, 
4 Mars, 1686. 
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marked with the hoof-prmts of deer and bsiffalo ; 
and they saw them in the distance, but could kill 
none. They had been for many days separated 
from the " Joly," when at length, to La Salle's great 
relief, she hove In sight ; but his joy was of short 
duration. Beaujeu sent D'Aire, his lieutenant, on 
board the " Aimable," to charge La Salle with 
having deserted him. The desertion in fact was 
his own ; for he had stood out to sea., instead of 
coasting the shore, according to the plan agreed 
on. Now ensued a discussion as to their position. 
Had they in fact passed the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi ; and, granting that they had, how far had 
they left it behind 1 La Salle was confident that 
they had passed it on the sixth of January, and 
he urged Beaujeu to turn back vrith him in quest 
of it. Beaujeu replied that he had not provisions 
enough, and must return to France without delay, 
unless La Salle would supply him from his own 
stores. La Salle offered him provisions for fifteen 
days, which was more than enough for the additional 
time required ; but Beaujeu remained perverse and 
impracticable, and would neither consent nor re- 
fuse. La Salle's men beguiled the time with 
hunting on shore ; and he had the com-tesy, very 
creditable under the circumstances, to send a share 
of the game to his colleague. 

Time wore on. La Salle grew impatient, and 
landed a party of men, under bis nephew Moran- 
get and his townsman Joutel, to explore the adjacent 
shores. They made their way on foot northward 
and eastward for several days, tiU they were stopped 
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by a river too wide and deep to cross. They en- 
camped, and were making a canoe, when, to their 
great joy, for they were famishing, they descned 
the ships, which had followed them along the coast. 
La Salle landed, and became convinced — his wish, 
no doubt, fathering the thought — that the river 
was no other than the stream now called Bayou 
Lafoui'che, which forms a western month of the 
Miss^sippi.' He thought it easier to ascend by 
this passage thaii to retrace his course along the 
coast, against the winds, the currents, and the ob- 
stinacy of Beaujeu. Eager, moreover, to be rid of 
that refractory commander, ho resolved to disem- 
bark his followers, and despatch the " Joly" back 
to France. 

The Bay of St, Louis, now Matagorda Bay,^ 

• La Salle dates his letter to Seignelay, of the fourth of March : " A 
Pemboacliareoccideiitale diiJieiii-B Cdbert" (Mississippi). He says, "La siuson 
etftnt fr^e-avance'e, et voyant qu'i! me restoit fort pea &e temps pour 
achever I'entreprise 3ont j'estois eliai^, je rdsolus de remonter ce canal do 
fleuve Colbert, plus tost que de retouruer au plus considerable, floigii6 de 
26 i 80 lieuea d'icy vers le nord-est, que nous arioiis remarquiS dbs le 
sixi&mB Janvier, mais que nous n'avions pu reconnoistre, croyant sur le 
rapport des pilotea du vaieseau de m Majeste et des nostres, n'avoir paa 
encore pass^ la baje du Saint-Eeprit" (Mobile Bay). He adds that the 
difBeulty of returning to the principal mouth of the Mississippi had caused 
him " prendre le party de remonter le fleuve par icy." Tliis fully ex- 
plains thereseon of La Salle's landing on the coast of Texas, which would 
otlierwise have been a postponemimt, not to say an abandonment, of the 
miun object of Ihe enterprise. He believed, liimaelf at the western moutli 
of the Mississippi; and he meant to ascend it, insteadof goingby seatothe 
prindpal mouth. Ahout half the length of Bayon Lafourche is laid down 
on Franquelin's map of 1684 ; and this, together with La Salle's letter and 
the statements of Joutel, plainly shows the nature of his error. 

2 The St. Bernard's Bay of old maps. La Salle, in his letter to Seig- 
nelay of 4 March, says, that it is in latitude twenty^eight degrees and 
eighteen or twenty minutes. This answers to the entrance of Matagorda 
Bay. 

In the Archives de la Marine is preserved a map made by an engineer 
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forms a broad and sheltered harbor, accessible 
from the sea by a narrow passage, obstructed by 
sand-bars, and by the small island now called 
Pelican Island. Ija Salle prepared 'to disembark 
on the western shore, near the place which now 
bears his name ; and, to this end, the " Aimable " 
and the "Belle" must be brought over the bar. 
Boats were sent to sound and buoy out the channel, 
and this was successfully accomplished on the six- 
teenth of Februai-y. The " Aimable " was ordered 
to enter; and, on the twentieth, she weighed anchor. 
La Salle was on shore watching her. A pai'ty of 
men, at a little distance, were cutting down a tree 
to make a canoe. Suddenly, some of them ran 
towards him with tei-riiied faces, crying out that 
they had been set upon by a troop of Indians, who 
had seized their companions and caiTied them off. 
La Salle ordered those about him to take their 
arms, and at once set out in pursuit, He overtook 
the Indians, and opened a parley with them ; but 
when he wished to reclaim his men, he discovered 
that they had been led away during the conference 
to the Indian camp, a league and a half distant. 
Among them was one of his lieutenants, the young 
Marquis do la Sablonniere. He was deeply vexed, 
for the moment was critical ; but the men must be 

of the expedition, inscribed Mimilij del, and entitled Entrde da he ok on 
a laisse k SieuT de la SaUe. It repreeents the eiitrHiice of Mtitngorda 
Bay, the camp of La Salle on the left, the Indian camps on Hie borders of 
the bay, the "Belle" lying safely at anchor ivithiii, the "Aimable" 
stranded near the island at the entrance, and the " Joly " andiored in the 

At Versailles, Salle des Mavinea, tliere is a good modern picture of 
die landing of La Salle in Texas. 



I .y Google 



32b LA SALLE IN TEXAS. [1685. 

recovered, and he led his followers in haste towards 
the camp. Yet he could not refrain from turning 
a moment to watch the " Aimable," as she neared 
the shoals ; and he remarked with deep anxiety to 
Joutel, who was with him, that if she lield that 
course she woiild soon be aground. 

They hmiied on till they saw the Indian huts. 
About fifty of them, oven-shaped, and covered viith 
mats and hides, were clustered on a rising ground, 
with their inmates gathered among and ai'ound 
them. As the Prench entered the camp, there 
was the report of a cannon from the seaward. 
The startled savages dropped flat with terror. A 
different fear seized La Salle, for he knew that the 
shot was a signal of disaster. Lookmg back, he 
saw the " Aimable " furling her sails, and his heart 
sank with the conviction that she had sti'uck ixpon 
the reef. Smothering his distress, — she was laden 
with all the stores of the colony, — he pressed for- 
ward among the filthy wigwams, whose astonished 
inmates swai'med about the bai^d of armed strangers, 
staling between curiosity and fear. La Salle knew 
those with whom he was dealing, and, without 
ceremony, entered the chief's lodge with his fol- 
lowers. The crowd closed around them, naked 
men and half-naked women, described by Joutel 
as of a singular ugliness. They gave buffalo-meat 
and dried porpoise to the unexpected guests ; but 
La Salle, racked with anxiety, hastened to close 
the interview ; and, having without difficulty re- 
covered the kidnapped men, he returned to the 
beach, leaving with the Indians, as usual, an im- 
pression of good-will and respect. 
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When he reached the shore, he saw his worst 
feai'9 realized. The " Aimable " lay careened over 
on the reef, hopelessly aground. Little remained 
but to endure the calamity with firmness, and to 
save, as far as might be, the vessel's cargo. This 
was no easy task. The boat which Imng at her stern 
had been stove in, — it is said, by design, Beau- 
jcu sent a boat from the " Joly," and one or more 
Indian pirogues were procured. La Salle urged 
on his men with stern and patient energy ; a quan- 
tity of gunpowder and flour was safely landed ; but 
now tlie wind blew fresh from the sea, the waves 
began to rise, a storm came on, the vessel, rocking 
to and fro on the sand-bar, opened along her side, 
the ravenous waves were strewn with her treasures ; 
and, when the confusion was at its height, a troop 
of Indians came down to the shore, greedy for 
plunder. The drum was beat ; the men were 
called to ai'ras ; La Salle set his ti'ustiest followers 
to guard the gunpowder, in fear, not of the Indians 
alone, but of his own countrymen. On that lam- 
entable night, the sentinels walked their rounds 
through the dreary bivouac among the casks, bales, 
and boxes which the sea had yielded up ; and 
here, too, their fate-hunted chief held his dreaiier 
vigU, encompassed with treachery, darkness, and 
the storm. 

Those who have recorded the disaster of the 
" Aimable " affirm that she was wilfully wrecked,^ 

1 This is said by Joutel and Le Clercq^, and by ta Salle liimaelf, in his 
letter to Stignelay, 4 March, 1685, aa well as in the aewuiit of (he wveck 
drawn up officially. — Prods verbal dii Sieur de la Salle sur le naufraje de la 
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an atrocious act of revenge against a man whose 
many talents often bore for him no other fruit 
than the deadly one of jealousy and hate. 

The neighboring Bracaraos Indians still hovered 
about them, with very doubtful friendship ; and, a 
few days after the wreck, the praine was seen on 
fire. As the smoke and flame rolled towards them 
before the wind, La Salle caused all the grass about 
the camp to be cut and carried away, and especially 
around the spot where the powder was placed. The 
danger was averted ; but it soon became known that 
the Indians had stolen a number of blankets and 
other articles, and carried them to their wigwams. 
Unwilling to leave his camp, La Sallo sent his 
nephew Moranget and several other volunteers, 
with a party of men, to reclaim them. They went 
up the bay in a boat, landed at the Indian camp, 
and, with more mettle than discretion, marched into 
it, sword in hand. The Indians ran off, and the rash 
adventurers seized upon several canoes as an equiva- 
lent for the stolen goods. Not knowing how to 
manage them, they made slow progress on theu" way 
back, and were overtaken by night before reaching 
the French camp. They landed, made a fire, placed 



Jlwie I'AimaUe h rembauchure da Fkuve C'c&eit, MS, He chai'ges it, as do also 
the ottiera, upon Aigron, the pilot of the vessel, the same who had prevented 
hini from exploring tlie mouth of the Missiesippi on the sixth of January. 
Tlie charges are supported by expliolt statements, wliieh render tliem 
probable The loss was very great, including, nearly all the beef and 
other provisiolis, BO barrels of wine, i pieces of cannon, 1,620 balls, 400 
gienades 4,000 pounds of iron, 5,000 pounds of lead, most of the black- 
smith s ^nd carpenter's tools, a forge, a mill, cordage, boxes of arms, 
nearlv all the medicines, most of the baggage of the soldiers and oolo- 
msta, and a variety of miscellaneous goods. 
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a sentinel, and laj' down on the dry guass to sleep. 
The sentinel folLowed their example ; when sud- 
denly they were awakened by the war-whoop and 
a shower of arrows. Two volnnteers, Oris and 
Desloges, were killed on the spot ; a thii-d, named 
Gayen, was severely wounded ; and young Moranget 
received an arrow through the arm. He leaped up 
and fired his gun at the vociferous but invisible foe. 
Others of the party did the same, and the Indians 
fled. 

This untoward incident, joined to the loss of the 
store-ship, completed the discoui-agemcnt of some 
among the colonists. Several of them, including 
one of the priests and the engineer Minet, declared 
their intention of returning home with Beaujeu, who 
appai'ently made no objection to receiving thera. 
He now declared that since the Mississippi was 
found, his work was done, and he would return 
to France. La Salle desired that he would first 
send on shore the cannon-balls and stores embarked 
for the use of the colony. Beanjeu refused, on the 
ground that they were stowed so deep in the hold 
that to take them out would endanger the ship. 
The excuse is itself a confession of gross mis- 
management. Remonstrance would have availed 
little. Beaujeu spread his sails and departed, and 
the wretched colony was left to its fate. 

Was Beaujeu deliberately a traitor, or was his 
conduct merely a result of jealousy and pique 1 
There can be little doubt that he was guilty of pre- 
meditated bad faith. There is evidence that he 
knew the expedition to have passed the true mouth 
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of the Mississippi, and that, after leaving La Salle, 
he sailed in search of it, found it, and caused a 
map to be made of It.^ 

A lonely sea, a wild and desolate shore, a weary 
waste of mai^sh and prairie ; a rude redoubt of 
diift-wood, and the fragments of a wreck ; a few 
tents, and a few wooden hovels ; bales, boxes, casks, 
spars, dismounted cannon, Indian canoes, a pen for 
fowls and swine, groups of dejected men and de- 
sponding, homesick women, — this was the forlorn 
reality to which the air-blown fabric of an audacious 
enterprise had sunk. Here were the conquerors 
of New Biscay ; they who were to hold for France 
a region as large as the half of Europe. Here 
was the tall form and the fixed calm features of 
La Salle. Here were his two nephews, the hot- 
headed Moranget, still suffering from his wound, 
and the younger Cavelier, a mere school-boy. Con- 
spicuous only by his Frairciscan garb was the small 
slight figure of Zenobe Membre. His brother friar, 
Anastase Douay ; the trusty Joutel, a man of sense 



1 This map, tliG wark of the engineer Minet, bears tlie date of Man, 
1685. La Salle's last letter to the minister, which lie sent home by Beaa- 
jeu, is dated March 4th. Hence, Beaujeu, in spite of his alleged want of 
provisions, seems to have remained some lime in the Gulf. The eigni- 
ficanue of the map consists in two dlalinct sketches of the moutli of the 
Mississippi, which is styled " La Riviere du S'-de la Salle." Ag^nst one 
of these sketches are written the words " Bmliouclinre de la rivifera 
commeM, de la Salle la marque dans sa carte." Against the other, " Costea 
et lacBpar la hauteur de sarivifere, commenoaehs aeons iroavgs," The italics 
are mine. Both sketches pkinlj represent tlie mouth of the Mississippi, 
and the river as high as New Orleans, with the Indian villages upon it. 
The- coast line is also indicsted as far east as Mobile Bay. My attention 
was first drawn to this map by M. Margry. It is in the AvcMves Scienti- 
Agues de la Marine. 
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and observation; the Marquis de la Sablonniere, a 
debaticlied noble whose pati-imoiiy was his eword ; 
and a few of less roai-k, — comprised the leaders of 
the infant colony. The rest were soldiers, recruited 
from the scum of Eochelle and Rochefort ; and arti- 
sans, of whom the greater part knew nothnig of 
their pretended vocation. Add to these the misera- 
ble families and the infatuated young women, who 
had come to tempt fortune in the swamps and 
cane-brakes of the Mississippi. 

La Salle set out to explore the neighborhood. 
Joutel remained in command of the so-called fort. 
He was beset with wily enemies, and often at night 
the Indians would crawl in the grass ai-ound his 
feeble stockade, howling like wolves ; but a few 
shots would put tliem to flight. A strict guai-d was 
kept, and a wooden horse was set in the enclosure, 
to punish the sentinel who should sleep at his post. 
They stood in daily fear of a more formidable foe, 
and once they saw a sail, which they doubted not 
was Spanish ; but she happily passed -without dis- 
covering them. They hunted on the prairies, and 
speared fish in the neighboring pools. On Easter 
day, the Sieur le Gros, cue of the chief men of 
the company, went out after the service to shoot 
snipes ; but, as he walked barefoot throiigh the 
marsh, a snake bit him, and he soon after died. 
Two men deserted, to starve on the prairie, or to 
become savages among savages. Others tried to 
escape, but were caught; and one of them was 
hung. A knot of desperadoes conspired to kill 
Joutel ; but one of them betrayed the secret, and 
the plot was crushed. 
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La Salle returned from liia journey. He had 
made an ominous discovery ; for he had at length 
become convinced that he was not, as he had fondly 
hoped, on an arm of the Mississippi. The wreck 
of the " Aimable " itself was not pregnant with con- 
sequences so disastrous. A deep gloom gathered 
around the colony. There was no hope but in the 
energies of its unconquerable chief. 
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Tkr FoiiT. — MtaEBT AND Dejeckos, — Ekekgy of La Salle. — His 
Journey of Exploration. — Duhaot. — Ibdjan Massacre. — Ketuun 
Off La Salle. — a New Calamitv, — .A. DEsrEHATE Resolution. — 
Departure pon Canada. — Wreck of the "Belle." —Mahiiiage. — 

SkDITION.— ADVENTDREa OF La SaLLE'S PARTY.— THK CeNI3. — THK 

Camanches, — The Oslv Hope. — The Last Farewell. 

Of what avail to plant a colony by the mouth of 
a petty Texan river? The Mississippi ivas the life 
of the enterprise, the condition of ita growth and 
of its existence. Without it, all was futile and 
meaningless ; a folly and a ruin. Cost what it 
might, the Mississippi must be found. 

But the demands of the hour were imperative. 
The hapless colony, cast ashore like a wreck on the 
sands of Matagorda Bay, must gather up its shat- 
tered resources, and recruit its exhausted strength, 
before it essayed anew ita desperate pilgrimage to 
the "fatal river." La Salle during his explorations 
had found a spot which he thought well fitted for 
a temporaiy establishment. It was on the river 
which he named the La Vache,^ now the Lavaca, 

1 Called l>y Joutel Riviere aux Bieufe. 
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wliicli enters the head of Matagorda, Bay ; and 
thither he ordered all the women and children, 
and most of the men, to remove ; while the 
remnant, thu'ty in number, remained with Joutel 
at the fort near the mouth of the bay. Here they 
apent their time in hunting, fishing, and squaring 
the logs of drift-wood, which the sea washed up in 
abundance, and which La Salle proposed to use 
in building his new station on the Lavaca. Thus 
the time passed till midsummer, when Joutel re- 
ceived orders to abandon his post, and rejoin the 
main body of the colonists. To this end, the little 
frisate " Belle " was sent down the bay to receive 
him and his men. She was a gift from the king 
to La Salle, who had brought her safely over the 
bar, and regai'ded her as a main-stay of his hopes. 
She now took Joutel and his men on board, together 
with the stores which had remained in then- charge, 
and conveyed them to the site of the new fort on 
the Lavaca. Here Joutel found a state of things 
that was far from cheering. Crops had been 
sown, but the drought and the cattle had nearly 
destroyed them. The colonists were lodged under 
tents and hovels ; and the only solid structure was 
a small square enclosure of pickets, in which the 
gunpowder and the brandy were stored. The site 
was good, a rising ground by the river ; but there 
was no wood within the distance of a league, and 
no horses or oxen to drag it. Their work must be 
done by men. Some felled and squared the timber ; 
and others dragged it by main force over the mat- 
ted grass of the prairie, under the scorching Texan 
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suK. The gun-carriages served to make the task 
somewhat easier ; yet the strongest men soon gave 
out under it. Joutel went down in the " Belle " to 
the first fort, and brought up the timber collected 
there, which proved a most seasonable and useful 
supply. Palisades and buildings began to rise. 
The men labored without spirit, yet strenuously ; 
for they labored under the eye of La Salle. The 
carpenters brought from Rochelle proved worth- 
less, and he himself made the plans of the work, 
mai'ked out the tenons and mortises, and directed 
the whole,' 

Death, meanwhile, made a withering havoc among 
his followers ; and under the sheds and ho>veIs that 
shielded them from the sun lay a score of wretches 
slowly wasting away with the diseases contracted 
at St. Domingo. Of the soldiers enlisted for the 
expedition by La Salle's agents, many are affirmed 
to have spent their lives in begging at the church 
doors of Eochefort, and were consequently incapa- 
ble of discipUne, It was impossible to prevent 
either them or the sailors from devouiing persim- 
mons and other wild fruits to a destructive excess.^ 
Nearly all fell ill ; and, before the summer had 
passed, the graveyai-d had more than thirty ten- 
ants,^ The bearing of La Salle did not aid to raise 
the drooping spirits of his followers. The results 
of the enterprise had been far different from his 

1 Joulel, lOS. Proch Verbal fait au posle de Si. Louis le 18 Avn!, 1686, 
MS. 

2 Ibid. 

^ Joutel, 109. Le Clevcq, who was not presont, eaya a hundred. 
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hopes; and, after a season of flattering promise, 
he had entered again on those dark and obstructed 
paths which seemed his destined way of life. The 
present was beset with ti-ouble ; the future, thick 
with storms. The consciousness quickened his 
energies ; but it made him stern, harsh, and often 
unjust to tliose beneath him. 

Joutel was returning to camp one afternoon with 
the master-cai'penter, when they saw game, and the 
carpenter went after it. He was never seen again. 
Perhaps he was lost on the prahie, perhaps killed 
by Indians. He' knew little of his trade, but they 
nevertheless, had need of him. Le Gros, a man 
of character and intelligence, suifered more and 
more from the bite of the snake received in the 
marsh on Easter Day. The injured limb was 
amputated, and he died. La Salle's brother, the 
priest, lay ill ; and several others among the chief 
persons of the colony were in the same condition. 

Meanwhile, the work was urged on. A large 
building was finished, constructed of timber, roofed 
with boards and raw hides, and divided mto apart- 
ments, for lodging and other uses. La Salle gave 
to the new establishment his favorite name of Fort 
St. Louis, and the neighboring bay was also chris- 
tened after the royal saint.^ The scene was not with- 
out its charms. Towards the south-east stretched 
the bay with its bordering meadows ; and on the 



1 The Bay of St. Louis, St. Bernard' a Bay, or Matagorda Bay, — for 
it has bome all theie names, — was also called Eapiritn Santo Bay, by 
the Sp.iniavds, in common with several other bays in the Gulf of Mexico. 
An adjoiniiig bay Etill letains the name. 
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north-east the Lavaca ran along the base of green 
declivities. Around, far and near, rolled a sea of 
praiiie, with distant forests, dim in the summer 
haze. At times, it was dotted with the browsing 
buffalo, not yet scared from their wonted pastures ; 
and the grassy swells were spangled with the bright 
tlowers for which Texas is renowned, and which 
now form the gay ornaments of our gardens. 

And now, the needful work accomplished, and 
the colony in some measure housed and fortified, 
its indefatigable chief prepared to renew his quest 
of the " fatal liver," as Joutel repeatedly calls it. 
Before his departure, he made some preliminary 
explorations, in the course of which, accorduig to 
the report of his brother the priest, he found evi- 
dence that the Spaniards had long before had a 
transient establishment at a spot about fifteen 
leagues from Fort St. Louis.' 

It was the first of November, when La Salle set 
out oa liis great journey of exploration. His 
brother Cavelier, who had now recovered, accom- 

1 Cavelier, in liis report to tlie minister, eajs ; " We reaolieii a large 
village enclosed with a kind of wall mude of daj and sand, nnd fortiSed 
with little towers at intervals, where we found the arms of Spahi engiared 
on a plate of copper, with the dale of ]588, attached to a slake. The in- 
1 ab la Is gave us a kind welcome, and. showed us some hammei's and an 
anv 1 t vo small pieces of iron cannon, a small brass culveiiii, some pike- 
honls son e old sword-hlades, and some books of Spanish comedy ; and 
tl c ce tl ey guided us to a little hamlet of fishermen about two leagues 
d slinC 1 ere they showed us a second stake, also with the arms of 
Spain and a few old chimneys. All this convinced us that the Spaniards 
I ad formerly been here." — Cavelier, Edation da Voyage gue mon frere 
entrepnt pour (teJuwi-iV remboiuAnre dujleuve de Misaisipi/, MS, The above 
is translated Irom the original draft of Cavelier, whicliis in ray possession. 
It ivas addressed to the colonial minister, after the death of La Salle. The 
t concerning the Spaniards needs confirmation. 
20 
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L him wifh thirty men, and five cannon-shot 

from the fort saluted them as they departed. They 

were lightly equipped, but La Salle had a wooden 

corselet as a protection against aiTOws. Descending 

the Lavaca, they pursued their course eastward on 

foot along the margin of the bay, while Joutel 

remained in command of the fort. It stood on a 

rising ground, two leagues above the mouth of the 

river. Between the palisades and the sti'eam lay a 

narrow strip of marsh, the haunt of countless birds, 

and at a little distance it deepened into ponds full 

of fish. The buffalo and the deer were without 

number ; and, in truth, all the surrounding region 

swarmed with game, — hares, turkeys, ducks, geese, 

swans, plover, snipe, and partridges. They shot 

them in abundance, after necessity and practice 

had taught them the art. The river supplied them 

with fish, and the bay with oysters. There were 

land-turtles and sea-turtles ; and Joutel sometimes 

amused himself with shooting alligators, of which 

he says that he once killed one twenty feet long. 

He describes, too, with perfect accuracy, that 

curions native of the south-western prairies, the 

"horned frog," which, deceived by its uniuviting 

aspect, he erroneously supposed to be venomous.' 

He suffered no man to be idle. Some hunted ; 
some fished ; some labored at the houses and de- 
fences. To the large building made by La Salle he 
added fom' lodging-houses for the men, and a fifth 

' Joutel devotes roaay pages to an account of tlie animals and plants 
of the country, most of which may readil7 be reoogniMd from his desorip. 
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for the women, besides a small chapel. All were 
built with squared timber, and roofed like the first 
with boards and buffalo-hides ; while a palisade and 
ditch, defended by eight pieces of cannon, enclosed 
the whole.^ Late one evening in January, when all 
were gathered in the principal building, conversing 
perhaps, or smoking, or plajing at games of hazard, 
or dozing by the fire in homesick dreams of France, 
one of the men on guard came in to report that he 
had heard a voice in the distance without. All 
hastened into the open air ; and Joutel, advancing 
towards the river whence the voice came, presently 
descried a man in a canoe, and saw that he was 
Duhaut, one of La Salle's chief , followers, and per- 
haps the greatest villain of the company. La Salle 
had directed that none of his men should be admitted 
into the fort, unless he brought a pass from him ; 
and it would have been well, had the order been 
obeyed to the letter. Duhaut, however, told a 
plausible and possibly a trae story. He had stopped 
on the march to mend a shoe which needed repair, 
and on attempting to overtake the party had become 
bewildered on a prame intersected with the paths 
of the buffalo. He fired his gun in vain, as a signal 
to his companions ; saw no hope of rejoining them, 
and tm^ned back, travelling only in the night, from 
fear of Indians, and lying hid by day. After a 
month of excessive hardship, he reached his desti- 
nation; -and, as the inmates of Fort St. Louis 

1 Compare Joutel with the Spanish account in Carta en que se da nolkia 
de wa viaje AecAo a ta bahia de Espiritu Sanlo y de la poUacion que tenian ahi 
loa Francetea : Ci^eccifiadeVarioaDocamenlos.2&, 



,Google 



340 ST. LOUIS OF TEXAS. [1G8S. 

gathered about tlie weather-beaten wanderer, he 
told thera dark and ominous tidings. The pilot 
of the "Belle," such was his story, had gone with 
five men to sound along the shore, by order of 
La Salle, who was then encamped in the neigh- 
borhood with his party of explorers. The boat's 
crew, being overtaken by the night, had rashly 
bivouacked on the beach, without setting a guard; 
and, as they slept, a band of Indians rushed in upon 
them, and butchered them all. La Salle, alarmed 
by their long absence, had searched along the shore, 
and at length found their bodies, scattered about 
the sands and half-devoured by wolves or panthers.' 
Well would it have been, if Duhaut had shared 
their fate. 

Weeks and months dragged on, when, at the end 
of March, Joutel, chancing to mount on the roof of 
one of the buildmgs, saw seven or eight men ap- 
proaching over the prairie. He went out to meet 
them with an equal number, well armed ; and, as he 
drew neai', recognized, with mixed joy and anxiety. 
La Salle and some of those who had gone with him. 
His brother, Cavelier, was at Ms side, with his cas- 
sock hanging in tatters, and his nephew, Moranget, 
in no better plight ; while most of the others had 
neithei hat noi hii-ts, and all were wofuUy ti-avel- 

J t 1 1 p Le Clercq, U. 296. Cavelier, always disposed 

t gg t J tl t t ineu vfere tilled. La Salle lind previonsly 

h d t th t) Indians, and punished tliem severely for tlie 

tr bl 1h J h d 11 1 men. Le Clercq says of tlia principal fight : 

S lid w nded, a few were (idled, and others made 

pn f 1 gii'l of three or four years, was linptiKed, and 

d d a f d J f 1 first-fruit of this mission, and a sure conq.ue9t 
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worn and ragged.' Their story was a biief one. 
After losing Dubaut, they had wandered on through 
various savage tribes, with whom they had more 
than one encounter, scattering them like chaff by the 
terror of their fire-arms. At length, they found a 
more friendly band, and learned much touching the 
Spaniards, who were, they were told, universally 
hated by the tribes of that counti'y. It would be 
easy, said then- informants, to gather a host of war- 
riors and lead them over the Rio Grande ; but La 
Salle was in no condition for attempting conquests, 
and the tiibes in whose alliance he had trusted 
had, a few days before, been at blows with him. 
The invasion of New Biscay must be postponed to 
a more propitious day. . Still advancing, he came 
to a large river, which he at fii'st mistook for the 
Mississippi ; and, building a fort of palisades, he left 
here several of his men.^ The fate of these unfor- 
tunates does not appear. He now retraced his 
steps towards Fort St. Louis ; and, as he approached 
it, detached some of his men to look for his vessel, 
the " Belle," for whose safety, since the loss of her 
pilot, he had become very anxious. 

On the next day, these men appeared at the fort, 
with downcast looks. They had not found the 
" BeUe " at the place where she had been ordered 
to remain, nor were any tidings to be heard of her. 

' Joutel, 136, 137. TliB date of the return is from Cavelier. 

2 Cayeliar says tliat he acliially reached the Mississippi ; but, on the one 
hand, he did not know whether the riser in question was tlie Mississippi 
or not; and, on the other, he is somewlipt inclined to mendacity. Le 
Ciercq says that La Salle thought he bad fbund the river. Joutel says 
that he did not reaoh it. 
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From that hour, the conviction that she was lost 
possessed the mind of La Salle. 

Surrounded aa he was, and had always been, with 
traitors, the belief now possessed him that her crew 
had abandoned the colony, and made sail for the 
West Indies or for Prance. The loss was incal- 
culable. He had relied on this vessel to transport 
the colonists to the Mississippi, as soon as its exact 
position could be ascertained ; and, thinking her a 
safer place of deposit than the fort, he had put on 
board of her all his papers and personal baggage, 
besides a great quantity of stores, ammunition, and 
tools.-* In truth, she was of the last necessity to the 
unhappy exiles, and their only resource for escape 
from a position which was fast becoming desperate. 
La Salle, as his brother tells us, fell dangerously 
ill ; the fatigues of his journey, joined to the effects 
upon his mind of this last disaster, having overcome 
his sti'ength though not his fortitude. '■ In truth," 
writes the priest, " after the loss of the vessel, 
which deprived us of our only means of returning 
to France, we had no resource but in the firmness 
and conduct of my brother, whose death each of us 
would have regai-ded as his own." ^ 

La Salle no sooner recovered than he embrace I 
a resolution which could be the offspring only of a 
desperate necessity. He determined to make his 
way by the Mississippi and the Illinois to Canada, 
whence he might bring succor to the colonists, and 

1 Proch feriof/aiJ au posts de la Baie St. Louis, !e 18 Ab^S, 1680, MS. 

2 Cavelier, Relation dii Yin/age pour d&ouvrir I'embmchuTe du Flcues da 
Missisipy, MS. 
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send a report of their condition to France. The 
attempt was beset with uncertainties and dangers. 
The Mississippi was first to be found ; then fol- 
lowed through all the perilous monotony of its in- 
terminable windings to a goal which was to be but 
the starting-point of a new aiyl not less arduous 
journey. Cavelier, his brother, Moranget, hia 
nephew, the friar, Anastase Douay, and others, to 
the number of twenty, offered to accompany him. 
Every corner of the magazine was ransacked for an 
outfit. Joutel generously gave up the better part 
of his wardrobe to La Salle and his two relatives. 
Duhaut, who had saved his baggage from the 
wreck of the " Aimable," was required to contrib- 
ute to the necessities of the party ; and the scantily 
furnished chests of those who had died were used 
to supply the wants of the living. Each man 
labored with needle and awl to .patch Ms failing 
garments, or supply their place with buffalo or 
deer skins. On the twenty-second of April, after 
mass and prayers in the chapel, they issued from 
the gate, each bearing his pack and his weapons ; 
some with kettles slung at their backs, some with 
axes, some with gifts for Iiidums. In this guise, 
they held their way in silence across the prauie 
while anxious eyes followed them from the pali- 
sades of St. Louis, whose inmates, not excepting 
Joutel himself, seem to have been ignorant of the 
extent and difficulty of the undertaking.' 

1 Joutel, liO ; Anastase Douay, in Le Clercq, ii. 303 ; Cavelier, Rda- 
tlrm, MS, The date is from Douay. It does not appear from liis nar- 
rative Jiiat tliey meant to go further than the Illinois. Cavelier saya that 
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It was but a few days after, when a cry of Qui 
Vive, twice repeated, was heard from the liver. 
Joutel went down to the bank, and saw a canoe full 
of men, among whom he recognized Chedeville, a 
priest attached to the expedition, the Marquis de la 
Sablonniere, and others of those who had embarked 
in the " Belle," His first greeting was an eager 
demand what had become of her, and the answer 
confirmed his worst fears. Chedeville and his com- 
panions were conducted within the fort, where they 
told their dismal story. The murder of the pilot 
and his boat's crew had been followed by another 
accident, no less disastrous. A boat which had 
gone ashore for water had been swamped in return- 
ing, and all on board were lost. Those who re- 
mained in the vessel, after great suifering from 
thirst, had left their moorings, contrary to the 
orders of La Salle, and endeavored to approach 
the fort. But they were few, weak, and unskilful. 
A wind rose, and the " Beile" was wrecked on a 
sand-bar at the farther side of the bay. All per- 
ished but eight men, who escaped on a raft, and, 
after^ long delay, found a stranded canoe, in which 
they made their way to St. Louis, bringing with 
them some of La Salle's papers and baggage, saved 
from the wreck. 

Thus clouds and darkness thickened around the 
hapless colonists, whose gloom was nevertheless 
lighted by a transient ray of hilaiity. Among their 

after resting here they were to go to Cannda. Joutel supposed that they 
would go only to the lUmoia. La SaUe Eeems to haye been even more 
reticent thaa usual. 



,Google 



1686.] DISCONTENT. 345 

leaders was the Sieur Barbier, a young man, who 
iisually conducted the hunting-parties. Some of 
the women and girls often went out with them to 
aid in cutting up the meat, Barbier became 
enamoured of one of the girls ; and, as his devotion 
to her was the subject of comment, he asked Jotitel 
for leave to marry her. The commandant, after 
due counsel with the priests and friars, vouchsafed 
his consent, and the rite was duly solemnized ; 
whereupon, fired by the example, the Marquis de 
la Sablonniere begged leave to marry another of 
the gu'ls. Joutel, the gardener's son, concerned 
that a marquis should so abase himself, and anxious, 
at the same time, for the morals of the fort, not 
only flatly refused, but, in the plenitude of his au- 
thority, forbade the lovers all farther intercourse.' 

The Indians hovered about the fort witti no good 
intent, sent a flight of arrows among Barbier's hunt- 
ing-party, and prowled at night around the palisades. 
One of the friars was knocked down by a wounded 
buffalo, and narrowly escaped ; another was detected 
in writing charges against La Salle. Joutel seized 
the paper, and bm-ned it ; but the clerical character 
of the reverend offender saved him from punish- 
ment. The colonists were beginning to murmur ; 
and their discontent was fomented by Duliaut, who, 
with a view to some ulterior design, tried to ingi-a- 
tiate himself with the malcontents, and become 
their leader. Joutel detected the mischief, and, 
with a lenity which he afterwards deeply regretted, 

1 Joutel, MH, 147. 
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contented liiinself with a severe rebuke to tlie ring- 
leader, and words of reproof and exhortatioii to his 
dejected band. And, lest idleness should beget 
farther evil, he busied them in such superfluous 
tasks as mowing grass, that a better crop might 
spring up, and cutting down trees which obstructed 
the view. In the evening, he gathered them in 
the great hall, and encouraged them to forget then- 
cares in songs and dances. 

On the seventeenth of October,' Joutel saw a band 
of men and horses, descending the opposite bairlc 
of the Lavaca, and heard the familiar voice of La 
Salle shouting across the water. He and his pai-ty 
were soon brought over in canoes, while the horses 
swam the river. Twenty men had gone out with 
him, and eight had returned. Of the rest, four had 
deserted, one had been lost, one had been devoured 
by an alligator ; and the rest, giving out on the 
march, had probably peiT.shed in attempting to 
regain the fort. The travellers told of a rich 
country, a wild and beautiful landscape, woods, 
rivers, groves, and praii'ies ; but all availed noth- 
ing, and the acquisition of five horses was but an 
indifferent return for the loss of twelve men. The 
story of then- adventures was soon told. 

After leaying the fort, they had journeyed to- 
wards the north-east, over plains green as an eme- 
rald with the young verdure of April, till at length 
they saw, far as the eye could reach, the boundless 

1 Tiiia is Douaj's date. Joutol places it in August, but tliis is eri- 
dently an error. He himself saya that, having lost all his papers, lie can- 
not be certain as to dates. 
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prairie alive witli herds of buffalo. The animals 
were in one of their tame, or stupid moods ; and 
they killed nine or ten of them without the least 
difH-Culty, drying the hest parts of the meat. They 
crossed the Colorado on a raft, and reached the 
banks of another river, where one of the party 
named Hiens, a German of Wurtembcrg, and an 
old buccaneer, was mired and nearly suffocated in 
a mud-hole. Unfortunately, as will soon appear. 
he managed to crawl out; and, to console Mm, the 
river was christened with his name. The party 
made a bridge of felled ti'ees, on which they crossed 
in safety. La Salle now changed their course, and 
journeyed eastward, when the travellers soon found 
themselves in the midst of a numerous Indian popu- 
lation, where they were feasted and caressed with- 
out measure. At another village, they were less 
fortunate. The inhabitants were friendly by day, 
and hostile by night. They came to attack the 
French in tbeu' camp, but withdrew, daunted by 
the menacing voice of La Salle, who had heard 
them approaching through the cane-brake. 

La Salle's favorite Shawanoe hunter, Nika, who 
had followed him from Canada to France, and from 
France to Texas, was bitten by a rattlesnake ; and, 
though he recovered, the accident detained the 
party for several days. At length they resumed 
their journey, but were arrested by a large river, 
apparently the Brazos. La Salle and Cavelier, 
with a few others, tried to cross on a raft, which, 
as it reached the channel, was caught by a current 
of maivellous swiftness. Douay and Moranget, 
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watching the transit from the edge of the cane- 
brake, beheld their commander swept down the 
stream, and vanishing, as it were, in an instant. All 
that day they remained with their companions on 
the bank, lamenting in an abyss of despair for the 
loss of then: guardian angel, for so Douay calls 
La Salle.^ It was fast growing dark, when, to their 
unspeakable relief, they saw him advancing with 
his party along the opposite bank, having suc- 
ceeded, after great exertion, in guiding the raft to 
land. How to rejoin, him was now the question. 
Douay and his companions, who had tasted no 
food that day, broke their fast on two young eagles 
which they knocked out of their nest, and then 
spent the night in rueful consultation as to the 
means of crossing the river. In the morning, they 
waded into the marsh, the friar with his breviary 
in his hood, to keep it dry, and hacked among the 
canes till they had gathered enough to make an- 
other raft, on which, profiting by La Salle's espe- 
rience, they safely crossed, and rejoined him. 

Next, they became entangled in a cane-brake, 
where La Salle, as usual with him in such cases, 
took the lead, a hatchet in each hand, and hewed 
out a path for his followers. They soon reached 
the villages of the Cenis Indians, on and near the 
Eiver Tiinity, a tribe then powerful, but long since 
extinct. Nothing could surpass the friendliness of 
their welcome. The chiefs came to meet them, 



— Douay, in Lo Cleccq, ii. 315. 
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bearing the calumet, and followed by warriors in 
ebirts of embroidered deer-skin. Then the whole 
village swarmed out like bees, gathering around 
the visitors with offerings of food, and all that was 
precious in their eyes. La Salle was lodged with 
the great chief ; but he compelled his men to 
encamp at a distance, lest the ardor of their gallan- 
try might give occasion of offence. The lodges of 
the Cenis, forty or fifty feet high, and covered with 
a thatch of meadow-grass, looked like huge bee- 
hives. Each held several families, whose tire was 
in the middle, and then- beds around the circum- 
ference. The spoil of the Spaniards was to be 
seen on all sides ; silver lamps and spoons, swords, 
old muskets , money, clothing, and a Bull of the Pope 
dispensing the Spanish colonists of New Mexico 
from fasting during summer,^ These treasures, as 
well as their numerous horses, were obtained by 
the Cenis from their neighbors and allies, the 
Camanches, that fierce prairie banditti, who then, 
as now, scourged the Mexican border with their 
bloody forays. A party of these wild horsemen 
was in the village. Douay was edified at seeing 
them make the sign of the cross, in imitation of 
the neophytes of one of the Spanish missions. 
They enacted, too, the ceremony of the mass ; and 
one of them, in his rude way, drew a sketch of a 
picture he had seen in some church which he had 
pillaged, wherein the friar plainly recognized the 
Virgin weeping at the foot of the cross. They 

1 Douay, in Le Clercq, ii. 321 ; Cavtliei-, Kcklion, MS. 
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invited the French to join them on a raid into 
New Mexico ; and they spoke with contempt, aa 
their tiibesmeu will speak to this day, of the 
Spanisli Creoles, saying that it would be easy to 
conquer a nation of cowards who make people 
walk before them with fans to cool them in hot 
weather,' 

Soon after leading the Cenis villages, both La 
Salle and his nephew, Moranget, were attacked by 
a fever. This caused a delay of more than two 
months, during which the party seem to have re- 
mained encamped on the Neches, or, possibly, the 
Sabine. "When at length the invalids had recovered 
sufficient strength to ti'avel, the stock of ammunition 
was nearly spent, some of the men had deserted, 
and the condition of the travellers was such, that 
there seemed no alternative but to return to Fort St. 
Louis, This they accordingly did, greatly aided in 
their march by the horses bought from the Cenis, 
and suffering no very serious accident by the way, 
excepting the loss of La Salle's servant, Duraesnil, 
who was seized by an alligator while attempting to 
cross the Colorado. 

The temporary excitement caused among the colo- 
nists by their return soon gave place to a dejection 
bordering on despair. " This pleasant land," writes 
Cavalier, " seemed to us an abode of weariness and 
a perpetual prison." Flattering themselves with 
the delusion, common to exiles of every kind, that 
they were objects of solicitude at home, they watched 

1 Douay, in Le Clevc^, ii. 824, 325, 
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daily, witli sti-ainiiig eyes, for an approaching sail, 
SMps, indeed, had ranged the coast to seek them, 
but with no friendly intent. Their thoughts dwelt, 
with unspeakable yearning, on the France they had 
left behind ; and which, to their longing fancy, was 
pictured as an unattainable Eden. Well might they 
despond ; for of a hundred and eighty colonists, be- 
sides the crew of the " Belle," less than forty-five re- 
mained. The weary precincts of Fort St. Louis, 
with its fence of rigid palisades, its areaof trampled 
earth, its buildings of weather-stained timber, and its 
well-peopled graveyard without, were hateful to 
their sight. La Salle had a heavy task to save fhem 
from despair. His composure, his unfailing cheer- 
fulness, his words of sympathy and of hope, were 
the breath of life to this forlorn company ; for, self- 
contained and stern as was his nature, he could 
soften, in times of extremity, to a gentleness that 
strongly appealed to the hearts of those around him ; 
and though he could not impart, to minds of less 
adamantine temper, the audacity of hope with which 
he still clung to the final accomplishment of his pur- 
poses, the contagion of his courage touched, never- 
theless, the droopmg spirits of Kis followers,-' 

The journey to Canada was clearly their only 
hope ; and, after a brief rest, La Salle prepared to 



' "L'^galit^d'hnraeurdu Chef rHsauroit tout lemonde ; etiltrouvoit 
des resources & tout par son esprit qui relevoit les esp^rances les plug 
abfttues." — Joutel, 152. 

" U aerdit difficile de troaver dans I'Hiatoire un courage plus intrepide 
et plus invincible que celuy du Sieur de la Salle dans les ^venemens con- 
traires ] il ne fat jamais abatu, et il esperoit toujours avec ie secoura du 
Ciel de venir k bout dc son enlrepriso malgrd Urns les obstatlee qui ae 
preaentoient." — Douaj, in Le Clercq, ii. 827, 
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renew tlie attempt. He proposed that Joutel should, 
this time, be of the party; and should proceed from 
Quebec to France, with his brother Cavelier, to 
solicit succors for the colony, A new obstacle was 
presently interposed. La Salle, whose constitution 
seems to have suffered from his long coui-se of hard- 
ships, was attacked in November with hernia. Jou- 
tel offered to conduct the party in his stead ; but 
La Salle replied that his own presence was indis- 
pensable at the Illinois. He had the good fortune 
to recover, within four or five weeks, sufficiently to 
undertake the journey ; and all in the fort busied 
themselves in preparing an outfit. In such straits 
were they for clothing, that the sails of the " Belle " 
were cut up to make coats for the adventurers. 
Christmas came, and was solemnly observed. There 
was a midnight mass in the chapel, where Membre, 
Cavelier, Douay, and their priestly brethren, stood 
before the altar, in vestments strangely contrasting 
with the rude temple and the ruder garb of the wor- 
shippers. And as Membre elevated the consecrated 
wafer, and the lamps burned dim through the clouds 
of incense, the kneeling group drew from the daily 
miracle such consolation as true Catholics alone can 
know. "When Twelfth Night came, all gathered in 
the hall, and ciied, after the jovial old custom, " The 
King drinks," with hearts, perhaps, as cheerless as 
their cups, which were filled with cold water. 

On the moiTow, the band of adventurers mustered 
for the fatal journey.' The five horses, bought by 

1 I follow Douay's date, who mftkes the day of aepartnre ttie seventh 
of January, or tlie day after Twelfth Night. Joutel thinks it was the 
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La Salle of the Indians, stood in the area of the fort, 
packed for the march ; and here was gathered the 
wretched remnant of the colony, those who were to 
go, and those who were to stay behind. These lat- 
ter were ahout twenty in all : Barbier, who was to 
command in the place of Joutel ; Sablonniere, who, 
despite his title of Mai-quis, was held in great con- 
tempt ; '- the friaxs, Membre and Le Clercq,^ and the 
priest, Chedeviile, besides a surgeon, soldiers, labor- 
ers, seven women and girls, and several children, 
doomed, in this deadly exile, to wait the issues ot 
the journey, and the possible arrival of a tai'dy suc- 
cor. La Salle had made them a last address, deliv- 
ered, we are told, with that winning air, which, 
though alien from his usual bearing, seems to have 
been at times, a natural expression of this unhappy 
man? It was a bitter parting ; one of sighs, tears, 
and embracings ; the farewell of those on whose 
souls had sunk a heavy boding that they would never 
meet again.* Equipped and weaponed for the jonr- 

twelilh of January, but professes uncertainty as to all his iJates at this 
time, aa lie lost his nntea. 

1 He had to be kept on short allowance, because he was in the habit 
of bai^dning away evety thing given to iiira. He had s<iuandered the 
little that belonged to him at St. Domingo in amuaements " indignes de 
sa naisaance," and, in consequence, was suffering Irom diaeaees which 
disabled him from walking. — Pvocea Verbal, 18 Aaril, 1686, MS. 

2 Maxime le Clercq, a rektiye of the author of I'MtaUissenient de 

3 " II fit une Harangue pleine d'eloqaence et de cet air engageant qui 
luy estoit si naturet ; toute la petite Colonie y estoit presente et en fflt 
touchife jusquea stax larraes, persuad^e de la n^cessite de son voyage et 
de la droiture de ses intentions." — Douay, in Le Clercq, ii. 830. 

* "HouB nous sepatam^ les une des autres, d'uae maniere si tendre 
et si triste qn'il sembloit que nous avions toua !e secret pressentiment que 
jsjamais." — Joutel, 158. 
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ney, the adventurers filed from the gate, crossed tlie 
river, and held their slow march, over the prairies 
beyond, till inteiTening woods and hills had shut 
Fort St. Louis for ever from their sight. 
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ASSASSINATION OF LA SALLE. 

HlB Foi.LO\VEB3.— FbAIEIE TliAVKLLIsa A HuNTEIl'S QUAIiBEL. — Thu 

MUHDEK OF MOHANGET. — ThE CONSFIHACr. — DeAXH OF LA SALLE. — 

Hi3 Chaeactsr. 

The travellers were crossing a marshy prairie 
towards a distant belt of woods, that followed the 
course of a little river. They led with them 
their five horses, laden with then- scanty bag- 
gage, and with what was of no less importance, their 
stock of presents for Indians. Some wore the re- 
mains of the clothing they had worn from France, 
eked out with deer-skins, dressed in the Indian 
manner ; and some had coats of old sail-cloth. 
Here was La Salle, in whom one would have known, 
at a glance, the chief of the party ; and the priest, 
Cavelier, who seems to have shared not one of the 
high traits of his younger brother. Here, too, were 
their nephews, Moranget and the boy Cavelier, 
now about seventeen years old ; the trusty soldier, 
Joutel, and the fiiar, Anastase Douay. Duhaut 
followed, a man of respectable birth and educa- 
tion ; and Liotot, the surgeon of the party. At 
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home, they might, perhaps, have lived and died 
with a fair repute ; but the wilderness is a rude 
touchstone, which often reveals traits that would 
have lain buiied and unsuspected in civilized life. 
The German Hiens, the ex-buccaneer, was also 
of the number. He had probably sailed with an 
English crew, for he was sometimes known as 
Gemme Anglais, or " English Jem." ^ The Sieur 
de Marie; Teissier, a pilot ; I'Archeveqne, a ser- 
vant of Duhaut; and others, to the number in all 
of about twenty, — made up the party, to which is 
to be added Nika, La Salle's Shawanoe hunter, who, 
as well as another Indian, had twice crossed the 
ocean with him, and still followed his fortunes with 
an admiring though undemonstrative fidelity. 

They passed the prairie, and neared the forest. 
Here they saw buffalo ; and the hunters approached, 
and killed several of them. Then they traversed 
the woods ; found and forded the shallow and 
rushy stream, and pushed through the forest be- 
yond, tiU they again reached the open prairie. 
Heavy clouds gathered over them, and it rained 
all night ; but they sheltered themselves under the 
fresh hides of the buffalo they had kiUed. 

It is impossible, as it would be needless, to follow 
the detail of then- daily mai-ch.* It was such an 

1 Tonty also speaks of Mm as " un fllbustier anglois." In another 
docnment he is eatled " James." 

2 Of the three narratives of this journey, those of Joutel, Cavelier, 
and Anastase Douay, the first is by far the liest. That of Cavelier seems 
the work of a man of confused brain and indifferent memory. Some 
of his statements are irreconcilftUe with those of Joutel and Douay, and 
known facts of his history justify the suspicion of a wilful inaccuracy. 
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one, thougli with unwonted hardships, as is fa- 
miliar to the meraoiy of many a praiiie traveller 
of our own time. They suffered greatly from the 
want of shoesj and found for a while no better sub 
stitute than a casing of raw buffalo-hide, which 
they were forced to keep always wet, as, when 
dry, it hardened about the foot like iron. At 
length, they bought dressed deer-skin from the 
Indians, of which they made tolerable moccasons. 
The rivers, streams, and gulleys filled with water 
were without number ; and, to cross them, they 
made a boat of bull-hide, like the "bull boat" 
still used on the Upper Missouri. This did good 
service, as, with the help of their horses, they could 
carry it with them. Two or three men could cross 
in it at once, and the horses swam after them like 
dogs. Som.etim.es they traversed the sunny prairie ; 
sometimes dived into the dark recesses of the forest, 
where the buffalo, descending daily from their pas- 
tures in long files to drink at the river, often made 
a broad and easy path for the travellers. When 
foul weather arrested them, they built huts of 
bark and long meadow-grass ; and, safely sheltered, 
lounged away the day, while their horses, picketed 
near by, stood steaming in the rain. At night, they 
usually set a rade stockade about their camp ; and 
here, by the grassy border of a brook, or at the 
edge of a grove where a spring bubbled up through 
the sands, they lay asleep ai-ound the embers of 

Jotitel's account is of a very different character, and seems to be the work 
of an honest and intelligent man, Douay's account U brief, but it agrees 
with Ihat of Joutel in moat essential points. 
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their firCj while the man on guard listened to the 
deep breathing of the slumbeiing horses, and the 
howling of the wolves that saluted the rising moon 
as it flooded the waste of prahie with pale mystic 
radiance, 

They met Indians almost daily ; sometimes a 
band of hunters, mounted or on foot, chasing buf- 
falo on the plains ; sometimes a pai-ty of fishermen ; 
sometimes a winter camp, on the slope of a hill or 
under the sheltering border of a forest. They held 
intercourse with them in the distance by signs ; 
often they disai'med their distrust, and attracted 
them into their camp ; and often tliey visited them 
in their lodges, where, seated on bufi^alo-robes, they 
smoked with their entertainers, passing the pipe 
from hand to hand, after the custom still in use 
among the prairie tribes. Caveher says that they 
once saw a band of a hundred and iifty mounted 
Indians attacking a herd of buffalo with lances 
pointed with shai-pened hone. The old priest was 
delighted with the sport, which he pronounces " the 
most diverting thing in the world." On another 
occasion, when the party were encamped near the 
village of a tribe which Cavelier caUs Sassory, he 
saw them catch an alligator about twelve feet long, 
which they proceeded to torture as if he were a 
human enemy, first putting out his eyes, and then 
leading him to the neighboring praiiie, where, 
having confined him by a number of stakes, they 
spent the entire day in tormenting him.^ 

1 Cavelier, Relalioit, MS. 
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Holding a north-easterly course, the travellers 
crossed the Brazos, and reached the waters of the 
Trinity. The weather was unfavorable, and on 
one occasion they encamped in the rain during 
foiir or five days together. It was not an har- 
monious company. La Salle's cold and haughty 
rcseiTe had returned, at least for those of Iiis 
followers to whom he was not partial. Duliaut 
and the surgeon Liotot, hoth of whom were men 
of some property, had a large pecuniary stake in 
the enterprise, and were disappointed and in- 
ceased at its ruinous result. They had a quarrel 
with young Moranget, whose hot and hasty temper 
was as little fitted to conciliate as was the harsh 
resei-ve of his uncle. Already, at Foil; St. Louis, 
Duhaut had intrigued among the men ; and the mild 
admonition of Joutel had not, it seems, sufficed to 
divert him from his sinister purposes. Liotot, it 
is said, had secretly sworn vengeance against La 
Salle, whom he charged with having caused the 
death of his brother, or, as some will have it, his 
nephew. On one of the former journeys, this young 
man's strength had failed ; and, La Salle having or- 
dered him to return to the fort, he had been killed 
by Indians on the way. 

The pai'ty moved again as the weather improved ; 
and, on the fifteenth of March, encamped within a 
few miles of a spot which La Salle had passed on 
his preceding journey, and where he had left a 
quantity of Indian corn and beans in cache; that is 
to say, hidden in the ground, or in a hollow tree. 
As provisions were fallmg short, he sent a party 
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from the camp to find it. These men were Dahaut, 
Liotot,' Hiens the buccaneer, Teissier, TArcheveque, 
Nika the hunter, and La Salle's servant, Saget. 
They opened the cache, and found the contents 
spoiled ; but, a8 they returned from their bootless er- 
rand, they saw buffalo ; and Sika shot two of them, 
They now encamped on the spot, and sent the ser- 
vant to inform La Salle, in order that he might send 
horses to bring in the meat. Accordingly, on the 
next day, he directed Moranget and De Marie, with 
the necessary horses, to go with Saget to the hun- 
ters' camp. When they, arrived, they found that 
Duhaut and his companions had already cut up the 
meat, and laid it upon scaffolds for smoking, though 
it was not yet so dry as, it seems, this process re- 
quired. Duhaut and the others had also put by, 
for themselves, the marrow-hones and certain por- 
tions of the meat, to which, by woodland custom, 
they had a perfect right. Moranget, whose rash- 
ness and violence had once before caused a fatal 
catastrophe, fell into a most unreasonable fit of 
rage, berated and menaced Duhaut and his party, 
and ended by seizing upon the whole of the meat, 
including the reserved portions. This added fuel 
to the fire of Duhaut's old grudge against Moranget 
and his luicle. There is reason to think that he 
had nourished in his vindictive heart deadly de- 
signs, the execution of which was only hastened 
by tho present outbreak. He, with his servant, 
I'Archeveque, Liotot, Hicns, and Teissier, took 
compel apart, and resolved to kill Moranget that 

1 Called Lan([uetot by Tonty, 
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night. Nika, La Salle's devoted follower, and 
■Saget, his faithful servant, inust die with him. All 
were of one mind except the pilot, Teissier, who 
neither aided nor opposed the plot. 

Night carae ; the woods grew dark ; the evening 
meal was finished, and the evening pipes were 
smoked. The order of the guard was arranged ; and, 
doubtless by design, the first hour of the night was 
assigned to Moranget, the second to Saget, and the 
third to Nika. Gun in hand, each stood his watch 
in turn over the silent but not sleeping forms around 
him, till, his time expinng, he called the man who 
was to relieve him, wrapped himself in his blanket, 
and was soon bmied in a slumber that was to be his 
last. Now the assassins rose. Duhaut and Hiens 
stood with theh guns cocked ready to shoot down any 
one of the destined victims who should resist or fly. 
The surgeon, with an axe, stole towards the three 
sleepers, and struck a rapid blow at each in tm'n. 
Saget and Nika died with little movement ; but 
Moranget started spasmodically into a sitting pos- 
ture, gasping, and unable to speak ; and the mur- 
derers compelled De Marie, who was not in their 
plot, to compromise himself by despatching him. 

The floodgates of murder were open, and the 
torrent must have its way. Vengeance and safety 
alike demanded the death of La Salle. Hiens, or 
" English Jem," alone seems to have hesitated ; for 
he was one of those to whom that stern commander 
had always been partial. Meanwhile, the intended 
victim was still at his camp, about six miles distant. 
It is easy to picture, with sufficient accuracy, the 
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features of the scene, — tlie sliedg of bark and 
branches, beneath which, among blal^l^ets and 
buffalo-robes, camp-ntensils, pack-saddles, rude 
harness, guns, powder-horns, and bullet-poiiclies, 
the men lounged away the hour, sleeping, or smok- 
ing, or talking among themselves ; the blackened 
kettles that hung from tripods of poles over the 
fii'es ; the Indians sti'oUing about the place, or lying, 
like dogs in the sun, with eyes half shut, yet all 
observant ; and, in the neighboring meadow, the 
horses grazing under the eye of a watchman. 

It was the nineteenth of March, and Moranget 
had been two days absent. La Salle began to 
show a great anxiety. Some bodings of the truth 
seem to have visited him ; for he was heard to ask 
several of his men, if Duhaut, Liotot, and Hieng 
had not of late shown signs of discontent. Unable 
longer to endure his suspense, he left the camp in 
charge of Joutel, with a caution to stand well on 
his guard ; and set out in search of his nephew, 
with the friar, Anastase Douay, and two Indians. 
" All the way," writes the friar, " he spoke to me of 
nothing but matters of piety, grace, and predestina- 
tion ; enlarging on the debt he owed to God, who 
had saved him from so many perils during more 
than twenty years of travel in America. Suddenly," 
Douay continues, " I saw him overwhelmed with a 
profound sadness, for which he himself could not 
account. He was so much moved that I scarcely 
knew him." He soon recovered his usual calmness ; 
and they walked on till they approached the camp 
of Duhaut, which was, however, on the farther 
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side of a small river. Looking about him with the 
eye of a woodsman, La Salle saw two eagles, or, 
more probably, turkey-buzzards, circling in the air 
nearly over him, as if attracted by carcasses of beasts 
or men. He fired both his pistols, as a summons to 
any of his followers who might be within hearing. 
The shots reached the ears of the conspirators. 
Kightly conjecturing by whom they were fired, 
several of them, led by Duhaut, crossed the river 
at a little distance above, where trees, or other inter- 
vening objects, hid them from sight. Dnhaut and 
the surgeon crouched like Indians in the long, diy, 
reed-like grass of the last summer's growth, while 
I'Archeveque stood in sight near the bank. La 
Salle, continuing to advance, soon saw him ; and, 
calling to him, demanded where was Moranget. 
The man, without lifting his hat, or any show of 
respect, replied in an agitated and broken voice, 
but with a tone of studied insolence, that Moranget 
was along the river. La Salle rebuked and men- 
aced hira. He rejoined with increased insolence, 
drawing back, as he spoke, towards the ambuscade, 
while the incensed commander advanced to chas- 
tise him. At that moment, a shot was fired from 
the grass, instantly followed by another; and, 
pierced through the brain. La Salle dropped dead. 
The friar at his side stood in an ecstasy of fright, 
unable to advance or to fly ; when Dnhaut, rising 
from his ambuscade, called out to him to take 
corn-age, for he had nothing to fear. The murder- 
ers now came forward, and with wild looks gath- 
ered about their victim. " There thou liest, great 
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Bashaw ! There tliou liest ! " ' exclaimed the sur- 
geon Liotot, in base exultation over tVie unconscious 
corpse. "With mockery and insult, they stripped it 
naked, di'agged it into the bushes, and left it there, 
a prey to the buzzards and the wolves. 

Thus, in the vigor of his manhood, at the age of 
forty-three, died Robert Cavelier de la Salle, " one 
of the greatest men," writes Tonty, " of this age ; " 
without question one of the most remarkable ex- 
plorers whose names live in history. His faithful 
officer Joutel thus sketches his portrait : " His firm- 
ness, his courage, his great knowledge of the arts 
and sciences, which made him equal to evei7 under- 
taking, and his untiling energy, which enabled him 
to surmount every obstacle, would have won at last 
a glonous success for his grand enterprise, had 
not all his fine qualities been counterbalanced by 
a haughtiness of manner which often made him 
insupportable, and by a hai'shness towards those 
under his command, which drew upon him an 
implacable hatred, and was at last the cause of his 
death." ^ 

The enthusiasm of the disinterested and chival- 
rous Champlain was not the enthusiasm of La 
Salle ; nor had he any part in the self-devoted zeal 
of the early Jesuit explorers. He belonged not to 
the age of the knight-errant and the saint, but 
to the modern world of practical study and prac- 
tical action. He was the hero, not of a principle 
nor of a faith, but simply of a fixed idea and a 



I .y Google 



1687.] HIS CHARACTER. 365 

determined purpose. As often happens with con- 
centred and energetic natures, his purpose was to 
him a passion and an inspiration; and he clung 
to it with a certain fanaticism of devotion. It was 
the offspring of an ambition vast and comprehen- 
sive, yet acting in the interest both of France and 
of civilization. His mind rose immeasurably above 
the range of the mere commercial speculator ; and, 
in all the invective and abuse of rivals and enemies, 
it does not appear that his personal integrity ever 
found a challenger. 

He was capable of intrigue, but his reserve and 
his haughtiness were sure to rob him at last of 
the fruits of it. His schemes failed, partly because 
they were too vast, and partly because he did not 
conciliate the good-will of those whom he was com- 
pelled to trust. There were always traitors in his 
ranks, and his enemies were raore in earnest than, 
his friends. Yet he had friends ; and there were 
times when out of his stem nature a stream of hu- 
man emotion would gush, like water from the rock. 
In the pursuit of his purpose, he spai-ed no man, 
and least of all himself. He bore the brunt of 
every hardship and every danger ; but he seemed to 
expect from aU beneath him a courage and endur- 
ance equal to his own, joined with an implicit 
deference to his authority. Most of his disasters 
may be ascribed, in some measure, to himself; and 
Fortune and his own fault seemed always in league 
to ruin him. 

It is easy to reckon up his defects, but it is not 
easy to hide from sight the Roman virtues that 
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redeemed them. Beset by a throng of enemies, lie 
stands, like the King of Israel, head and shoulders 
above them all. He was a tower of adamant, 
against whose impregnable front hardship and 
danger, the rage of man and of the elements, the 
southern snn, the northern blast, fatigue, famine, and 
disease, delay, disappointment, and deferred hope, 
emptied their quivers in vain. That very pride, 
which, Coriolanus-like, declared itself most sternly 
in the thickest press of foes, has in it somethmg 
to challenge admiration. Never, under the im- 
penetrable mail of paladin or crusader, beat a heart 
of more intrepid mettle than within the stoic pano- 
ply that armed the breast of La Salle. To estimate 
aright the marvels of his patient fortitude, one 
must follow on his track through the vast scene of 
his interminable journeyiugs, those thousands of 
weary miles of forest, marsh, and liver, where, 
again and again, in the bitterness of baffled striving, 
the untiring pilgrim pushed onward towards the 
goal which he was never to attain. America owes 
him an enduring memory ; for in this masculine 
figure, cast in iron, she sees the heroic pioneer 
who guided her to the possession of her richest 
heritage.^ 

' On the assassination of La Salle, theeTidence is fourfold : 1st, TliB 
narrative of Doiiay, nho was with him at the time. 2d, That of Joutel, 
who learned the fkcts imraodiately after they toot place, from Douay and 
others, and who parted from La Salle an hoar or more before his death. 
Sd, A document preserved in the Archives de la Marine, entitled Relation 
de h Mori da S'- de ta Salte swiuiint le rapport d'rni norrtin^ Couture h gtii M. 
Caaelier I'apprit en passant nu pays des Ahatwa, avec loulea lea drconatancet 
que le dii Couture a apprises d'an Frangais qtie M. Cavelier avail laissi aax 
dUspm/s des Akaasa, craintequ'it negarddt pas te secret." 4th, Theauthen- 
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tic memoir of Tonf y, of win h i cnp> trom tlie or ginal n l^fnre me, and 
■which has receiiliy l>een prmted bj Maigrv 

Tlie narrative of Cavelier unfortunafelj fails na several weeks before 
tlie death of Ins biother U e remamder beii g lost On a etudy of tliese 
various documenta it U imposs ble to resist tlie conclusion that neltiier 
Cavelier nor Douay always wrote honestly Joutel tn the contrary, 
gives the impressim of sense intelligence and candor throughout. 
Chirleioit nho knew hira long after says that he was 'no fort hon- 
nSte homme et le seul de la troupe de M de la baile sur qui ce ciSl^bre 
voj ageur put compter Tont j der \ el his information ti^im the sur- 
viTors of La Salle' partv Couture, whose Btatements are emhodied in 
the fletoioi de I Mar d M d la Sdk, was one of Tonty's men, who, as 
will be see 1 aft w 1 ft by liini at the mouth of the Arkansas, and 
to whom Ca 1 t 11. th tory of his brother's death. Couture also 
repeats the a, m nts f e of La Salle's followers, undoubtedly a 
Parisian boy m d B tl I my, who was violently prejudiced against 
his chief, wf m ! 1 nd t tlie utmost of his skill, saying that he was 
so em'aged I la lut ih t he did not approach the sacraments tbr two 
years ; that he nearly starved his brother Cavelier, allowing him only a 
handful of meal a day ; that ho killed with his own hand " quantiti! de 
personnes " who did not work to his liking ; and that he killed the sick in 
their beds without mercy, under the pretence that they were counterfeit- 
ing sickness, in order to escape work. These assertions certainly have no 
other fbun^tion than the undeniable strictness and rigor of La SaUe's 
command. Douay says that he confessed and made his devotions on the 
morning of his death, while Cavelier always spealta of him as the hope 
and the statf of the colony. 

Douay declares that La Salle lived an hour after the filial shot ; that 
he gave liim absolution, bnried liis body, and planted a cross on liis grave. 
At tlie time, he told Joutel a differeat story ; and the latter, with the best 
means of learning Uie ftcta, explicitly denies the friar's printed statement. 
Couture, on tlie authority of Cavelier himself, also says that neither he 
not Douay were permitted to take any step for burying the body. Tonty 
says tliat Cavelier be^ed leave to do so, but was refused. Douay, un- 
wilhng to place upon record feots from which tlie inference might easily 
be drawn tliat he had iieen terrified from discliMging his duty, no doubt 
invented the story of the burial, as well as that of the edifying behavior of 
Moranget, ailer he had been struck in the head with an axe. 

The locality of La Salle's assassination is sufficiently clear from acoiri- 
parisonof the several narratives ; and it is also indicaied on a contempo- 
rary manuscript map, made on the return of the survivors of tlie party 
to France. The scene of the catastrophe is here placed on a southern 
branch of the Trinity. 

La Salle's debts, at the time of his death, according to a schedule pre- 
sented m 1701 to Champigny, Intendant of Canada, amounted to 100,831 
livres, without reckoning interest. This cannot be meant to include all, 
as items are given which raise the amount much higher. In 1078 and 
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1G79 alone, he contracted debts to the amount of 07,184 livres, of which 
46,000 were furnished by liraussao, fiscal attorney of the Seminary of 
Montreal. This was to l>e paid in beaver-Eliins. Frontenac, at tlie same 
lime, hecanie his surety fbr 18,625 livres. In 1684, he borrowed 84,825 
livres from the Sieur Pen, at Paris. Tliese sums do not include the lossea 
incurred by his family, which, in the memorial presented by them to the 
king, are set down at 600,000 livres for the expeditions between 1678 and 
1083, and 300,000 livres fbr the fatal Teixan expedition of 1684. These 
last figures are certainly exaggerated. 
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THE INNOCENT AKD THE GUILTY. 

TBIUMPH OE the MuRUEEEES. — JOUTEL AMONG THE Cenis. — 'WHrrB 

Savages. — Insolehce of Duhaut and his Accomplices.— Mueder 

OP DUHACT AKD LjOTOT. — HlENS, THE BuCCASEEE JoUTEt. ABO HIS 

Party. — Their Escape. — Thek hbach the Abkansas, — Bhavert 
ANO Devotion of Toste. — The I'uqitivks heach the Illinois,— 
Uhwoethy COBnncT of Cavelikr, — He and his CoiipANroMS ee- 
TUEN TO FEANCE. 

Father Akastase Douay returaed to the camp, 
and, aghast with, grief and terror, rushed into the 
hut of Cavelier, " My poor brother is dead ! " cried 
the priest, instantly divining the catastrophe from 
the horror-stricken face of the messenger. Close 
behind came the murderers, Duhaut at their head, 
Cavelier, his young nephew, and Douay himself, all 
fell on their knees, expecting instant death. The 
priest begged piteously for half an hour to prepaie 
for his end; but terror and submission sufficed, 
and no more blood was shed. The camp sub- 
mitted without resistance ; and Duhaut was lord 
of all. 

Joutel, at the moment, chanced to be absent ; 
and I'Archeveque, who had a kindness for lum, 
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went quietly to seek him. He found him on a hil- 
lock, looking at the band of horses grazing on the 
meadow below. " I was petrified," says Jontel, 
" at the news, and knew not whether to fly or 
remain where I was ; but at length, as I had 
neither powder, lead, nor any weapon, and as 
TAvcheveque assured me that my life would be 
safe if I kept quiet and said nothing, I abandoned 
myself to the care of Providence, and went back in 
silence to the camp. Duhaut, puffed up with the 
new authority which his crime had gained for him, 
no sooner saw me than he cried out that each 
ought to command in turn ; to which I made no 
reply. We were all forced to smother our grief, 
and not permit it to be seen ; for it was a question 
of life and death ; but it may be imagined with what 
feelings the Abbe Cavelier and his nephew, Father 
Anastase, and I regarded these mui-decers, of whom 
we expected to be the victims every moment." ^ 
They succeeded so well in their dissembling, that 
Duhaut and his accomphces seemed to lose all dis- 
trust of their intentions ; and Joutel says that they 
might easily have avenged the death of La Salle by 
that of his murderers, had not the elder Cavelier, 
through scruple or cowardice, opposed the de- 
sign. 

Meanwhile, Duhaut and Liotot seized upon all 
the money and goods of La Salle, even to his cloth- 
ing, declaring that they had a right to- them, in 
compensation for the losses in which they had been 

' Jounial Hist(siqtie, 205. 
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involved lay the failure of his schemes.^ They 
treated the elder Cavelier with great contempt, dis- 
regarding his claims to the property, which, indeed, 
he dared not urge ; and compelling him to listen 
to the most violent invectives against his brother. 
Hiens, the buccaneer, was greatly enraged at these 
proceedings of his accomplices ; and thus the seeds 
of a quarrel were already sown. 

On the second morning after the mixcder, the 
party broke up their camp, packed their horses, 
of which the number had been much increased by 
barter with the Indians, and began their mai'ch for 
the Cenis villages, amid a drenching rain. Thus 
they moved onward slowly till the twenty-eighth, 
when they reached the main stream of the Trinity, 
and encamped on its borders. Joutel, who, as well 
as his companions in misfortune, could not lie down 
to sleep with an assurance of waking in the morn- 
ing, was now directed by his self-constituted chiefs 
to go in advance of the party to the great Cenis 
village for a supply of food. Liotot himself, with 
Hiens and Teissier, declared that they wonld go 
with him ; and Duhaut graciously supplied him with 
goods for barter. Joutel thus found himself in the 
company of three murderers, who, as he strongly 
suspected, were contriving an opportunity to kill 
him ; but, having no choice, he dissembled his 
doubts, and set out with his ill-omened companions/ 



1 AGcording to the Behtion dB la Mart da S'- de h Solle, the amount of 
property remaining was still very considerable. The same document 
states that Duhant's interest in tlie expedition was half the freight of one 
of the Ibur vessels, which was, of course, a dead loss to him. 
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His suspicions seem to have beeii groundless ; and, 
after a ride of ten leagues, the travellei's neared 
the Indian town, which, with its large thatched 
lodges, looked like a cluster of huge haystacks. 
Their approach had been made known, and they 
were received in solemn state. Twelve of the 
elders came to meet them iu their dress of cere- 
mony, each with his face daubed red or black, 
and his head adorned with painted plumes. From 
their shoulders hung deer-skins wrought and fringed 
with gay colors. Some earned war-clubs ; some, 
bows and arrows ; some, the blades of Spanish 
rapiers, attached to wooden handles decorated with 
hawk's-bells and bunches of feathers. They stopped 
before the honored guests, and, raising their hands 
aloft, uttered howls so extraordinary, that Joutel 
had much ado to preserve the gravity which the 
occasion demanded. Having next embraced the 
Frenchmen, the elders conducted them into the vil- 
lage, attended by a crowd of warriors and young 
men ; ushered them into their town-hall, a large 
lodge devoted to councils, feasts, dances, and other 
public assemblies ; seated them on mats, and 
squatted in a ring su'ound them. Here they were 
regaled with sagamite, or Indian poriidge, corn- 
cake, beans, and bread made of the meal of parched 
com. Then the pipe was lighted, and all smoked 
together. The four Frenchmen proposed to open a 
traffic for provisions, and their entertainers grunted 
assent. 

Joutel found a Frenchman in the village. He 
was a young man from Proveace, who had deserted 
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from La Salle on his last journey, and was now, to 
all appearance, a savage like his adopted country- 
men, being naked lilie them, and affecting to have 
forgotten his native language. He was very friendly, 
however, and invited the visitors to a neighboring 
village, where he lived, and where, as he told them, 
they would find a better supply of com. They 
accordingly set out with him, escorted by a crowd 
of Indians. They saw lodges and clusters of lodges 
scattered along their path at intervals, each with 
its iicld of corn, beans, and pumpkins, rudely culti- 
vated with a wooden hoe. Keaching their destina- 
tion, which was not fai- otf, they were greeted with 
the same honors as at the first village ; and, the 
ceremonial of welcome over, were lodged in the 
abode of the savage Frenchman. It is not to be 
supposed, however, that he and his squaws, of 
whom he had a considerable number, dwelt here 
alone ; for these lodges of the Cenis often con- 
tained fifteen families or more. They were made 
by firmly planting in a circle tall straight young 
trees, such as grew in the swamps. Tbe tops were 
then bent inwai^d and lashed together ; great num- 
bers of cross-pieces were bound on, and the frame 
thus constructed was thickly covered with thatch, 
a hole being left at the top for the escape of the 
smoke. The inmates were ranged aa'ound the cir- 
cumference of the structure, each family ire a land 
of stall, open in front, but sepai-ated from those 
adjoining it by partitions of mats. Here they 
placed their beds of cane, their painted robes of 
buffalo and deer skm, their cooking utensils of pot- 
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tery, and other household goods ; and hero, too, the 
head of the family hung his bow, quiver, lance, and 
shield. There was nothing in common but the fire, 
which burned in the middle of the lodge, and was 
never suifered to go out. These dwellings weve of 
g;i'eat size, and Joutei declares that he has seen one 
sixty feet in diameter.-' 

It was in one of the largest that the four trav- 
ellers were now lodged. A place was assigned 
to them where to bestow their baggage; and they 
took possession of their qvrarters amid the silent 
stares of the whole community. They aslied their 
renegade countryman, the Provencal, if they were 
safe. He replied that they were ; but this did not 
wholly reassure them, and they spent a somewhat 
vcakeful night. In the morning, they opened their 
budgets, and began a brisk trade in knives, awls, 
beads, and other trinkets, which they exchanged 
for com and beans. Before evening, they had 
acquired a considerable stock ; and Joutel's three 
companions declared their intention of returning 
with it to the camp, leaving him to continue the 
trade. They went, accordingly, in the morning ; and 
Joutei was left alone. On the one hand, he was 

1 The lodges of the Florid I d n h similar. The 

winter lodges of ilie now nearlj t t M 1 tl gh not so liigli in 

proportion to their widtli, and b It f 1 d m 1 1 is the rigor of 

a northern climate requires, ii iir n g 1 mbl to tl^ose of the 

The Cenls tattooed their faces and some parts of their bocliea bv 
pricking powdered charcoal into the skin. The women tattooed tlie 
breasts ; and this practice was general among them, notwithstanding the 
pain of the operation, as it was thought very ornamental. Tlieir dress 
consisted of a sort of ftock, or wrapper of akin, from tlie waist to the 
kneea. The men, in summer, wore notliing but the waist-dotli. 
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glad to be rid of them ; on the other, he found h^ 
position among the Cenis very irksome, and, as 
he thought, insecure. Besides the Proven9aI, who 
had gone with Liotot and his companions, there 
were two, other French deserters among this tribe, 
and Joutel was very desirous to see them, hoping that 
tbey could tell him the way to the Mississippi ; for 
he was resolved to escape, at the first opportunity, 
from the company of Duhaut and his accomplices. 
He therefore made the present of a knife to a young 
Indian, whom he sent to find the two Frenchmen, 
and invite them to come to the village. Mean- 
while, he continued his barter, but under many 
difficulties ; for he could only explain himself by 
signs, and his customers, though friendly by day, 
pilfered his goods by night. This, joined to the 
fears and troubles which burdened his mind, almost 
deprived him of sleep, and, as he confesses, greatly 
depressed his spirits. Indeed, he had little cause 
for cheerfulness, in the past, present, or future. 
An old Indian, one of the patriarchs of the tiibe, 
observing his dejection, and anxious to relieve it, 
one evening brought him a young wife, saying that 
he made him a present of her. She seated herself 
at his side ; " but," says Joutel, " as my head was 
full of other cares and anxieties, I said nothing to 
the poor girl. She waited for a little time ; and 
then, finding that I did not speak a word, she went 
away." 

Late one night, he lay, between sleeping and 
waking, on the buffalo-robe that covered his bed of 
canes. All around tlie great lodge, its inmates 
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were buried in sleep ; and tlie fire that still burned 
in the midst cast ghostly gleams on the trophies of 
savage chivalry, the treasured scalp-locks, the spear 
and war-club, and shield of whitened bull-hide, that 
hung by each warrior's restixig-place. Such was 
the weird scene that lingered on the dreamy eyes 
of Joutel, as he closed them at last in a troubled 
sleep. The sound of a footstep soon wakened him ; 
and, turning, he saw, at his side, the figure of a 
naked savage, armed with a bow and arrows. 
Joutel spoke, but received no answer. Not know- 
ing what to think, he reached out his hand for his 
pistols ; on which the intruder withdrew, and seated 
himself by the fire. Thither Joutel followed ; and, 
as the light fell on his features, he looked at him 
closely. His face was tattooed, after the Cenis 
fashion, in hues drawn from the top of the forehead 
and converging to the chiir; and his body was deco- 
rated with similar embellishments. Suddenly, this 
supposed Indian rose, and threw his arms around 
Joutel's neck, making himself known, at the same 
time, as one of the Frenchmen who had deserted 
from La Salle, and taken refuge among the Cenis. 
He was a Breton sailor named Ruter. His com- 
panion, named GroUet, also a sailor, had been 
afraid to come to the village, lest he should meet 
La Salle. Ruter expressed surprise and regret 
when he heard of the death of his late commander. 
He had deserted him but a few months before. 
That brief interval had sufficed to transform him 
into a savage ; and both he and his companion 
found their present reckless and imgoverned way of 
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life greatly to their liking. He could tell nothing 
of the Mississippi ; and on the next day he went 
home, caiTying with him a present of beads for his 
wives, of which last he had made a large collec- 
tion. 

In a few days he reappeared, bringing GrroUet 
with him. Each wore a bunch of turkey-feathers 
dangling from his head, and each had wrapped his 
naked body in a blanket, Tlireo men soon after 
arrived from Duhaut's camp, commissioned to receive 
the corn which Joutel had purchased. They told 
him that Duhant and Liotot, the tyrants of the 
party, had resolved to return to Fort St. Louis, and 
build a vessel to escape to the "West Indies ; " a 
visionary scheme," writes Joutel, " for our cai'pen- 
ters were all dead ; and, even if they had been 
alive, they were so ignorant, that they would not 
have known how to go about the work ; besides, 
we had no tools for it. Nevertheless, I was obliged 
to obey, and set out for the camp with the provi- 
sions." 

On arriving, he found a wretched state of affairs. 
Douay and the two Caveliers, who had been treated 
by Duhaut with great harshness and contempt, had 
made their mess apart; and Joutel now joined 
them. This separation restored them their freedom 
of speech, of which they had hitherto been de- 
prived ; hut it subjected them to incessant hunger, 
as they were allowed only food enough to keep 
them from famishing. Douay says that quarrels 
were rife among the assassins themselves, the mal- 
contents being headed by Hiens, who was enraged 
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that Duliaut and Liotot sTiould have engrossed all 
the plunder, Joutel was helpless, for he had none 
to back him but two priests and a boy. 

Ho and his companions talked of nothing around 
their solitary camp-fire but the means of escaping 
fi:om the villanous company into which they were 
thrown. They saw no resource but to fiud the 
Mississippi, and thus make their way to Canada, a 
prodigious undertaking in their forlorn condition ; 
nor was there any probability that the assassins 
would permit them to go. These, on their part, 
were beset with difficulties. They could not re- 
tuiii to civilization without manifest peril of a 
halter ; and their only safety was to turn bucca- 
neers or savages. Duhaut, however, still held to 
his plan of going back to Fort St. Louis ; and 
Joutel and his companions, who, with good reason, 
stood in daily fear of him, devised among them- 
selves a simple artifice to escape from his company. 
The elder Cavelier was to tell him that they were 
too fatigued for the journey, and wished to stay 
among the Cenis ; and to beg him to allow them a 
portion of the goods, for which Cavelier was to 
give his note of hand. The old priest, whom a 
sacrifice of truth, even on less important occasions, 
cost no great effort, accordingly opened the nego- 
tiation ; and to his own astonishment, and that of 
his companions, gained the assent of Duhaut. 
Their joy, however, was short; for Buter, the 
French savage, to whom Joutel had betrayed his 
intention, when inquiring the way to the Mississippi, 
told it to Duhaut, who, on this, changed front, and 
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made the ominous declaration that lie and his men 
would also go to Canada. Joutel and his com- 
patiions were now filled with alarm ; for there was 
no likelihood that the assassins would permit them, 
the witnesses of their crime, to reach the settle- 
ments alive. In the midst of their trouble, the sky 
was cleared as by the crash of a thmiderholt. 

Hiens and several others had gone, some time 
before, to the Cenis villages to purchase horses ; 
and here they had been retained by the charms of 
the Indian women. During their stay, Hiens heard 
of Duhaut's new plan of going to Canada by the 
Mississippi ; and he declared to those with him that 
he would not consent. On a morning eai-ly ui May, 
he appeared at Duhaut's camp, with Ruter and Grol- 
let, the French savages, and about twenty Indians. 
Duhaut and Liotot, it is said, were passing the time 
by practising with bows and arrows in front of their 
hut. One of them called to Hiens, " Good-mom- 
ing ; " but the buccaneer returned a suUen answer. 
He then accosted Duhaut, telling him that he had 
no mind to go up the Mississippi with him, and 
demanding a share of the goods, Duhaut replied 
that the goods were his own, since La SaUe had 
owed him money. " So you will not give them to 
me ? " retuiiied Hiens. " No," was the answer. 
"You ai'e a wretch!" exclaimed Hiens. "You 
killed my master ; " ^ and, drawing a pistol from his 



)le. Tu as tue raon fliaistre." — Toiity, Memoirs, 
MS. Toiity derived his information from some of those pi'ssent. Douay 
and Joutel Imye each left an accounl; of this murder. They agree in 
essential points, though Douay says tJiat, when it took place, Duhaut had 
moved liis camp beyond the Cenis villages, which is contrary to Joutel's 
statement. 
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belt, lie filled at Uuhaut, who staggered three or 
four paces, and fell dead. Almost at the same in- 
stant, Ruter fired his gun at Liotot, shot three balls 
into his hody, and stretched him on the ground 
mortally wounded. 

Douay and the two Caveliers stood in extreme 
terror, tliinking that their turn was to come next. 
Joutel, no less alarmed, snatched his gun to defend 
himself ; bat Hiens called to him to fear nothing, 
declaring that what he had done was only to avenge 
the deatli of La Salle, to which, nevertheless, he 
had been privy, though not an active sharer in the 
crime. Liotot lived long enough to make his con- 
fession, after which Ttuter killed him by exploding 
a pistol loaded with a blank charge of powder 
against his head. Duhaut's myrmidon, I'Archeve- 
que, was absent, hunting, and Hiens was for killing 
him on his return ; but the two priests and Joutel 
succeeded in dissuading him. 

The Indian spectators beheld these mm'ders with 
undisguised amazement, and almost with horror. 
What manner of men were these who had pierced 
the secret places of the wilderness to riot in mutual 
slaughter^ Their fiercest waniors might leaiir a 
lesson in ferocity from these heralds of civilization. 
Joutel and his companions, who could not dispense 
with the aid of the Cenis, were obliged to explain 
away, as they best might, the atrocity of what they 
had witnessed.^ 

Hiens, and others of the French, had before 
promised to join the Cenis on an expedition against 
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a neighboring tribe with whom they were at war ; 
and the whole party, having removed to the Indian 
village, the warriors and their allies prepared to 
depart. Six Frenchmen went with Hiens ; and the 
rest, including Joutel, Douay, and the Caveliera, 
remained behind, in the same lodge in which Joutel 
had been domesticated, and where none were now 
left but women, children, and old men. Here they 
remained a week or more, watched closely by the 
Cenis, who would not let them leave the village ; 
when news at length arrived of a great victory, 
and the warriors soon after returned with forty- 
eight scalps. It was the French guns that won 
the battle, but not the less did they glory in their 
prowess ; and several days were spent in cereraomes 
and feasts of tiiumph.' 

When all this hubbub of rejoicing had subsided, 
Joutel and his companions broke to Hiens their 
plan of attempting to reach home by way of the 
Mississippi. As they had expected, he opposed it 
vehemently, declaring that, for his own part, he 
would not run such a risk of losing his head ; but 
at length he consented to their departure, on con- 
dition that the elder Cavelier should give hiin a 
certificate of his entire innocence of the murder of 
La Salle, which the priest did not hesitate to do. 
For the rest, Hiens ti-eated his departing fellow- 
travellers with the generosity of a successful free- 
booter ; for he gave them a good share of the 
plunder which he had won by his late crime, 
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supplying them with hatclieta, knives, beads, and 
other ai'ticles of trade, besides several horses. Mean- 
while, adds Joutel, " we had the mortification and 
chagiin of seeing this scoundrel walking about the 
camp in a scai-let coat laced with gold which had 
belonged to the late Monsieur de la Salle, and which 
he had seized npon, as also upon all the rest of his 
property." A well-aimed shot would have avenged 
the wrong, but Joutel was clearly a mild and mode- 
rate person ; and the elder Cavelier had constantly 
opposed aU plans of violence. Therefore they 
stifled their emotions, and armed themselves with 
patience. 

Joutel's party consisted, besides himself, of the 
Caveliers, uncle and nephew, Anastase Douay, De 
Marie, Teissier, and a young Paiisian named Bar- 
thelemy. Teissier, an accomplice in the murders 
of Moranget and La Salle, had obtained a pardon, 
in form, from the elder Cavelier. They had six 
horses and three Cenis guides. Hiens embraced 
them at pai'ting, as did the ruffians who remained 
with him. Their course was north-east, towards 
the mouth of the Arkansas, a distant goal, the way 
to which was beset with so many dangers that their 
chance of reaching it seemed small. It was early 
in June, and the forests and prairies were green with 
the verdure of opening summer. They soon reached 
the Assonis, a tribe near the Sabine, who received 
them well, and gave them guides to the nations 
dwelling towards Bed River. On the twenty-third, 
they approached a village, the inhabitants of ^vhich, 
regarding them as cui-iosities of the first order 
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came out in a body to see tliem ; and, eager to do 
them honor, required them to mount on their backs, 
and thus make their entrance in procession. Joutel, 
being large and heavy, weighed down his bearer, 
insomuch that two of his countrymen were forced 
to sustain him, one on each side. On arriving, an 
old chief washed their faces with warm water from 
an earthen pan, and then invited them to mount 
on a scaffold of canes, where they sat in the hot 
smi listening to four successive speeches of wel- 
come, of which they understood not a word.' 

At the village of another tribe, farther on their 
way, they met with a welcome still more oppres- 
sive. Cavelier, the unworthy successor of his 
brother, being represented as the chief of the party, 
became the principal victim of then- attention. 
They danced the calumet before him ; while an 
Indian, taking him, with an air of great respect, 
by the shoulders, as he sat, shook him in cadence 
with the thumping of. the drum. They then placed 
two girls close beside him, as his wives ; while, at 
the same time, an old chief tied a painted feather 
in his hah'. These proceedings so scandalized him, 
that, pretending to be ill, he broke off the cere- 
mony ; but they continued to sing all night with so 
much zeal, that several of them were reduced to a 
state of complete exhaustion. 

At length, after a journey of about two months, 

1 These Indians were a portion of the Caiiodaquia, or Cadaoea, tl^n 
living on Red River, The travellers afterwards visited otlier villagea of 
the same people. Tonty was here two years afterwards, and n 
the curious custom of washing the feces of guests. 
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during which thoy lost one of theii' number, De 
Marie, accidentally drowned while bathing, the trav- 
ellers approached the River Arkansas, at a point 
not far above its junction with the Mississippi. Led 
by their Indian guides, they traversed a rich district 
of plains and woods, and stood at length on the 
borders of the stream. Nestled beneath the forests 
of the farther shore, they saw the lodges of a large 
Indian town; and here, as they gazed across the 
broad current, they presently descried an object 
which nerved their spent limbs, and thrilled their 
homesick hearts with joy. It was a tall wooden 
cross ; and near it was a small house, built evidently 
by Christian hands. With one accord, they fell ou 
their knees, and raised their hands to Heaven in 
thanksgiving. Two men, in European dress, issued 
from the door of the house, and fired their guns to 
salute the excited travellers, who, on their part, 
replied with a volley. Canoes put out from the 
farther shore, and ferried them to the town, where 
they were welcomed by Couture and De Launay, 
two of Tonty's followers. 

That brave, loyal, and generous man, always vigi- 
lant and always active, beloved and feared alike 
by white men and by red,^ had been ejected, as we 
have seen, by the agent of the Governor, La Barre, 
from the command of Fort St. Louis of the Illinois. 
An order from the king had reinstated him ; and 
he no sooner heard the news of La Salle's landhig 

' Journal de Si. Cosme, 1699, MS. This journul liaa been printed by 
Mr. Shea, from the copy in my possessiori. St. Coeme, who knew Tonty 
well, speaks of liini in tlie warmest terms of praise. 
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on tte shores of the Gulf, and of the disastrous 
"beginnings of his colony,^ than he prepared, on his 
own responsibility, and at his own cost, to go to his 
assistance. He collected twenty-five Frenchmen, 
and five Indians, and set out from h^ fortified rock 
on the thirteenth of February, 1686 ;*' descended the 
Mississippi, and reached its mouth in Holy Week. 
All was sohtude, a voiceless desolation of river, 
marsh, and sea. He despatched canoes to the east 
and to the west; searching the coast for some thirty 
leagues on either side. Finding no trace of his 
friend, who at that moment was ranging the prauies 
of Texas in no less fruitless search of his "fatal 
river," Tonty wrote for him a letter, which he left 
in the charge of an Indian chief, who preserved 
it with reverential carej and gave it, fourteen 
years after, to Iberville, the founder of Louisi- 
ana,^ Deeply disappointed at his failure, Tonty 
retraced his course, and ascended the Mississippi 
to the villages of the Arkansas, where some of 
his men volunteered to remain. He left six of 



' In the autumn of 1685, Tonty made a journey from the Illinois to 
Michillimackinao, to eeeknewsofLaSalle. He there learned, by a letter 
of the new Governor, Denonville, just arrived from France, of tlie landing 
of La Salle, and the loss of tlie "AimaWe," as recounted by Beaojeu on his 
return. He immediately went back on foot to Tort St. Louis of the Lli- 
nois, and prepared to descend the Mississippi ; " dans I'eapernuce de tni 
donner seeours." — iei/re de Tontu ait Minislrs, 24 Aoust. 1686, and Md'- 
woire de Tonty, MS. 

■* The date is from the letter cited above. In the M€moire, liasUly 
written, long after, he tails into errors of date. 

* Iberville sent it to France, and Cliarlevois gives a portion of it. — 
Bistoire de la Neiiv^k f'lwice, ii. 259. Singularly enough, the date, as 
printed by him,, is erroneous, being 30 April, 1685, instead of 1686. There 
is no doubt, whatever, friWi its relations with concurrent events, that this 
journey was in the latter year. 
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tbem ; and of rtiis mimbev were Couture and De 
Launay.^ 

Cavelier and liis companions, followed by a 
crowd of Indians, some carrying their baggage, 
some struggling for a view of the white strangers, 
entered the log cabin of theu' two hosts. Kude as 
it was, they found in it an earnest of peace and 
safety, and a foretaste of home. Coutui'e and De 
Launay were moved even to tears by the stoiy of 
their disasters, and of the catastrophe that crowned 
them. La Salle's death was carefully concealed 
from the Indians, many of whom bad seen him on 
his descent of the Mississippi, and who regarded 
him with a prodigious respect. They lavished all 
their hospitality on his followers ; feasted them on 
corn-bread, dried buffalo-meat, and watermelons, 
and danced the calumet before them, the most 
august of all their ceremonies. On this occasion, 
Cavelier's patience failed him again ; and pretend- 
ing, as before, to be ill, he called on his nephew to 
take his place. There were solemn dances, too, in 
which the warriors — some bedaubed with white 
clay, some with red, and some with both ; some 
wearing feathers, and some the horns of buffalo ; 
some liaked, and some in painted shirts of deer-skin 
fringed with scalp-locks, insomuch, says Joutel, 
that they looked like a troop of devils — leaped, 
stamped, and howled from sunset till dawn. All 
this was partly to do the travellers honor, and 
partly to extort presents. They made objections, 
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howevei-, wlien asked to furnish guides ; and it was 
only by dint of great oifers, that four were at length 
procured. With these, the travellers resumed theu- 
journey in a wooden canoe, about the first of Au- 
gust,' descended the Arkansas, and soon reached 
the dark and inexorable river, so long the object 
of their search, rolling like a destiny through its 
realms of solitude and shade. They launched forth 
on its turbid bosom, plied their oars against the 
current, and slowly won their way iipward, follow- 
ing the wiithinga of this watery monster through 
cane-brake, swamp, and fen. It was a hard and 
toilsome journey under the sweltering sun of August, 
now on the water, now knee-deep in mud, dragging 
their canoe through the unwholesome jungle. On 
the nineteenth, they passed the mouth of the Ohio ; 
and their Indian guides made it an offering of 
buffalo-meat. On the first of September, they 
passed the Missouri, and soon after saw Mar- 
quette's pictured rock, and the line of craggy 
heights on the east shore, marked on old French 
maps as " the Ruined Castles." Then, with a 
sense of rehef, they turned from the great river into 
the peaceful current of the IlUnois. They were 
eleven days in ascending it, in their large and heavy 
wooden canoe, when, at length, on the afternoon 

• Joute! aays fiiat the Parieian Ijoy Barflielemy was left beWnd. It 
was this youth who afterwards utlered the ridiculous defemation of La 
Salle meuUoned Id a preceding note (see ante, p, 367}. The account of 
the death of La Salle, taken from tlie lips of Couture {ibid.), was received 
by him from Carelier and his companions during their stay at the Arkan- 
las. CoDtm^ was by trade a carpenter, and was a native of Botien. 
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of the fourteenth of September, they saw, tower- 
ing above the forest and the river, the cliif crowned 
with the palisades of Fort St. Louis of the Illiiiois. 
As they drew near, a troop of Indians, headed by a 
Frenchman, descended from the rock, and fired their 
guns to salute them. They landed, a!nd followed 
the forest path that led towards the fort, when they 
were met by Boisrondet, Tonty's comrade in the 
Iroquois war, and two other Frenchmen, who no 
sooner saw them than they called out, demanding 
where was La Salle. Cavelier, fearing lest he and 
his party would lose the advantages which they 
might derive from his character of representative 
of his brother, was determined to conceal his death ; 
and Jontel, as he himself confesses, took part in 
the deceit. Substituting equivocation for falsehood, 
they replied that he had been with them nearly as 
far as the Cenis villages, and that, when they parted, 
he was in good health. This, so far as they were 
concerned, was, literally speaking, true ; but Douay 
and Teissier, the one a witness and the other a 
sharer in his death, could not have said so much, 
without a squai-e falsehood, and therefore evaded 
the inquiry. 

Threading the forest path, and circling to the 
rear of the rock, they climbed the rugged height, 
and reached the top. Here they saw an area., 
ench-cled by the palisades that fenced the brink 
of the cliff, and by several dwellings, a storehouse, 
and a chapel. There were Indian lodges, too ; for 
some of the red allies of the French made their 
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abode- ■witli them.^ Tonty was absent, fighting 
the Iroquois ; but his lieutenant, Bellefontaine, 
received the travellers, and his little garrison of 
bush-rangers greeted thcni with a salute of musk- 
etry, mingled with the whooping of the Indians. A 
Tfe Deum followed at the chapel ; " and, with all 
our hearts," says Joutel, " we gave thanks to God 
who had preserved and guided us," At length, 
the tired travellers were among countrymen and 
friends. Bellefontaine found a room for the two 
priests ; while Joutel, Teissier, and young Cavelier 
were lodged in the storehouse. 

The Jesuit Allouez was lying ill at the fort ; and 
Joutel, Cavelier, and Douay went to visit him. He 
showed great anxiety when told that La Salle was 
alive, and on his way to the Illinois ; asked many 
questions, and could not hide his agitation. "When, 
some time after, he had partially recovered, he left 
St. Louis, as if to shun a meeting with the object 
of his alarm.® Once before, in 16T9, Allouez had 

1 The condition of Fort St. Louia at this time mny bo gathered from 
several passages of Joutel. The houses, he sajE, were built at the brink 
of the cliff, forming, with the palisades, the eirele of defence. The Indiana 
lived in the area. 

^ Joutel adds that this was occasioned by " une espece de conspirf.tion 
qu'on a voulu faire contre las intereals de Monsieur de la Salle." 

La Salle alwaya saw the influence of the Jesuits in the disasters that 
befell him. His repeated assertion, that they wished to establish them- 
selves in the Valley of the Mississippi, receives conftrmatbn from a docu- 
ment enlAlled, M^innre stcr lapropasttioa afaiyeparles R. Peres J^suiies pour 
la diaiuvtrU cfes eaviixias de la riviere du Mississipi el poor imr ei tile eei 
nar^Fodle jnsgu'a la ?ner. It ia a memorandum of propositions to be mode 
to the minister Seignelay, and was apparently putforwarS as a feeler, before 
making the propositions inform. It was written after the return ofBeau- 
jeu to France, and before La Salle's death heeame known. It intimates 
that the Jesuits were entitled to precedence in the Valley of the Missis- 
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fled from tlie Illinois on lieaiing of the approach 
of La Salle. 

The season was late, and tliey were eager to 
hasten forward that they might reach Quebec in 
time to retui'n, to France in the autumn ships. 
There was not a day to lose. They bade farewell 
to Bellefontaine, from whom, as from all others, 
they had concealed the death of La Salle, and made 
their way across the country to Chicago, Here 
they were detained a week by a storm ; and, when 
at length they embarked in a canoe furnished by 
Bellefontaine, the tempest soon forced them to put 
back. On this, they abandoned their design, and 
returned to Fort St. Louis, to the astonishment of 
its inmates. 

It was October when they arrived; and, mean- 
while, Tonty had returned from tlie Iroquois war, 

Bippi, ae haying first explored it. It afarms tliat La Salte had made a 
Hwader and landed his eoltmy, not at the moiOh ofihc Tiiier, but at another plaix, 
and it asks perroiaaion to ooiitinue the work in wbicli he lias failed- To 
this end it peUtaons for means to build a vessel at St. Louis of the Illinois, 
together with canoes, arms, tents, tools, proviaioas, and merohandtse fbr 
the Indiana ; and it also etiki for La Salle's maps and papers, and for those 
of Beaojeu. On their part, it pursues, the Jesuits will engage to make 
a complete survey of the liver, and return an exact account of its in- 
habitants, its plants, and its other productions. 

How did the Jesuits learn that La Salle had missed the nioiiflis of the 
Mississippil Ke himself did not know it when Beaujeu left hira ; for he 
dated his laat letter to the minister from the " Western Mouth of the 
MisHBsippi." I have ^ven the proof that Beaujeu, after leaving aim, 
found the true mouth of the river, and made a map of it (onie, p. 330, iM>(e). 
How Beaujen was in close reladons with the Jesuits, for he mentions in 
one of his letters that his wife was devotedly attached to them. These 
circumstances, taken together, may justify the suspicion that Jesuit in- 
fluence had some connection with Beaojeu's treacherous desertion of l£. 
Salle ; and that this complicity had some connection with thi 
of Allouez when told tliat La Salle was on his way to the lilinois. 
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where he had borne a conspicuous part in the 
famous attack on the Senecas, by the Mai-quis de 
Denonville.^ He listened with deep interest to the 
mournful story of his guests. Cavelier knew him 
well. He knew, so fav as he was capable of 
knowing, Ms generous and disinterested character, 
his long and faithful attachment to La Salle, and 
the invaluable services he had rendered him. Tonty 
had every claim on his confidence and affection. 
Yet he did not hesitate to practise on him the same 
deceit which he had practised on BcUcfontaine. 
He told him that he had left his brother in good 
health on the Gulf of Mexico ; and, adding fraud 
to meanness, drew upon him in La Salle's name for 
an amount stated by Joutel at about foux' thousand 
livres, in furs, besides a canoe and a quantity of 
other goods, all of which were delivered to him by 
the unsuspectnig victim.^ 

1 Tonty, Du Lhut, and Dumntaye cnnie to Ae aid of Denonville with 
Imndred and seyenty Frencliniec, cliiefly courears de bois, and ciiree hun- 
dred Indians from the upper country. Their eervices were liigrlily appre- 
dated, and Tonty especially is mentioned in the despatches of Denonrille 
with great praise. 

* '* Monsienr Tonty, croyant M. de la Sfllle yivant, ne fit pas de diffi- 
cult^ de lay donner pour enyiron ijuatre mille liv. de pelleterie, de castors, 
loutrcs, un canot, et autres effets." — Joutel, 849. 

Tonty himself does not make the amount so great : " Sur ce qn'ils 
m'asauroient qu'il ^tolt restS aa golfe de Mexique en bonne sante', je loa 
reifus eomme si Q'avoil esl^ Inl tnesme et luy preatay {& Cavelia') plus de 
TOO frunes." — Tonty, M^oire. 

Cavelier must have known that La Salle was insolvent. Tonty had 
loiig served without pay. DoUay says that he made the stay of the party 
at the fort very agreeable, and spealis of him, with some apparent coin- 
pmicdon, aa "ce brave GentilhomiQe, toujours ins^parablement attaehS 
aiix intilrets dn aieur de la Salle, dont nous luy avona cach^ la deplorable 
destin^e." 

Couture, from the Arkansas, brought word to Tonty, several months 
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This was at the end of the winter, when the 
old priest and his companions had been hving 
for monlhs on Tonty's hospitahty. They set out 
for Canada on the twenty-first of March, reached 
Chicago on the twenty-ninth, and thence proceeded 
to MichilHmackinac. Here Cavelier sold some of 
Tonty's furs to a merchant, who gave him in pay- 
ment a draft on Montreal, thus putting him in funds 
for his voyage home. The pai-ty continued their 
journey in canoes by way of French Eiver and 
the Ottawa, and safely reached Monti-eal on the 
seventeenth of July. Here they procured the cloth- 
ing of which they were wofuUy in need, and then 
descended the river to Quebec, where they took 
lodging, some with the Eecollet friars, and some 
with the priests of the Seminary, in order to escape 
the questions of the curious. At the end of August, 
they embarked for France, and early in October 
ai'rived safely at RocheUe. None of the party were 
men of especial energy or force of character ; and 
yet, under the spur of a dire necessity, they had 
achieved one of the most adventurous joui'neys on 
record. 

Now, at length, they disburdened themselves of 
their gloomy secret ; but the sole result seems to 
have been an order from the king for the arrest 
of the murderers, should they appear in Canada.' 

after, of La Salle's death, adding that Caveher had concealed it, witli nc 
other purpose than that of gMning money or Euppliee from him (Tonty), 
in his brother's name. 

1 Lellre da Roy & JMaonnitle, 1 Mai, 1689, MS. Joutel must have been 
a young man at the time of tlie Mississippi expedition, for Charlevoix saw 
him at Rouen, tiiirty-five years after. He speaks of him with empiiatic 
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The wretched exiles of Texas were thought, it 
may be, already beyond the reach of succor. 



praieo, but it nmet l>e admitted that his connivance in the deception prac- 
tised by Cavelier on Tonty ieares a sliade on his diaracter b9 well as on 
that of Douay. In other veapeota, every tiling that appears concerning 
him is highly favorable, which is not the cnae with Douay, who, on one 
or two occasions, makes wilM miaatatements. 

Douay saya that the elder Caveliar made a report of the expedition to 
the miniater Seignelay. This report remained unknown in an English 
collection of autographs and old manuscripts, whence I obtained it by 
purchase, in 1861, both the buyec and seller being at the time ignorant 
of its exaet character. It provecl, on examination, to be a portion of the 
first draft of Cavelier's report to Seignelay, It consists of twenty-six 
small folio pages, closely written in a dear hand, though in a few places 
obscured by the Ming of the ink, aa well aa by oceasional erasutes and 
interlinealions of the wiifer. It is, as already stated, confused and tin- 
aalisfeolory in ils statements ; and all the latter part has heen lost. 

Soon after reaching France, Cavelier addresaed to tlie king a memorial 
on the iraporlance of keeping possession of the Illinois. It closes with an 
earnest petition for money, in compensation for his losses, as, according to 
Ma own statement, he was completely ^pmV. It is affirmed in a memorial 
of the heirs of his cousin, Francois Plet, that he concealed the death of La 
Salle some time after his return to France, in order to get possession of 
propetty which would otherwise have been seized by the creditors of the 
deceased. The prudent Abb^ died rich and very old, at the house of a 
relalive, having inherited a large estate after his return from America. 
Apparently, this did not satisfy him ; for there ia before me the copy of 
a petition, written about 1717, in which he asks, jointly with one of his 
nephews, to be given possession of the seignorial properly held by La 
Salle in America. The petition waa reftised. 

Young Cavelier, La Salle's nephew, died some years aflei-, an oilioer 
in a regiment. He has been erroneously supposecl to be the same with 
one De la Salle, whose name is appended to a letter giving an account of 
Louiaiann, and dated at Toulon, 3 Sept. 1G98. This person was the son 
of a naval offldal at Toulon, and was nob related to the Cavehers. 
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FATE OF THE TEXAN COLONY. 

TO BESCUE THE COLONISTS. — HlS DIFFICULTIES AND 

SpAnisH Hostility. —Expedition op Alonzo Db Leoh. 

— He EEACIIBS FOKT St. LoUIS A SCBNF. OF HATOC — DeBTKUC- 

iio:s OF THE Ehesch. — The End. 

Henri de Tonty, on his rock of St. Louis, was 
visited ill September by Couture, aud two Indians 
from the Arkansas. Then, for the first time, he heai-d 
with grief and indignation of the death of La Salle, 
and the deceit practised by Cavelier. The chief 
whom he had served so well was beyond his help ; 
but might not the unhappy colonists left on the 
shores of Texas still be rescued from desti'uction ? 
Couture had confirmed what Cavelier and bis 
party had already told him, that the tribes south of 
the Arkansas were eager to join the Trench in an 
invasion of northern Mexico ; and he soon after 
received from the Governor, Denonville, a letter 
informing him that war bad again been declared 
against Spain. As bold and enterprising as La 
Salle himself, he resolved on an effort to learn the 
condition of the few Frenchmen left on the borders 
of the Gulf, relieve their necessities, and, should 
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it prove practicable, make them tlie nucleus of a 
war-party to cross the Rio Grande, and add a new 
province to the domain of France. It was the 
revival, on a small scale, of La Salle's scheme of 
Mexican invasion ; and there is no doubt that, with 
a score of French musketeers, he could have gath- 
ered a formidable party of savage allies from the 
tribes of Red River, the Sabine, and the Trmity. 
This daring adventure and the rescue of his suffer- 
ing countiymen divided his thoughts, and he pro- 
pared at once to execute the double purpose.-* 

He left Fort St. Louis of the Illinois early in 
December, in a pirogue, or wooden canoe, with 
five Frenchmen, a Shawanoe warrior, and two In- 
dian slaves ; and, after a long and painful journey, 
reached the villages of the Caddoes on Red River 
on the twenty-eighth of March. Here he was told 
that Hiens and bis companions were at a village 
eighty leagues distant, and thither be was preparing 
to go in search of them, when all his men, except- 
ing the Shawanoe and one Frenchman, declat'ed 
themselves disgusted with the journey, and refused 
to follow him. Persuasion was useless, and there 
was no means of enforcing obedience. He found 
himself abandoned ; but he still pushed on, with 
the two who remained faithful. A few days after, 
they lost nearly all their ammunition in crossing 
a river. Undeterred by this accident, Tonty made 
his way to tlic village where Hiens and those who 
had remained with him were said to be : but no 
trace of them appeared; and the demeanor of the 

' Tonty, M^oire, MS. 
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Indians, when he inquired for them, convinced him 
that they had been put to death. He charged them 
with having killed the Frenchmen, whereupon the 
women of the village raised a wail of lamentation ; 
" and I saw," he says, " that what I had said to 
them was true." They refused to give him guides ; 
and this, with the loss of his ammunition, compelled 
him to forego his purpose of making his way to 
the colonists on the Bay of St. Louis. With bitter 
disappointment, he and his two companions reti'aced 
their course, and at length approached Red River. 
Here they found the whole country flooded. Some- 
times they waded to the Itnees- sometimes to the 
neck, sometimes pushed their slow way on rafts. 
Night and day, it rained \vithout ceasing. They 
slept on logs placed side by side to raise them 
above the mud and water, and fought their way 
with hatchets through the inundated cane-brakes. 
They found no game but a bear, which had taken 
refuge on an island in the flood; and they were 
forced to eat their dogs. " I never in my life," 
writes Tonty, " suffered so much." In judging these 
intrepid exertions, it is to be remembered that he 
was not, at least in appeai'ance, of a robust con- 
stitution, and that he had but one hand. They 
reached the Mississippi on the eleventh of July, 
and the Arkansas villages on the thh'ty-first. Here 
Tonty was detained by an attack of fever. He 
resumed his journey when it began to abate, and 
reached his fort of the Illinois in September.^ 

1 Two causealiave contributed to detract, most unjustly, from Tonty's 
repuLitioi) : tlie publication, under his name, but without his auliiority, of 
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While tlie king of Fi-ance abandoned the exiles 
of Texas to their fate, a power dai-k, ruthless, and 
tenible, waa hovering around the, feeble colony on 
the Bay of St. Louis, searching with pitiless eye 



a jiecverted account of ttie enlerprises in wliieli he took part; and the 
cucfouHahig him with his brotlier, Alplionse de Tonty, mho long com- 
manded at Detroit, wliere charges of peculation were brought against 
him. There are Tcry few names in Frencli- American liiatorj mentioned 
with such unanimity of praise as that of Hem'i de Tonty. Hennepin 
finds some fault with him, but hia censure is commendation. Tlie de- 
spatches of the Governor, Benonville, speak in strong terms of liis ser- 
Tices in the Iroquois war, praise his character, and declare tlmt he is fit 
for any bold enterprise, adding that he deserves reward from tiie king. 
The missionary, St. Cosme, who travelled under Ms escort in IB99, says 
of Iiim: "He is iieloved by all the snuogeurs," . . "It was witli deep 
regret that we parted from Jiim : . . he is the man who best knows the 
country;. . he is loved and feared everywhere, . . . Your grace will, I 
doubt not, take pleasure in acknowledging the obligations we owe him." 

■Tonty held the commission of captain; but, by a memoir which he 
addresEsed to Poncliartrdu, in 1690, it appears that he liad never received 
any pay. Count rrontenac certifies the truth of Hie statement, and adds 
a recommendation of the writer. In conaec[uencB, proljably, of this, tlie 
proprietorship of Fort St. Louis of the Illinois was granted in the same 
year to Tonty, jointly with La Torest, formerly La Salle's lieutenant. 
Here they carried on a trade in furs. In 1699, a royal declaration waa 
launched against the coureurs de boia ; but an express provision was added 
in favor of Tonty and La Forest, wlio were empowered to send up the 
country yearly two canoes, witli twelve men, for the maintenance of 
this fort. With such a limitation, this fort and the trade carried on at it 
mnst have been very small. In 1702, we find a royal order to the effect 
that La Forest is henceforth to reside in Canada, and Tonty on the Mia- 
aisBJppi; and that the establishment at thellUnois is to be discontinued. 
In tlie same year, Tonty joined D'Iberville in Loner Louisiana, and was 
sent by that officer from Mobile to secure the Cliickasaws in the French 
interest. His subsequent career and the time of his death do not appear. 
He seems never to have received the reward whidi his great merit de- 
served. Tliose intimate with the late lamented Dr. Sparks will remem- 
ber his often-expressed wish that justice should be done to the memory 
of Tonty, 

Port St. Louis of tlie Illinois was afterwards reoccupied by the 
French- In 1318, a number of them, chiefly traders, were living here ; 
but, three years later, it was again deserted, and Ciiarlevoix, passing the 
spot, saw only the remdns o' 
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to discover and tear out that dying germ of civiliza- 
tion from the bosom of the wilderness in whose 
savage immensity it lay hidden. Spain claimed 
the Gulf of Mexico and all its coasts as her own 
of unanswerable right, and the viceroys of Mexico 
were strenuous to enforce her claim. The capture 
of one of La Salle's four vessels at St. Domingo 
had made known his designs, and, in the course 
of the three succeeding years, no less than four 
expeditions were sent out from Vera Cruz to find 
and destroy him. They scoured the whole extent 
of the coast, and found the wrecks of the " Aim- 
able" and the " Belle;" but the colony of St. Louis,^ 
inland and secluded, escaped their search. For a 
time, the jealousy of the Spaniards was lulled to 
sleep. They rested in the assurance that the in- 
truders had perished, when fresh advices from the 
frontier province of New Leon caused the Viceroy, 
Galve, to order a strong force, under Alonzo de 
Leon, to march from Coahuila, and cross the Rio 
Grande. Guided by a French prisoner, probably 
one of the deserters from La Salle, they pushed 
their way across wild and arid plains, rivers, prairies, 
and forests, till at length they approached the Bay of 
St. Louis, and descried, fax off, the harboring-place 
of the French.^ As they drew near, no banner was 
displayed, no sentry challenged ; and the silence 
of death reigned over the shattered palisades and 

l Fort St. Lonis of Tesss is not to ba eonfcunded with Fort St. Louis 
of the Illinoia. 

* Ailec crossing the Del Norte, Ihoy crossed in turn the Upper NueceS; 
the Hondo (Rio !Frio), the De Leon (San Antonio), and the Guadalupe; 
and tlien, turning southward, descended Ut the Bay of St, Bernard. — 
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neglected dwellings. The Spaniards spurred their 
reluctant horses through the gateway, and a scene 
of desolation met their sight. No living thing 
was stirring. Doors were torn from their hinges ; 
broken hoxes, staved barrels, and inisty kettles, 
mingled with a great number of stocks of arque- 
buses and muskets, were scattered about in confu- 
sion. Here, too, trampled in mud and soaked with 
rain, they saw more than two hundred books, many 
of which still retained the traces of costly bindings. 
On the adjacent prairie lay three dead bodies, one 
of which, from fragments of dress still clinging to 
the wasted remains, they saw to be that of a woman. 
It was in vain to question the imperturbable sava- 
ges, who, wrapped to the throat in their buffalo- 
robes, stood gazing on the scene with looks of 
wooden immobility. Two strangers, however, at 
length arrived.^ Theu' faces were smeared with 
paint, and they were wrapped in buffalo-robes like 
the rest ; yet these seeming Indians were L'Arche- 
veque, the tool of La Salle's murderer, Duhaut, and 
GvoUet, the companion of the white savage, Kuter. 
The Spanish commander, learning that these two 
men were in the dibtiict of the tribe called Texas,^ 

Matmaeript map of Po te que fiiEnt les Espagnola, pour venir enlever 
lea Fmni^ reatez i la Bai e ''t Bernard ou St. Louis, aprca la perte du 
vwEieau de M.'- de la Salle en 16»9 — Margry'a collection. 
^ May Ist. The Span ards reaol ed the fort April 22d. 
^ TiiiB is the Qrst instance in which the name occurs. la a letter 
written by a member of De Leon's party, the Tesan Indians are men- 
tioned sereral times. — See Gotecion rfe Varios Dmumentos, £5. They are 
desorihed as an agricultural tribe, and were, to all appewance, identical 
with the Cenis, The name Tejas, or Texas, was tlrst applied as a local 
designation lo a spot on the River Neches, in the Cenis territory, wlienua 
It extended to the whole country. — See Yoakum, Siston/ of Texas, 62. 
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liad sent to invite them to his camp linder a pledge 
of good treatment; and they had resolved to trust 
Spanish clemency rather than endure longer a 
life that had become intolerable. From them, 
the Spaniards learned nearly all that is known 
of the fate of Barbier, Zenobe Membr6, and their 
companions. Three months before, a large band 
of Indians had approached the fort, the inmates 
of which had suffered severely from the ravages of 
the emaU-pox. From fear of treacheiy, they re- 
fused to admit then- visitor's, but received them at 
a cabin without the palisades. Here tlie French 
began a trade with them ; when suddenly a band 
of warriors, yelling the war-wboop, rnshed from 
an ambuscade under the bank of the river, and 
butchered the greater number. The children of 
one Talon, together with an Italian and a young 
man from Paris, named Breraan, were saved by 
the Indian women, who caiTied them off on their 
backs. L'Archeveque and GroUet, who, with others 
of their stamp, were domesticated in the Indian 
villages, came to the scene of slaughter, and, as 
they affirmed, buried fourteen dead bodies.^ 



1 Derrotera de la Jornada jue h'so el General Alonso de Leon jiara el denca- 
brimiealo de ta Baliia dd EsplrUv, Santo, ?; poblacion de Franceses, Alio de 
1689, MS. This ia the official journal of the expedition, signed by Alonzo 
de Leon. I am indebted to Colonel Thomas Aspinwall for tlie opportunity 
of examining it. The name of Espiritu Santo was, as before mentioned, 
pven by the Spaniards to St. Louis or Matagorda Bay, as well as to two 
other bays of tlie Gulf of Mexico. 

Carta en qiie se da jtoiiaa de jiij viaje hecJio it la Bahia de Eaptriiu Santo y 
de la pMxcion qae teaian aM hs Franeeses. Coleccion de Varios Documenlos 
para la Hisloria de la Florida, 25. 

This is a letter from a person accompanying tlie expedition of De 
Leon. It is dated Ma.v 18, 1689, and agrees closely with the journal cited 
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L'Archeveque and GroUet were sent to Spain, 
where, in spite of the pledge given them, they were 
thrown into prison, with the intention of sending 
them back to labor in the mines. The Indians, 
some tirae after De Leon's expedition, gave up 
their captives to the Spaniards. The Italian was 
imprisoned at Vera Cruz, Breman's. fate is un- 
known. Pierre and Jean Baptiste Talon, who 
were now old enough to bear ai-ms, were enrolled 
in the Spanish navy, and, being captured in 1696 by 
a French ship of wai', regained their liberty ; while 
their younger brothers and their sister were carried 
to Spain by the Viceroy.^ With respect to the 
ruffian companions of Hiens, the conviction of 
Tonty that they had been put to death by the 
Indians may have been well founded; but the 
buccaneer himself is said to have been killed in 

above, tliongt evidently by another hand. Compare Barcia, Easayo Cro- 
nolagko, 291. Baroia's elory has been doubted ; but these authentic docu- 
ments prove the correctness of Ms pthidpal statements, though on minor 
points he seems to have indulged his thncy. 

The viceroy of New Spain, in a report to the king, 1390, says that iu 
order to keep the Texas and other Indians of tliaC region in obedience to 
his Mtgesty, he has vesolved to establish eight missions among them. 
He adds that he lias appointed as governor, or commander, in that province, 
Don Domingo Teran de los Rios, who will make a thorough exploration 
of it, carry out what De Leon has begun, prevent the fitrther intrusion of 
foreigners like La Salie, and go in pursuit of the remnant of the French, 
ivho are said still to remain among the tribes of Red River, I owe this 
Soeament to the Idnctaess of Mr. Buckingham Smith. 

' MemoWeiwhipidoaainteimgilesdtax Canadiens [Pierre et Jean Bap- 
tiste Tdon) qd eont soldats dans la Compaffliie de Feugverdks. A Bresl, 14 
F^eria; 16B8, MS. 

Interrogutloni faites a Pierre et Jean Baptisle Talm a lew arrivik de la 
Veraa-vx, MS. This paper, whieli differs in some of its details from the 
preceding, was sent by D'Iberville, the founder of I-ouisianft, to the Ahbe' 
Caveliet. Appended to it is a letter from D'Iberville, written in May, 
1704, in which he confirms the chief statements of tlie Talons, by infor- 
mation obtained by him from a Spanish otBcer at Pensaoola. 
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a qtiarrcl "with his accomplice, E.uter, the white 
savage ; and thus in ignominy and dai^kness died 
the last embers of the doomed colony of La Salle. 
Here ends the wild and mournful story of the 
explorers of the Mississippi. Of all their toil and 
sacrifice, no fruit remained but a great geographical 
discovery, and a gi'and type of incarnate energy and 
will. "Where La Salle had ploughed, others were 
to sow the seed ; and on the path which the unde- 
spairing Norman had hewn out, the Canadian 
D'Iberville was to win for France a vast though 
a transient dominion. 
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EARLY UKPXJBLISHED lilAPS OF THE MISSISSIPPI 
AM) THE GREAT LAKES. 

Moat of tha mapa aeaoribcd below are to be found in iie DSpSt dea Cartes of 
tbe Marine and Colonies, at Paris. Taken together, they exhibit the progreaa 
of Tvcalern discovery, and illustrate the records of the esploreiB, 

The Map of Galinee, 1670. 

This map lias a double title : Oarie du Canada et des Terres 
d4coun&rtes vers le lac Derie, and Carle du Lac Ontario et des 
haUta£ons qui Penuironnmi ensemUe U pays que Mess"- DoUer et 
Gcdin^e, missionnaires du seminairede St. Sidpice,oitt parcouru. 
It professes to represent only the coantry actually visited by the 
two missionaries (see p. 19, note). Beginning with Montreal, 
it gives the course of the Upper St. Lawrence and the shores of 
Lake Ontario, the Eiyer Niagara, the north shore of Lake Erie, 
the Strait of Detroit, and the eastern and northern shores of 
Lake Huron. Galin^e did not know the existence of the penin- 
sula of Michigan, and merges Lakes Huron and Michigan into 
one, under the name of " Michigan^, ou Mer Douce des Hurons," 
He was also entirely ignorant of the south shore of Lake Erie, 
He represents the outlet of Lake Superior as far as the Saut 
Ste. Marie, and lays down the Eiver Ottawa in great detail, 
having descended it on his return. The Falls of the Geneasee 
are indicated, as also the Falls of Niagara, with the inaeription, 
" Sault qui tombe au rapport des sauvages de plus de 200 pieda 
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de haut." Had the Jesuits been disposed to md him, they eould 
have^ven him much additional information, and correct«d his 
most serious errors ; as, for example, the omission of the penin- 
sula of Michigan. The first attempt to map out tlie Great 
Lakes was tiiat of Champlain, in 1633. This of Galinee may 
be called the second. 

The map of Lake Superior, published in the. Jesuit Relation 
of 1670, 1671, was made at about the same time witb Galintie's 
map. Lake Superior is here styled " Lac Tracy, ou Supdrieuv." 
Though not so exact as it has been represented, tliis map indi- 
cates that the Jesuits had explored every part of this fresh-water 
ocean, and that they had a thorough knowledge of the straits 
connecting the tJii-ee Upper Lakes, and of the adjacent bays, 
inlets, and shores. The peninsula of Michigan, ignored by 
Galin4e, is represeuted in its proper place. 

About two- years after Galinfe made the map meniioned 
above, another, indicating a greatly increased knowledge of tiie 
country, was made by some person whose name does not appear, 
but who seems to have been La Salle himself. This map, which 
is somewhat jnore than four feet long and about two feet and a 
half wide, has ho title. All the Great Lakes, through their entire 
extent, are laid down on it with considerable accuracy. Lake 
Ontario is called " Lao Ontario, ou de Fronteuac." Port Fron- 
tenac is indicated, as well as the Iroquois colonies of the north 
shore. Niagara is " Chute haute de 120 toises par oti le Lac 
Eri^ tombe dans le Lac Frontenac." Lake Erie is "Lac 
Teiocharrontiong, dit commun^ment Lac Erii^." Lake St. Clair 
is " Tsiketo, oo Lac de la Chaudiere." Lake Huron is " Lac Hu- 
ron, ou Mer Donee des Hiirons." Lake Superior is " La« Sup^- 
rieur." Lake Michigan is " Lac Mitchiganong, ou des Illinois." 
On Lake Michigan, immediately opposite the site of Chicago, are 
written the words, of which the following is the literal trans- 
lation : " The largest vessels can come to this place from the 
outlet of Lake Erie, where it discharges into Lake Frontenac 
(Ontario) ; and from this marsh into which they can enter, there 
is only a distance of a thousand paces to the River La Divine 
(Des Plaines), which can lead them to the River Colbert (Mis- 
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Bissippi), and thence to the Gulf of Mexico." Thia map was 
evidently made before the voyage of Toliet and M'lrquette and 
after that voy e of Li Salle n vl ol he d seove ed tl e 111 no s 
or a leas he Des P nes 1 ran h of it It il ows I at I e 
Mias 33 1 p v s kno vn to 1 scharge tselt i t the &ult hefo e 
Jol et h d explored t The whole le gth of t! e 01 o a la d 
do VD w h the n r ] t on R vei Oh o bo called by tho 
Iroq on iqco n { t3 beau vh ch the S eu de la Salle 
de3c nlel {An e p 23 ote) 

We o T come to 11 e ma[ ot Mariiuette wh eh s a r ide 
sketch of a port on of Lakes & per oi a d M el "an a 1 of tl e 
route pQ a led by him and Jol et u[ the Fo\ R ei of & eeui 
Bay down the W coris n and then e do vn the M 8o ; [ as far 
AS the Arkansas. The River Illmois is also laid down, as it 
was by this course that he returned to Lake Michigan after- his 
memorable voyage. He gives no name to the Wisconsin. The 
Mississippi is called " Eiviere de la Conception ; " the Missouri, 
the Pekitanoui ; and the Ohio, the Ouabouskiaou, though La 
Salle, its discoverer, had previously given it its present name, 
borrowed from the Iroquois. The lUiuois is nameless, like the 
Wisconaiu. At the mouth of a river, perhaps the Des Moioes, 
Marquette places the three villages of the Peoria Indians visited 
■ by him. Tliese, with the Kaskaakias, Maroas, and others, on 
the map, were merely sub-tribes of the aggregation of savages, 
known as the Illinois. On or near the Missouri, he places the 
Onchage (Osages), the Oumcssourit (Missouris), the Kaaaa 
(Kanzas), the Paniassa (Pawnees), the Maha (Omahas), and 
the Pahoutet (Pah-Utaha?). The names of many other tribes, 
" esloigueea dans les terres," are also given along the course of 
the Arkansas, n river which is nameless oa the map. Most of 
these tribes are now indistinguishable. This map has recently 
beea engraved and published. 

Not long after Marquette's return from the Mississippi, an- 
other map was made by the Jesuits, with the following title : 
Carte de la nouveUe deeouverte qm ks feres lesaites ont fail en 
Vttimie 1G72, et conttnuee par h P. laeques Marquette de la 
tuesme Gompagnte aocompagne de quelques Jran^ois en Vannee 
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1673, 5m'ow •pmirra nommer en fran^ois la Manitoumie. This 
title is very elaborately decorated with figares drawn with a pen, 
and representing Jesuits instructing Indians. The map ia the 
same published by Thevenot, not without considerable variaticOB, 
in 1681. It represents the Mississippi from a little above the Wis- 
consin to the Gulf of Mexico, tbe part below the Arkansas being 
drawn from conjecture The river is named " Mitchisipi, on 
grande Riviere " The Wisconsin, the Blmois, the Ohio, the Des 
Moioes (?), the Missouri, and the Alk^^aa3, are all represented, 
but in a very rude manner Mair[uettes route, in going and 
returning, is milked bj lines , but the letum route is incorrect. 
The whole mip la ao crude and coreleis, and based on infor- 
mation so inexact, that it is of little interest 

The Jesuits made also another map, without title, of the four 
Upper Lakes and the Mississippi to a little below the Arkansas. 
The Mississippi ia called " Riuuiere Colbert." The map ia 
remarkable aa including the earliest representation of the Upper 
Mississippi, based, perhaps, on the reports of Indians. The 
Falls of St. Anthony are indicated by the word " Saut." It is 
possible that the map may be of later date than at first appears, 
and that it may have been drawn in the interval between the 
return of Hennepin from the Upper Mississippi and that of La 
Salle from his discovery of the mouth of the river. The various 
temporary and permanent stations of the Jesuits are marked by 
croaaes. 

Of far greater interest is the small map of Louis Joiiet, made 
and presented to Count Froatenac immediately after Uie dis- 
coverer's return from the Mississippi. It is entitled Carle de la 
decouuerte du S^. JoUiet on Von vott La Oommunication dujteuue 
St. Laurens aaee &s lacs frontenac, Erie, Lac des Hia-ons et 
Smoia. Then succeeds the following, written in the same anti- 
quated French, aa if it were a part of the title : " Lake Fron- 
tenac [Ontario], is separated by a fall of half a league fram 
Lake Eri4, from which one enters that of the Hurans, and by 
the same navigation, into that of the Illinois [Michigan], from 
the head of which one crosses to the Divine River (Riviere 
Divine; i.e., the Des Plaiues branch of the Kiver Illinois), by a 
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portage of a thousand paces. This river falls into the River 
Colbert [Mississippi], which discharges itself into the Gulf of 
Mexico." A part of this map is based on the Jesuit map of 
Lake Superior, the legends being here for the most part identi- 
cal, though the shape of the lake is better given by Joliet. The 
Mississippi, or " Riuiere Colbert," is made to flow from three 
lakes in latitude 47°, and it ends in latitude 37°, a little below 
(he mouth of the Ohio, the rest being apparently cut off to make 
room for Joliet's letter to Frontenac (ante, p. 66), which is 
written on the lower part of the map. The valley of the Mis- 
sissippi is called on the map " Colbertie, on Amerique Oceiden- 
tale." The Missouri is represented without name, and against 
it is a legend, of which tiie following is the literal translation : 
" By one of these great rivers which come from the west and 
discharge themselves into the River Colbert, one will And a way 
to enter the Vermilion Sea (Gulf of California). I have seen 
a village which was not more than twenty days' journey by land 
from a nation which has commerce with those of California. If 
I had come two days sooner, I should have spoken with those 
who had come from thence, and had brought four hatchets as a 
present." The Ohio has ao name, but a legend over it states 
that La Salle had descended it. (See ante, p. 23, note.) 

Joliet, at about the same time, made another map, larger than 
that just mentioned, but n t ent 11 different. The letter lo 
Frontenac is written upon b h Tl e e s a third map, bearing 
his name, of which the f 11 n tl e t tie : Carte generalle de 
la France septenHnonale nt na t Ja descouuerfe du pui/s des 
MHnois, faite par le S'' J H t Th B map, which is inscribed 
with a (iedicatien by the I te d at D hesneau to the minister 
Colbert, was made some time after the voyage of Joliet and 
Marquette. It is an elaborate piei'e of work, but very inaccu- 
rate. It represents the continent from Hudson's Strait to Mex- 
ico and California, with the whole of the Atlantic and a part of 
the Pacific coast. An open sea is made to extend fram Hud- 
son's Strait westward to the Pacific. The St. Lawrence and 
all the Great Lakes are laid down with tolerable correctness, as 
ilso is the Gulf of Mexico. The Mississippi, called " Mes.sa- 
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Bipi," flows into the Gulf, from which it extends northwai'd 
nearly to the " Mer du Nord." Along its course, aboTe the 
Wisconsin, which is called " Miekoua," is a long list of Indian 
tribes, most of which cannot now be recognized, though several 
are clearly sub-tribes of the Sioui. The Ohio is called " Ouar 
boustikou." The whole map is decorated with numerous figures 
of animals, natives of the country, or supposed to be so. Among 
them are camels, ostriches, and a giraffe, which ai'e placed on 
the plains west of the Mississippi. But the most curious iigure 
is that which represents one of the njonsters seen by JoJiet and 
Marqnette, painted on a rock by tlie Indians. It corresponds 
with Marqaette's description (ante, p. 59), This map, if i-eally 
the work of Joliet, does more credit to his akiU as a designer 
than to his geographical knowledge, which appears in some 
respects behind his time. 

A map made by Eaudin, Count Frontenac's engineer, may 
be mentioned here. He calls (he Mississippi " Riviere de 
Buade," from the family namp of his patron, and christens all 
the adjoining region " Frontenacie," or " Frontenacia," 

In the BibliothecLue Imp^riale is the rude map of the Jesuit 
Bafieis:, made at about the same time. It is chieHy interesting 
as marking out the course of Du Lhut on his journeys from the 
head of Lake Superior to the Mississippi, and as confirming a 
part of the narrative of Hennepin, who, RatFeix says in a note, 
was rescued by Dn Lhut. It also marks out the journeys of La 
Salle in 1679, '80. 

We now come to the gi-eat map of Franquelin, the most 
remarkable of all the early maps of the interior pf North Amer- 
ica, though hitherto completely ignored by both American and 
Canadian writers. It is entitled " Carte de la Louisiane ou des 
Voyages du S'' de la Salle et des pays qu'U a decmiverts depuis 
la Nouvelk Frcmcejusqu'au Cfolfe Mexique les annees 1679, 80, 
81 et 82. par Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin. Van 168i. 
Paris. Franquelin was a jbung engineer, who held the post 
of hydrographer to the king, at Quebec, in which Joliet suc- 
ceeded him. Several of his maps are preserved, including one 
made in 1681, in which he lays down the course of tlie Miasis- 
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Bippi, — the lower part from conjecture, — raakiug it discharge 
itself into Mobile Bay. It appears from a letter of the Governor, 
La Barre, that Franquelin was at Quebec in 1683, engaged on 
a map which was probsibly that of which the title is giyen above, 
though, liad La Earre kuown that it was to be called a map of 
the journeys of his victim La Salle, he would have been move 
sparing of his praises. "He" (Franquelin), writes the Gov- 
ernor, "is as skilful as any in France, but extremely poor and 
in need of a little aid from his Majesty as an Engineer : he is at 
work on a very con-ect map of the country which I shall send you 
next year in his name ; meanwhile, I shaJl support him with some 
little assistance." — Colonial Zhcumenta of New Tork, ix. 205. 

The map is very elaborately executed, and is six feet long 
and four and a half wide. It exhibits the political divisions of 
the continent, as the French then understood them ; that is to 
say, all the regions drained by streams flowing into the St. 
Lawrence and the Mississippi are claimed as belonging to France, 
and this vast domain is separated ioto two grand divisions. La 
Nouvelle France and La Louisiane. Tlie boundary line of ihe 
former, New France, is drawn from the Penobscot to the south- 
ern extremity of Lake Champlain, and thence to the Mohawk, 
which it crosses a Uttle above Schenectady, in order to make 
French subjects of the Mohawk Indiana, Thence it passes by 
the sources of the Susquehanna and the Alleghany, along the 
southern shore of Lake Erie, across Southern Michigan, and by 
the head of Lake Michigan, whence it sweeps north-westward to 
the sources of the Mississippi. Louisiana includes the entire 
valley of the Mississippi and the Ohio, besides tlie whole of 
Texas. The Spanish province of Florida comprises the penin- 
sula and the country east of the Bay of Mobile, drained by 
streams flowing into the Gulf; while Carolina, Virginia, and 
the other English provinces, form a narrow strip between the 
Alleghaniea and the Atlantic. 

The Mississippi ia called " Missisipi, ou Eivifere Colbert ; " 
the Missouri, "Grande Eiviere des Emissourittes, ou Missou- 
rits ; " the Illinois, " Riviere dcs Ilinois, ou Macopins ; " the Ohio, 
which La Salle had before called by its present name, " Fieuve 
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St. Louis, ou Chucagoa, ou Casquinampogamon ; " one of its 
principal branclies is " Ohio, ou Olighin " (Alleghany) ; the 
Arkansas, "Eiviere des Acansea;" the Red River, " Eiviere 
Seignelay," a name which had. once been given lo the Illinois. 
Many smaller streams are designated by names which have 
been entirely forgotten. 

The nomenclature differs materially from that of Coronelli's 
map, published four years later. Here the whole of the French 
territory is laid down as " Canada, ou La Nouvelle Fi-ance," of 
which. " La Lonisiane " forms an integral part. The map of 
Homannus, lilie that of Franquelin, makes two distinct provinces, 
of which one is styled " Canada " and the other " La Louisiane," 
the latter including Michigan and the greater part of New 
York. Franquelin gives the shape of Hudson's Bay, and of all 
the Great Lakes, with remarkable accuracy. He makes the Mis- 
sissippi bend mnch too far to the West. The peculiar sinuosities 
of its course are indieatoci ; and some of its bends, as, for exam- 
ple, that at New Orleans, are easily recognized. Its mouths are 
represented wilh great minuteness ; and it may be inferred from 
the map that, since La Salle's time, they have advanced consid- 
erably into the sea. 

Perhaps the most interesting feature in Franqaelin's map is 
his sketch of La Salle's evanescent colony on the Illinois, en- 
graved for this volume. He reproduced the map in 1688, for 
presentation to the king, with the title Qarte de I'Amerique 
Septentnonale, depm$ le 2S jitsq'au 65 degre de latitude el environ . 
140 et 235 degrSs de longitude, etc. In this map Franquelin 
corrects various errors in that which preceded. One of these 
corrections consists in the removal of a branch of the Hiver 
Illinois which he had marked on his flrst map, ■ — as will be seen 
by referring to the portion of it in this book, — but which does 
not in fact exist. On this second map La Salle's colony appears 
in much diminished proportions, his Indian settlements having 
in good measure dispersed. 

The remarkable manuscript map of the Upper Mississippi, 
by Le Sueur, belongs to a period subsequent to the close of this 
narrative. 
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ininisterofLonisXIV,, 




iiisde.itli,80aitha river 


Mississippi 


so called, 236, 304, 305, 



Colorado river, hi Tesaa, 34^, 350. 
Comet, great, of 1880, seen by La Salle 

on the Illinois, lOT. 
Oonti, Prince of (Louis Amiantl de 

Bourbon), 101; patronizes La Salle, 

Copper, found by the Jeaiiite on Lake 

Superior, 28. 
Conrcelles, governor of Canada, ohns- 

tises the Iroqnoie, 6 ; favors the plans 



294; tlieir Important service, 89 
note ; declaration of the king againi 
them, 307 Tiote- 
Conture, of liouen, SSI nolei meei 



■is. 384; Iiis 

f, be death of 

ronly of La 



ell diires hard- 



La (Jalle, SGI. 

De Baucis, Chevalier, takes possession 

of La SaUe's fort of St. Louis, Illi- 

De Marie, Sieur, accompanies La Salle, 
369, 380; accompanies Joutel home- 
ward, 382; drowned on the way, 
3Si. 

Da Soto's discovery of the Mississippi 
forgotten, viil 

Detroit, strait of, first visited by whits 
men, IT; visited by La Salle, 139, 



let 01 

aai. 

Dollier de Casson, a missionary in Can- 
ada, 10; his oliaracter, id. ,v connec- 
tion with La Salle^ 11; leaves liun 
on the routs, 16; visits Lake Huron, 
U ; j'etunis to Montreal, 18. 

Dongan, Thomas, Englisii govemor of 
New York, excites flie Irociuois 
agaiust Che Western tribes, 293. 

Doimei, assistants in the missions, 33. 

Douay, Anastase, a R^collet friar, 310, 
330 843, 846, 849; sets out '" ' 



il!elnrCauBdH,3D6 

sassiuation of La ^alle, SOS; his 

isstatenients relating thereto, 381 ; 



Dttchesneau, Inteudant of Canada, 76 
note; opposes Frontenao, SB; an afl- 
versarv to La Salle, 143 note, 1S3. 

Du Gay (Auioina Auguel), 172 ; a com- 
panion of Henoepiii, 323, 230; a 
captive among the Sious, 231 etseg. 
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Duhant, one of La Sal] 
aeonauinmatevillai 
contrives mischief, 3 
Lit Salle for Cannda, 
Is concerDed In tbe 
ranget, Ml; murders La 8 
taicee commuid *'' 
seizes tho eooda 
slain l)j fflens. 

Da Lhut, Daniel Gre 
energetic ciiaractet, 



t for seditious lan- 

|:b, dislikes the Jesuits, 90; 
ds La Salle, 269; recalled. 



s and enlai^es it, 111; 
La Salle, 116 toite. 

>as abuses, 77 ; tlie Jesuits 



Galim , 
out vilth. 



eions, as : liow employed, ii. 
Erie, Lake, visited by Dollier, 1 
Expedition, first, of La Salle, 1 



Faillon, the Abbf , his investigations, v. 

7, 19, 36, 19. 
F^elon, the Abb£, a missionaiy in 
da, 10; ^eiicheain opposition 



nlfiem! 



U7; La Salle in da 

HSi mentioaed, 294. 
Fox River, discovered by Nicollet, ' _ 
France ad^ts to take possession of the 

entire West, 41; copy of the docu- 

EranqueMn, iiis map of tiie Great 

Lakes, 2B0, 110, - - 
French pretensions 

4],a8&, 261, 111, 
Fi^tenac, ConnC (Louis de Buade), 



.. SB; hia ,. „_ __ 

Monlreal, 81 ; overuomes great diffi- 
cnllies, S3; his speech to the In- 
dians, SI; Iiis artful management, 
86; his iil£uence over the Indians, 
B7; the Ibrt named Fort Froiifenac, 
89; quarrels with the governoi' of 
Montreal; his rival in the fur-trade. 



priest of St. Sulpice, 
La Salle, 11; leaves 

idolatry, 17; 



,m, 



le Upper 



_. , his zeal againi 

visits Lake Huron, i ' ; 

Montreal, 18 ; his mop of 

Lakes, ii.; his journal O' 

dicion, 19 ; his map of tbe Great 

Lakes described, 105. 
Green Bay, Jesuit aniaaion there, 32, 

E2. 
"Griffin," The, first vessel built on 

the Upper I^kes, 1B2-1S8; the )o- 

cality ascertained, 13B note; diffi- 

caltfes of the undertaking, 134; the 



IBS, irlr^' 



_ji the paseage. IBS, 17^. 
Grollet, a Frencli savage in Te^tas, 
BTa, et leg. ; Mia into the banda of 
the Spaniards, 399. 

H. 

Hennepin, Louie, a R^collet friar, 115 ; 

Sins La Salle, 118; sets ont for 
iagara, 119; his oharaoter and 
early history, 121; arrives in Can- 
ada, 122; yisits the settlements ol 
the Iroquois in mid-winter on snow 
shoes, 123; his isendadty, 121; his 
account of the Falls of Nui^ani, 126 
note; visita the Seneca Indians, 128; 
his vanity, 130, 13B nete; embarks 
in the "Griffin" on Lake Erie, 110 ; 
bis voyage on L^es Huron and 



explore the Illinoia 



eBiin 
and the 
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3 book 224 el tiq-i did 



of Horcaiy, 33B ; ^ 

aST; adopted into the tribe, 241; re- 
spected by them, 243; attempts a 
Sioux vocsbulai;^, 243 ; joina a tiuat- 
Ing part;, 244 ; in danger of starva- 
tion, 24G ; visits and names the Falls 
of St. Anthony, 249 ; descends the 
HiaaiSBlppi, 24T; ths scenery de- 
BCiitted, 349; again in. n hunting- 

Brty, 261 ; meets with Dq Lhul and 
I party, 352; i^tuma to civiliza- 
tion, 26^; gnea to Europe, 259; has 
had a multitude of readers, ib. aole, 
Hiena, or "English Jem," fiirmerlya 
huocaneer, a follower of Ln Salla, 
347; sets out with him for Canada, 
856, 860; one of the mnrderera of 
Moranget, 361; and of La Salle, 
368; kills Duhaut, 379; seizes La 
Salla's property, 333; assists the 
Cenis Indians in war, 881; killed 

£an accompiioe, 402. 
itoire de Monsieur de la Salle." 

i(a coQfentB^20; ita errors, 21, 28. 

See " MSmmre lur M. di La Salfe." 
Huron, Lake, visited hy missionaries, 

17, 37; voyage of La Sails upon it, 

140. 
Huron tnbe of Indiana, ^gitivet 

La Poiiite, 30 ; driven away by 

Sioux, 31 ; at Mackinaw, US- 



Idol, an Indian, found at Detroit, 16 ; 
another, 33; two others, 89. 

lUinoia lountry discovered by La 
Salle, 21; traveraed by Marquette 
and Joliet, 65,67-69; irruption ol 
the Iroquois, IBl et seq. 

Illinois nation of Indians, 30, ST ; an 
a^regation of kindred tribes, 206 
noli ; adventures of La Salle among 
them, 158 eiseq.; th^r great town, 
]56i the town destroyed by the 
Iroquois, 191 ; evil practices of, ""'' 
note ; battle with the Iroquois, ' 

. niUre before them, 218; retreat 
yondthe Mississippi, 313; sits of ths 
great town determined, 221 ; r 
of the Illinois, 322. 

Illinois River, discovered by La Salle, 
20, 25; passed by Johet and Mar- 
quette, iS; called "the Divine," 

Indian barbarity, 13, 139, 193, 19G, 



218; Indian life described, 304 et 
aeq:f Indian fi^ht, 311; cannibalism, 
313.381; torture an alligator, 358; 
ludian lodges, how made, 873; tat^ 
too thdr bodies, 874 note ; eingular 
Indian hospitality, 372, 388, 388. 
Iroquois, defeated by Connielles,5,10; 
their hoafilify to the .lesuits, 17; 
their invasion of the Hlinois, 181; 
their measureless ferocity, 193, 21T; 
attack the Illinoie, 310; a terror to 
other tiibes, 282, 263, 2S4, 387, 287, 
3S9 291, 294, 295, 300. 



Jesuits, their induence in Canada, 10, 
103; jealous of otlier influence, 18, 
13, 20n<;le,408; a partial change ia 
their spirit, 27 ; become explorers, 
searchers for capper, 38, 29; and 
fur-tradera, 86; their missions on 
the Upper Lakes, 39, SO; their vast 
schemes Ibr controllloc the Indians 
in the Mississippi Valley, 97 ; thehr 
eipiit de cor/U; 98; they dread the 
inHueztce of fur-traders, and espe- 
cially of La Salle, 99; the bishop 
favors them, 103; their trade in tHia 
and brandy, 104 ; their endeavors to 
nun La Salle, 107-110, 112, 187, 
143, 161; hia misfortimes due to 
their intrigues, 389 note ; tlieir maps 
of the Great Lakes, 408-408. 

Joliet, Louis, hie birth :ind education, 
48; his early history and clinracler, 
49; accompaniea St-Lusson to Lake 
Superior, 40, 19; meets with La 
Salie on hia wav, 14, 49; bia map 
of the Great Lakes, 14, 22, 23 niHe, 
408; sent by Fvontenao to discover 
the Mississippi, 48; reaches Green 
Bay, 53; descends the Wisconam, 
54; the scenery described, 54, 65; 

6&; descends tliat mighty stream, 
and how far, 55-64; passes the 
mouth of die Missouri, 60 ; and tbe 
Arkansas, 82; seta out on hi^ return, 
64; paaaes up the Illinois River, 05; 
returriG to (Juebec, and on ths w^ 
loses all bis manuscripts, 66; his 
marriage, 66 note ; and subsequent 



334; is left in command of the fOrt, 
888, 340; sets out with La Salle foi 
Canada, 365; the histoi'ian of, the 
party, 356 note/ as such reliable, 
357 note, 387 nois; hia eharacler of 
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La Sallo, SQi; visits the C 
Indiana, 8T2 et seq.s eets □ f 
Canada, 382 ; hia pattv, it. ; r h 
the Arkimeas, m\ and tbe M 
Bippl, 387; and the Illinois 88( 
conceals the death of La Si 



in Can 



France, ib. 



, 392; 



La ^alle 'reaches it, 154, 1S9. 



L'ArchevSqne, a servant of D h t, 
and feliower of La Sidle, 350 300 
assists in the murder of Mo g 
£61; and of La Sal]e,3a3; a es 
the Indian costume, 899; bll t 
the hands of the Spaniards, 400 t 
to Spain, 401. 

La Barre, Le F^vre de, auecead Fro 
tenao as governor of Canad 292 
hia character, ib. ; his misdeed 298 
unfriendly to La Salle, 393 d p 

fort Frontenao and other prop rty t 
La Salle, !iB9; seizes La Sail rl 



rrivsl among the Senecaa, 



J 1 t 1*! parts with bi 



25 hi researches made al 

pe 33, 291, 804; his secoiii> 

lOH, 74; gains the conli- 

([ ce f Fiflntenac, the Governor, 

S h methods of raising mono}' 

I goes to France, 89 ; i 



bl d e 



3 to Canada, 00; i 






107 noyed by bis brother, 108; 
t ipt to poison him, 110; La 
S !1 ccountoftheaffair,IIl;ex- 
tes ibe Jesuits, ii. ; gmns pos- 
eifl of fort Frontenao, and on 
wh t ndilions, 89; stren^hens it 
by w erections, 114; Ins great 
Ech es, 115; again visits France, 
113 Mains a royal gr»nt; its terms. 



.. rtFr t 

800; in Paris, 809; departs t 
ada, t6. ; in the fur trade, 397 
La Hontan, his fiibrioatjons, 413 
La Motte, Sianr de, jolnf La Sail IIS 
sails (br Niagara, 120, 124; h | ril 
ous Toyatre, 1S5 ; his viatt to th b 
neca Indians, 128; is nne essfol 
and returns to Canada, 130. 
La Fointe, at the head of Lak b p 

rior, a Jesuit miasion there, 3D 
La Sallb, R6nS Robert Cav 1 h 
birth, parentage, and social po t 
l;his education, 2; in early iif eo 
nected with the Jesuits, ii ; h h 
acter, S, B, 11, IE, 78, 166, 182 200 
369, 886, SSI, 3M; arrives H 
treal, 4; hia connexion th th 
Seminary of St. Sulpice, 5 
grantoflandatLaC)iLne,ii ( 
land to settlera under him 



h of the vessel, 136; his prop- 
rly m Lower Canada attaelied iSr 
bt 137 iembarlie in the "Griffin" 
Lalte Erie, 13B ; daiiEBroua voj-- 
g 140; voyage on Lakes Hnron, 
t andMicliigaii,148; aeiidsbaok 
h briffln," ib. ; his hardships, 
44 danger from tlie Fox Indj- 
148; reachea Uie River St. Jo- 
gb 143 ; builds a fort there, ib. j 
I the woods', 1^2; deacends the 
U IS, 150 ; tinds a populous Indian 
. w fr. ; reaches Peoria Lake, 158 1 
I rs among the Indians, 159 el 
; his speech to them, 163; sis of 
1 m n desert, 164; attempt to poi- 
jo hm, 185; frightfiil prevalence 
'"■ --'— i4.,-Vld-' -'"— 



167 ;i; 



;erted at the Iose 
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Fiontenac, 1T3 ; bis toilsome voyage, 
1T5 et seq.; dai^r ftom savages, 
179, ISO; leacbea NifigBiii, and hesis 

nao, ii.f bis uneonquershla spirit, 
ib. ; arrives in Montreal, end priraures 
aeedfol snccdra, 188 ; treaclieiy and 
desertion of his men, 184:, 201 ( his 
encoitnter with tbe deserters, 1S5; 
Us retum to the Illinois, 189 ei leg. ; 
anxioua for the fate of Tonty, 193; 
beholds trnces of revolting Indian 
ferocity, 193-19Q; EEAt:iiES the 
Mississippi, 196; sees the great 
et of 1680,^137; spem' ■ 



er on the St. 3 
it all p " 



I; defeated 



obtains allies among the Indians, 
262; attaches them to his ititereats, 
261; becomes Enow-blind, 2W ; meets 
with refugee Indians from New Eng- 
land, 26tl ; a body of them aocom- 
pany him, 2TI; meets the Miamls In 
council, 266; his conBuinmate ad- 
dress in managing Indians, ib. ; hia 
Speech, Wl\ retams to Canada, 269; 
and obtains new resources, 
reaches the MisMssippi, 273; j 
the Missouri and the Ohio, ib. , 
the Arkansas, 376; yisits the great 



Natohea Indians, 279 ; ebA 

BIOUTtI Off THE MlBSISS 

takes possession of the 
LoniaianBfbrLDiiJs XIV., 381; what 
was incladed In the transaction, 283, 
284 ; La Salle aiefc in the Chickasaw 
country, 2S6; disappointed in Ua 
plans, 386 ; fortilies "Starved Eoek," 
aSS; the Indiana eonfide in him as 
theit protector, 289; their numbers, 
291; his letters to the new goveinor 
of Canada, 293 el seq. ; states the 
amount of bis force at St. Louis, 296 ; 
the governor seeks his min, 296 ei 
leq.i La Salle sails for France, SQli 
finds frlendi at court, 303 ; his propo- 
sals to the government, 304 ; proposes 
to attack the Mexican provinces, S05 ; 
the plan impractii^ble, 307;, his 
troubles (torn £eai^ea, 311; sails 
from Franco on Hia thihd exfedi- 
TiOB, 315; general character of his 
foUowers, S31; arrives at St. Do- 
mingo, 316; bis illi^ess there, 317; 
Hie sad effects, 313; passes the Mis- 
sistuppi bv mistake, and lands on the 
coast of Texas. 324; loses his store- 
ship, the " Aimabla," 326 ; by treach- 
ery, 327 ; trouble ftom tlie natives, 
S2B;hia forlorn condition, 330;loses 



many of his followers by death, 335 ; 
gluoray prospects of the colony, 336 ; 
constructs a fort which he calls St. 
Louis, 336 ; hia torn of exploration, 
333; loses bis vessel, the "Belle," 
S41,S44; his attempt to reach Can- 
ada, 343; his adventures by tbe vfay. 
346 etieq.j his illness, 360; returns 
to the fort, 346, 850; his persistent 
hope, 351; his sickness, ASO, 862; 
again sets out fbr Canada, 353; the 
parly described, 356; difiiCiilties of 
the way, 857 ; mnrdered by some of 
his followers, 883; liis character, 3S4 
el tcq. ! his marvellous fortitude, 366 ; 
debts incnrred by him fbr his explo- 
rations, 367 ; his death avenj^ed, 880 ; 
his misfortunes due to Jesuit malig- 

Laval-Montmorenoy, Franfoia Savier 
de. bishop of Quiibec, favors tbe Je- 
suits, 103, IDS. 

Le Ber, Jacques, a merchant in Mon- 
treal, 88; unfriendly to La Salle, 06, 
299. 

Le Clercq, Chretien, his book used by 
Hennepin in corapliiog his Noa- 
veUe Decowerte, 227; the passages 

Lb Cleroq, Maidme, a K^eollet friar. 



Le Gros, bitten by a rattlesnake, 331 ; 

dies, 386. 
Le Movne, a merchant, an' enemy of 

La Salle, 96, 200 nole. 
' Le Eochar," or Kock of St. Louis, 

forUfiedbyLaSalla, 288; now known 



as "Starved Bock 



' ib. < 



LIolol, a suTjOieon, sets out with La 
Salle for Canada, 356, 353, 360; 
mnrdera Moranget, 861| murders 
La Salle, SS8; insults over his life- 
less boi^, 394; seises bis property, 
370; is killed by Enter, 380. 

Lonisiiina, possession of it taken l>y 
LaSaUefbr Louis XIV,, 282; what 
was included in tbe transaction, 283, 
284; what the name included on 
French maps, 411,412. 

" Lover's Leap," on the Upper Missis- 
sippi, 250 mite. 

M. 

MaiHloua, or Indian gods, described, 

17,83,59, 246 noie. 
Map of Ohamplain, 406. 

„ „ Franquelin described, 410. 

I ", ", tiie Jesuits, 406-408. 
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,, ,, Eaffeix, 410. 
„ „ Randin, 410. 
„ „ La Salle, 406. 
Margcvi PieiTB, his investigation 



cbaracter, iA,.' intense devotion to 
the Virgm, to,; goes to the Upper 
Lakea, Sl;.h!B BtmplH outfit, ti.,- at 
La If-oiata on Lake Snnerior, la, BO; 
atMicliiUimaclcinaa, ai, 4B; accom- 
paniaa Jollet In his great voyage of 
^scover}', 49^ 'at Qreen Ba^, GS; 
tha WisoonBin, til; tlie MieBiasipp 
diecDTaroil, 6S ; descends tliat greut 
river, 66^4; viBitB a tona of the 
IlUnoifl tribe,'68; their kind recep- 
tion of him, 67; sees two MgbttU 
idols near Alton, 69; pbbssb the MiS; 
sourl, 00; the Ohio, w.; theArkan- 
Baa, 63; preaches to the Arliansas 
Irniiai " ■■ 



]y ill, a. 



Miami tribe of Indians, 33,39,54, 161; 
allies of tlis Iroqaois, 20B; La Salle 
meats them In council, 260: they re- 
sort to him tOT protection, 266, 290. 

Michigan, Litke, 19, 21, 37, 62, TD; 
known aa Lac des Lliaois, Lao St 
.Toseph, and Lao Danphin, 143 note ; 
voyiufe of La Salla upon it, 143 ; a 
terriflc gals there, 144. 

MichlUitnacldiiaa, 31, S2, 49, 70, 71; 
visited by La Salle, 141; centre of 
the Indioa trada, H. 

MiBBiona[7 etations, how constructed, 



, .^; at Green Bay, 07; founds 
a uiiSEiou at KaskaBliia, 09; dies on 
his ratum, 70; buried with much 
ceremony at Mackinaw, 71 ; attend- 
ant rairacies, 71 jioie; bia journal 
and map lately republisbed, 66 
noie ; his map described, 407. 
Uarsball, Orsamua H., his aecurate 
knowledge of the Niagara. fVontier, 
134 «cte. 
Hatasorda Bay in Texas, La Salle 

lands tliere, 325. 
Uembr^, Zenobe, a friar, accompanies 
La Salle, IBJ, 168, 172, 176, 207 ; iiis 
vanili-, aiO.nnlaf with Tonty, 218; 
meats La Salle, ZOB ; accompanies 
Mm down ihB Mississippi, 372; lus 
printed narrative, ib. iiole, 227 ; at- 
tends La Salle in hia sickness, 286; 
joins his great expedition irom 
Frante, SIO; In VexaA, B30, S68; his 
tfete, 400. 

H^moire sur Monuear de la Salla," 
101; its preanmed author, ib. note; 
its account of La Salle, 102; its 
statements respecling Jesuit ascand- 
ency in Canada, 1U3 ; and the Je- 
saita as engaged in trade with the 
Indians, 104; reppeaents La Salle as 
the discoverer ol the Mississippi, 21, 
lOe ; Bpeaka of the intrigues of the 
Jesuits and oilier enemies of La 
Salle, 107. 
Menard,- a Jesuit, visits Lake Superior, 



Mississippi i^er, discovered by Joliet, 
23, ii% La Salle daacenda it, 373 et 
leq.; discover its outlet, 281; ita 
encroachmenta on the sea, 413. 

Mlsaouri river, discovered by JoUet 
and Marquette, EO. 

Moiuo, a Mascontiu chief, his in- 



Horanget, nephew of La Sa le S^S 
S2li, 3»0 343, 847 seta out n th 
him for Canada, 366 3a9 quji els 



Natchez tribe of Indaos 279 then? 

annular ciistoma, a no e expelled 

from their country, 380 lote hostile 

to La Salle. an6. 
New Biscay, Mexican proMnce, La 

Salle proposea to attack it,^ 3 



Nisiinc^, an Ulinoia chief, 102, 164, 
Nicollet, Jean, partially explores the 
North-wast, visits the Winnebagoes, 
and deseeada the Wisconsin, viu. 
Nika, a Shawauoe hunter, accom- 
panies La Salle, 347; Eels out with 
nun for Canada, 35B, 300 ; is mur- 
dered b; Uubaut and others, 861. 



0. 
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Onlario, Lake, visited by La Salle 

12, 16. 
OutagamUi. See Fox Imliaiis, 



"Paraguay," attempt by the Jesuits 
to flstnblish another in North Amer- 
ica, 97: what did tlie scheme in- 



. , -„-- ne,i6, B.._. 

Pepin, Lake, visited by Hennepin, 337. 

PeiTot, governor of Montreal, 76; en- 
gages hi the ftir-trade, 77: gross 
ubnaeB aenctioned by him,. i'6, ; im- 
prisoned by Fvontenac, 92. 

Perrot, Nioolaa, the esplorer, meets 
T. b-ii. i>, . —^ Qy( ^ BToyage 



Ln Salle, a 



Fieiaon, a Jesuit misaionary, 257. ' 
Ptnsouinc, prevalent in La Salle'9 

tkne, IGS. 
Priurie du Chien, first visited by Joliet 

end Marquette, £15. 
Prudhomme, Pierre, lost in the woods, 

273; a fort named for him, 274; La 

Salle's sickneiss there, 2SS. 



Ribonrde, Gabviel, a ftiar, 120, 126, 
137; his perilous vovage on Lake 
MtchigBn, 115: is with La Salle on 
the Illinois, 172; with Toiitv, 207, 
318; murdered by Indians, 218. 

lUggB, Kev. Stephen B., missionary 
among the Sioux, tUQ note. 

Roekof St. Lonis, or " Starved Roclt," 
163, 177, 20*. See " Sbntted Jtoch." 

Enter, a Breton sailor, ndopts the 
savage modes of lire, 376; meets 
Jont^, ib. ; kills tke assassin Liotot, 



s. 

Sablonnifcre, Jliirqnis, 325, 331, 34t, 
B45; held in contempt, 853. 

Sflgean, Matliieu, his pretended dis- 
eovery of an El Dorado west of the 
Mis^Esippl, 413-416. 

" Sunte Faraille," a sort of female in- 
quisition in Quebec, 105, 105 iiote. 

Seignelay, Marquis of. Minister of 
Marine and the Colonies, 2B6; La 
Bane writes to him, 387 ; La Salle's 
memorial addressed to him, S03-3OS. 



at Niagara, V. 
the affah' in council, 128; their eoo- 
scnt obtained, 130. 

Shell, J. Q., his investigations of 
Canadian history, 4» note, 66 note, 
71 Jio/s, 73 note, 384 note, 413. 

Ship-building, the first on the D|mer 
liiheB, 13a et aeq. ; the locality 
ascertained, 333 nn(e ,- names of the 
workmen, 184 note/ the tvorhmtn 

launciied, 136; ship-building^ in the 
heart of the present State oflliinois, 

Sioux Indians, 30 ; expel the fugitive 
Uurons and Ottawas, 31; Hennepin 
and hia companions pdaoners among 
them, 231 ei seq-i divisions of the 
tribe, 240 jiote; their numbers, H. 

Sodomy practised among the Indians, 
206 note. 

South-Sea paaangs to Chma sought 



ughthj 
iorera, 8. 



jr early explorefi 

Spanisli hostility, 3D8; expedilloni 
find and destroy La Salle, H-; in- 
vasion of Texas, ji. 
Spanisli occupaUon, relics of, found in 

St. Anthony, Falls of, first visited and 
named by Hennepin, 246; changes 
in these tails, ib. nole. 

St. Bernard's Bay. See Matagorda 

St. Ciair, Lake, voyage of La Salle up- 
on it, 140 ; the liame perverted, ib. 

St. Esprit, a Jesuit mission at La 
Pointe, 18, 80, 51, 71. 

St. Ignace, a mission of the Jesuits, 
4&, 71, 141. 

St. Joseph river, visited by La Salle, 
140, 151, 179, 139. 

St- Louis, fort, bnilt by La Salle, 288, 
230 note. See "Stai-eed livdi.' ' 

St. LouiaofTexas,336, 3 ' 



t. Louis 



St. Lusaon, Daumont de, goes to Lake 
bniierior to search for .copper mines, 
38, 39; pretenda to take possession 
for France of the entire West, 41; 
retuvns to Qnebeo, 4B. 

81. Marie du Saut, a Jesuit miasion 
there, 18, 29. 

St. Sulpioe, Saminaiy ot; a corporation 
of prieals, owner of Montreal, 4; 
tlieir miaaion on Lake Ontario, 10. 

"Starved Rock," near Ottawa, 111., 
1B6, 177, 206; deacribed, 287 ; forti- 
fied by La Salle, 288; its identity 
with tlie "Rock of St. Louia" es- 
tablished. 221. 283 n^e, SSO nole; 
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whence the name, 289 note; the In- 
dinns collect around it, 290 j thek 
numbera, 390 nofe ; its later histoiy, 
SflTiuWe. 
Superior, Luke, 29; map of, 19, 28; 
visited by Joeuea nnd Rnymbault, 
1B*1, ix.; Tfellknown to the Jesr-'- 



Taensas Indians in Louisiana, their 
ereat town TiEliea by La Salle, 278: 
their ebief descended from the Sun, 

Talon, Jean, Inlendant of Canada, fa. 
voTB the designs of La Salle, 9 1 sends 
Joliet to Lake Superior, 14; ]ii9 char- 



Talon, Jean Baptiste, in Texas, taken 

by the Spaniards, 400, 401. 
Ta&n, Pierre, in Texas, taken by tiie 

Spaniards, 400, 401. 

Teissier, a pilot, accompanies La Salle, 

S6fl, 390; abets the murder of La 

Salle, 863; aceompauies Joutel on 

his way to Canada, B62. 

Tesas, first mention of the name, 899 

note; Spanish invasion of, S98; ruin 

of the Flench settlement there, S90. 

Tontine, a form of life insurance, deri. 

yatiouofthe word, 117. 
Tcnty, Henri de, eomes (o Canada as 
an assistant to La Salle, 117; his 
iron hand, llSnote; tmsled t^ La 
Sall^ 130 ; commands at Niagara in 
La Salle's absence, 135; sent up 
Lake Erie, 142 ; ftt Detmit joins the 
" Griffin," 142 note ; his disasters on 
Lake HieMgan, 150: accompanies 
La Salle into the litinois country, 
163! left by him at Fort Crfevecteur, 
■■"' in peiil among the Indians, 
. . , attempts to mediate in an 
Indian Sgbt, 210; is wounded, 211; 
' ' 'ntrepidih-, 212 ; stops the fight, 
proceeds up the nver Illinois, 
arrives fit Green Bay, 219; 



meets La Salle at MichUlimackinae, 
288; vfitl) him descends the Missis- 
sippi to its mouth, 281; at Miohilli- 
maokinac, 296, 287;. at "Starved 
Kock," 288 ; left in command there, 
BOO; descends the Mississippi in 
hops of meeting La Salle, 385; as- 
sists Denonviile in tbe Iroquois war, 
391; is gmasly deceived by Cave- 
lier, ib. ; hears of the death of La 
Salle, 304; attempts to rescue the 
Frenclimen left in Texas, ib. ; his 
diiBculties end hardships, 396; the 
attempt fails, ii. ; his character, B97 
note; his memory vmdicated, i6. ; 
Ml'. Sparks desired tbat jusUce 
should be done to it, ib. 

Trmitj RIverin Texas, 348,359; death 
of I^ Salle on a branch of it, 36T. 

Tropic, crossing of the, 816. 

V. 

Vermilion Biver, 205, 210. 

Vermilion Sea, Gulf of California so 
called, 9, 28 64 409. 

Violation of the dead by Iroquois In- 
dians, 192, 217. 

Virmn Mary worshipped, 28, 60, 61, 
61, 64, 69, 70. 

Voyages of discovery made without 
coat to the government, S8, 39. 

w. 

Winnehago Indiana, viii. 32. 

Wisconsin Rivar, discovered by Joliet 
and Marquette, 64; the sceueiy de- 
scribed, ii. 

Wood, Colonel, of Virguiia, said to 
have reached a hranwi of the Mis- 
sissippi in 1654, viii. 

Worship of stone idols, 16, 33, 69; of 
the Vii^in Marv, 28, 60, 61, 61, 64, 
69,70] of the deceased Marquette, 
71, 72 tiotes I nf Saint Anthony, 140, 
230,239; of the Sun, 277. 
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